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Complete ART 

P O E°T R Y. 

In Six PARTS. 

I. Of the Nature, Ufe, Excellence, Rife and' Progrefs 
of Poetry, ©V/ 

II. Of the Ufe and Neceffity of . Rules in Poetry. 

III. Of the Manner, Rules, and Art of Compofing 
Epigrams, Paftorals, Odes, fiPc 

IV. Of Tragedy and Comedy ; how to draw the Plot, 
and form the Charaders of both, 

V. The. Rules of the Epic or Narrative Poem. Of the 
Poetic Didion or Language, and of EngUp Numbers. 

VI. A Colledion of the moll beautiful Detcripcions, Si- 
miles, Allufions, &€, from Spenfety and our bcft 
Englip Poets, as well Ancient as Modern, with 
above Ten Thou(and Verfes, not to be found in 
any Performance of this Kind. Shake/peariana ; or 
the moft beautiful Topicks, Defcriptions, and Similes 
that occur throughout all Shake/fears Plays. ' 

By Charles Gildon, Geiift^ 

Why is He honour d ^ith a Poefs Name, 
Who neither ktioivs^ nor *woud obferve a Rule ? 

RofcOm, 



V O L U M E. I. 
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Printed for Charles Bivimtony at the Bible 2LtACton»n\ft., 
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T O T H E 

Moft Excellent Majcfty 

O F 

G E R G £, 

'King of Great-Britain, 

France and Ireland^ Defender 
of the Faith , Ele(51:or of 
Brmfzvicky Lunenburg^ &:c. 



May it ple^fe your Majefty, 

HESE "Toetical In- 
fiimions hein^ now 
to vifit the PMc J I 
could not but think their 
Keft Security would be to ap- 
uflder the aufpicious Pro- 
a 2i x^Oda\\ 




^he Epiflle Dedicatory, 
tcdi'von of your Majeftj's moft 
iaugufi and facred Name; a Pa- 
tronage to which I think I have 
fome Right, as being the earlieft, 
greatcft,iongeft and at this Time I 
believe the only Sufferer in your 
Majei^VlDominions, for an un- 
byafs'd Zeal for the Security of 
ttie Succeflion of thq Houfe of 
Hanover. 

But if that Plea be too weak, 
of _too little Efficacy even with 
your Majefty; yet thdh Infiitu- 
tions bring a Claim of their own, 
which is, that as they teach the 
, moft noble, moft antient, and 
moft uleful of all Arts, as that is 
Cb nearly concern'd in tbe form- 
ing the Manners, and refining the 
Spirit of your People, the Fathe? 



l^he Epiftle dedicatory. 
of his People cannot reRifc 
Smiles, and (iich Marks of his Fa- 
vour, as may encourage great 
Geniuses xo apply themfelves to- 
it, and rival Antiquity J to do 
which, a Royal Patron is oaly 
wanting. " . 

The Flourifliing of Arts aiicl 
Sciences is no lefs a Proof of 
the Glopy of a great Prince and; 
happy People, tlian the flouriiii^y 
ing of Arms : The firft is in- 
deed a greater, as the Ornaments 
and Benefits of Peace are more 
defir^blc-i'tj^aiy ^ tliofe. of War 
A Nation in Peace, is in the 
Stateof HealA; a Nation in War, 
is in a Courfe of Phyfic, which, 
thty ;necefi[ary to purge and car- 
ry off the grofs and noxious 
a 3- 



The Epifile ^Dedicatory. 
Humours contracted in that State 
of Health, yet certainly none 
will tloink it preferable to the 
former. Upon thefe Grounds, 
and fupported by thcfe Reafons, 
I lay this anticnt Mother of all 
Arts and Sciences^ of all Mo« 
ral and Political Knowledge at 
your Majefty's Feet, imploring 
your Protedkion both of that,: 
and 

mofi HumhU md 
Obedient Suhjeily 
and Servant y 

Clf A JIL E S G ILT) O^. 




ftaU not troubte the Rcadc* 
with khy lorig IX^^d^rfc feefort 

ft fuflkfcnt to Siiiferai of 

tft^ the Mfet*ioa I hivc tbi- 

lot/d, iirtd 'the AtithorS I have eonfidtcd lii 
this Undertaking., 

The Love, Value zn4 lienor I have al- 
ijinys h^&'fot ±n JiH fo antt&^ty fo ilkifiriousi 

tht Mbtire to toy Labour, for I had Vm% 
fecn with Ite^ret the AJfm-Hnce of Prei-eifderi 
to it, and tlie Abufc^ that from almoft a 
tot^l Igmyitfice of it, haj brought it into A 
negle^ with mcfiy and into- a Cbntemivt 
^ith Mufiy^ while tht- E^glrjJ} World, that 
knevr little* '6f tlie Atitiems^ judged e€ tK« 
a 4 




The P R E FA C E. 

Excellence o( P&etry hy^ thus rude Dfaqghtt 
©f the general ScrUlers -of the Age, and 
finding nothing great, nothing wonderful 
in thefe, unjaflly conclude that the ^rt 
it felf is but a meer Trifle below a ferious 
Thought, which has drawn Diflliafives from 
our Study cf it, fronv fo great and judicious 
a Perfon as Mr. Leek in his Difcourfe o( Edu- 
caiim. ,So. different .w^s hi&,X)piQi(jn from 
that of PfnYomPt^ Ar^kry y^o advifcs ajl 
thofe iftt^nA to -apply fheir Minds to 
any thing great, to employ their firft Ap- 
proaches to Letters in the Study of Verfe. 
But Mr. zicfife chiefly confidcring the Educa- 
tion of za Engiijh Gentleman, jufllyr fup- 
posM, that his Pupils Application; to Poe- 
tical Writers, ]w(Ouid fcarce ever light ufj 
that Fire,: which Ihould warm the Heart to 
great Adions^ and the embracing of Vir- 
tues ufeful to the \P»M*f. * , 

Bi^ ifi Mr. Lo c k had ^been . tp {write of 
this Art, and confider'd it ^s it was handed 
down to us kom Homery Virgil^ Pindar, Ho-^ 
race, Sof hecks, Eurifidesp ajad .the like, he 
would with Mihm, as gr^at a Man as him- 
felf in all kind of Literature, have recom- 
mended the Poets to the Study of his Pupil, 
as that admirable Poet does in his Difcourfe 
of Education to Mr. /for//;^;, but MHm\ 
J^otion of Poetry, was not what . wiU fit 
. / ' our 



The PRE FACE. 

our commoa Authors, as will be plain from 
his Words , which I (hall quote before I 
have done this Preface. . 

To remove therefore this Ignorance of: 
pur Writers^ and Readers of PoeJ}', which 
has debased the Honour of this Mother 
of all Learning, was the Caiife of my 
Undertaking, by giving our Engltjh World 
• thofe Rules, by the Obfervation of which> <^ 
Homer, Virgil, and -the reft of the Antients 
gained immortal Reputation. 

On the other fide, I knew very well that . 
it was a Matter of no fmall difficulty to 
reafon People, out of Follies eftablifli'd by 
Ciiftpm 'j .and rthat; tKe general Run of a noi-^ 
fy Party,,was. againij all Inilruftionsin thi^ - 
Kind, Which, f hey branded with the unpo- 
pular Name * of Cw/V//»/, which by the Ig- 
norant .Writers in Vogue, has been mifre- < 
prefented as ah itt-naturd Thing; and that 
too many Learned Men in^feyerailj-anguages^ 
by a jejune w^y of, handling this Arty had 
incumbered its Maxims with- Abundance of 
hard Terms,^ wliich ^ not being obvious to 
to every Reader, feiider'd their Diftoverie* 
however valuable, not fo inviting as to en-^ 
gage the Perufal of tliofe who flood moft in- 
need of them. \ ' . * 

Moiiifieur Pontemelle s Bock of the Plurality 
of Worlds, fo much prais'd by Sir William 
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Tepiple in his Eflkys,\and pfacM by him ih 
the next Porm to thi Antients^ mde' me 
think of another Method than had hitherto 
generally been follow'd by the'Critical Wri- 
ters. For he his broirjght the three Syfterai 
of Aftronomy by a plcafing and familiar 
Dnefs to the Ca|»acity. bf a Lady, who haid 
not any Learning, apd n^thilig bat gbod 
Senfc to direia her. ' ' • ' ^ ' ^ * 

J -have endeavor'd iff the folloxving Sheet!?; 
to come as near bis Methotl as the t)iffb* 
rence of my Sabjeft from his wonid bear ; 
where 1 wastipoii Geneirals, as the defence 
6f P(mj, and the neccffitjr the jRflf/w,. 1 
hops I ha^ Ihown thiV; but temg in othef 
l^rts ob%^A to fpeak of tht. parricufar knlH 
of every (brt of Poetry^ aH I coitid do wa* 
to deliver thtm as |>lafeiy, and ais difen-*^ 
cumbered from Terms of Att asr I poflSbly 
couM, and I thihk thrbagh the ^^hcAe 1 have 
made ufe of ho ViTb^^ which Is nbt femih'^t; 
ro every C^p'acity^that^k^^ anything 
the Worid;- In the laft Di^ldeiie Indeed,; 
<vJiere^ I w^as obfig'd to fpeafc or the feveialj 
Poetical Feet of the GrHk Latin Vcxd^ 
there was no avoiding puttifig their proper 
Karnes, but I have taken tare fo to explain 
them, that every ^pne, may be Maftet of 
what 1 advance- ' 

lam 
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I am far from aiming to impofe what I 
deliver as all my o^n. I write thc Comftetk 
Art of Poetry, and therefore am under a neceP ^ 
fity to give the Rules convey 'd down to us, 
which have been eftablifc'd thcfetwo Thou- 
fand Years and upwards. All I pretend to^ 
is, that I hope I have done this in a plaiix 
and eafy Marnier, fo as not to tixfi my Rea- 
der^ and yet give him a foU Ififlxuftion in 
the Art. And this leads me t6 the Authors 
I have con^fukcd. Whatever I found of ufe 
to my Defign m Arijhtk (chiefly) in Horace^ 
Dknyfitiixii Hahcarmjfm, BnkM^ HMiny JDa& 
cier, <^ari Vtjjiut's Itetdcal Inftitutions, , 
tfctt late I>aice of Biic)!m^bam*s 
Rimer:, the prefcnt Duke o£ BuchH^han^ire\ 
ihoft excellent Effaj tn fi^try, Mt. D^mis, or 
any other I have made bold with ; fo that 
my Reader will fcave the Satisfaftfon of 
great and l[lu&rtoixs Inftrudors^ when he pe-* 
nifesmyBook. 

Having gone through the' thfcd Heads 
propofed by me for this Preface, I find I am 
obliged to add Ibmethmg more on Account 
of another Book in our Tongue, which at 
firft View may fcem to be of the fame Na- 
ture, and that is Mv.Byfshe*^ Art of EngUJh 
Pvetry, with a CoUoftion, <lr^. But I had 
no Thoughts of interfering with him, and 
indeed I do not; we prdpw tijjiixt dv€fettx^! 
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Ends, and therefore have purfued quite di(- ; 
ferent Methods. He (tho' he calls his Book L 
the Art 6£ Englijh Poetry) aiiiis only at giving |^ 
Rules for the Struclure of an Englijh Verfe, | 
~ at Rime, and the like. And thus in his | 
Collection, he aims at fettling a fort of Dic- 
tionary of Epithets and Synonymous Words, 
which '1)e tells us is the Endfof his Collec- ' 
tio'n. BLit;.the Defign of my Colledion, is 
to give the Reader the great Images i\\z,t . 
are to be found in thofe of our Poets, who j 
are truly great,' as well as their Topics and. 
Moral Reflexions. And for this Reafon I ; 
have been pretty large ip my Quotations, 
from Spenf€ry '' '^)[iQm h^,^^ rejetted> and 
have gOx^e through £6/z^fj^£'/ar, whom he 
feems willing to exclude, being iatisfy'd 
that the Charms of thefe two great Poets 
are too ftrong not to touch the Soul of any 
^ one who has a true Genius for Poetry, and^ 
by Confequence enlarge that Imaginacionj 
which is fo very neceflary for all Poetical 
Performances. And fince J^Uon and fVah^ 
ler were made Poets by Sfenfer, I do* flip- , 
pofe the .fame Caufe may in all Probability., 
have the fame Efleft When I fay that *S>«^-. 
Jer m^c thofe two great Men Pcets, I only ^ 
mean .that> the true Ethereal Fire that they 
found \ip him,^ rpus'd that . Gqjiius, which - 
each of ' thein lud by.^l^at^re,.. into A&,,^ 
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If in this CoHedion any of the fame 
Vcrfes flrould happen to be found, it is 
not becaufe they were in Mr. Byf she but 
becaufe they were found in the Poets iis I 
read them, and as free for me to quote as 
for him. 'Tis plain I follow him nor, when 
of all his Lift of Names I have fcarce med- 
led with above four. 

This Gentleman indeed, and I -are of 
quite a different Opinion of Poetry, he 
tells us in his Preface. For tifon the ivhok 
Matter (fays he) it tvas mt my Bufwefs to 
judge any further, than on the Vigour and Force 
of T'houghty of the Purity of the Language y of 
tlje Aptnefs and Propriety of E^prejfion, and above 
aU of the Beauty of Colouring, in uhich the 
Poet's Art chiefly conjlfls. 

But I have in the Body of the Book 
prov'd that the poet s Art does not chiefly 
confift in the Colouring, any more than that 
of the Painter, but in the Defign. Which 
puts me in-Mind of a Repartee of Michael 
Ange'lo, on who feeing the Pieces of 

the former, (aid he would be an excellent 
Painter if he underftood C(?/(?«r/>/^ ; And 7/- 
tian vcply' d, the other would be a very good 
Painter if he tinderftood Defigning, . 

I will not oppofe to him Ariftotky 1Hpriic£, 
Bojfuy Dacier, and other great Men among the 
Antients and Moderns, left he fliould ex- 
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<ept againft tbem. I will only quote Mr. 
Dry deny and Mr. Miktm, and< fiire thtk, 
whom he himiRrlf has with to much Juftice \ 
tn^de Englijb ClaflicSj will be admitted as I 
undoubted Judges. 

Mx.Drydm in his Ptcfece tohisFablc^ 
the laft iad perhaps the bqft of his Work:^ 

has thefe Words, Mt.Biitsy Ifay^ te^ j 

gim the Praife of Homer, ivlfere he Jbculd bave 
ended it. ^ lie t^Ils m that the frfi Beamy pf m 
Epic Poem con/ifis in Biftion, that is in the 
Choice of Words, and Harmony of Numbers ; 
now the Words are the. Colouring of the Work, j 
uhich in the Order of Nature is the \z&tobe j 
confiderd. T'he DtsiGN^ the. Dispos^ition 
the Manners, and the Thoughts are aU before 
it.^ tVhere any <f th(fe are wanting^ or imfer- 
feBj fo, much it tuamsj and is intperfeSl in.thi , 
Imxtmon of HuntM Ufe, vsbieh ie the very Oe^ 
finition of a Poem. IVords indeed lihe fjizxing | 
Colours, are the fojt Beamies that ar^, and ] 
firth Sight ; iut if the Draught be J 
falfe or lame^ the Fi curbs /// diffos% the \ 
MANNERs.obfcure or inconfiftcnti or the 
Thoughts unnatural; the faufi Colours are bue j 
daubing^ and the Piecf is. a beatttifuU A^fier at 
beji. . ' 

Thus far Mr. Dryden^ who plainly puts j 
the Colourii^ m the lafi Place^ and &> does ] 

not j 
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not ttike it that which our Author does, 
that in which the Pm's Art dpes chiefly coufifty 
nay he is, fo fat from placing it as the chief 
Aim and Art of the Poetj, that he makes it 

' by far the leaft coinfiderable. 

Let- IK now hear what JMRkm (ays to this 

, Purpofe in his Bifcourfe on Education to Mr. 
Bmlib. I mem rm hen (hys he) the Profo* 
Ay of a Verfcy (which is aU that this Author's 
Art {>i J^lijh Poetry extends to) which, 
they could not but have met with before 
among the R u d im £ h t s^ Grammar^ but 
the fiiblime Art^ vAich in AriAotk'i Poetics, 

" Jiora«f md^ the Italian Commmaries of Caf» 4 
telvetro, Taflb^ Matzoni and others^ uaches 
what the Laws are of a true Epic Poem, what 
of a Dramatic, what of a Lyric : If^at Dc* 
corum^ which is the grand Majierfiei^e to oiferue. 
'this would make them fom ferceive what defpi- 
cable Creatures our^ common Rimers, and 

[ Plaj-tVriters k ; and fiom them what lUligious, 
what Gloriomand^M^ficem Ufe might be made 
of Poetry^ htb in £H^ne and Human Things. 

Our Opini0tsi.and Aims being fo very dif^ 
fercnt, it is no wonderr that we purfu'd differ 
tent Methods. And this is fufficient to clear 
me from interfering with this Gentleman in 

\ his Undertaking. 
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If in the following Book I have opposM 
any other Author, I hope I have always done 
it with good Manners, and no Man of Can- 
dour will take it amifs, that his Opinion if 
ill grounded be fairly confuted. 

I hope the Candid Reader will excufe feveral 
Errors of the-Prefs, and thofe of the Author, 
which may be imputed to the Writing this 
Book during a long Fit of Sicknefs. I need 
not tell the World, that hy Crite( I mean 
Mr. Dennisj his Excellence' in Criticifm as 
well as Poetry being fo well'lcnown. 

Among^ many Errors of the Prefs, I muft 
rake Notice of one, where Grotim is printed 
for Gravtus. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

YOUR Letters have of late been fall of Coiw 
plaints, tliat yen -can never find me at 
Home; and that you every Day mifs me at 
our uAial Wace of Reiideavau?. I muft 
plead Guilty to tlie Indi£hnent ; rhe Faft is too evi- 
dent againft jROie : For I have been for fome time as 
much eftran^cd from my own Lodgings, as from otir 
common Retreat, where we To frequently, 'wiih no 
vulgar Pleafure, offer our moderare Libations to Bac- 
cbusj amidft our more plentiful Sacrifices to Jif olio. But 
then I flatter myfelf with a Pardon from Cr/Vw, fince 
his allowM Merit fecures him from Kcgle£t, and 
his good Opinion of my Underllandinsr, will not 
permit him to think me fo unmindful of my owJi 
improvement and Satisfa^ion, as wilfully to omic 
any Opportunity in my Power, of cultivating,* 
Converfe with Cirites^ which every Man of Senfe en- 
deavours to do out of Inclination and Self Love 
rightly underftood. 

But that you may net look on this as a Com pi i- 
naent of the Times, and a lame Ex(iufe for v hat I 
want ftifficient Reafons to juftify ; I, in this publlck 
Manner, fend you a full Accmmt of the Ocralion of 
this my long Ai)feiice ; and the more wiJiiiigly, b^^- 
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^. canfc I fancy it has prodiicM fomerhing worthy of 
yonr Confideratioii, and meritorious of yoitr mofl 
candid Cenfnre. I have, in rhis Vime, nrtheTntTft 
agreeable Coverfarion in theWor W, nin fhro' the wbc^Ie 
Syllrem of Poetical Criririfm, in a Manner that muft 
render the Obfervations and Rules of Poetry fiir more 
acceptable to the general Reader, than the Maxims of 
an Art, which, in their ufual dry, and jejune DreA, 
have been hitherto fo little reliflied by the Town. I 
know, your old Acquaintance, Mfn Bapix^ feemsto 
confefs fome Warmth (not to call it Anger) that the 
Ladies in f ranee have afilimM to themfelves a Power 
and Authority of Deciding the Fate of Tragedy,, in 
that Nation. But this Heat of his feems to be the 
Effect of his Sufpicioji, that the ^Frew/; Ladies are not 
qualifyM Judges of a PerformancG-of tint liigli^^Na- 
tiire, on which, perhaps, he wouM only all(wv the 
fwoxn Judges of the polite Athenians fairly to deter- 
mine. Bur, Crites^ the Ladies I ihall produce in the 
following Dialogues, are not fiich a« generaJly fill the 
Boxes, and condemn and applaud' meerJy by Caprice, 
but fuch as are equal to the Caufe before them, ami 
who appeal to Reafon and Nature, in^all their im- 
portant Decifions; and fuch, I perfwade my felf, rhat 
Mfri Raftn wouM not think-Jiable to his Refentments. 

The fumiliar and - intelligible Manner in whicli, 
by theft Means, Criticism ha«, at laft-, had the good 
Fortnne to be: treated, I am confident, Avill not be 
difagreeable to you, who confefs ib gen erott§ a Defire, 
that a good Judgment, and fiue Tafte fliotiM fpread 
among all thofe who will be meddling in Poetry^ 
cither as Readers, Hearers, or Performers. 

yon have often heard me fpeak of my Weflmvifttr 
Fripnd, with fnch Raptures as his Merits will always 
juftifyjLn all thofe who have the Happinefs to be ad- 
mitted to^a Freedom of Converfation with him, as 
you lhajl your ftl^f judge, now thofe troubiefomc 
Avocations of Bufixicfs, .which fo many Months ra- 
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' vifliW him from the Company of the Mufes, are at 
an End^ 

It" has been this Friend of mine, who has been 
your RivahVTl this while. I had a great deal of 
Time to get up after fo tediou?; a Recef?; an J Aich a 
Chain of entertaining Difcovufo inrervifnVi, that I 
couM not think of miffing any one of ihem, till the 
trhole Subject was exhanfled. But bpfiire I inrrcdnce 
you into this AfTemb];*, F think F ought to let you 
know the Charafters of the chief, at \^9^^ of thofe 
who corapbfe it.. 

I flaall begin wirh the principal : Tlds'eytnorcU- 
nary Friend of mine, \rhom I fhall diftihgnifh hy 
the BTinrre of tnudr.n^ that the cenfbrions, ill-natinVi, 
aird envious Part of the Town, the Li«le-wits, the 
Virfifitrs^ antV Pretender?, may not accufe me of fa- 
crificing more to Flattery, than to Defert. This 
Name does indeed" include "his own,* which really 
£gnifying the HUty or Mmntairrtf^lhiiife^ I have 
Cam pounded this of two old Engltfl) "^ordf^ which 
have the very fame Meaning : That is, Laud^ Fraifi'^ 
and I>on^ Down^ or Btii, 

laudon has indeed ow'd to Chance, a Name, which 
e«preftes thofe Excellencies that Nature has beftowM 
upon him For even: in- his Youth, he has won fo 
much jiift Praife to himfelf, byhis finelHwts, Appji- 
cation, and Dargeneft of Soul, thaririH^farce"a*Me^ - 
taphdr to call' it viMftuntAinj and fu'ch a ^otrAnh*n,'^as 
with O/yjii^K* of' old, -reaches up to the very Skies 
thcmfelves. 

The Pferfon of Laudon is extremely graceful,' an^ • 
hit Ad'irefs engages the Heart before the Force of * 
his Reafon, the Penetration of tus-- Judgment, and 
the .BrilUnr of his Wit cam appear 'ftorn' his Di - 
coiufc : But when once thofe exert the mftiVcs ia.< 
, their native Vigour, you muft be the moft' inc^cufa*- • 
bly obftinatc Crearare in the World, not to be of his ' 
0]^nion,.. Biu if iie chance at any timt to ^tvbix^ 

A 3^ . Yku\»x ^ 
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Httle ill a Point, which he ha? rvot throtighly conli" 
der\l (which is cxtreamly feldoro) no Man, who is 
Matter of fuch Abilities to defend an Error^ is fo lit- 
}e tenacious of it ; for the PJeafure of being rightly 
informed in ^ny Parricuhr, takes away a] 1 Regret of 
yielding himfelf vanc^uifliM by the Rcafons of his 
Opponent, 

His Temper is neither profufe, nor penurious ; he 
ilcers moft judicioufly between thofe two Shejves of 
Repuwri^n, in the middle Stream of Generofi- 
ty. He firft chufes an Objeft worthy of the Benefit, 
and then he never forfakes it: Whereas moft of our 
great Men that are called Tatrons^ do by thofe who 
ihelter themfelvcs, or their Works under their Names^ 
as Men do with Street Beggars, when they give an 
Alms: For as they never fkw them before^ fo they 
ixever think of them afterwards. They are indeed a 
Sort of Quacks in Liberality ; they never make a. 
Cure of the Wounds and Maladies of Fortune, bi^t 
think they do enough, by a poor palliating Medi- 
cine,, to put off tlie evil, D^iy, and remove th.^ Paiii^ 
ibr a while ; but they return foon afcer with greater 
Force pn the miferable Patient. Laudon^ on the conr 
trary, when he has once thought a Perfon worthy oft 
bis Bounty,, believes him entailed on his Care, tijlf 
the Cure be perfected. 

* This is enough to let you fee how valuable a Pen 
fon Laudfln is; and I lhall referve a more perfea 
Chata<fler of him to another Time and P^ce :. For ^ 
iaudontl}c World is like to hear of me as Ipng as Vta 
vidence flulJ. allow me Life, Healthy and Vigour^'' 

This Gentleman has the good Fortune (if I may ^ 
ikCi Eflfeft of his Judgment by fuch a Name), to? 
mi'rried to a yoiuig Lady worthy of fuch a HusbaiJ 

There is nothing requires a more delicate Ha| 
tban the Charafter of a Lady. It is not every Pj 
^er's Talent to draw the Pidlujres of that Sex ;. Foj: | 
<ii runccr x^sLy di/covcr iuwlelf a giicat ^tift 
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^ortrai^ls of Men, yet he itiuft be a Zeuxis^ Antima- 
<hu$^ Nicias^ or a D^/;/, to touch the fofc Graces of »he 
fiirlSer. I own my Inability, and lliould I attempt 
it, it \voulcl be but a hafty Sketch of a firft Sitting, 
and very muqh to the Prejudice of the Original. 

Cicero tells us, that cotild we fee the Perfon of 
WijUom with our Eyes, fhe would mife in us won- 
ilerful Defires-, but in Morijtn* (the Lady under out 
Confideration) you fee the perfefl Image of Maiefyy 
the Charadleriftick of Womanhood : So that ^vhilft 
her Charms eicits pur Admiration, Y cr Modefty awes 
our pe^res, and gives us a Sort of Tafte of a cefeftial 
Converfation, where the Beauty of the Objefts fhall 
tran/port us, and yet never be injurious to Innocenct^ 
and Vertue. If flie be not ulkative, it is "nor, that 
Ihe ever fails of pleafing, when flie fpeaks; but that 
Diffidence, whirh is always the Companion of good 
Senfe, confines her admirable Notions to her own 
Mind, which utrer\l, wouM improve the Hear5r< 
In ftiort, let Morifit^a fpeak for her fclf-, an t if there 
be any Defe£t in what I thus convey to you, affme 
your felf, it is mine, and not the Lady's, ' 

About a Month ago, I went to dine with Laudon • 
Jut tho^ I Came when JUinner was near over, yet, to 
Inf Satfe/adti»B5^r /o^n^^.f^ch Company, as few Ta- 
bles now-a-day$ can fciS-Tis^i, There I found EuftB'aj 
a Lady of exemplary Life, and who alham'd of 
beingreligious even igjb a6an do n edaii Age nor riiinks 
it any Scandal to her Underilanding, Tobe out of die 
Mode, when Vanity, Lighituefs, or Vice, , are in Fa- 
ihioxi, or any thing that carries the Face and Ap- 
pearance of either of them. She is nCr above Six 
and Twe my ; Aud cho' ihe has read much, and llz^-*-^ 
line Collediou of Books, ye^^cJ^ 7°" iiot find either 
a Novel, or Romance among thci»,'' 

Madam Mod^ came iii , whilft IWii 'tJj^ 
the fecond D^y. This Lady, I confcfs, is liable to • 
Ccnfure, on .Account of her Affcdhtion j but yet that 
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cannot extingmfli h w Merit, She has Wit, (he Iiat 
Yputhj Ihe has Beauty, Ihe is Gay, and gives into 
ajl the harmJefs-Gallantry of the Age v l^y this Means 
her Acquaintance is large, and by cionfequence not 
extreamly well chofen. Biit^ Cri*«, it>is no Wonder 
to find a young Lady c^rry'^d away with the Opinion 
of the Town in Matters of Wit and Poetry ; iince we 
nricet with fomc^of our grcatcft Dons, and might}* 
Pjrctenders to Judgment in thofe Matters, as entire 
Slaves to Vogut^ ai this ypung Lady, notwithftand- 
ing thofe Helps of a Mafculijie Education, which 
the Wonaea have aot the^ Happijucfs to . be admitr 
ted to. 

Madam X4^(0<ie is therefore a I'^d^, who aUvays 
profefles hcrfelf a^a admirer of every Play, Song or 
Ppem ,that happens to take with the To%yn, he it 
good or bad. ; and aib freely declares her utmoft Con* 
tempt of whatever in tJiat kind does not m^et with 
vulgar Sttccefs^ 

Jffachax, I4 Maii Is her Husband,, and always with 
her in all her Vifits and oth^r Pjom^nades, . He is a 
Perfon who has noExeufefor labouring under the fam^ 
falfe Sentiment, but that the -Fondnefs^ of a Husband ' 
Brakes ium doat fo on his Wife, as to. U^ti»4^ipcrtedr 
with every Thing that gkal**'her.'"^hen ever flie 
praifcs a Poemj^JW'irllds a Thoufand Beauties inJLty 
that no. Body clfe couM ever difqover, and the Vani- 
ty of the Auihor himfclf couM not af^ur^ to. Yet 
has he had an Univerfity Edncatibn ;^ has not only 
read the Antients, but repeats perpetually (out of 
his Lady^s 0>inpa«y) ^lyi/ and Hwrate, But the 
£arnj5Li»^the Fate of feveral of our Actjiiaintance, who- 
-tftay juftly be placed in thfi. Number of the Ignorantj, 
though they ace -perfctl Matters of both the Grnk 
and . th«- tatitfy for they have not fo natura} a . 
T^t^ for thcijr ijl Tafte, as our.w.or.thy Ifachar I* 



Tlue f-tme Day cam* vsiTyn^ si young Poer, wlix> ' 
hfts not been many Vears from Camhridge, Till this 
Gonverfation^ h'e was like the reft of our Town Wits', 
a» meer Rimefler^ or at moft, a good Jftrfifyer/ Smooth- 
nefs- of Verfe is now bert)rae fo common, -that it 
lofcs the Name of a iliftingnifliing P^rle^lion^, fo*-' 
Vis a cUfEcuk Matter to find air Ear (b wnharmonv- 
ows, as not to fall into Sbuiids that flow into eafie • 
N*iml>ers. And yet this is a QiiaJiry that gives the - 
glorious Name of Poets to FelJows vithout^airrttK, , 
without Juctgmenty without Imaginatio». ' Bii tTyra, 
Before he left us^- was fatisfyVr-that there was fome- 
thing elfe required to that Cfaarndter, much beyoncl 
lb worth lefs Tin Acconrplifhment, if I may give ic- 
rtiat Title;- 

I ihall oniy take Notice of on«RCharafter more^, 
and tkM is of AUnrtia* She is a Woman of a great 
deal of Fire, Fancy and Life ; and ^■{hJe^ltttsian In- 
cliiiation to the Miifcs, fo (he has j -in her Perfor- - 
mances, no -fmall ForGeofn«a1&fted Nature. For as ' 
fl« is.thoroughiy.'.aioqicdiited with no Langiiage buc 
her own, fo Ihe has never thought of tlie Duties and? 
Guides of Judgment in her Poetical -Biftysv Yet' 
hting Miftrefs of a Urge Share of igood Senfe-imd 
Reaibn,. fhe was cafily convinced thar- Ihe had * 
known but half the Qualctaes of a |uft •Pofett 

Thcfc were inoft^of our Company, and of thirr * 
Seintiments you niuft exp«A yoUT coming Entertaiftr * 
ment to be oomposM. 

As fopn as l4«io;i feiv me enter* the Rbom,- h« ' 
cryM out, Camaiiel^ I am. glad you are come^ to pift 
an End^ to thefe Melancholy Nasrration?) -wc- liave 
had of Plots,. Confpiracies, and Tavafjons. - Gi^me, 
Ladicsy: no more of your Political- Ntwj^ this Gext-' 
tlemau - will bri«g us* foroe't'hing:. mflfre ytapf ficl? afid 
/agrceablc'fromtthe RepiUriick^ of L^tc^r:^ • What 'He^'i=^ 
SongS;,^ew Satiiesy or new Pfefyfrhave the^MutH 
jftdwM wppii us of latCr • for Bufinefi ha«*«iiadc*Wi 
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futh a Tiuant to thefe AiEiirs, that t *a<n an- utter 
Stranger to all thoTe entertaining Noveltics^of which, 
this Town is generally €q fertile^ 

Hold, Sir,. ( (aid I ). give me leave to appeafe the 
Jpud Call of Nature for Repletion, before you cram* 
jne with Qiiellions which require a quiet Appetite 
to anAver with any tolerable Satisfaction. 

So fitting down and having fuflSciently appeasM- 
the Tmportunity of my Stomach,, and refreftiM my 
ielf wirii a Glq^ or two of generous Wine, Loudon 
renewing his Demands. - 

Why truly ( faid I ) the abun^lance of News, in 
State Affairs^ has made it \ery fcarre in J^r»/tjfw/ ; 
the Mountains of Sf^r/W haveengiofsM the Talk of 
the Town, and the Pens of the Writers fo mucli,^, 
that the forked Hill of Greece is almoft as filent as the 
; ©racks, and the Poett may now fay what ^^dtndii'h 
fi>mc Years ago. 

The Tdmphletem thgir VenomdaUy fpit^ 
They tbrw byXre^in^ and we Jiarye^hy Wit, 

. . -■ . 

Divilion and Party i<?:now fo much the Genius of 
the Age,, that it has tliruit it felf into the very Domi- 
nions ofHelhcn ^ and old Horner^ who after his Death 
was the eaufe of Sfrife to feven Cities, for the Ho- 
nour of his Nativity ; is now £b >bctw^eji tivo- Gen- 
tleraen, Avho coutentd for .che Mailery in the tranda* 
ting of him. One of them has only (to the Regret 
of good Jndges) given us the firft Book of the Iliads ; . 
tlie other, the iirft four ador|iM witli Pi^ur^s ai^ 
.fine Note's. If the latter has not done the bliml 
Bard Juftice, it hag not been for want of Encourage- 
jnenr,. fince he has had more fubfcribM to him fdr 
the Tranflationy than we can diicaver! the ^tnhoi^ 
ever got by tlie Original ; if at leaft it be'tfue,. that 
ibmen was in thofe low and narrow Cixcum^nceis,. 
vk^a h£ writ }ii$ adiiuiable Ca«in?i. 
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For my Viat ( laid laudon) I can never believer * 
that fiich a Spirit,* fuch Fire, a De/igii fo jucHci- - 
ou/ly weigHM, and fo perfetfl, coiiM be produced in Co 
miferable a Fortane, as the Traditionary Writers of • 
his Life have given him : For Poverty damps the 
generous Fire of Poetry, as well as that of Love. 
They are both the Qff-fpring of- Affluence and Eafe; - 
nor can I conceive how a Man, whofe Thoughts-^ 
inuft be craployM in a follicitous Care of Siii)fiftance, - 
couM ever be free enough to be filled with fuch l^irge 
and wonderful Ideas, as ar€ able to beget a Pleafure 
fo tranfporring in all who read film ; for Pain was 
never yet the Mother pf a, Child fo agreeable. It'' 
feems not indeed pollible that fuch vaft Acqui/itions 
of Knowledge in Philofophy, Policy,: Martial Dif- 
cipline, Theology, and all the other Arts, which 
require the whole Time and Application of the ' 
brigbteft tJnderftanding j^nd Capacity to obtain,. 
eouM be arrived at by Horner^ amidft the anxious and 
necefTary Avocations of a neceilitous Fortune. . .Fra-- 
ther think that he was either born.to a})lendrul, or 
at leaft an eafie Paternal Eltate ; or that by his M^r^ 
^ites^ his Battle of the Pro^^Sy lusHjwfWi, or what other 
Primary Eflays he made, he found fu'fHrieiu Reward- 
to enable him to undettake his J/Wi and Odyffeis^ 
for the Qr<ek Nation were never fo ftupid, fo Uttie 
r^cfincdj as to fufFer fuch Merit to remain- in that: 
Want, a.s the Writers of the Life of this Poerwou'd 
leave him in to his Death. Nor is it likdy that fo 
delicate a People/ as gave fuch commanding Force to 
the firft rud« Appearances of Poetry in Orj>heits,. 
among the nn cultivate- Thraciansy and jtrriphion yiinottg - 
the groffeil and leaft elevated Regions of Grefefy 
iflaouVl be fo.infenfible themfeives of die Divine Ex- 
cellencies in a prefent Poet. For it is, I Fancy ,^ evi- 
dent to - coipmon Reafon, that Learmng was not in 
its-Infkncy in Ho^jcr's Time^ as. had we. not loil Six. 
tMU^Uj^ tho nf ai nt Volttmef ul the St^Utp^uf Libiary^. 

mig'it 
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miglib dbnbrlefs hi made appear. And Itliink'Sif 
M^Jiiam TimfleH Cbnjeftures on this Head, in his firft*' 
Sflay, are very well" gifpimded ^ unlsfs we will fup- - 
poft Hbmtr to have been divinely infpired with 
ibiowledge in an Age of Uriiverfal Ignorance. Can* 
tv^e- fiippofe that the very repeating the Vtrfes of 
BUriYtieiy conM faVe fo many of the Mtenidns Liv'^csf , 
after the Rout of fikias ; and the fame Verfes of the- 
fame Poetj jdeliver Athens it fdf from DeftiUdtion,- . 
when taken by Z'ji/krtrfer and that the mpre. excellent 
Verfes of Hmer^ wanted P6wer with the fame Nati- 
<in? or. Rare of PeopltJ to get him an^ Eafioefs and 
Tranquility of Tortiuie T The Genius and Talle of , 
the Ptoph, forbid thofe farfe Imaginatinnf, .however- 
juftify'd by tRe Obfaurity of Time, and our Igno- - 
ranee of^the Fa£l. . But not tci infift<on an Opinioii, . 
in whiclt! all T^dition is againft me : . Pray, How 
.jft^nds the preftnt Controverfy: 

>X0tJ5: Faifh- ( anfwercdr) the Controverf/as yet 
y(fc|n%in^ nn^ecided :. Wiil^s C^ffee-Houfe gives it to the 
ftiur Books^. to the one. For my part (wha 

ijT>:a Perfiin indifFerenr, and a . Rciaincr to neither oF 
thoftr Rsfbrt?. of tht >EJj>rin)^ I nwafti fay this of Mr. . 
T^hllf^ thatt he fcms to have entered into the Soul^ 
«fl|$i»ire-: ITou are fhre,,at leaft,. of having fbme- 
l^fle of the Genius and Manper of the Poet,, whesn . 
you read hi*. Vbrfion..;;. for. there feems to me <a be a 
Ma{fculiiie.9frengthy.both in liii$ Ex^reflionand Num- 
bersj ..andithe Native- Siinylicity of tljat Old- Father . 
©f Vjerfe,. is not embatraftM with. ai>y Modern .Tunis* 
and Embellilhing Soffnelfts; Mr. jBq>e ha?- indeed kU> . 
the f^ftnefsand Harmpny of "the £j^<f4« Mcafu»esj as- 
Itinay call them ^ but whether he comes up to the- 
Ma jefty,^. and, "Variety of his.Authpr, I;:dare not de-- 
iermine. 

■ Ie is, not indwji^ to be fuppofeiJI,. tli^^t.any Mbdtnu 
Tongue Gan:co^roe.'up to^ that; of ^rme,. the mbftrhafr- 
jj^pnioMSj^wd' fittcftrfori^^erft: af. any? that- rvtr/^vas- 
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tn tire World; butrtnow^ that a M*fter of the Krtg-^ 
nth Numbers is capable of giving a wonderful Varie- 
ty of OAdencej of which a vulgar finooih VerfifyeiP' 
has not the lead Knowleld^. No Body ever denied^ 
fmt rh?it' dmtdikn*^ Verfc were minieronsy and floWd*^ 
fweetiy enough) but every School almoft krtowf,>, 
that the perpetual Identity of Ckdehce, in- that^ 
Author, bteeds a JSatiety, which is never found in 
Firgil; J>fyden^' wirb was the greateft Mafler of JETtg-^ 
fi/lr-Verfification^we have yet known, was perfedlly 
acquainted with the agreeable- Secret of diverlifying^ 
his ISumbers, I canU help obftrving, That fbme of 
the zelldus Pi.Ytizans of fhe fubfcrili'd Tranilation, 
exprefy a miglity-Afkoniflinient* at the Notes it is fer 
our with ; but ah^-i That is only the Labqur of the 
Hand, a meer Tranfcript from A*nthors who have 
gone before, and give not the liiuft Addition to thei 
Merit of the Tranflation.^ - 

But leaving the Divi^oh of th6 Merits of the 
€iufe, to thoie two Sovereigu»Tribunals of Wi//h and 
nutfon^i:, I thai)'- only obferve, That Mr. BtfyH; Rirle of 
Etpedhition %ras through!/ emplo^df and every one 
caine into the SUbfcription,' in fdlf Af!ura.nce-that- 
this Expedhition wouM be as Ally anfwer^d; 

That Rule of Mr. Sayh (faid tdudhnjhas generally 
producM th^ contrary Effcik in mer as>to Men, as werf 
as Poein$*5 f'^' F itave mof^ commonly found fo vaft 
a Difierence- between the prow i^d Excellence, and 
the real Befeft, that t%vo -Contrtries cQuHl- net be 
more opjofiit : ^yj' this HuJe has been- ilifrnitelj^', 
difadrantageous-'to them,- by-taifing Expd^tion >t6 
the Height, ^ and npt fiipplying much as JxUn*s 
€loHd CO our eager fPurfuits. 

Who- that has read Grintaldi^ Trafts^ \vouM not 
That-we^/^had a.JSeCond- Cat$ amongft us ; . 
and that! PitbHck Spirit had- fhrvivM all the Attatk> 
Q^:th<igiwYing;AyAxicC'Qf thi5ft. ktc^ Ages. But 
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come cfofe to hiiB, and ym ^ mvtovr 
SoulM ftlfifli Creature ; a mean Parfiier of iittle By- 
e;icls ; a Prodigal of Proiriifes,- ^nd* endearing Allu- 
ranees bar filch as were no more to be* confided in,; 
than a Whojre's Vows and Tears, aiKl a Sharper's Ca-. 
reffes. Who that hears Boanerges^ can chuft but 
think, that the old Primitive Zeal of the ^poftolical 
Times, is revived in ours, notwithftandiiig the daily 
Efforts of lacredallty and Atheifm ? " Bur alas ! Draw 
«he Veil, and ypirdifeover the Man ; .P>ide, Ambi- 
tion, Avarice, Revenge and Irreligion, appear in all 
his Aftions a;id Purfiiits. 

Thus when has ftnt Abroad t\vo or three 

detachM DefcripHons, Expedlation isrousM, and yon 
perfuade your felf that the whole Poem is of a Piece v 
bi^t when you come near, and view it more clofejy^ 
yqv find it a wrerched Medly of incoherent Patches 
of Fehet^ J^rifey-Woolfay^ 2.n<\ fometimc? Clotl> of 
Gold, Init feJkiom any Thing fo precious in all his- 
foIuminQus S^riptions,. which render the . whole,- 
tiie vifible Produ£l of a moft miferable Poerafler. 
Thefe trifling Authors make th em feives indeed taken 
Jlotice of, but certainly not murh to their Advan- 
tage. They jnight ptherwife have |)aft ^lently, and 
HJfipbJferved, from the BoQkfellers ,?talk, to the To- 
ta^oniftf, ]?aftfy-Cooks, or Grocers,, with ^bjiindance 
(^f inpiut^jympre jfner|itoriQ\is W/?r}c \ but they chofe 
:[^;t^er in their^ Pafiage to be acqij^inted vith Ig- 
ii<?n^iny, and mf^e t|)^^r Pxft in. a. Koilf, thouglY 
i;i.one fq dlf^-gree^blc an;Hi£s5ibr they can ne- 
v?r gp, off lyuh the mpye joyfuS CJags of an Au- 
^iepc?. ... 

Of a jult and judicious Audiencey I gianr yon,. • 
({aid I), but that is not to be found in thcfc^Regiojis, ^ 
wl^ere fenoraiuje, and Caprice piefide ani^ detqimir^e 
|he ¥?^e of ^Qno^Je^ge a#4 W^^^^^^ Tljdre.%t?c,Earcet 
Efforts^ which ^o ji^^fprc ^he main J3o<Jy pf our Au-? 
ikm Performances^, have &ldom failed- of Succefs^^ 
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with the Vuljgan and how prevalent a Pkrt that i» 
of this City yoir know : So that Fcan^t think theu- 
Author ofthe fiibfcribM i*»»»fr out in his Pbliticks in- 
the Method he took. 

But granting all th^ r^iid ZWii»i^>'«/ nay^ gmting 
that the Translation it felfis good ; yet can^t I dif- 
cover how that can make a Poet. We find none ar- 
rived at that Title ampng the Greeks and Romans^ by 
any prof&fs'd Tranllation : Terence indeed^ and PAtm* 
tus took their Comedies from Mendtider^Md fome other 
Greek Poets; b|tt thtir they ma4e them Originals, 
and hare giv^n us in thera^th^c Sjpiii^ Freedoni: and 
Maftery' or Originals f nor cah^Wfe at this Dilihince 
difcover, that they did much moee than make a 
meer Imitation of them., Seneca had l)ee» guilty of 
fewer Errors than he is^ if he had kept clofer to £«* 
ri fides and Sophocles^ in thofe Plays, where he has 
eh^of^ the jfame SuWeft with ^hQfe great Poets. 

J^/Poet it a ;much iiiore exceiletit Thfng^i thaniartjr 
/raiiflatot cai.be ; ibii: he th8.t d.eferv«ft tliat Nanue^ 
muft difcover a Slipream Judgment and Genius, and 
fiich great Qiialities, as have given Life to Horner^ 
fhoctes^ Murifides^ f^ir^ii^ &c. for & many. Hundred 
Years. 

While irfjw/lMI wa^ t^^s ea|mel| ojl thp Sxfellence of 
Poetry, We fdund thatMorij&^i ana were hot- 

ly enpgM in a Difpute ; and. on Enquiry into the 
Mattel', ^ E^tk ftitl, ^Mafifina i&' reviving her qid 
Enmity to Poctyy^ %nd witJi foroe Warmth expreffes 
her Wonder, that Men of your Se'nfe (hould employ 
your Thoughts and your Time on fuch Singling and 
impious Trifles*! 
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T HE 

POETRY. 

DIALOG U E L 

^ iJbr Nature^ Zife^ EKceUeno^i Mifc^ and Frof^ 
greff ef P o e^t k y; 

IMuft confefs) (faid Bufetia) I.;im'not-a lirtk 
fui'J)rized to find Men, and Chriftians fo much 
fakeA up with Confidetatioiis of? wharis at befl' 
hut an un;u£bTas]cput on^o»>'syat School, and 
the Labours' of idolitrou« *Heathensj vaiid vo- 
V il . luptuous' AthciftS;:,:ef)pecially, -when Reaf^ 
a^d |leUg4oa-a£ford Ol3^£ls ib much mojre worthy 6£ 
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their Thoughts axfd Application. What can' be more 
fiiblime, and more worthy the Employment of a ra- 
tional Mind, ttein? the Consideration of the wonderful 
WorJcs of the Deity ?' The Vaft Expanfi irepleni£htd 
with thofe amazing A'ppearanoes that fill the SbuI 
with a hrge and jiift idea of the Producer of all thefe 
Wonders: Tlie in effible Attributes of an Omnipotent 
Being, . which as-he made us all, fulbflns by his Pow- 
er and Goodiiefs, the whole Syftem of things^ the 
various Faculties of that Image of this Being, the 
human -Mind r Or, to come, lower down,* what can 
afford a greater Pleafure, than toildok into this little 
World Man himfelf, and view thfc Order, Ufe, and 
l)i(pofitioH of his Parts, all^eithtr depending on one 
another, or adapted to thie Prefervation, or Eafe ©f 
r the Whole? 

But if again we rai(^'onr Thoughts from the mira!^ 
culous Operations of the Divine Maker^ Power, both 
in the great World, and?" the little one,, to his Good- 
nefs, in his Love to Mankind,' in fe:hding down his * 
Dnly S6n to redeem usI)y his own Pstins^, De^th) ind 
Ig^aominjj from that Fprfeituit our own Follies and 
Vices had made ; and»b^ leaving behind lilm fhch^ 
Rules,, that th< very Unbelieve|s themfelves allow 
fufficient to make the whole Kind happy^ if follow^ 
ed as propofed. . ' ^ * 

But can any things oppofe- thefe Rulis, . this merci- 
fttl Defign of our Comfort SUid Felicity, more than 
the Art (if you wiit have it called fo) ,of Poettry*; 
for this debauches Mankind, dei^roying his Vertue 
ajid Piety, while it ftrcngthem hi» Piilions, and in- 
dulges theit Government, fbothing all his vitious 
Inclinations, corjrupting his Morals, »nd kllaig afleep 
ail Remonie iu' the falfe but bewitching Charrt* of 
[ the Vanities of Love and Luft ; of Rage, , Violence) 
I Revenge, which taking Poffefiion of -a Soul now 
uj?d. to th$ Pieafiwre- of fiich ftrong Emotions, finds 
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all ijic calm Impulfes of Religion, imaffcSing an3 

For what are al],the,$ub;c£l:s the Poets have chofen 
td write qn, but I^uft, (which they, mifcal Love 
Revenge, (which jthey ttignify with the fpeciotis Titl^ 
pf Honoui;,) AjCurders., Rapfes, Inc^ft, and the like ? 
And thefe wi^li their whole Skill they adorn with all 
the Alluremenw of Numbers ai^d Language that Wit 
and Wiclcednefs can. fupply. You have your fclf 
averred, that Poetry is the Product of Affluence and 
Eafe ; b^it a Chriftian Life is a Life jierfe^tly oppo- 
jSte to EaCe y 'tis a Life of Mprrification and Self- 
Denial ; a perpetnal "ft^arfare againfl the ^orld, the 
Plefli, and the Devil ; an Enemy; to tliat lazy Traiv 
jquillity ;^nd Indolence tji^t niui^ give a Relilh to Poe- 
try, as well as a Rife to it, * - i 

Nor axe thefe my Sentiments only ; we find the 
Primitive Fathers of t^ie Oiurch as iealous againjft it, 
cas Words can exprcfs. If you will not regard me a 
jRlly Voinan, will you t9^^^ Noriqe pf Tertull'tauj 
St. Cyril^ St.Cyfriany %x,CUmnt' of Atexandftd^ St/Chry- 
foftofthi ^^^^ ^uuinfiin^ the laft of whpm begs^God 

iimfelf, with Sentiments of Pl^afjite. Nay, the 

(for fome Religion well followel is better 
than none) even in thefe latter Ages, and in the 
jd^rkeft St^te of Popery in Sfain^ difcover a handfom 
^5eal agai^f^ th^t Part of it called ^nmofitki as?eVj» 
^^^f Q¥ f^mimlU'i and fpme others 

^it, thatyou nfi^y^npt think, that I hs^ve notliiiorg 
hiox N^mes %o urge, mftre Authorities withQi¥D-R<raf0n,. 
let . what is brought hy L^Stamms fatisfy yon to the 
contrary. The Qomiek VabU <fays he), brings nothing to^ 
yiBur Confideration^ hut thi Pgh)»4ching of Virgtm^ .or the 
^rigms of Wqmenof a fiand^Uous ctiavn^tr: And tite 
morf excillej^ the J^oet, the dee^fr the Imprifpons aro 
fn^djs on _ t{?e He^reni, The Fm^liffs ami Bdegance of titer 
fy^fnl^on^ fix the^ii Things in the Minds of tlie Audience, , 
• / . And 
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jljtd Tragedy hrtJ^s nothing e/fi before you, hut Tarti- 
cidts^ Ihceflsj and other Wid^ednrfs^ in all their F^mf and 
Jffkpuficence, 

But if this touch you not, as the Reproaches 6f 
thoft \vhoni Religion had made its Enemies,* hear 
Tlate himfelf a Heathen Philofopher : He' tells us, 
that Frjipdj. Rapine, and all Manner of Violence,' 
are cbnimanded or countenanced by the Poets, and 
that by Precedents and Examplesdrawn from the G6ds 
themfelvcs. Thus is Mercury made the God of Steal- 
ing^ and how undutifully does Juftttr himfelf deal 
with his Father? What Pi(jues, Feuds, and domeftick 
Quarrels among the Gods in Heavenl God is never td 
be reprefented (fays this ad miiible Philofopher) whe- 
ther in Songs or in Tragedy^ ojtherwift than JufVj 
Good, and Gracious, and on no Account to be faid to 
be the Author of EviK Thus Homer, your idolized 
Homer, is guilt}^ iVhen he telh you of two VefTels in 
JufitevH Cellji/ of Gifts, to be beftowed on huinart 
Kind ; qne full of Good, the other full of Evil, aiid 
that he getoemlly* delights to mit them. \ 

Of* the fame Kind is the Broil and^ ControverfJ^ 
among t\e Gods, put to the Arbittation of fUfhtr 
and Themis, 

Nor muft God be reprefented as difgiiifing himfelf^ 
and putting on /everal Shapes, to carry on fbrae Cheat 
and Impofture; or indeed, be capable pf any Change,. 
Paflion, or Perturbation. Nor is the lying Drearii 
fcnt hy Jufnter\6 A^atHen^rtOTtj to be excufed: So fenlj- 
blc was even a Heathen Philofopher of the Abufit 
aad fiJTe Notions of the Deity, Which wdre ^))rcad 
by the Poets^ . 

* But this Condu£l of the Poets touchHl not only 
the Philofophers ; feme of their own Tjribe and Fra- 
ternity, out of Envy, I^evenge, or fome other Mo- 
tive, hav^ laid open the Crimes and Guilt of other's, 
thus I find thu Arlfiofha^Sy^ gis I have feen him (juo- 
^ed, accu/es ^^^ril'i^/ey for byinging on the Stage 
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fh£dit4^9y Stenoh^\ aiid fiich like wicked Strumpets ;^ 
and that he taught by his Exjireflions, SceJ)trcifiTi, or 
an univerfal Doubt .of all things the molt evident ^uid^ 
certain that arc, which made the Wayteafy to Athe-. 
ifm : That h*i farther^, by Words^ infihuated the Ufe 
of Equivocation, and juftified Perjury. 

My^Tongue did Sveeary. Mind was neyer Sworn, 

If thefe were the Faults of your Euripides^ Horner^ 
and th« reftyihow have the Moderns improvM them 
in theirWickednefs ? Look into om Be/tumont^ JPletchert 
And what are their Plays, but a general Butchery ancl 
Brothel, where every on^ is mui[deJed or Aebauched ? 
No Charafter £o &cxtdy but is there prophaned : An4 
if rhe^^e;!!'^;^ made.Kiugs unfortunajte under zpemo^ 
^^^fy 1 they wake them wicked UJider a Monarchyt 
Wicked do I fay; nay, abandoned, more- profligate, 
and lefs reafonable^ than Natuie ever produced in any 
Climate, or any Age. . . 

What are the King- and if o King j the Mdid^s Trdgedj/j 
and the reft- of their celebrated Plays, but unna- 
tural and ittiiieceflary Murders, and exceflive and in- - 
cefluoust What are mofV,. if not all of our Co- 

medies, Uu downright Obfcenenefsitnpudeutly"©ffe«r*d 
to the View of Laiaies of- Virtue and- Honour, and 
Men of the firft Quality ? 

But not to -confine my^ielf to the . Stage in my Ac- 
cufations of Poetry what are their other Parrs of 
this bpalled Art,. -but .Exoitrfions into: Folly,* Luxury^ 
liufty Hud Prpfanenefs? Caft but your Eye iilto your 
Mifceifeiiief, nothing-but vain Lxwe^. Deifying your. 
Miftrefies, and Debauching the very Holy Scriptures 
th.eniielYes,,to youx.vile Purpofes: Aivd thisismofl 
evident in Cewiiey himfelfy in that Part of lus Ptf&ms 
called his Mifirefs '^ thp* a JReverend-Pjrel^te has cn- 
deavourM to wafh that Poet white, to no Purpofe^ iii 
my poor Opinion, fince ,he has rarher contaminated 
Lirof<?if in the D.efehce, than juftifyM his Friend. EOC 
il irouJj. bcJievc^ that/ this . Life Coxttty » was 
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wrhtenibeFofethat woJrthy .Diviiw -^vras enceted into 

"^But <|uittitig the Impiety of ^^Poetry, -wHch, I 
think,; is' (leyoiid Controveidyy I would fain know^ 
rin- wiiat* lies its Excellence ; a Tiniferable Jingle of 
• Words, and Soimds of no Mamaer of Ufe or Advan- 
tage to human Kind, All other Arts, are of Ufe Li 
fLife ; this pretends only to Pleaftirc, and that a very 
'Weak and faint one, in my Opinion, and produces €o 
little Regard and Advantage in the gisneral Efteem of 
the Wwld, that the needy Profeffors of this divine 
Ar^ as^yoiLcall it, - are the mod (candalous and de- 
fpisM of the Creation: Idle, laiyr, indolent, Things, 
whoft Heads are fo full of fboJifli Points, quaint Ex- 
preflions, and Jingle of Sounds, that there is no 
Room left in them for Prudence, Reafon, and a ne- 
ccfTary Care of themfelves. 

Cuftom. has; indeed fixM the Poets in. the Schools,^ 
for the Ufe of Boys,;, but then one would think, that 
when they are arrived at Man> Eftate, they fliould 
ceafe to play the Chiid, and quit Poetry and Verfe, as 
they do Tau and ChiKk- far thing. I wifti indeed the 
Schools iiftd our Children to better Books; for^thefe 
often fix themfelves fo in their Heads, in their tender 
Years, that they cannot get off the Folly all their 
Lives after, to the Ruiu of many a hopeful Youth, 
that might elfe have thriven in the World, and have 
been ufeiul iu his Geiieration, to the Support of him- 
felf and his Family, by fame honeft Employmcm :, 
Whereas, being now bcwitch?d with l^oetr^, he is 
vilely content to be a Slave to fome one or more 
Bookfellerf, twhio-h wretched ,Maintenance i§, per- 
haps, helped out a Jittle now and then by a fordid 
Alms, ^ot by flattering feme worthlefs great Man, 
who, tho^ lie be fpnd ,of the Adulation, will yet be 
more generous to his Miftrefs, orchis F^tt it Chtunh^ej 
than to one of th^e infpired Soj>s q£ Afollib 



For 
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For ihattie then (O Zaudr») foice the World jttftJy 
allows yoii Seiife and Untlerftanding, and your Ao- 
^quainrance kncm yxm have Religion, cfpoiife no more 
a Tirifiej a peiliferbus Tfifle, which is evidently .op- 
pofite to both 9 that can atford as Utde real Ples^ure, 
as Profit, and is evidently deftrudive of Religion 
and Morality, 

Here Eufebia made an End ; and after a little Paufe, 

' MortJ^nay ill the. moll graceftil Manner in the World, 
thtis began, addreffing her feJf to Eufebia, 

Oh ! MyEufibUy {faid ihe) you began yourlnve- 
6Vive ag^iinft the moft harmonious Art in the World, 

' with fo much HariDdny, that you ravifhed my Sou! 
up to, nay, I think, above the tliird Heaven,; where I 
viewed about me in the vaft extended Space, Myriads 
of himinpus Bodies turning round on their own Axes^ 
and as many Turbillions, or Whirlings of their fe- 
veral de'peiiding Planets moving round them in a 
wonderful and conftant Order, fetting forth the Om- 
nipotence, "Goodnefs, Bounty, and Wifdom, of that 
eternal Poet, tir Creator, who deifigned, produced, 
and formed the harmonious Poem of the Univerfe, 
But in this not knowing it your feJf, you exerted the 
Poet in the great and glorious Images of thofe Mira- 
cles, which you fet before us. I confefs, that there 
is no Objedl more capable of fatisfying the large Appe- 
tite, and reftlefs Deiire of the human SouJ, whofe 
extenfive Faculties nothing ftems able to iilJ, but that 
Supream Being that fills the univerfal Space, that is, 

* God. • Certainly, there is no Body that is capable of 
thinking julHy, or that can raife his Thought above 
the tranfitory Goods of this fublunary World 5 at 
kafl-, I am confident, that there is none of this Com- 
pany who is not of Opinion,- that the Confiderati- 
ons of Religion^ its Duties, its Rewards, and the 
like, are the chief, if not the only SatisfadVion, 
they can receive, without any Wearifomnefs or Sa- 
tiety. But then, thefe fublime Speculations, which 

you 
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tyoii hswr€! mendontfd^ are confined to a ytxy fcvfy in 
a Life fo Aftiye, as Provdde^Jiec ha^fcemM to ordain 
that of Mankind to be. The neceflSiry Refnit'of 
thofe rDiities v% hich oiirSubliftance and Happinefs im- 
pofc upon us, require fo.many, and fiich frequeilt 
Avocations, that this is a PJeaftire not often to be 
enjoyed, and not by any confiderable Number of the 
•Species. And how excellent foever thefe Seraphxck 
Contemplations may be, as certainly they ai!e excel- 
lent ; yet they appear to me, t?o be of a jnore inferi- 
:or Degree than thofe Duties of Religion which hare* 
.aa immediate Regard to A<aion, and our focial En- 
gagements to one another: For thofe are coniin d to 
JParticulars, and the Joys they give, as well as the 
^Cood they bring, extend no farther than to our felves; 
'^but thofe of AeHon, to all Mankind 

The whole Current itnd Drift of both the Old and 
New Teftamcnt, is to tnake 'us good Neighbours, that 
is, ufefi^l Members of the Society in which God and 
JNature have placM us. To this End are all the Do- 
^rines of our Saviour direfled, that we love God 
'above all things, and our Neighbour as- our felves ; 
and this very Love^of God is determined by our Love 
of our Neighbour. At this fame Aim levels the Sub- 
duing, or Reducing our Pailions Ind Appetites into 
juft Bounds; fo that they may not tlnnll)ort us to 
oiFer Injuries to others, which is the whole Buiineis 
/of the Gofpel ; which, if indeed v^t felly and faith- 
fully follow^d^ there would be no Need of any other 
Help to our Iiiftrudion or Condudt. But in an Age 
when thofe Divine Doctrines liave not all that Influ- 
ence wliich they ought to have: Nay, when Men are 
fo cold too, and. fo negligent of thm, certainly, 
swrhatever contriUutes to the fame End,; and to rotlze 
the Minds of Men to tht>fe 'Duties whichythe Gofpel 
jecom meads, muft be allotv«il to have proportionable 
Value to the Good they produce : How far Poetry 
does this, we ihall fee hereafcer. 
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Hoi«.iFc«r, 4Lgsiin, however valuable and excellent 
tltefe Conrefliplatioiis really may be, yet' I canhot 
<htd them eiiioinM by our great Teacher, who came 
-d<»vii from Hearen to inftrudt «s ; nor coiild thi^ 
indeed be enjoinM by him, becatife fo few are capa- 
4jle, by Underftanding, andXcifure, to put them in 
Pradice : But at the fame Time, that thefe contem- 
plative Duties are tiot in joined, I find an^xinexceptio- 
itable Injunction of ttiet Duties of ♦A£lion. 

- Bntmy £ji/e^f4, I^iJl not force a- Senfe upon yonr 
♦'Woards, which, doubtlefs you never delignM them : »I 

Mfill not ^ppoi'^i ^l»at you mean, that thefe,Medita- 
tions<are atleaft general Duties of Religion; but that 
fhey are more worrhy, ami mone noble Employments, 
of'our leifure Hour«, than adiy thin^ elfe. Give me 
Leave to ask you one -Queftian, fair Eufebktj "Whic»h 
'wowld you ybur feW -prefer, that nobk, and truly ge- 
^netrotis Prince, 'Jwho deplored th e Loft of a Day, wh^n 
he had not done'fome more than common Good, or 
thotfe Menaftidk Rcclufes .( who were fo far finm 
troubling rhemfelves' with tiie Care of others, that 
; rhey were entirely provided for themfel ves) with 
their Pretences of the fublime Contemplations of their 
Solitude*-: I am confident, that fo generbus and pitb- 
' lick a Spirit as Jiw/r6»«, will give it to the Einperor, 
i notwithilaaiding the iandbimonious Look-and Habit, 
as*well as Pretences ^f the Monk. ' 

- God. has forraM us for Socie y, and 'whatever con- 
trikite6«4noft to.tha« End, muft be *moft agreeable to 

- the A^ithor of u«, and by Confe^uence, moft merito- 

- ricnis in Mankind, deftinM to tJiat fame End. 

^ I am perfwaded. That you are too much a Miftre/s 
of Jleafon, and of" too delicate and refinM a Tafte, to 
fet up for an Advocate of Barbarifm and Ignbra«de, 
and ^to exclude a Man from the Study and Lea-rniiig 
of alLManner of Arts iind Sciences whatfoever, whe- 
ther Mechanical or Liberal : For that indeed would 

•be 
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6< ft pcrfe^l Piece of Dm S^uUtotifm^ and the Setting 
up a Notion that is noc only utrerly impradtic^ble, 
but what, if were not fo, innft Ueprive us of ma*, 
ny of the NecCT^ry and aJl the Decencies of life. 

For of Arts, fome are NeceiXary to our Ever-fieing 
and Sublifbnce, and others to our WeJl<>Being. If 
no Arts were allowable, but £uch as were immediate^ 
]y and indifpenfably conducive to our Subiiftance, . 
ten Pans in Eleven of the World inuft become idl* 
and ufelefs. A Tent- Maker feems to be none of theXe^ 
and yet we find it to have been the Occupation of the 
Apoftle of the Gentiles^ and at which, he wrought^ 
even during his Miilion, towards his Support: Nor^ 
had the fame Saint been without the BeneSt of thoie. 
inore liberal, which he had learnt at the Feet of 
OamalUL 

You do me but Juftice, replied Eufehia^ when you, 
imagine, that I am not for the Suppreilion of ail 
Planner of Arts and Sciences; that were, to .prefer^ 
the dark Night of Gathici Iguoiance, to the politer .Day» 
,of Athens andl?frJ«e, I allow all ufefulMechanick Arts^' 
and all profitable Sciences and Arts, which didiu* 
guifli Men from Brutes, and the civilizM, from ihe^ 
barbarous Part of Mankind. But I am for excluding 
idle and ufclef«? Arts^ which, as they fprung from 
Vanity, and Luxury, fo they- are directed to the Suj)- 
port of their impious Origins, without any Mariner, 
of Benefit to human Society: And of this Number I 
look upon Poetry to be the PrincipaL 

I am gl^d, {aid Morifina^ that I have not miftaken 
your Sentiments in what I liave faid; for then I 
cannot be far from the Right ; and yet, my dear. 
EufebUj I fear, if you cut olf ail that have proceeded 
from Vanity and Luxury, you will be thought ncv 
great Friend to I&duflry, nor have mucli Inteteft in 
our trading Cities and. Corporations, which o\tq 
their Opulence to little elfe, Im th^s en fajfant. 
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. I Ropa thefefbrti thiit Jjfeu ^ih fahiier graitt fee,' 
thitthofe Arfs whMi'are inoft eh*jjioif>«ed in biir A«H- 
cnis^Kand fheir SoiVfe, mir Maiinertfc ^hich rtiejr 
form khd regulate, are the mofen'aJUaOTe Al?ts. I ctaFd 
lyelicr^ that you will likewift allow, thit ^t is uot 
pciflible fbr 'Meh in the prefeut State of Jnimaii AdairS) 
t6 be wholly with out DiVerfioli, the Mind irttift bfe 
Comeritnes feleafed from the teenfenefs of Though t, 
ahd the fatiguing Purfliit of Bu/iilefs, ^dr it .could 
ne-irer go xh ro' th e Dii ties in cnmberit uphn it. 

''This I wULarlfo grsmt you, ."C^id JE«/ff^>, bedaT>fe 
indeed ritieem« to carry its own Evidence in Experi- 
ence ; and the wife 5o/tfwo« confirms it, when he tells 
rth^it there is a Time for all thinjgs; a Tinfie t« 
JiviSrk, and a Time to play^ ktit then it dbes not fbl- 
?low, tliat fhefe Relaxations ihoivld be either derived 
.from, 'or prodiiflive of Guilt. 

Suliini'tfi/ig therefore, afTumVl iJforfyZffrf, Poetry t« 
^he^fja're Icicle of a meer Diverfion, it isasTuch neceA 
•i^ry ; Ijut it is ii Biverfion that conveys Virtue to our 
•tii>guarded Hour?, and makes its Way, by perAvaiiv« 
€>leafure^ to fix it felf in the Heart, in the Midft of 
^our'Recreations. 

Firft, 1 think it 4naybe eafily made out, that there 
i*s nothing has a greater PoWer and Influence on the 
sHeart, than Poetry, ^eafon from its Nature aiferts it^ 
Experience avows it frcJm Fa&s beyond Con troVeffy. 
So that if ^e .ciin jrove, that Pdetijr 'employs that 
Powpr for tlie vBenefit of the Mirid, or may, or has 
employ^ it to that End, I gain my point. 

Poetry is compounded of three Arts, nay, of th« 
;Efielice of 'three ntoft illitlhious Arts (or perhaps^ 1 
might JitftJy'i^y, was thelParentof theiir) Efoquence, 
Muifibk, and l^iiinting. But theft three 'Arts haVe gi- 
veil abundant'I^rbofs of what <l;rong Imurtlliohs they 
sC're cajSable 6f triakiiTg on the human Soul, wheii in 
their P^rftiS^ibiu I have, my felf, wholim no'gre'at 
JReadei^ read of Examples in Grtw and UiU^j of this 
- Force 
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^oj(ce 1 fpeaic of, where Perfons "have fiBcn in Lovfe 
with Figures admirably drawn by fome great Paii> 
ters; nay, that the Artifts themfelves have been ena- 
jiiourM of their own Draughts, and doated on them ^ 
as on a Miftrefsof real Flefli and Blood ; and this has, ' 
among the Painters, dillinguifhM the Pidlares 
iOf the faipe fland, into thofe drawn by iScudy, Ap- 
^ication^ and lx)ve; and it is obfervM, that the 
iroduiUof* the laift are always the moft admiriWe. 

"Wc have undoubted Hiftory (as I am afltirM by 
f;ood Authors) of two Greeks ; one was fo far in Love 
with the Statue oTVenufj that he venturM his Life in 
being lock d into her Temple aH Nighty for the Op- 
portunity of iatisfying his Paflion; ^nd the other 
j^hiM away, and died for being hind red from perpe- 
tually gazing xi\iy admiring and embracing of a StStr 
xnt in the City of JUhens. 

But left thefe be thought the Effca: of Madneft, 
more than of the Art, let any one of the leaft Gttfi^ 
caft his' Eyes with Indifference, if he can, on th^ 
Paintings of B^fhael^ Rubens^ or any other great Ma- 
fter, where the Paffions are delineated. No, it is im- 
^oilible to view that of our Saviour being take#. 
4ilown from the Crofs, done by Jordan of Antwerp^ in 
the Hands of the Duke of MarUorcugh^ and not have 
Jliis Soul traiisiixM with that S\vprd of Sorrow, which, 
-is faid to have piercM that of the Virgin Mother on 
that Occafion, and which is fo admirably expre£s*d 
in her Figure in this very Piece. 

The Pofiver of Mufick has furnifli'd ns with many 
•Stories, as well 4is Fables. As the Cure of the Sting 
of the TatamuU^ the Charming of the Bites of Ser^ 
jpents, and the Cure or Allay of an Evil Spirir, are 
what daily Experience proves in If*/;, and what the 
/Holy Scriptures themfelves confirm to us on th^ lat- 
t^ Account. 

The Force of Eloquence, that fo often raised, and 
appcasM the Vialeiicc of Popular Comtaouax^'^.^ -^vvV 
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causVl fuch Cofivuliloiis it^.Attms anfl Kame, is moft 
feiiCbly (j^fcrib d in a mot!crtt Author, tVhbai!I ha\'^ 
lately been reacUng. U> need Only coiiiider ftf/rn 
iays be, cue of the greateil and wifeft of mortal 
Men; ro fee hira come on the Tribunal fiijl of Ha- 
tred aud Revenge, with a determine Refojution to 
,condenjn Vgarius^ ye^, upon the Force of CcnoS 
El^^qucnce un an Oiation in his Defence) began td 
change Countenance, turn pih, fluke X6 that De- 
cree, that the Paper he held fcJI out of hi? Hands, afs 
if he .had been' frightenM with Words (obferves bur 
Author) \vlio was never fo with lilowf, and at lail 
cbjinge ^I'diis Auger into Clemency, and ac.juit the 
Xrimina], iuHtad of condemning of him. 

But the Jlrength of thefe three mighty Powers are 
:iwuied in Poetry, and has made it formerly to be 
thought to be Infpired, and give it the Name of l>i- 
viae;yHor can it indeed be dil][)uted, but that the 
> Force of nice Reafoning, and the height of Concep- 
tions and, Ex pr eili on £ may be, and are found in Poe- 
tiyaswcllas in Oratory: The Life, and Spirit of 
Keprefcntaticn or Pidure, as much as in Painting, 
^iid the t'oice of Soimds, as well as in Mufick j and 
how, far tjieie thsec Natural Pow^r«, joined* together, 
.jnay extend, and to wiiat wondeiful fiflfe^ls, I Jeave 
to thofe who have throu^hry cojrfiderea "them. 

But 1 fhink it fo far from being a Doubf, whether 
ilic Force of tliefe three Ar^s aie in l^oetry, that it 
may be ealily prov''d_, that they drew what they have 
from Poetr3^. Long before "Periclesj Demofihenes^ or. 
the other mighty Speakers ot Athens ; we find liefior 
and V/jlfss in Horner^ Mafters of all the Powers of 
. Elo<]uence: Ajidas Mu/ick confifts of fhort and long 
Sounds, ajul thof*; laisM higher or deprefsM lowci:, 
it feems to my weak Judgment, that this MHod;- 
ous Ait was likcwife born of Virfe, which as I have 
read, efpcci;illy in the Creeky con/ifts 6f the fame; 
y hoL\y has heard how OBaina fwounM away, 

on 
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on KirgiN reatUng fome Ver/es in his Sirrh Book of 
JBneids, Then for IHiin ting, the moft maftcrlyPro- 
tlufls of it, in all Antiquiry, were drawn from Ha- 
fner, Eafbranor came" to ^fW»r, oil flirpofe to hear 
a Profeflbr read that Poet, r t He might f orm his 
lilea of Juph^r iri his Painring, from tlii? Poct^s De^ 
fcription, by which he made a Porrraidt, that wi* 
the Woniler of after Ages. The fame hapned to J/'.- 
dtas^ in that admirahle Statue of Juf her^ which he 
mat!e after the Model, he fonnd in the fame Place of 

Th^re is indeed no manner bfQ.neftion, but that 
tnte Poetry lins Force to raife the PalfiiMif, and ro 
^Uay th?m ; t6 change or to errihgtHih ihtm : Thus 
'the. tirooping Conwge -of the Laceiernvniars^ w\s 
animated by thePf>etry <^f Tyrteus And the R?Vj*nge 
anil Cnie!ry of Jhalatis^ chxngM into Xiadaefs and 
Efteem, by the Odes of S!re/rtff?or«.<. 

From what I have ftid, rhe Pr of lu ft Poeri r. 
ow ihc H?arf^ tli* Sonrfe of AmonJ^ i^ i hope, 
'pretty eVitlent ; • and from the Inlhifnces I hare givei^ 
•to prove this Powev, ir is not lefs>plaii^ that ir h;»e 
been, and may be mailenfe of to the Advantage of 
jVertnf, and^the Deftriiftion of Vice for the naelio- 
^mring. our Manners^ and the rooting out of ^eril Paf- 
•fidns, and planting happy Tmncptility in tliehr 

• Room*) 

! AM the Accuiatlons yon bring from th« Fat;herf, 
;and;i>kltars^' jfeem to me ro be ItvelPd ar the Abwfe r^f 
the Art ; whictT afford not the lea-ft Shadow^f Reji. 
Ton agaiiift .the Art itt felf, or its 'Ufc and Etceliffnc/i;, 
nay, the more excdJrnt a Thing is, rhe greater m.ty 
the Abufe be, which is made of it. I coiifef? I do 
not know what Authoriry the Fathers have a Right 
to^f'eitl^x in..oiirReUgon or Qondud, ani therefore 
mufti leave that Point ^o tlie Divines; bnr !• remem- 
bet /rihat I have^fome where scad, that when Jtduin 
tbetA^ofbte^ WOiiM ao( fuffer the'Cl&rifiiSLns to.haye 

• hi 
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the Liberty of xeatUng Horner^ or any other Heatl^eft 
Poet, that was usM then in their Scliools^ tho* 
ChrUSan Fathers fejt one ulf ^//^rw^ ( I think hh 
Name was) to- write in all ttie Parts, ot Poeitry for the 
Ufe of the Chriiliai^Sj inOdcs^riii Heroic^ Verfe, h^jr, 
even in Tragecjy^ and Comedy . y • py >vhicli J^^^ . 
rti ey -difappointfid Defigns of the Agoflate. to" u fe- 
ful did the Fathersty this Procedure, Jiidge that X^ebjr 
it felf wasj^vdthout the D^^ftfls introduced into it by 
the Wicked^efs of Men, who have not exempted 
l^fligion it felf from their Corruption. * 

i wonder, that you have forgotten aThingjplpieit- 
«d by one of the Fathers, again ft the ]rfig^4ieeW 
Shots th€a worn in Tragedy. It i$ jtrtuljian (if niy 
Memory foil nic not) 'vy^ho fayr, that the Devil- fets 
4k«m on their lofty Buskins to give Chrift the Lye, 
who has told us, that no Body can add one Cubit to 
his Stature. At this rate of arguing, I am afraid oudf 
©nice high Commodes, andt>e pjsefem High-cfOwn?d 
Hats 0f >he Village Damcsi are not fre^ from thil 
,dio^Ucal Deiign« If the Fathers ilwxys talkM Jiti 
this wild AtiunJer, I fcnmv not how tp pay any.gre:^t 
Deference to their Difcomtfts. ) 

I idare believe^ that it will ttOt be^efifpe^ied frofti 
me to compare thinklmirdbie An with the xtthm, 
Ti^ich are concerned in the^Regulatidn 6f out AfjcK* 
»efi, and Pa/pans ; and to ftiew which is the moft V4- 
luabie, bebiufeas they are generally coAfoiM JtcJ^ the 
htdrned^ they cannot be fo well knownto usfftmcff:; 
a*id for that very keafon, in my Opinion^ afe of W 
iower Dsg^jee of Merit and ExceMeace. They, bf- 
lid^s, if I am not miflttform^d^kcoirfift chiefly in 
Ih'ictfis and Vefimtiont^ and reach therefore bnt to a. 
few ; but £ottry fpreads to All^ and iheds its benign 
Influence upon AH\ it teaches by . Example, n^ hich 
^iffce all Oipacitie^.^ I leara frotift rhent, : if not 
ttit DifinHms of V^ftM^ yet^vhat is lof niore tSoitfii' 

> . * That 
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f^oacj^s fj'.Vitffiw^ fimc our yUjiii^ to th<ifi firft Af- 
aixd '4iC pthei: greijt Po*^? Qf Ai^ifHity^ opjy as Par « 



Trittfiitioi^s.j^^ifoOT mc ; yet by thefe, I fi^t), ^iiofs 
JBpcM twliiifg by jW^j or wh»t is oaJlM in ttic Hp- 
Ij ^crxptui-esj iBara^U ^hiehy as it reaches all C^- . 
p-Cftfes, it touches -all Temperas aW Q^ilftitti- 
tiofi% ' . 

Bttt that, wbiclx deterinincs me AnxhsAy fat Poetry j 
is, That God has made ufe of it in tU?.^4fw<^ ^>f^^ 
♦wrfi, by his Pro/i/»«^f, Ugifl^on, aiifl m^ f^rmryitf 
Thin^: tliat the ^Affi, (^tmkits^ j^Jr^ Ec(UJ}a^ 
.aie all ^efnsj if one may beJieye the i^rff^Wj- aaU-all 
written in Verfc. 

?o th^t I mnft conchide (ray dear Eufeiia) .Thar 
Pwtrjff which is of fi'.ch Vie in the Cprx^iug, nay, , 
^^vcrftir^g of mxj^Uij^. f^fcriiig of coafipaui^ 

OUY Pifh^ei ; /fbat P^#r«3^, .^hoft Fdrce-^aiThiiBfeifv 
has th^v^h t'the h^fi V^tclf for the flron^i^ Emammons 
of* hi^ ^/wKti^ ; csiH fifvejf juftly be thought unwdjrthy^^ 
llli^.C$Miiiri4r*$i9ft-Pf Mc^nCif Jth^.greatcftjaLip%iofl aud^ 

Giv« oie iftpwr^ ta *c^d:y Th%t if it.coine Qtefxt of 
i thrift Perf«(Sioaf .in ©ar.Ti^jjK, aad that its PjtofcT- - 
: iofs ifp in! w?4;r *ttd mbdffy Qhcwc^Anas \ it is- tbc- 
.£aulCi)gf puf ^o'v^ylHr^jiOlir Men of P^nm^ w|iai erti^er ' 
ttot Jfc^aii^rnr^wi4::ttOt give theiihrehneE the Paia^^ 
tt> 'difti|igtu0i httwefttt % IV'ff^fgcr, and^i fkiff, a meer 
Trifitt in firr/^4*i«;»,'i»n4 a great Gtnmit Thac.6%n« 
givje «Sf if iiUHy eacomaged, Things; mofe worthy 
to ontext^in au(l in&r^it m. Kayi |ixperiejtce has - 
too fcandaloully fhewn us, That they always, or ge- 
HiM*lly AiVQUjc the: S^ttafleit^ for the Deference ht^ 
jfs^y^ thc»^:»(bfiKtth«fi the.PK^ .whc^ &Hil can noti 
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fiibmit to fuch fervile Oflfices, as tliey jreqaire far ^ 
their Smiles. And in this Difcouragemenc of Jolt 

' Terfrrmers of this Art, I muft with Rduftance, thb^ 
with Juftice own, that the Ladies hzve been as the 

f Men • nay, I fear more fcandalonfly^lb, while thejt 
have proftitucd both their Underfianding and Modefh^ 
in filling the Theatres for the Benefit of fhch 
/er*, who for their little Regard to the juft Character 

I of the Sex^ defervM rather my Lord Kochffi^r*s Cor- 

\ Te£lion of B/ack Will^ a Cudgel, than the Retvard- 
of a throngM Kowfe for their Benefit \ and for their 
Ignorance in their Art^ ought rather to have l^een con- 
fine! to a BartM^Mew Booth, or z Mottmehank Sx^gc^ 
than be admitted to difcover their Follies in the Rajf^/ 
Theatres^ at the Expence of the Reputation of a whoh 

.Kation, fince more polite Foreigners, by^ fu>h nice 
Specimens as rhefe, miift carry niv^y a very defpica- 
ble Opinion of the Englijh Wit and ¥oetry. 

itfwyirjw had no fbonerdone, but Mhat^ ' tht BhcJr, 
coming into the Room with {bme Burgtnidy^ (he fec- 
mio;gto girehimfome DfreiVions, lefr thr Ccmpa* 
ny, as if about fame domeftii* Affairs; :yet certainly 
it was the E^Fe6t of h^r natiirai DiMdef ce and Mftdi- 
H'yj^that ftie might not be forcM to bkifl* to hear her 
own Praiie,. or find what (he >ad faid kfs accepta- 
ble- than flie dcfirM, J: 

\ : LdUthn conid bot conceal tlfe <Sati»fadidn' he foiind 
in h^ agreeable DifcidPiirfe ; and ^veiry Body exprefs^l 
•the Plcaitire they hacl found all the Time (he 'was 
fpsakiiig.. Kveii MafetU her fttf, out of Ja^ Cai- 
dour nbr common ^o ' the SeXy was ner filtnt in ii^r 
Ptaife; tho» Women are iiot the molt ea^ People^iai 
the World ufndcr the Suppoit^f Convi£lion. 

\ : When the Hear of the Praife of Morifina was a lit- 

vtle now over, I addrefs'd my felf to Eufehia^ in this 
Manner... ■■■ :j . ■ ' ■ . 

Thn>, Mad^m^ T think, that, the Lady of the Hoiife 
hasifufliciehtJy anfwerM all yourX>b)e4$^6a« againil 
.lit Pw- 
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Ihetrj i For wher^s you made it wicksti, Imlisiou'r 
and trifling, fli« has fhewn it to ht' religi^as, piowf| ; 
of Ufc ; najr, of the greateft Impomnce to the pro- ! 
iii::>ting of P^rtue^ ami "employ M by God birtlffelf to * 
bis Dmniporent Enc^ in the itiiuntnatiiag and 
cUiraing of Maiikiiiid : That ir has a rtiple innate" 
Force, rliat is, The Pmver of Edcqmna^ Mitjk¥\ and 
Tatntin^y nay,thatthefe three Arts dcrivM thofc Powers 
which theWorWjOwas, aiidEx|)ericjice proves, ftofa 
Jh€tfy\ and that therefore; ir can be no xri/lfr^.Srudy, 
or Vtffn Amufement^ bat worthy of the Application 

Tho, I lay, (he has provM rhis^ in a raoft'ea(y, 
obviouf, anil pleafant Manner; yer give me Ijeave 
to add {ovne moie partiailar Aufvvew to yonr Objefti- 
cms, in % »6rc expUcire Manner. 

Firft, Madam, I muft obferve, That much nr the 
Accnfarions of P/4^o, as .w«Ji ;:$• pf the Fatf}erf^ is 
fottitded on the Abfiirdiries of ri\e Heathen Sy/lem of 
Religion in' general, of wbi<h n^mtr^ a-nd the feet s 
(s« leift, as for as we can diirof\^er) were ant the 
Founders,, but made ufe of it as rhey found ir, in Or- 
der to make their moral Doiflrines take with a Peopk,. 
- ^^hofe corrupt Idea of the Deity, the Produil of more 
. dark and ignorant Time?, had already poflefsM with 
^Notions which muft \A admitted as Funilamentak 
with their Ihilra^ors, if they wcahl pretend t6 have- 
any ESe6k upoii them. 

I .know very well, that Mr. RMpin in. his R^flefHonsr- 
on Ariftotit*t Fuficy. is pleasM to fay, by Way of' a 
very awkward I^raiTe of Homir^ That he- was in 
manner the Author of Fa^4^finy the Relrgto4 
hi efiablijh^d hy his Atms ; fi aue ma^ fayy "PifMt- nrvtr 
"Bfv^bet had f) moKy Fatifiwersf as ht, . Yctj a's>rhis is a 
vc * y fcindalo u»^Pr^<e of a n excelien c F>? r fi>n , fo is. 
. ic f.t.i : itv the ve v Fafti Fot.if he hatl confirmed 
. P^jon' V' ji rj^rc'cfc, an' its Colonies,, its certain, that 
the xdit or* cue Viosld^ which ha|,l no GwiamttiiicariAw 

B 5* With 
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with that CoUntTf, cotiW not W iirfttiwnc^d by aiyr 
Writer of it : and Mtc kiiow^ . that the PiUrality of 
60 Js was fpread thro^ j^fidy Africa^ and E^fi^fiey atieiong 
l^atioiia whenever heard of fMnei^ or of his Gounrrj^ 
But to come to yoitr particular Objeftions, fcom 
fhe fHtJftri^, and from "Blato^ we find, that whatever 
tht Ancient Cfirifiians might think, the modern Divines 
all holO, That God may, to good Ends, make ufe .af 
evil Mea^a and fnftmment?:. And thitswasBiW^r*^ 
emiployM bj^'^irrand BalJar^ to break, the Peace, »s 
weJl as ihe Lying Dream rhJit was fbit to Afamemnan^ 
W* are acquaJbited with the Smy: of Adtdh tpo welJ, 
and the Lying Spirit mcritioned ih- the Hiftory of' 
t hat King of Ifi/teL If we find Fault with Homer oa 
that Account, the fartie may be faid of the two Bar?- 
rels or VefleJs in jfupiterh Cellar; for we now know 
the Original of all tbeGrertt Fable*?. 
, Not to have rfeprefented their Gods ivith J^ace rti^ 
Plngersy with^ffio»>, Taffiom^ and othc»Modiii- 
carioiis, after the ifianner of Man,, had been to lay 
nothing at all. St. P^w/, who foarM as high as any 
B^dy, and had th^ Gift of Tongues^ declarM the things 
above, to be ineffable, Homen knew this, and there* 
fv)re woujd jiot banter the World with hard Words, 
'^ii'^ junintelligibLe Jtrrgon^ -ja Tiato and. others liaVe^ 
iilice dpne ; but did accomihodate his Speech to the 
Senfes of Humankind^ by fifetaphorri^ Similituies^ and 
l^dfabiesy after the ni^niler of Mofes^ and the old Pro- 
phets before hini. He entertains, and fi^& us to the 
utmoft of our Organs aii'l Capacities. He finds fomc- 
jthing for all our SenlHj. bringing it to our Ejes^ 
[lAXxEnrsiy aiid our feeling. Ne{Lir he provides for our 
iT^fie^ and there always exhales Afnbroftkl Odours in 
vthe Divine Piefence. What £^4^0, or an Angel cocild 
i fay farther, paffcs all Undcrftanding, and could not 
: tuter our Orgf^ns, could have no Rcliih or Proportion: 
1^ a£fe<ik U9}, more than the Mu^ck of tht Sfbetes* 

The 
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The wlfeli Pa/t of tjre World were always pleafod* 
with Pablesj as the moll delightftil Means to conyey 
Mftmaion, and leave the ftrongeft Imprcflion on ohf y 
Minds. Nay, the iiicre^d Propjiets of old, cod d not 
invent any thing to -heighten the Charaf^er of thtf ' 
future Mefjtah 'mott^ than rtiat he ihould fpeak all in'^ 
■Bar able s» 

As for the Pahtes \v*ich in Homery%or^ on the Stage 
(I fpcak of the ancient Stage only) give any OfFeiwey 
they had, in thofc old times, a Thing which tliey ' 
called yf//<;g;o»7, which with a gfeat peal of Clearnefs 
and Eiife, obviated all the Objeffibns and €riinina+i- - 
ens of the moft malicious Obfcrva tors. Nor is the 
Word confhiM to Heathemfnty we meet with it in' 
St. Taul^ Galat. 4. 14. and the Application of it j antt 
to this Crimen himfelf was glati to have Kec<^wrCe^ 
when Cclfus made hisObjedlionsagainft the New and 
/ the Old Teftament, As to the Srorie^^f Eye and the - 
Serpent^ Cain and Abfiy the Building of Sdhe/^ Sodomy 
with Lot and his two l>*.nghters, which are Incefts 
and pompous Wicked ne:s, b-yond any Thing fahlM in . 
Tityefiesj ^and the like, fays an EK^lifi Author of Re- - 
putarion, on this very Subjefl. ♦ 

Shall the Chrifiians only (fays Origen on this Occali- 
on) be denyM the Benefit of the Allegory f ^ay not 
we be allpisvM Ou r Myfiery^ and T r opoJ ogica 1 Mea niitg ? . 
Thus we find, That what LaSiamiw objeils^ againft ' 
Homtr^ and the MeathenTra^fdy^ is by Ce/fus and the 
Heathens ol))e6ted .a^.ainfl our Bihie and Religion. • 
Befides, Clemcm of Ai^xandriay and Eufihiw^ many 
Ages ago, made the Difcovery that Homer had moft of 
fahles from fome Hebrew Tradition^ or Original. • Nor 
-ii Mfchylus to be cenfiir\l for bringing* in jipoHc^'^in^- 
ing at a Wedding, that much Happinefs fiiouJd cnfue 
upon it y and xhat the Child that was tabe the Pro* 
<!lu£l of if Ihould Jive long. Af&ila had the Name of 
laxias fjrcm his double Meaning, which ihewed the 
Nature of Orailey Bcjiot out of FaPknce^ Thetis, fays 
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^>e^ this Chilt^ fhaU /jTe; ,his Mem9r;ty l>is.^l>etter Pjqrf, 
which Homev h^s cnfiuM to the Ejid of the WojrlJj 
accoidiJig to what our Spenctr £^ysy 

For Mt H ftaye hetn dipt in Lethe take^ 
.CoH*d fayt the Sort of Thetis from to die \ 

But that hlind Bard did him immortal make 
hi Ftrfes fitefd in Font of Caftalie. 

If therefore it appears from what I have faid, Tliat 
the Tables themfelves, with the Drama made ufe 
of, are not fo raflily to be cenfiirM ; fure iio Botly 
will be fo vainly critical, as to ftick upon rlie parti-' 
cular Sayings mentioned by you, Madam, from Art' 
fhaneSj idato^ and La£lataius. For their good Sayingr 
v^e have Stj-Patd citing a whole Vcrft out of a Co- 
medy of Menander'^ iind Clemens of Alexandria hxxn^^ 
more Proofs frdih Menander^ and other Comic l^ets^ 
than from all the Biblt, 

On the other Hand, where ill Men are reprefcntedy 
V^e ought not to take itamifs, that according to their 
Cha rafter they fay all things; for when we remember 
the Saying, we remember, that it is ^he Saying of a 
withed Perfoiu 

Jf wuh the Gods abi^Wl can^t prey atty 
io K.oye the Gods bclovo I cannot fdiL 

This is objedled as impious in Juno, i wilf not 
jnftify it by what is faid by a ludicrous Author, on 
this Ifoiikty yiz. Why may not Juno take as much Liberty 
with herTon^ue^ as JolPs Wifcy or any other Old Tcftament 
Matron I Firll, becaufe ic may feem to fome fcrupa- 
jous Hearer, to carry tlic Appearance,, or Glance of 
Jxreligionj. gnd next,.* bccaufe, it does not feem 
to fland in need of aiiy Juflification at all, according 
to the JPa^anlheology: For PlutOy JupiterH Brother, and 
the third Sovercigii. of Nature^ is King of Hell^ and 



had his- Temples, and Sacn%es, u ^ad, the A|r*<f 
thejnf^lves, fo different a Notion had . the Heat hen' 
of them? from what wc have of the l>eyils. They: 
were the legal Inftnimehts of the Pimiflimeiit of the 
W'tchi\, but then they carryM not with them the 
Notion of being fallen fiom a beatifick State, by i 
Reliellipn againft Omnif^tence^ and doomM to be there 
as their own Place of Piuiifhrnent. 
\ It is an- eafy Matter to find jnpre Abiift of the Say- 
ings of -the Holy Serif titre^ and the Conftquences of i( 
more tragical, than from any p-ryertcd Pitfce of Poe- 
try; and rhu?, Curfe ye AUroz^ fcrves every Body's 
Turn that has a Mind to bs cutting of Throair. Attd 
Ckmfamllaj and Tedro it Guzman l^'^ouM urge much 
more againft the 2ible'% beiiig in the vulgar Tongue, 
on this Accounr, than againft rtie Nurfe of Hcrt/J, 
this HydtdiH faeacl of Dramark Poefy. 

I know not whether we have any Eye and Infpc- 
ftiou on the Condii£l of the Pu/fh ; but ther^ is in 
Ibroe of our neighbouring Coniifiies,. . and I cJin lee 
jio Reafon why there' might not be jjroper Officiirs,* 
fuch as Mr. Harrington zfRgns to this Office in his Oct* 
ana^ who fiiouM take Care of tht t>o{trin€ of the Sta^^^ 
that nothing be there broach'^d, but what, teml^ tb 
the Edipattonj as well as to xh^ Velij^it of the SfeCid* 
tors ^nd Audience. \ ' 

But to fay, JLutif tdes^ brougfit Harldts on tl« Stage; 
in t)iatl belx6ve you ^re led HitrUy, by the Zeal df 
Ipme defigning Dtfclairiicr againft the Theatre ^ fbr 
his P/Wr4 wai fo far from being fo, that Ihe cljoft 
rather to die rtian admit of fuch a. Guilt. But hatt 
this been true, U had been the Pra^iqe .of bur Ortie 
Toet J fox JBJcljylvrs wis* fb fiir from doing ft), 'that he 
inrro(iuccs not one Woman tjjjit can be fufpedted to ^ 
be in Love : The Fault of 0;f<r f^ft is not to be charg'd 
to the ft, nor on the ///e/f.' 

If I grant, That in fra^c<iy^ the Felicity of the 
Invention, the Novelty of tlic Notion, the Strength 
- . ■ • • ■ of 
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of V^rfc,^ the fefinefs of Expreflion, !ffiiH heightened 
from A€tt6 \ together with the Richnefs of the 
Figiwe?, the "Pomp of the Theatre, the Habits, Ge- 
Ihire, and Voice of the A&ot^ at the fame Inftant 
charming both the Eyes, and the £irs ; fo the Soul 
being won, the Judgment is furpriz^!, and the whole 
Man at once led caftire ; for a Man muft indeed be 

Bra.fs or Stone to refift To many united Charms, 
be Maifter of himfelf in the midft or fuch Al- 
liiremenTs ; granting all this, I fay. Where is the 
Hurt ? What is the Danger, if the ^:nd of all thir 
he .( as it evidently i^ ) to fliew Virtue in Tfitimph f 
The nobleft Thoughts make the ftrongeft Impreffions : 
And the juftefl: Paflions find the kindeft Ueception 
among us. The Medicine is not the lefs Wholefome 
■for the Honey, or the Pill for its gilding, nor can a 
moraj L^lTon be lefs profitable^ when adornM with all 
jhe t)c coration* of ilie Theatre. I liiuft ewn indeed, 
that this is the m oft l)e witching of air DiVerfions, 
arid for' that Reafon, 1 think, the. Theatre to be a 
Magazine, not to be trufted to yulgar Handsj and 
(ommon Jbadsy or ever to efcape the fpecial Eye, and 
TOiredtion of ^ yirtuous Goytrnmenf^ fince it might 
ptherwife fe far degenerate ^ not to, fay it has fo far. 
Regenerated) as to 'deferve the Afperfions and ill 
>I;^mes, under which, the yejuksy aiid fomeakixi to 
'them vin this Nation j wouM render it odious:. As 
when they call it the Schpol of Vice, the Sandluary 
of Venus^ the Temple of Impiety^ the Furnace of 
Babylon^ the Confiftory of linpurity, the Shop 6T 
Xewdnefs^ the Peft of the Common-wealth, the fkr 
npiuary of Debauchery, Sathans Feftivalyand the De- 
ylPs Dancing-School. 

If it 'be unpardonable, and all together unallowa- 
llej to mention or name any Vices at all j then is 
there no Book free, that is either Hiftorical, Theo- 
logical or Moral. The Holy Scriptures are full of 
•^Narrations of the excels of Wickcdnefs in every Kind ; 
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the piiyi]\esf hai^ngue agaiAl!, die Vices thtj hav^ 
deftiiibM ; b^t TtJtgedy iteyejr Teprefeim « Vidc^ or 
«Y(U the fr^l Apj^acfres ro, any one without a pu- 
SLlhHieHt. I fpcak ^f|a ft i"r4^^<(y, not^sf fiwh Stuff, 
as yoii, Madam, hare wirh a great d«al of R^afoii 
concWiniiVl in Vktckepy Tuch as is in Pe(Tei)i«)n 
jof the Stage at prefent, full of Uwdnefsy CrueUy,,^ Vil- 
U,}V!f^ 'm ^^hich the, Advances fp Vice are iet oiE 
with wliich^ with t|»fi efTeminj^- 

atn<^rous Speechea^ are got by Heart by the 
.3^\ng Girls and yOuixg Fejiowi^ ami taJce fi«;h P<*r-. 
feiHon of their Heatts A|id Hajidsy that .tii^y ^jiiite 
exrii:pate all that is ^hoiffim and ttfifitl. 

BiH-i, Madam, there is 110 fiick. thing amcwg the 
Tragedies of the Ancients, iior is there any thi^ 
w-liJce it in its. Conftimtxon 9 ^this is all Ufui^patiopj 
and Intrujipri wpoii the. hy its haviilg been, 
through t>li^ Cairekf^nefs of the Goveriunent, permWr- 
tc.d_.tp ttie ManagemN>t of ^aowafc, smvI abandaifid 
Creatures, .^tha have iiothiirg in thw Ey bwf tie 
iMir;<(Qf they can any way cdnvey to t^ieir own Btryatt 
Fackefsy not fftutdiag nor cai'ing whether they cof- 
. jrupC'the Audience ; Relfghn and M^ndUy being an e^ual 
« i5^f^ to rfeefe i^ndaloiw Mm^gm.o? the Theatre. , . 

I muft thf^e&i«e. jacfaio^iedgei, that naoft /^f 
<\M«^^%r^s !Qri:n4natia|ts on tW ^M»^^ sis it i^ debasM 
jjtn ^hi^iNatjioo,: jmk too rtf«e<aiMl but. then, fhe 
,<k>ndulk>ail>e draw^ jfrom fkis- Al>4^y is J^y iiiO Means 
juifij event frotn thte ^Principles he fishes at the dpeniiig 
of his wn^Bocky inhere he lays it down^ 
doubted Maxink, That the ' (Ti^ of Man cannot invent- 
any thing moire conducive to/^Ttrifuey a^ad (ieilrv)^iy« 
,«f fTtc^ thflh the Vrdtha ^ lai^d yet for the^^6«y<ri of 
PaccicuJars, he woiiJd: 4ellroy ixhc Z>i w;J<w ; Whereas, 
'lill that lie ' <iould in Reafba demand, or •contend for, 
\-ns^su Ref^mittian of the Stifgey. by reinoving it from 
the Haa^^of J^nomacg v^d^ Jncit^ioii^ ftnd jeftoiiugic 
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fo its ancient Dignity, and making as It was at 

* ' Iris evident fttS«^7r*»f^5 that the 

• M iocjii^ not geAeral 5 ddferokitus jVoVn tlie Plai^ 
'and Managewienr, aiid iiot fVara the fJature^f tlie 
Poem. Frtr Riehe/teu^ whd hefides the eftabliftiing the 
Atdiemy IRnyal^ made partirwkr Piovifions fbr the 
Theatre, ercliiding from itsReprefentations, notonljr 
all immodeft Aftioft*, '\mt >Ven any D^uUte Ent'endre^\ 
ahd we fin^, That any Breach ctf this DeclaraVibii ftf 
Lewis XIII. win not th^re eftrape the Qenihre* oT the 
very Atidi«»ee it felf. Good God ! fcf?idara, nairft we 
be fo<cM to afkr What, iire the jPrt^^^adies more 
tnctljtbafi and virttious than the £>7^A/S& Ladies ? What,, 
do rhe f tench Ladies as much excel o«rs in Mo^ 

thm- in Beauty- 9 I Will they 
check an aecidehtal De«<i/e Jtwf^wirr, to the Dlmnan- 

'OYiof ifie intaittkusPot^if T^dL fhail otiir Ladies throng 
%he Boxer, to' heir flothing eJfe ^ To fee criminal 

' inm|;iies expwfi^l withsfd little Regard to the 'Modtfij 

•'of the Ladies of the fitft QiiaKry in Engidndf ■ 

But an Inftance of this is worthy your Oblerva- 
ti'on, and it is of thie Theodore of CorntiA ; where the 
bare, and diftant Conceit of a Lady^s being expo^d to 
Proftitutioh, Was fo odiotts to that nice and {crapu- 
lous Aiidienci?, that it damii*^ the Play. 

Cotntiih jiiftiy ol>rerves fikJin heiKJe, ^ hat the IktnA 
Theatres atie much more delicate oU tl^it Account, than 
the Ancient P^rfvrj and the Hotfe-per^ fa3r»hb, 
it is fime Sattsfd^hn to tne^ Tl}at 'ffee th^ ketter^ and mote 
fiund Part -of my Judges tmfuu tins iil$»cc«fs to^that Ima- 
ginathn of a Irefiitution^ vhick they^couH mt-ewUtre^ tbo* 

*it vas veU knewn that it cou^d Mt takeEfefk'^ \^hd thaty 
to allay the Horror 0/ ity I tuade ufi of ail the Helpf^that 
Art and Bxferience fO»W fiernijh wie ww^W., Amidfi this 
Vifgrate^ I rejoice to fie tlie- Ftmty of our Scage^ fo.chafi^ 

' that a mfl^ry^ I l)e fairefi Oinattient of- the fitond. Seok of 
SdAmb^ofeV V'xtgknsy affears^ tJ9o.diccMiQUs:.to fafs on 

out- 



i -wr Sta^e: ^What might haye bun fmi^ if^ like fhatpe^it 
I poChr tf tf?e Chvrehj Ihad Jhewn the Fivgin in that inft- 
[ • m^uf FUcey if 1 Had defcrihH iheydriuts Aritationi cf her 
f Miftdy rclkit ]he was in ti?eBldce ; if I had Jravn ^hi Trii^' 
hies fie felt that Infiant tJfat Jhe fat her Lore Didymus 
fme in to hef f >7?i en ttfis Occafion^ that this great Saint 
makes that Eloquence trimifh^ wHkh ihnyerted Stl Art^Mxi\ 
' " f^^ Sfef^ae/e that ke fartioilarly inrhtet tht ytr- 
gtns to open their Eyes. 

I keft her from tlie lt^j and as mmff aisf M^d^ 
from the Imagi?7atioH of my Audience ; yit^ after dU my 
fndufiryy the Modelfy of our fheaire is fueh^ to diflike 
' that rittie which tfie Neceffity »/ the Swhfefi: comf^d me to 
mdke known. 

Thi«, Iliope, is a fuflleient Aftfwir fo til th^'pair- 
ticular Obje^lrions thar havtf bceil made,' either to J^- 
try in general, or td its moll ufefal Part, the Drains 
in parrienlar-; and if Meaumokt and Fletcher (made 
ets^oBly by a Party prevruling In' Kin^ Charles the 
Firft's Time, and iince prevailing by an nnreaftlia* 
l^fc Prtferiptitns^ and tie Force -of gocd A^tori, as 
Mr.StMT jjitftly oJ>|erye^ h^in^tJUvtroduced the n>cft 
iiifAmpiteSight^f arBawdy-Soufe,: and all its Ei)thi- 
aefs ; yet;you>4uid the very diftantldea of inct-ft 
Place, damiiM a Jiapft innocent PUy of (resit a. 
. ^^n as CetriuiUe in FrttJ^e, . If ^t. Aj!^ aikM GodH 
iP^dpn. for tiayii^g ^read fOV^i/ in hi!^ iraifti;|, wjLrh 
iPkafiur^, we 4q .ttf>t findSt. JWw/, a, much ^greater 
.Sailer, knd ai^ ^pftle^repentii^Jiis luvii>g read -4ff- 
..ii4»iiffii,,ajComic C?r«^ B>^.. ji^St.. (//pq^^ 
in fbj?ce -ExprcfliOHs, ; ijpoai f^e Stage, yrt yet JcnoW, 
rhat'he was veiy fannliarwih Arifiofhanes hiipfelf iii 
his^dofet, ^nd form M his pidlion and Stile by hxau 
In £hort, if the Aiufe of a thing be ever admit- 
;ted a^ a^R^afoai xrjraiaiil the thi«§ % felf , all t^^t ij 
.ex<?eilcnt miiift betlirown aCde/' lifjcc; there has bettn, 
andAvill.aJway^!'lf?j-4^f'i?! 9^i'%«o«i^ 
cicclXcjutliiiis thatif. / ^. . . . < 



Thus, I thi^k % QRpftiqn M fliaJc^jgery Whether 
wifjf be ta cxc^ll^iut 4rr, an^ /^-ort^y. Encour?,g«- 
xneut, wHch H^M^^ WW («yond Contradid^- 
-Pn t but wivcfiifr fill thoft;Spribtl^-Who h^vc, in 

Itandmg of the People, at leaft, of that Pari ^yinch 
.X% 4itingT4ih'd br Pow^r and QltwUty, in. yvfeofe 
Hands t^xs ©ify^fatioR is MgM> a^^^ '^vl^iQli^ I 
^ Ui^^y to ftilj errphepu§, tilJTop^ Gfj^i^t 

whofe Judgmeiu and Quality may be able, Hy thtj^r 
Influ^n^e, to . fiUa^ tl^t^fcwt^^m a{kd Vnf^tr^^ ; and 
aiftij^guyh true Merit, by rcftoring thofe Regards to 
irw^ Po^ts, wjiich are now ufurp'd by thofe fo^wawJt 
IfJtry Fellows, who make their Court tp the Fol- 
Jies Crime? of gteat Mtn^ and not to thm Uii- 

; IferS^ Crtffi, L maiil aiLd|Esi<i,5.nn<ijLn5^th4t l^n^r 
had ibmetliing to oil^r on this Heitdw' 

TbkP^ v^h9J his -been feid by tny dea* JStfr^fin^^ fiSd'. 
•^I4i*rf^w,^aiid by you, my Fn^ndOamaM^ litay fVe«i 
fttfficibnt to gi-^fc a full AnAver to all th« Obje6Vioiis 
againft'#lte*ry in general^ and even of its particuhr 
P^irts of any Importance ;j jret, liA^e th« f:iir Biifi^BU 
hat not bn!y in the Spelling of her E^Poiirfe, adi«e6\i 
hetftlf to ine, but Concluded . widi a iblemn. Sam- 
ttionsto niy Senfc, and to my Hfeligian,..to qtiit my; 
rlfldiliations and Favour to thi* Art,. I think my fe4f 
oblij^d to fajr (bmetbihg for that Inclination Itmtift 
fb it,- ajid the Vajae and Efteem I caiinot bilt 
hatne foi- it. 

* I ifoAftft rtiy Obligations to fif/c fbr her good 
Oj>inioh of my Senfe, and of my Underftahding, 
^hldhj' how weakibe\'eif in themfelv«, yet 4htH is 
no Man, modclt suul indiffezcflti in- thefvOfoxtiCtt- 

lars. 
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lars^ to be (atisfied with ? nxe^iii Opinion that others 
inay hax-^e of them y and l^r this Rirafon, every Man 
^nds in himfeff a Satisfaftion to have them thought 
We^I of by Perfens bf fo gbbd Senfe as 'E^fkhia is evi- 
ilenfly Mift/efs'of. As fpif iny:.R^^;i;/j incjeed, that . 
is wh?it every Man ' of probity is, allo^vM to avow, 
without any W'putatioiVof Vanuy ; ib^ eveiy Man 
his ait ij>difjjerifable Ejufy to be rdigiolis, but no 
is obliged to be witty, or have a juu 14? a of the finef 
Arts ^nd Sciences, in order to be admitted into the 
Number of honeft Men; whi^h, whoever is guilty 
of, either profefs'd, or fttret Jrrdigion, canno^ be. , 
\ Firft, As to nij/ Se;nfe, l,caii. never thirii^it in an^ 
manner of Dsinger, by cfpoiifing art Art whkjh ^vas 
fo much in EfteemAvif h that State' from which all 
Euroft^ at leaft, /derives its Polite liefs ^oa^ning. 
Kor Cdsi I think it unworthy my Uiiderftanding; , 
to declare openly for Poe^rjr, when I^confider in what \ 
Honour and Reqweft true Foetry has b^n, through [ 
Ages and Natiop%. from. ^thf' O^^ Mankind 
XO this Qay, . from C/j W to ^raj^ and mxt^ Scf^tln^p? 
'Jlf^£;i0, .'l^^t ;^ ;^iyjip|ftin{UOtt Ji^ 

it! npt teejl^lHifWifivtlifi beflfairf greWeftloP^BEwlJ S 
:iifsll:as:wkl^ thfe DvOrl^ infl^kior ]>^ee^of Mankiod;^ 
t. Among the Hrir^mi, l>«rr</. and Solmnon^ the beft 
' mnd wiftft of Kings, and feremittlf^ the holieft 
Men, Were the bed Poets of thISir Nation andt bolt- 
guage, which aloite is iui|tciieiilt 'to ^irfl : r^ij^ mUgi- 
on from any injurious imputation, on. the Account 
of Toetry, ' Amdng^ tfte GrMtf tK*. two ^n^oft tdholnf 
ed Sages and ^egi^ators^ \vi^ LjcHttgm a>n^ Svhiu xh^ 
laft of whom is kAown to have e)cce^i»d in mtry. 
Alexander the Great never fle^t without the admira- 
ble Poems ofMniOryJPlMlMm^ who was ine)E0fa4>lie to 
all other Entmiss,' , >ele|ited i at. die ' (ihftm's ^f- the 
-Mttfe of Ste/hh(,rus» Among the Romans^ the firft 
Great Jri/ioa pa&M rheibiiteft Honrs of his lLif<f £n the 



44 T^^^ Comfleti Kvir of P o e t k y. 

thought to have had a Hand in the Comedies of that 
JRje^ py^r was an eX9ellent .BJ«^5 as well as dmtor, 
and his forgiving^ or rather, oyer looking the rough 
Raillery of Catullusy in. one of his Epigrams, was 
once ^n Argument of Im Value for f he Art, and his . 
GreatAefi. of Mind. Ai^itfius wsls not onljf a Patron^ 
but a Friend and Companion of f^/ivi/ and Honu^j 
and other Poets of that Age. Kayi he was hirafeJf a 
Pretender to Performance in |hat Way, as far as his 
iGcnius, and his bufy Scene of Life would allow. ^ 
Mdcenasj to whom per|iaps -^^a^ii^ owM fo much of 
his Profperity in eftabliihiaig: the Empire, was both ' 
^o€t and Patron ; and Ktchlkuy, the greateu $raVefman 
firicehim^ cUd not onJy deAre openly and dif- 

"pcnfed his 'Favours in an ejpin;nt 13egree>- oh rlue j 
Sons of Art, but difcovcrcd his* Ambition to be biie 
of them himfelf, . ' 

; This, I hope, will not make me look. little, by my 
i^^^l iox'^detfy:, tho'^^hegreatM^n of pur Nation have 
never j^'et giveA a Proof pf their J^Ut^^^ 
tt: this.Mothir. 6f aB, Arts and Sbieafes." J3ut whiflt 
vrk hkye fcehStn/ in* df iiit&»itijh ^tefm^ txeri 
irUUilas mA ftiebfi^ lit thtir Admittlflriitioii^'r 
may theil have fome Excu^b to think them iiyon»:iti the 
right;; but till dhen^ give me Leave to e nf t rt^ i U 
meaner Thoughtsjof their Intelle£k^' and gfiBater, of 
the: ElxceUeiice ^bf, Mtry^ and fay wijth a noble. Peir, 

Of:TbH^y: jtii9bM ^Uid:hid do^mfi fxhl^ /. 1 *> 
.^afkft'^s thU^-Mafikr'£ua U Writisg veU: 
, Af^Qtig tbtfe. fam*4L Remains andent Thnt^ 

SmkmQ>ing iottfj finnes mtfi fublimi. . . " 

iVi^ 9f. Ww(k retires fo nice a Tlwrt, 

And fin^iid. W/, oo Tlnng dtb^hti iV mMf4 : . ^ : 

r : 1 Tho* thefe Line& ar6 no more thah the Introdaaion 
^ tQ>hi»..Qi«£e^ foitowiiig.aidnur»ble KuleS) . yte^ lian- 



pafs them oyer^ Vvithoutobfcrying th^t tl^jrpoa- 
i the beil T^raife 6f Poetry.: ' ' . . 
a all tht Jjene'fits of the amrkdt Ltft^ perhaps our 
re with tlie'bniteBeafts, Birds, FiCi, Reptiles, 
Iufe£h, may he well thought a yotmger Brother^s 
don, the Senfcsof many of them being manife- 
more (trong, a? xhe Smell in foxpe, rlie£ye^ ia 
?rs, tlye^Tafte in a third^' the Hearinglu aToiirth, 
the Feeling in a f5frt*J ' Oifcouffe is common to 
mpff barbaroii*^ aiid nioft polite bf People; the 
h'lans and Athenians*, th^ <>#/<r un^ the Romans xhe 
rned kndU/ilearned. B}^ Writing- is the Commerce 
Corrcrpondence of Nations begot, and prefer vM, 
Curfe of Babe/iixtioR reversed;* For, by Writing^ 
the feyeral Larignages of the World obutin'^d and 
erllpoi From' X^^Hting,, arife alj the cjwrmin^ 
in of Arts ZTid Stimesy Which, more pkVticularly 
inguiiii ^aii' frbin the brute Creation, exalting 
le Men fo far kbovt dtl^ers, ai to ini^e them a Sort 
Vjigelick'SpecieS of themfelves, and fliperior to thb 
of Mankind. For , 

»fan differs more from Man^ than Man from Batfi^ 



f all this be owing to Writing;^ ^k raof^ 

haw" much more U thie to ]iyitiK^'vte/l> It is that 

ich gives Jmmbrtality to Mortal Mihy und has made 

:es 'and Kingdoms exift in' Hilfor^j Wh;!ch for ma^ 

Ages have J^een involved in that ajinmoiiRuih to 

ich all fublunary things are fubjed:. 

f the Governing of Nations be the moft noble Sci- 

e that Mm is capable of, as the incompajable Fir- 

feeiiis to hint, when he preferrd xht^oman Art of 

IreVnment to all fhe Sciences of Greece^ 

M »tJ}ershett& tH^kld'thei^ttmri^Mdfs 7 
f MHuhy and inform th^ breathing Brafs^ > 
ind fohen into fhfi a Mdrblt Etce. y 
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^edd tetter at the iar^ iefcnhe t^^^ . 
And vfhen the Stdrs dtfiend^ and when drife,: ,* 
^ but kbmts, "^^fJ tl)ine alone with avcful Svay^ 
*To rule Mankind^ and make the World obey. 

Diyd. Virg. 

If, k fay, the Governing of Nations be the rooj 
iibbic Science, certainly, Wrmng mil is of the hi^( 
Vahie, iince from thence the Statefman draws his ^ 
pacity of weighing prefent Occurrences with pa 
and tealdng his^ Judgment by former Events, the 
like Occafions, in his own lime. All the Laws 
lReligi6;i and Morality owe themfelves to Writing. 
)Tis true ^Py^ha^oras^ and the Br'tttfli and GauHJh 
pruids tnifled all to oral Tradition. But befides 
a thoufand •bviqus Inconveniencies in that ex- 
ihreanily liable to francs and Impofitions, we Bni 
^rt their liearniiig bury^d^ or at Icaft fp far loll^ that 
w-e have nothing but blind *nd uncertain Conjedlures 
to help us to any Part of it, and thofe gathered by 
thofe Ancients who have endeavoured to recover by 
Writing, what they ioit by oral Tiaditioii. 

*l*he -Cm^e/e have been look d upon as a polite Peo- 
ever iinfe .they have been difcovored; wid we 
find that Writing has always been in fuch JSlleem 
among them, tft^tthe Kkig claims the Honour ami 
iteputatioii of wtia:tever.Book is publifliecl in his 
Reign^ as the mbft valuable Jewel of his Crown. The 
nvo firft Lines aire fuilSciently proved by what is faid, 
and I doubt not, but that the twcr^next Lines will 
foon be as evidently founded on Re^fon. 

If we were to form our Notions and Efteem of poe- 
try, by the Writings of the Riw/^ri ^of the Tiine^, 
this would feem no common Paradox ; becaufe there 
qxn be nothing more. itriAing mean : But if ;we 
look into the Kature of the thing, as well ^ the^Per- 
ftrmancesbf the Ancients, the^not of th« AjTerti- 
"Will be ioon unty'd^ and it will appear a plain 

and 
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aft* evident Thith 5 fdir th^rfe ii iicfrhing il>cyi^ tte 
M6oki) nothing tgreatHAd inii^vHrtJil, frail aiidft- 
diifgv beneath her<if^^ <vliicifi fc not the Snb)e6b bf 
this Di-riiti? -4 ^ ^nd has been handled Vitii Beavtjr by 
foflie of the P&eft. It muft bfr it Pdet above tht; com- 
inon Rank, tb gi ve it an Etfeehi ^eqflla^ to its Me^it. 
^<st oTi\Y Alesewiin^ Ctpir^ ^dft9^ but tven the !fttrly 
aiid gloomy }i€4fiU5 exptifis^d no coBamon Vakte for it*. 

For a Poet to accomplifli'd, he muft have a 
TetnperanfieiTt iof Pife ^nd Falncy, of Strength and; 
Sweetnefs, of Penettktion 2nd l>erency,. ind he muft 
liave a fovereign Eloquence, and a profound Ca|*ici- 
•ty In fhort, the Civilizing of Mankind was one of 
tlie publick Benc^fits <rfPoetry; the fiirft tetters, and 
the Rtft Wligio^ Principle being Written in Vtrfe. 

' Vnfitlifli^d Mtn l?)rtr wU RHreats fnfake-y 

Fcr modejt Mnds vith HarhfoHy are cdt^ht^j 
Ajtd t^'UMft was ^ the Mf/es tau^t. 

It was by fliwttr^ fbeins, that all tlie Wdrthles 6f 
Antiqaity 3wW( fdrmM; fi^om him the Sbv^reigns 
xook ^he .flrft PIsiltferl^ of the Laws thiey giv^^ thie 
Jonndert 6f -Monslfcx^hies itnd^omtncinWeanths took 
;the Models of their Polities ; in hitn the Phifolb-^ 
phersTcmhd the Prfncij!>fes of 'tlie l&orality Which 
4hey hare mtght the Tedple; from him 'the 
Phyiicians JiaVe ftudied Difeafes and tl\eir Cures; 
Aiironotneys have leihit the ICnowlefd^e c'of the Hea- 
vens;, and>Geommeciafes th^at ^lf 'thlie Birth ; Kings 
and Princes the Art of Ooveriiirig, >rid' Oencrtls how 
to form a Bat^e, and encihip an irj^iy, ind to be- 
fieje a ToiViil, Witd^ain a Viaiory. • 

This 'Art ffiews its Ehtdelleiicy aGove all otliers, in 
iJiisj that •iU»l>tlie^ Arts and Sci^ento cto be Icamt, 
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but this U oiily the Qift.of>Hea^v^n. ^is •tiUei the 
great^ft Oeiilu^ is to be regulated, aiid im|>roveid hy 
Axt'j but aii the Ajrt in the World caoiiot make him 
a Poet whom Nature has not fumifhed with a Ge* 
nius. It di£Eers lijccwire in this from all other Arts, 
that a Mediocrity i> never allowed in Poetry, nor- a 
(^cond Place; norany^e^^tiMi bet^veen the. bed and 
the worfl^. The Reafon of this feems to be this, that 
if com paflcs its.End by Pleafure ; but .that ijoc being 
to be found ill a Mediocrity, wlierf there is -no Fire, 
no Force, no Tranrpoi«t, no divine Enthuiiafn^ it is 
not capalih p£ attainiii^ i w End. 

. rail at t]iis divine Art indeed, would, in the , 
learned be the higlieft Ingratitude, iince the liigheft 
jgnoranci received its lirll Light firpm Po^,.jln whofe. 
agreeable Dawn the Eyes of Reafon, by little and lit- 
tle, grew ffc^onger, and more able to arrive at^lCibtow- 
ledge, more robuft; Lret learned Gff^ce fbfi"^ me »one 
Book before Mujausy Hefiod^ zni H««er, all Poets; " 
nor were there any Writers before them, but Orplfd^j 
Linus^ and ocher {^oecs, who are juftly therefore ftyPd 
the Fath^i;s'^^of all Learning. Since they were the 
Perfons, Hj^Ofby the Charms of their Verfes, rendered 
]g^9wled^Mij^ ^de^aipk to. .the rude^ ' uh- 

oiiiivated tl^ofel^fc it w«^ the. Poliih^. 

in^ and .civ^Ls4hg ^^^SK^ .<h^t g^i-^ Rife to .the* 
iabuIoHs Power of ^|^^^s Lute^ ^ and OrflamH 

.^^•^i^^lS^^ appeap^l at JRomtfi under the Poets, 
Liytiisy/^h^^is^ tnuHiBitfl^ ; and among the J^/Unsj 
on the Hefi^rredioiL ^5>?FJi^t?f, under Dapttj B^ccMce^ 
and;Pejf;rfrf/i; l^Jand^^ Gowerznd Chau- 

cer, InGrewe, thtfit4^Ii)i/ofli^ 
f£mfedofUsM,,itid TarmniiUsj f^Mv^W Na,tural Philo-. 
fi)^y ill yerie: fytha^rasy]^^!^j(s^ M>r4litj\ ^tjr^i 
teuiy War * SdUn^ and ^l^|i^^^ 

this wife i:^«-2^Trf having himf^fw^ in Veife, 
the Story pt xhc jm^ conti-. 
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iitt'd. ^af^ I m^y wM-Jufticeobftme, thSit all the 
DefigO) Deicripeioas'Of tbefPeribnV I^ac «: of Mtec^ 
Uig, and the Uiie, ' Fw»dati«if Qf .jMno^ Dia^ 
logu^aK Poetry. It U fknhetobftrvabl^i^ that,'iii 
all Nationf wher^ I^niag is .not sret adiiiift«)» JW^ 
ii^ as ^ong ihe Tftrks^ : vrho l^ve no Other Scu« 
iiif^ bttt^heir IMvinity and Poetjy. • e. 'find attOng 
the /i^^.aiiid thjp 2?f44«C$ .thejrJij^v« their PflPt^ .Wjfc5 
fijig t>c.|>fieda»i¥kjP»?tfe»f>f tl^tit.AiujMtflwi, antloff 
th4r Qod^ .^WhftniQ^il: ft^i^r 'm^ Me vfiy.Biobal^ 
that if lever: Lfaraiiig cop^ Jii^ aai^ tbem> 
be intfodudil )>y?flw>ry j for tiJi they , find :>ilPlBifiirt 
isi jthe Exercife of : tl|e j^/liiifl, jpr^c .PrqnMfe^ pf laigo 
Knowledge ic^n ha^ e bt^t little, Effe^pn thofiiwjia 
do not know tfef Fipits of Knowledge. A? ^OPr-oW 
j^Hroiifth^d their rB^r(^ lb thn?' .al| t}ie<C94(mc!l|r>of 

eiidftavo^ff d ^ti?pf«^ all Footfte|i8. of f^p^fift 
fjrpm ?Jn<^g.$h<<n)[,d<;:^tl;^ ReinafAs. of tb^^i^ Pcoetsflailt^ 

tq^sfla^-. V-.O i.-. -; ^ • ^: f-'.J'^'I 

J<il the CiViUty andi BaJite^iefs of^w«/f, ^erivi^i^ 
it felf from the .R««M^f and; ^t Gruks : \tt us:cpnfidei< 
witt^jiffliat Nl^m.«sj^ a^drTi,tI<^of pigiuty,. tlt<ar 
honbuPd this Art. ThQ RQmiaius gave <he iWf i: ;«iixe 

4^arVlfljy.>lcaVipn.jr; Atjd^ tl(i«i^'l'*f wciit,iiigji.eir j *ar- 

^ «uf,'^#oe,.4fci^v y<^ ifeixeigWtPd, .fh;kt;fW<^ 
asft«4^4ne A|t6 ^^l^vi^U to Me;i oi^^enfe^ a^d gO0c( 
Jj|en5' let <?9»^idfr ti^^.fixpeU^nce qf Bwi^f y ij^. 
; and End) > in X^pnxparifon^ of that ^qf otiMn 

^h.j. ... .--v. } r.. s / , \ ... 1 

AJI Ai!^ tfiake. jtf^ue thcirjpriopipal Qbjic^ ^ TJvis 
AfitQ^^m^ applys if ic|f to <f h?. Obfcrvadoa , , pf .the. 

KrY/^',iln their f?v^^^^^ jPofirions , .^^id^.Rcvcdfittpiis i 
jkit GtonUtrif Uns^ and ArithmttteUns^ in . cheijr feveral; 
Sorts of Quanciae^ and Kiimbers ; The 
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^eaveh ihrtat l^iiet txgiieft vrith^cadi 'oAier ih^O^) 
to pBduee tYOLt adiniiiBldtiaifiheii^ ^kh kfi^i^ 
aiirHfaafiiii, M^r^Ito^ -Frbiki 
die 0}ttfi4mvi»n of Nfttttirib db^ th^l9M^it|jMfl^0^ 
fi^ dBm His Name; tkfe iRKM/#l^i^/ll^'to^ 
^dib'tna dlfbittrfts M the Vihues, Vk^^ TsifiMti 
sndMOjio bf the liftman ta&fd ; fM^tfmm'U^ 

iltiic^«itlie ltbl«s<^^S^ee^ vM^th^MmWiht^ Mild 

iMe, ot^litf lliejr fi^ ^ iltiileM ^tMh. 

'Vftittever is hel]pAtI cir hiinltil 't(» it; 7!k>» %l<t 

1ft bbUdbft thel%th dfmtufr. 

mMxtg thibgs ei(9i^«r battel' itoftie4lM^«{>fiit5ir4^ 

Kature, as the Her»e5, Pemf-Goib, CfiUfs^'-'&tpknN 
MU^ »<id th^ like ; In 'ftlf wk>kli ^ti6ti^kimndtxig 
]|« gdes'Hiiftd in ^hd wirii it V^K' K^lt^rt 

neveir tfdbtnH! M£« Earth iath ^nd ch^TnlJlS > 
Hhref!^ tis feVifiuI of the'Ibc^ hav1( d«le. 

Silt tO'paft over thcfe inferior Tkin^, »rid ^ to 
'Mkty ^'whMn, as another Things are, Ib ihlitm 
isher ut<tti*'6itHiting^ aiid S]E^^^ Hks lffft- 

fuirethie'refore'ci^iiTRcrflii^ a 
libver IhtMnefj (b conilant a ^tfend tbs Wj^htdes i 
' £d rgtlhht lllan a» JbfHtki^ fUtttiUnj HhrUhd^ ; ib 

.Man in all Moral Virtues as f^rr JEtuas f Let it 
ntithcre-be bbjefltd, tfctt a« the wbrk^tff Haturtiite 
ml, To tfioft of the Pd^f, -are 6nl^ Iteitlfibn or 
Fi€tBjn t t^-^rjr Mitn of Underftanding ktiowf, that 
the SKiH bf the Artificer Hands in the Idea J brpre- 
eonciS^iojt^f the Vork^ ami not i*n th* Wof Jc itftlfi 
i?d^ dut the '^oH has.thai Xfc^i is lobft^tidtnt from 
^ - • - • ■ . his 
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His lteliv«tiitg ktld doft^yixig ie to ^othtts -in ^ett 

^ ie in Hii fSkoA ) tt^ is tid^-Attiits fiifdi^ l^di* ] 
vtf/^ or tioii^eyiiiy^ af it to ^IlieA WtoiljriiiiM* i 

^ IlialHf a^fMM sfwilldh M ^it imt ti-paftUiilir 
mtdiimiiei ttjid ^¥l»t flMir^ Might 4iU)lie) Jiftc 
to beitow a Qpmi on the World, who ihouM miis 

*fh«^ in^MAefy mOk^ hifhi lec ^ar 

tfi« h^iifft Pdim Iff attnH ill iMhms mj^Hk 
tbtE^aiAy 6f jiaflUt ; Ixit ihkiieir to iiie Ho- 
iiMir 66 th« iMMeir l>r «tti^ JIK») ^60 hiiviftg msAe 
JSair itt ids iM^m^ fet hiib tesrdttd^ ind 
overall the Works of ^hzt Sm§ni Natwrty vrhiitt^Wi 

iN^utfiTaftialft wUtl^ db^ ihrHich t thiftk is nO 
£bail] Aij^tiient td^ the iii^Mtllous of firft ae- 
cttfftd Fall of .AftfiM, iiiife oni^it thvis tilt^et vp hy 
'^erh^ Aiklesiis ^hoW What tetfiilkn Knd our 
trtii^afRe£Mbjr ihglt FaiI, le^p «(8 frotti f «»chiifs ^ 
t<i the ftsi^ke df it. 

'tttm M'thiti It-fteifes, -fhrft 1 fniy ififill to hat« 
it gfarited-nie, that the OrittMs had vcfiy g6oci Rea- 
fon to giV^ the If*^ the Name abore aH Other Kaaacs 
iti LeamiA^. 

But not to^dll on this VnxSi of Fae/rjj which, 
is d^riv'dorily from its a Defrriptiofi or Defi- 

nirion of the Art, which ho body can deny, wHl 
iiimiih a fitffideiit Bnlffgy. F^etry ij, therefore^y an An \ 
if Ifiiitatsj^^ xh^Lt is to fay, of Reftifint'tii^j Cdimter- |, 
fticing, or Figuring out ; to fpeak metaphoiieallyy it l\ 
is a Sfeahtig hShite^ direfted to tiachj and, at the ; 
feme tinte, to dfliglTt, Of this thcr6 hav^ been 
three general Kinds; the chief, both in Aittkjiity 
and ill ExceJJeflcC; was that by wiiicYi xVit'Joui 
C a ' 



:dfnitate or tepre£ent tq us th^e Eteni^l Etpellences of 
-^mL as Dayii ia his IfMtm ; Sidmon iii his C^mul^ 
-Mceiijtalh$^ and IVmr^ ; i)fo^ aad J^rWitb in their 
-HymnS) and the Writer of the fiopjc of Job; O f this 
3Und (tho^ in a wxpng and mifiaken Divliiiiy) were 
-Offhm^ AmfhUn^ H^mtr in his. Hjwins, .: the .SfOf/tcr 
:V(Brfes of the l^m4nSf and ai^ny others botix Otij^s and 

*i tnieifciCQnd:!lUAd.is i^^^ ,ciAw ^f-f^ 

^tiBhotyhi^i^ Ck#«, 7%e«j«i5& or naiuyaJ^^ as J^^ 
%iid tTtrpPs^ Qmifpcks ( or '.^ropMnkaly^ as jftf WiK5 an4 
/^mamts y ox.Hifttmalj as Zwr^n. But whether • theft 
-maybe juftlytermM Poet?, or not, I (hall leave to the 
Bediion of the GrammarUns^ aiid .go to xhe t^rd, 
who on all Hands, are.oonfeisM ^> .()erigiity or -ctue' 

Betwtea tjieie and ijie fecond, .thfieis the iame 
JDifFerenee, as^tween ^he aiiean^r IHuiiit^rs, jivho on- 
il>y draw fttc}i Faces as ,At^ theniy; ^d the more ^ex* 
cellent, or Hiilorical Paintxr^ who being pnly di- 
^yedled by their Genius, giveytMi in Colours what is 
anoft agreeable to the Eye, to view ; as the conibuit, 
*tho^ lamenting Lppk of LuireMj when, in her felif, 
Ihe punifliM the Crime of another; in which ^e 
does not draw Z-Wfifrti^i, whom he never iajw^ but the 
outward Beauty of ,fuch a Virtue. For ihcfe thifd 
Sott sire the Poe^i, who imitate to. teach and delight^ 
and, in this Imitation, borrow not any thing of 
avhati?, has been^ or ihall be, but delineate what 
may, or Ihould be. Thefe indeed are Profhets^ or 
Toits^ in the original Senfe of the Name, as making 
4>nly to imitate, and imitating only to inftru^ and 
<lelight, to move Mens Inclinations to aifnine that 
Goodncfs to which they are movM; which being the 
su)bleil Aim to which any Learning Avas ever dire- 
aed, yet has it not efcapM the Abufe, and railing Af- 
perfigns of fonie People, 



'The Compute A R t <?/ P e> e T r yjf 

•Jhefe are fnbdividefl into Hei^ncj tyrkj Tragic, 
mir, 'Sa^ricy Elegiac^ Pi^or^ and fom^ others; fotn^ 
jiatoed from the Matter, or Sittb)e<ft ; fome froni the 
Sbrt of Verfe (^s^ iamhck) fbm€ frpm the Jbe^,' (ti 
jf/rrf/r) and tlie like. ' 

Tho^fliC P6e« have genenilljr dVefs'd* their Sulijedi 
in fome Sort df Verfe, or dtlier^ -yetis iidt Verfe *ab* 
fbhitely effential tol^^. XemfUn^ Jflah^ JUliod^^ 
rusj \vere Poet5, tho^ they did not^rite inVerft r 
For tit not the- Verfe, but the Framing admirable 
ftnage^ of VirtUcsy Vices^ or whatever eUe afiFordi 
thit ^eligbtAillnfhr^aion, which dii^inguiihes,' and 
gives- a Right to the Name of Pwft The Poets "have 
cttoftn Veift indeed, that they m:ight exc^l a-ll otitcr 
Arts in the Manner, as weli-as in the Matter of rhei^ 
Study V weighing each Syllable of each Word by a juft 
ari cxaft Proportion, to make tliem bear fome Anafo- 
gy to the J^atuire and Dignity of the Sub;e6t • 

This Refilling of the Wit, this Enriching of the 
MeiBOijr, this EnabUi^ e^the Jucl^ment, and Enlar-^ 
giikg of the Fancy, iiuhich we commonly call Lear- 
jiing,: under what Name foevery o^ to whattovef Aimfr 
dive^ed^ihy. its final End, U to draw, and mlt us to 
as/great aPerfe^on, 'as the prefent Degeneracy of out 
Ifatnreis capable of. 

Thi5,'.acCDiding ta the various Inclinations of Men^ 
guided fi^rj one to the Choice of fome particnlar 
Art: oiD7 Science;: as^ itcxj^nn^nij^ Phyfifki^ Jdetafhy-^ 
fiots^ Mathimatieks^. mA^^^^ Knowledge being 
this £n0 wd ^AimvB alFiand- each Particular. > On ar 
'View of ;aJL thefe,^. Sriofy the Giver-ruler of Opinions,^ 
Juu m^e itvcvid^ftt, that ali^thefe are but wharwc 
0)ay caU SfT^in^,. or SiM^prvim Sciences; which, as 
they bave a private End. in themfeives, fo are they 
all fubjedied to the high eft End of the chief, -I may 
fiiy, Mi&ds XnoMde^y or Science, tht: Ji»wtMf$ 
'4t^.Mmf..'Alfr iDitreSardvof his A^QHSf both in hit 
IhmfiiAMA JPohitat ^iUnnen^ ia EadJteing. to dm 
♦ . / C 3. v<^v 



^1 ipud^ 0r i»qre^ tfcff to-ifUiw wej^ fo that 

-ttovcrfjr, the jufieftand moft rig}k(f|UPntil|ce,|Qib^ 
i^. «Myif>rj. ih^> t^. ?o«r'f Pnlbn<»im 

4(^4/ liiUf^hcf Sns oqt )urPJ«a in ihi9 Cpii«> 
lfy4e|n;pcUn£y Wiietb^ir it U ppffiblft to 
Fat)^ HiQif ilirefily tending t^.Vinttf^ thvA fli9 
Aft tciicV'j ^yhich ws wliiit Vi^ue h% 

Capfes and EiBcds, Imt ajfo by milking icnffwiif ^9A 
difcov^^ingitsEiiepsy Vi^, which Jiftuft deft^tjU^i 
aiul its uneafy S«rv$int Parian) that xnud b« nulbrMf 
difcourii^ upon in Qei»eraJs j|{id Barticuhirti laft}ff 
-liif fettia^ down in a p];^ia and mdontMkfUSier^.hdW 
it e9(^df . ft]f OIK of th4 Limics cf 2bji^ lude 
Vrprkl (of Hi»i^]f) . iiH^ to the Qovmiaient of Fa^ 
KPtiU^ J^d then to .the. Siippecf of BnbUokigocIcijir. • 

But, them the ^fimam. deiviea that, ai^ Mai^ it com^i 
fftiaUe to him for teaching; Viitue^ and vdrtiioos 
Anions. He tells you, Ihzthtia th^Wi^r.rfTimi^ 
the t/Wn ^Trrnhj A$ tf Mkmmyi and ffoi^fnM^ 
^ l^. Difpntafive Virtue isyindttd, £iys he^ taught 
l)^ the PlUh»&pter,: who^ I toach that which i« 
Xftive< KU Viitu^ may! be fixc^Uent- iB« thtffcbft 
ConuBQiwca^th of JRbiA^ fir Banger ^ but I 
{hew heY> in the hoiU)u»bIe Faw^ of - the^Btittks of 
ihrgithmi AarfnU^y. tHS^et^ jftgmnwn^ Mlmbmt^ 
Jl4(mi//jr; he teaches Vivmt l^ ceviaiii.abAWiA^CGDifi^ 
deratifws^^ but: I..^nly bid you fbllowv th^ Fooifie]|t of 
«hiOf<^ who .went before yotu 

^iiaMf4i\thtre.twoGaadi4a»fP»:l^r«hle^v^ Ho* 
nQiU|;Lin.ibt Ak%^ i»hoiotcaaft\^€ditirci£>rrltt^)«ioM»r# 
Uatofsi w<bfi]toil the Ao^ who, ai»ii iy O pin i oiiy ,iwift 

carry 



c»fyy,it. {rom thm borhf wd'^o^^ Aqor s^I 
the iul>{ejrvi^Jir S^cnces %y . if be . ea^ce) th« iMi9r#^ 

pjr^r«nd tq l)t his Egpl. Aj for. the Xrx>iM,r w nAnft 
a^hv^ys e^p^pc.bii^i^^ whofe Aiix^ and ]}odrin« ii^^ or 
oiight^P be^ Bteniity. But asjfor f h« Z^^wytr, he enr 
(deaypprs nqt to ipake Reoglo gqod, Uutto hi^df r theif 
Wkk^liefs frpm being boniul ta ot^ei9| a^t at'^lf ; 
trpublip^bimftlfr whether a Mail be goodj provide! 
1^ a. gp«4 Citi^eji. Thefc fourare aU ^lMit deal ill: 
rheCQ<)4d.^«^ti6n of M$h$ <3i^^ vrhich b^iAg tht 
fnjurm Kf^pwledg^y tl^oTe vvhp beft. regfilat^. thWAi 
4eiervA the h^heft Cpininen(latian. . jiM.^l f ^ > 

X^t ^kfifh^ therefore^ t^e J^^^. ain* at 
eiWIiflung thw. Prehfiniiieiici^. rlij^ firftihjf JJ^rf^^ 
a(i4 the Ijitter by ^mfU\ but neither of ^h?i»: ha? 
vifig both) they, are boch.defediv(% Th^. ^Hhfifh^^ 
f^xyiivitot E^iimfleyUoh£cxix^y and alm^oft wftleft i 
tjift HifiofUn^ fpy.Wanf of tjtie Pr^f^ff^ if,, by. thatT 
M^a45 fQ.cj^fiA'd? not tp, what /&M«^<^ .bnt tf^.what 
t^at i5,^tq tjje |?4irrif»(tffrTruth of Thin|p^ an4 nQ( 
to. t&<;,4W>^/, &^n{ qf thfifPjr tha^ hii^ Si^nipte 

i QoOriii^ whoAy> wiihQu^l!rui^oJ^Ad«;a]m0^;l b«f^ 
tUc im?qp^r.d"?p/f, gerfpfipr bofii: For. of wh^Kovet 
t))^.Ph^oXppl^er.iay»iboald b$ doi^, hegiMCftyou^a 
perfect l>i£nure in u>me one, by whom he prcfupi^cs . 
^1 il, wai cloA?i7 by tiba^ Mftran^s^joj^i^ng ihe. imtfp 
z^Sfitumtfi. He^iyes, liaftfa jwrfeft Piftfirfi, 1^^ 
tiAg. l^efofic. the^ M&dt^ ao linage qf th»t of whii^U 
the ttrtiofofhtr only gives a D^fcriptioiiyt in bav^ amk^ 
V.Qids, wbifib dp» iificVr/^4J(V:1»tipe| nor 
{«]^scheSQu]y asthePoet^oes^ . 

lVj& (^^wnf P(heif) h;kv# tzkt^^gu%t deal o( 
$aii» to.ibsw, the Forpe ^at:the]:<.pv« of: otir Cpaft-' 

whf ik we hpai^jl?^^ thfi widft of tb^'FJame^ oC 
ppjf^ 4^.^^fi in,, (tijc-j^iiifa^o^ ^ii^^'«inslighfv 



5* "Fht Cotnpfeti A It t ^to e t R 

«?!5riiig fbi^ his barren Rock of M4frf. Thi (kme may Be 
faid'of a31 the othcf Paffions reprefented hy thtJPoets\ 
Aether the Ailgeir of in SofUcle'sy %ht WifdoiA 
3^d Temperance of Vfyjles^ antlthe Valoiir of Jitfcf/f<fj^ 
in Hmit'j the Priendlliip Qf M/l/f and in 
#^rrf7f and the like. If any of thefe Poetical Imagy 
ctf Perfon8^orThing^l)e lefs perfedt in others,. that 
irhe' Fault of the Poet,; aM not of the Art. FoV tlie 
QHeftion is, whether the fcigM Images of ^try^ or 
the tegular Inftruftion of I^ilofophy, has the^gr^tet 
F^rdB-in Teaching. - f^we is no'donbt, but that ottj- 
SiepUitr idotild *as weJl have'^jiven thc'M^df Ccmm^ 
Places of Uncharitahltnefs znd HUmSldnefsy V§ tlfe, di- 
vine KaiMitioa of the Bich Man 2^nA La%^riis\*^ and of 
JPifobiWieiic^ and Mercy," as, that hervrenly PilboUrf? 
of tht Pf^di^al Sgjij and the generous Fither, had h€ 
not feen^ by his thoroiigh-fearching> Winionj, that 
the State of the Rich Manh burning in Hftf, and of 
iM4rus in AhtahalnH Bofbni^ ■ WotiM "With \ greate^ 
€>oii<bncy and Efficacy d\^kYi in the Memory and 
Judgment ; and thefe, by Divine'?, are tObkM 6n t6 
htifift^ivgT^Mes^ and not Hiftbries dPftids. Bitti 
in jthfifrty IhottM we allow^ that the Iflfdofifher tieach<e^ 
jrct it liWift be dwned^ t^at he teadies, with Ibme Olp 
fottrity, io that the k^tmed alone canuhderlhind hiiii^ 
that is to fty, he teaches thofe *who are ahr^dy 

nughr.- ^'J.-^ ^ 

' Ott^the bfher Sid^ themefis febvipws-to. evety I^ii- 
derii^ndilig) and is indeed *the piilj^ ^rue popular .FBii 
li/«»p/?*f , tef which^ JS5^/^V l^les atr< a-Prpof 'beivdnd 
COAtfadtaibn. - ^ ' V' ' / Z!'^ 
' But thek'tii urg\l,- t\iiiHiJhrf oifR^rs tm^ Images itb 
the Mind, that is, the Images of Matters pf Fadl^ 
jfecA as were reoJly perfonnM, ahd not 'ftich' as arj^ 
only fuppcsVV to' have' been doner. ^ jli^tfr^ ^d^clftes 
iHiiQl4ftid«, v/hen lie telisiis, ^fhat Ai^rjriJ'Yttc^ 
miftfifkicai ahd Ingeiiious,' ^hdns1ftl(?W 
19 deiils^iiv the-i^fliWryS/;' oi^ ^^r-«^ kMi^Uifioff'TloL 
- : > * the 



• T%e Cctfiflete A .p o kt r y. - yf: 

TMlj coniidiek what k#t; |ir4iHKt^4bii«, <l£^ if»^ 

ohlyi ibewS) that Ul/r4(«to/l^MdM; ot anj^ one certktn. ^ 
I^cihivbeinies did, £ud, orlkffi»^ tl^ If - 

the fbcr di^ebau^ his^CMfoe wim a Mallerjr, her' 
wiHtihewjSMiitt TdmmimzxiA jtMmsi aochiiig thttt is 
not to be avoided;* In Oftus^ MutiUy IK^i','tKitiiiilg'« 
lint '^Hixxt is' to be etebrac^, ^and iblltmM : - ' tirhereati 
the Wporum beu^ obliged to^ )fe{nrtfi»ittbilijgs as th«]r : 
itatty weve^t camiot give us>a'')ierftdl>atten^ without^ 
being Poedca]. For in the: Hifioxical Votmi&k of^ 
A/miiuUr^'^^nd Sdp^ hbnft^ he flmft £hew nt Adi- ^ 
ons,. of vrfaich fome' meiit our Aj^ivobatioii) and 
fome out Condemnarioir; lb chat every ReaderVbii^^ 
aecion isleft to|adgeof who^is to be &^\ttd^ 9L»d^ 
whatnot) which is not at all informM ot^diin^i^Bd^ 
by yonr readiiilgMitfiM iiuHiks^ 5r any" Dttieri9f)loH4ir* 
Hut you\jnajp^lly'pethij^ in£ft^ that tho^ the* 
Jfefrmiifl te allcMMd the Preheminenicein \hii^Sin^¥Mi^ ' 
y^tj tharthe 'Hifiofid»giy€B you a particiiIar''E^(ittt|^}ey ^ 
by what waronce^lone^ what we are to follow t Yer^' » 
that' is no jmbre a €6nftqiien«e. than that it' ihottld ' 
rain todays .becaufe it- rained jrcftcfrday. But if itr 
be granted, onJy infb)rni#and^^feadh^> 

uej^iLy/The .Rules 0f l^fifimilitud^^d Rcaftn* ^tiW^ 
IWft fd fkt emk the«i^to<afff ^t^h« it 
fgkfut his E^xani^lf >by thae w^icfol^ reaibnal^)^ 
be it in it^bauil/f Poi^^ AffAri^ iiiH!*^ 

the H»^^oriia i**confin*d oft^ to |ftliiiitJvfhair *i*-gene^* 
jally called Fb^itfUMj iwhkh'o9tHNr«ie^th» inbft-^oii'A 
ittttvi^iate W^doniv . Ater- he mx^ ^IJmi* .Ei^ms^^c- efr 
w:hiah he cail l^tfga no^Caulhy orcif 4i^e iTo &dveh^ ^ 
tnreJcoi give in any^ it ttillft{bt-%4xi^iWg ^h^^ 
Dipvince, 'and a:^min|( «lK -Chairadier^<^r^h^ MH^ 

ikcaAaon ; ibi4»f,iii^t we €mtht*ir^JtoutiJt0tmjH 



» Mftvingid^ tteacf ta tlK D^ing well pbittly^r i 
tttilik), the CiQivflii 9f S^mgnty cm tlier « 

l^ft fbiM^i^n S> f»^Qbi>i» pumncl tor GQapaune: him t»» 
Jlbi^y.fbr MB^yivgi ^ni tb^t nhhMnHig, which. i> 
9f a iBQre «inJM aad lugh J)egm, tha». 
p||i«iTA«cthi|k|^ mU( bgc thiv that it it boOi- 
t)K QmT^ a«(}f (lit^.Bffr^ of Teatlmng: For ^Q^< 
'viffll^ bMpftbf: ^Qrrbt mght^ if lie wei^ n^r 
«wvia t^itbf JQffcf, oCi gw«jk% lUawkdgo t Fo»it 

vfttl^biB^ Enu,t ^ hmm^^V suwl llow can i^ou eye^L 
wrn^ V^^^ not movHl tp it \- 

JmA i|idee<V |o be/Cou^h^d wiHi tkt Iksftruie of the^ 
^(^j^#Wjs, jroHi rntft: aimdy tayc Qyezcome ytnif . 

tk^filQ^^^e^ btllirf c «f the Specter* , 

f 8»t the :€tdef aikI 'I^. importaac . l^iMQvtltjit^ 



does BOt^ diilt {h»«» tbe "Wif^ ^ fca«' givM Vamt itiA ^ 

Min ^Sh'm ixfiCSthlt AtMftiM> m cAPttimo it/ < 
The JWft^ ht^i» Qe^widi ebfimre Defoittdflfi^ tli«^ 
Cfilomv^^f l^iMflAIOBSi attd the lite l!]nk»i^«)eac»v 
of the St^hio^U^'^'heftppiKM^ Itt VoidB iHK> 
iit4eij^l^dal'P?oporfiim) either bff>|^^' 
pared for^ .the erichhilting Still ef Mtefi^y- mja-; 
Tile, Chbnm are £b ^tmt&^y f^ voA^mM^. 

rhatit ties l^dfh the €hild'and the Old Man, Tdutin ' 
axi£(.^, both 8»^a»i a]}Begieei^ AMitheFrineQr 
ta the peti&nf^ with forinW«^&k a& AHashiteJM;^^^ 
that they ibrftlce alf <>fher I)e]!qg^ to llfl^ to" tkdt|\ 
and' pretending fp xte more than h dder perfdnii^. 
avows its End) Aim, and Intent^ t« be the Winning;; 
of the Mindfh)n ^ic^nelHo Virtue^ t^the fiiine 
Meanvthatwe tift with Children, torHaketheHi tato- 
fidutiftroDS and healing I)rt^g8^aii^ iCe^K^nes^/ by ' 
hlding^ or di%iii£i^ th^m^ inr ibiMthIng ellV^tvMel^^^ 
has a Tafte more agreeable to rhr f^ater Wliereai^, 
if we ihottld begin onr CciurP? with them, bj^ a Le— 
fhsrc of rhe Hatcire of ; Ai9^ ot Bhktarb^ it iqight ini^' 
prove thett Knowledge of them, but rendtf tlleSi fii^^ 
nattfeoits^. that thejt wouXl ftener^ take thetv Phj^fick. 
in at their Ears, than M(M3thv 

Thus it IS with Men (too gen^l^. averfe * 
wholeibme Conni^l^) they will hear with Satlsla^i!^ 
on and PfeafUre,. ttayV pethtipsiwifii Tifein^brt^ the- 
Ikies of BrmiAr/, AehiUeSj ^Wi,/.^BWr4iy^and''the iiie^ 
ai|d thefe they, cannot hear,, ^vithonr hearing at thtf»i^ 
ftine Time^ the Defcriprion of H^J^bm^. Haiffur^:, 
^)^cf, dec . Which, if they had been treated as bare- : 
Ij^ tliat IS, PhiJofbphicaJfyy. they wouM begin fb6»4' 
to yawn,- asid at laft declare, that by this J^eans they/ ' 
were hfon^r^gaiji to School* > ^ 

T^t iBuhttixnL of ^ which Ptfrtigh is compioftd^. fiat?* 
^ snpftCoi^nitncy to Hatitre^vofakUotKtn*. Wtfo*** 



6^ TU CimfUti Ji i t i/P OJB T» T< 

SlicwWiejcv thioH5*i,th« FUiW o^\7^ wiih(».it 
ivf re.hi« lyvf^A Farjs ;o perfornv^j: pipws aiad good ao.. 
A£lii)»tiMen; ar^ /ferptij^didiitQ.t^eiLqye^ofj 
a»dftrilligej^movM;l>|rpcenca)gepre£bnu^ even 
wheB .theirNatnre istl}e 9)ioil; a^pt.; Ii fhaJl give 
but two I|i&^n<:e€ of this Truth,; qut of many; the , 
£jf^; q£ a iRautinpu^ Pppplc, ^))iaf| wWch, , gcnewUy. 
liieaking, ni>thing.is inoi«^^^ r .1 i.. 

^4|i!^/2fl4f,i4j^^/vi9 :wli^n the whole PeopH Mmt / 
hid ms^de,^ .j$<ce|[xpn,^and ^Mded theQl^^]ves entire-^ 
IjifiiQin ikipS^mi^t^, whei(^; tJif ^nH^edi^tejRaia of 
thMrSt^te in^itihave enAie^,; cqone^ not out to the. 
^fuiutudc with his C^toiy (which?yet has had won- 
d^x^l £&£U> on fuchan Audience) nor does he olfer^ 
PljiJttfophicaK Maxinj^ apd peg nitipns,^. but .like a 
3^jsoiiie$^lDre|^and.oi tells 
tlt/ei^ a /^a/e^ that tl^ere; was a Tiine wken.alkth« - 
Pu$s t^h^ :itodj[ rebelk4 againft the Stomachy . 
'wj^ifji tbej. tl^cmgh(4ev^^ Fruit of all their 
]^bQRX^,\.and ib.tbej^refolvM they would let fo un- 
jfiapfitabk a ScKyant ftarve. In (hort (for this Talc is 
•Si^cient!^ kuowij) by^uni^iig the Scpmach, they, 
ifegu^ tjienifelves^ . 

-aiJvU iiei,iig; toi4t.;and juftly appl^'d^by h prp-. 
iiiced fuch an Effedb in the People, ^ as no Hil^iry^ 
(th^tAver-I. KeadX^yesus any lnftanfie groj^uc^ld ly 
]^ord9)^b}U at this Time ; or fo fuddenaadgood.. 
"^^^Alt^ratipu fp|^ VPP^ reafonable Conditions, a . 
It^iti^ Recq^ilijitifn^/^ bei^eeiuthe jFatlhers^ 
iijj»d tfep P^ulace. . 

. OSis^i^cpnd Exa^pfe of this Power, of TiiA^ I fhall,- 
Si^^. f W>frpnj ^^Bafy Scrifftuifesy^^xif\ t}i.3jx is of iVW- 
1^ th% Vif^htx. , Vfhen J^jtnid, had fo f%r fprfafcen^ 
'^^fti ^9* W A4^^^'^Ty ^with Jiff^nlHr..^ ^ . wjicn , 
§ii^h*m '«Ras tO' dfx tlje tendcreilbfirc/e of si Friei(l^) in^ 
iiiyi^^g h^*J^u2jtbdbja;.hJ# Eycs^^bdng fe^^ fl^ 
tikC^:^4K^,fc Ctefeu.a dg{$ 1% JE(rqrs 



porf^'it^ But bjr telHxig '4 l^l«^tff^&*]^ 
whel^ belovcdijunb unti hnrtxm^y fgd(Mi frbiii hit- 
Bofcm^ Ills &vei9' inoviiig^ thaif -aAyfllTeitdii^r '^ 
l)e^difi^imble.to«epeat^i% k? Bet in tfet 'iiblft? » 
Thm rHfi Afbl m cm (1^ (fiud NathMny ^ tw*- 
tifb^. 4ud tl?t,Hbef - fo§r^ The rith Mtn bdd ttkeedin^ 
tBSV^Tlftcks-midHiBrdi^ but tht fwrMui had nothing ktt 
m^iw9rl^mb^plM ht h4dbia^ uf^ aiJt^* 

it.gtew uf:togethitmkk Mm mihisihHdrtn^ it iiU 'e4t-rf 
hb cmfi ifita^y nnd dran^ «f tns mn^Cuf^ dt^ Ikj nri Ui 
MQfiaik,\ d^ it; W49 19 him W a J>aMghitn Ahd- thtre cdmt * 
a Tr^n^Ocr t^nto tht rich Man^ aitd be fpdfHl H tdkif §/ hit ^ ' 

Man that was tome unto Inm^. hut took the poor Mdt^sLamS^ 
aad..dr€ffed,itfof the Jifan that vas tome to him. 

This is the admirable Ifarahlej an4 how- did it-^ 
move Dayid to pfonounce his own Judgment ? And 
Dayid's Anger was ^natfy khuUei aninJ^ thi Many aid 
he faidto Nathan^ As tht^JjitdMyethy the^Man that has 
done this things Jhall furely die ; and he Jhall reftore the 
t^mh fourfoBiy beotiife ho, did. tint things and'beeaufe ho 
had no iPity, . 

hxShoitj the. whoKGonfeqHeiicex)f this h Voir cry 
pathetick, .that it is with Relii€hjice I go not thro'^r 
it, "vuhicn its being.fo weUicnown to every C^rf/?f«iffj » 

-wdlkoiUF !^ur<^* " ^ ^ ^ * 

The Application is nioft divineljTtru*, but-theBiA 
oourfe i^ fdf i5,feign?d, .and ^ct made D4rwi, as irt a - 
cjafs, fee. his .Qwn.GuiJ;t, ;as. his heav^llly 'Mi]m 0p 

, Hej^ce it is plain by Examples and. Iteafon, that 
X#;<0^'?^^^s tl^eMind with Delight, more than any • 
chW :Ayt,i(ehatfoev«r; whence .w.e tnay. cenclndtf, 
t^^f^as Virtue^ is the nvofl.wordiy Aiwi'of-«)i vateable' 
i^ining,^4^.,thc JP^f^and.AfiUyi^^ thc^ 
i%p4 fAnvfer^ Md nioving fhc:H^is^«of Man to-'* 
in|ia|ds i;, .in i£>verf ign Maiiiner^.muft* be al lowM to ^ 

li$ (fas aipft.a«lk4l b^^bnitliw^ « 

^ - 



cMe^Vth<^QiftiidMtM of Vi^i^^^dddiig uid 1^ 
tiMfHf inii<»^tetwfct flw<rj tilt 0i>ftleH!tlMt»4^^ 

rials. iHMilif9;i^^ 

no other Beatfir> tlM tkat titiol^ livM a^etf 

0« dft)K>ikftrraigii(be laineii«In£^ JB^^ which bi^ 
wails the Weakneft of Mankind, and rhe Wrrtchci- 
of thAWoiH ^ieh giTM-Tein ta tht Ai!hc»of 
onK 4fad Frmdiy amV atourns clie LoTiof am agreea- 
Mtan^fittthfolGonlbfft ft Ov4oet l^ri^picyvokeyour 
Anger for £)paring no Vice or FoHy in Priend or Poe^- 
illir a^«rleamolFt>lb it mftlKc a Mift kngh). and^ 
hftCfrVifie |..ft»dihfr£iiditliaeili^iil^wa3r6 
fhMn beisg kue^U^t himlelf, is toarmid the Folff 
10 makes others ridiculous. Satjr^ in a pleai&n^Man* 
kti ut.ftel kow naajF HeadUcha^ and orher 
Paint a Life dixe^led t^Pa&ons brings iu tOb Qa ii 
it; provokes youv Spleen r Tilis indeed ow 

wvetcbed if4t)r««n^#i9 and^5iM^«^ havebtt^too ' 
jaftiy made pdipus in,tha Nauon*. Bitt this is th<fe- 
9 .fbr i^W^ is in it f«)f an IiniwioR of thr 
;foipo)OA Efvoirsy and^HniBoilrs of ^i^tfr£(^^ 



TW^fiioHfhr^ Aa^Y 0fi9^^t tit. d» 

Mft Ik J Mt aw»» as r«l»t: Jt^j^ a«d^ ta .^Hk^ 

eir tlit!B»lb«»iQP:'Qf Vi«ty wtt want gMut Fott 
t^^ftt. otff tlte BQStuf kft or^tMt* Nor tfJitfft> tlie 

isAo Mm Jiving, but the Fdm and Oowts^ tln6 ; 
i;vilk iMiii MfiQiMy ibcaier.ftftiduft <3iayiaAtKi phj^ 
tlttb FMds tof! /ivifltts then iiij tfaiirtilie Sfaee 
PHftifhtnmry thoiigh!perhiips.he Afeft iMft that4ht hlvr* 
felf dances the fiime Mooi/uie;: and yet to^cfMr 
thin BUadsttil and his owm Faults,, norhittg<ccHitfi** 
Iftitts moce, thn» thtfe hia-owa AdbnsinpMftassd^ 
iMSMBiytU)]* aad . KMliotlfBtJ^ lb due thei jut and? 
ri^t Uft dfCHmfjiy ea% tith^afc^hftGOttdsnm^bii^ 
ndMiiV 

But if €i«m4^ b« tlMM^ jdM0Qntf^ 2lM»gmif>.is.m 
ac0(t fo,^ and ckfe sves jonr Anger JtwfljLlsfs*^ ^^>vtfMifj^^ 
opfns th« gmitflr .WQiiJuhy and diii»va»jhrUm» 
thfttAvt hidck«<i)]^Ti£biM. That mafcm Kings Aar to. 
bt: Tjrfants,. and^TpaMU difcovcc! o^en^ thtav Ty* t 
twMBil lmVmtkQm% Tha^bj^AUriogup Kasr/and^i 
Cmt'ifim^^m^A^JtniQiutMi^ and 
OA Mihat YMak FoMndadLotti tht gildadv Baiam of 
lytnctt ate livite< . 

7>4Kfi^i«d«t4 wft»^«f «M call'd the Mum.tf iSmgfj. 
hi^ by owt J^iodkxn Muugtmeat is become the Con* 
tempt of the f^mu The loplb^^ eicellent of onr 
Poets iifethar^ ^Thichrfcent ftimcthing of thi» 
Kuul, is Sbakefpw^ bnt-howiar ihort does he fiiU of^ 
the* wm Xte>UK^^ £iKeUence of TV^e^^? The 
hj#toiUM/ca«s». if to the^Painting of thie Mana«rs^. 
in . he^ is mljp .adinusahle. fnauttinies, . r ho> h« 
cftuiMik. 4^ hd fctws the jayr iiiryiifehh in hi* 



4jf JbtC^lhei^mcfvfiF^fntT^ 

be whi^ly igncannk: o£ that Mitttri "ftmtlmt aD> 

2!^|-wri)^ki of his Timey to have* ia)ftm£bed i&ch-a^ * 
capacious Genius zsSbahfptatJ iUy^ hefeemrcoiL-i 
demnM out of his own'Tilouth; iib hir Hift<^kakl ^ 
Plays he is; convikced.of ^the Abfnrdit)^ of nooidias^ 
firom Place to Place/, (^hringing in the Aftions 
the wJiole JEive» of his Piiifces; or HeroiR^ a^dr of • 
rej)irefentiBg the fiatdes of. his ^Wamoys'on the Scage,. 
asid £b fiiialdagainftfhirown CohMeACe. ^ Bat! pay-- 
i^ all the juil: Deference fire can, to this great Gc-^ 
nij»s, without forfaking Truth, we muib confei^^- 
that his original,, and infeidor Sufinefs of zPUytf: 
{kok themor&excellent Duties of his^afliimM<€han/«'t 
^er of a^Poer* : ilfritej^feeins toA tiavei>«en hi^ Ai» 
nioitt than Jtepistat|oA,. and therefeife^he'ms laiwaf sr 
in a Hurry, and gave not himfelf Time to%vejf^ thei 
Jfiibiefs of^av D^Qt^ny bttt only c6n6detVl tiow to 
iatisfy the molt unjudging Audience that ever •vvasin't 
the World, the meaneft pf the -Ptopl^, fKb voyi 
CfMiflf, who then fiJPd the Theatres, and brcMight 
the;Profit.tathe A€h9r^. '^Tisfaid, that he wrote his* 
MnrjtiWhesiof Hix^r^in^a^ Fortnight^ wM^h' 4^ OMi 
cif4 thp: b6fl'Be£gii8 he hftsif except ishe^Ten^fiW^* 
was bjs hi&Dhii^Ut ofuht!>Manitei^^9^gii<»f^n ^opularr > 
with his Audience, and he thought if tikne thrdi^iii 
2my3if \o jftud-y Kegiiliiilryiand' Order,' "When <i|iy9jPOiii* 
fusM Stuff that came inw hi« Head, wouM do^hi»« 
fiufin^, and liil his Houfe; And fo by his Writing, » 
and his 4£btj|g, he got« very considerable l^ta^e^ £br^ 
thofea'imes^ and his Station of Ldf^ " — -'i 
.]Rhiyi4g i^ieed began in this Katiiln,< and p«^apft« 
ifi.^nioili&i Murff€^ on the £eviwl of Learni^^^lmi^ 
tkA *G««/«Vi«»o»«?<?5- -^it^' the itoweft, ahd >Ver3ri 
XUi^. a£xhc£o«¥l»^4aidio iol^^-b3^2>i^e»t0^i^ 



l^e iMftete A i t of Fob t k 6$ 

6f the better SorfjWiio iti Eh^iafii only, took with 
the Abfuidities pf the original Followers of this ^rt, 
ii^ithout diflrovering aiiy betfer Tafte^ or ynderllaar 
d^gy f hail the loW Mob, \vh6 firft were entertaiix^cji 
hy Hie Stage: It is^ to oiir Shanie be it flpoken, v^Jtjf 
bbf5fhrable, that otir Bn>ij3& Statefm^^ the only of 
any Nation that pretends to fcsme Degree of ^olXt^- 
ncfs, who never yet thought the' Theatre worthy 
their Care and InfpeftiDn, hut have tdo ffequemly j 
left it in the abandonM Haiids of Men as eminent 
for their Ignorance 'erf Aft, ^as fot ;their Irri^IigioJj 
andDevodLbn to their imhxediate tntereft aibnjr. ' .. „ 

This « the Reaibn that we fiiid ito frich of 
thisadnjirable Poem of TV-^jV^^, is the Accounts ©jf 
the Ancients give tis. * ' , , . , ' 

How much^i^edfj then mov^d,' we find among 
many other fnftances from Hutarcby in the Cift. of 
the abominable ^f*««<f«', Tyrant or^itrta ; for Tra- 
gedy drew" Tear|firomhi$iyes, and Cdmpallioii,.ffom 
his Hearty ''^Of without Pfty, had tutcherM fo mar 
hy of his Citizens, and he who fWam, as I toay fay^ 
in- homaxi Gore, could not re'ftft the ihovlag Force 
of Tiagedy ; »br yet jdeld to the ft«reet EjnotLon^ 
left he ihotdd go out gf^tie Theatre a private Ma 
who emer^ it a lyran?; and the ye^y Player that ' 
tOttchM him in fb ihifible a Manned, eicapM Death 
by ' the Ifemains of th?it Pity he had raiW in a Breaft 
that-was i5 ufiaicjqnainted wM it* Bestmy/ Aiid' if 
it prpdoc'd no fkrdier Good in h^, it waV betaid^ 
he-^vithdfw'himflblij^h^^ fled out 6f the' Theatre 
fifoitt that fwW' Viokh<itf that had like to J^a^e be-: 
t»yM hitoi to Virtne aatd Hilton 

It irAoV, thereibre, rr42;e^, that the Declstimers! 
a^dnft the Stagel ndillJte, finctr C^fiter himfelf Ythe^ 
mbft blind and violent Scoutge of the Plays,^ fiiic^. 
th^ Time of^Wiliadtifym^ iilowsit^obe the Aibft^ 
liftfiif Thing* that the Wit 'c? Man can invent, *i(br / 
^ fioiiiiM^^¥iittie, and Cifcotira^^dient'^^ 



Vice ; hot the modem.AMA< ^ w^clli Of^bt 
tii4eed to be reibrm^d. 

it then the X^Hc^^crt^f^ th»t diij^e^ th^ iT^ G^e^ 
mics to this An? T)i;^ whA$;hi9 wMhits wdl tofif^ 
Lyre, a]i4. h»rnioi4Qt^$ VoiCir^ giveslKr^^ 
iMis Deeds, and is the R^wr^id of Adive Virtue j 
Tli^ delivers ]^SQr»I.PreQei^fi>,and.n^inil^mUkim? 
That fometlines raifes xti Voice to tke Height «f the 
Heavens, in imgiog th^ Pyaifetof chHrimmor^^ 
The HM^4fi4»i, iu a]} their. FeftivatM^etingfj hwre 
SoAjp of their AA^lcAQrs Vj^oiur, .a» one of thCf chief 
Incitements to (;Q^f?4(^ Song^ oi; tbis-Kwrtf >^cre 
made and fung^by^all the i^ w» Jii4mi iA whiph rhe 
Jufty Men^toW wha^ thejf did,, thf pld Nto .what 
they had done, and the young, gf QWAng tp A&X^ 
on, whaf they. would do. . . 

There IS npihiiig^ remain? tc^ he i^^ok^ to^ X tbinlCr 
hiatthe i^V, or ^<roK Poftry^ ag^lnft the AXt^s^. of 
its Epeinfes, fcyrrviho dw fp^aJt aewft"th^-wb*<* 
tew 44fimtSy,Q^n^ 45iM4«,ra^the ^K^^^.f«^r i(9 C)^&mf 
fionsf A Pom that 4wJ»Pt»onlyt^b,twi l«H^ 
a Tjruth, bMtica^hesand nX9Vjef,u».t9.th<i}i9eft.bigbi 
and ex;;e]|enc Ttuth ; ^ th%jt^ ntakes l|/I^nai)^ap aj|4 
TuiUire Jhms. tbraiii^ .4«^Mift^ of qof cWr,. and die 
Cloud;^ of Ojut De£4»:|^ And.£n^ Siur4U$^ b?<ie|t U.-air 

Maxifn> that ibi^f teaches wtot hoiiQWiLbk^ 
a4\d wb^t is.ufefi4 or Bfp&t«i)l^,l^«»(tbft<vfiN|^f^ 
or (^if^irtfr, thatis^ inqi^e^fQ^j^^ 

Sbicae.theiefoie.Afn^ V Uiermpft)9U94e«t>qC.a]LMr 
n»ivLe9|rnin|(| and l%.|iA«Q0mp tak^ thrill 
Rife and Beginning fxAm tbif ^ fi««^ i^M (9^ UQI^^ 
&J1, tbat.n« . le^n«i an4 j^U^ £(900^. rr^ de(pi^ 
it ; and.chat tbm i« Ojd.KatiM fi^. Iw^fMBViiHi Hi to M 
emiieiy wiAoitf, iu iin<3a4)p^.dif-jCr|wfiMn wd^ tb» 
SeMmVvfi »vtn4ufA( diifiimSiJMi^^tQriti/fi 
Hither, ixx^JHmii^^^ 
«^%is 9riL Xbf Alt ifi^ «M»Mt qiPliMI»IMH6 

. ^ ' that 



(hat J»«Yib SiucMK irt Bfie^ are £> giood, afrfMHI onljc 
to teach tif Qppdnef% l>¥it to giy< m I>iU^f in tM 
l/mnii^r of it^ fincc tbV iPoet ^fh tM M0f94]PlH« 
jf>jR>libfr aa^tbeLHiftoriaa v finc*^ tif,jfely Jcripnwtt 
barc^ok Paxts. of th^m l^c^/^;; aj^ 
QOjrjlayjour cr^rV^ b;?ft]r¥QH<;hf|i^^ tbffFloif^r 
tr^ 1^7^ tbie: ivA tiff of Dwiig^t fiispt mit 
QsUy.ia thf (?«««rVi\ in sJl ¥f Paffv mm^/yr 

jqfi^y fW . tbf Xa^r^I Crp^ra due u^thc^ifhm 990W$ 
doei o^- aU Maimer, of im^i UPh UkiA&iQSbf 

■ . . ' . r • ■ ' . / 

But to co^^e^tel ili^e^ nu?ft jLinpoi9i9mt)bpi4lmf tf> 

there are many more fruitful .^^a^A A/«itf^;^rt^ 
Qi^r Kapwledge^aM App}icario% ^tji^m^^ ofil^t*- 
tyqiE. 4kec««f((|f, Tbatitis theilNI^C^^ ^iif^ 
'JSvat ic IS ^rNwfi^^uff^ iale^iixg utyvirh 40^y 
Be^|il^t,pej6<^s} amwifi^iwith b««jj^r«iili(flW» 
^a^j^ii|i4sa9^JUu:Uiif^t4o«^^^ Ite ^wUeHrfin 

(9MiHffifi^t)i^bfA^^^ 

ai^AOf teUM aiiiieib ill 

ir»iilM>J^ hmt^Mgf wii ^ Coaftqtttace^ the moft 
kxih^ i fhlSkiv iUf>«nd«ill^.fb»ft<tte Pottairtlwrikaft 

ItallPVMiMi hiJ^lmdly thA-IWr. a£r^ 
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B>tff, fkira tlie firft Opening of KisTOetn, invoices hli 
Mafe'to ihfpi^e him with a good Inyetttipny not en- 
d«ai>^ciariug to teil jron, What is, or is not, bat whit 
IKim^, &r 'fliiuVl not be:* And therefore,* tho* hit 
Mimtioti c6nfift *iri*thirigi"n6t truei^ Paft 5 yet. 
canfe^h<?do« itbt tejl theih as rtut, he caiiwitft lui 
M*nn^ juftice be faid to ite: , For tjr that Utile: 
we Aiiift - fij^i- that Niir/j4Jr tiffM Dimi a Ijrf. ' Tliii^ 
eenaiifljr, there Is ho Man fo fooHflily fhipid, as to 
accofe ^op of ijwffj, in his-Tkfes drthe Bealts, feird^ 
andthevUJte. • As-fbr theJUew ttfiiig partintferNaine^ 
to make their Karrarions look like Truth, it contain! 
no snore of -tallhood^' than -the^Iii^m il^e 
KaRie»of fohn a Miiki, attd -^m k StikSy'^HtKX^ty 
aife putting their Ci/lr. ' \* • -"^^ / 

The r/;W Obje^ion is^ HdW arath -it abufer, or 
deblnche» Mens Wit, inveigling them to Wnntonnefs,^ 
kwk hiftful 'Am9idfS'j fo^ that is, the pvinbipal, - if not 
ptfly Mufg^ that I can find infifted on, with any 
ShewoF^f'ad. That Poetry has Beeni^bbMi' » not 
to.be deny>a, we have dailjj^frtfe Iiifllrtces^oriSIri* 
the Srn^/ffsf of the Times ^ biit certainly, aar has-be^ri 
Ci^^d, the^uftbf a^Thin^^ is by no M^^^^^^^t^^ 
gnmienitagainit the Ufk ; ilay^ tlie more bap^iPlt ii 
by itsnj^ andjufi Vft of doing Good: And tluLs, in» 
fiead of leiTeniiig the Mem of P6etry, exalts it. ¥oa 
may kill your Father with a Sword,- and yet witba 
Sword yqu^may'drfend your Prince aiid Coiinftryw ^' 
: They add fothtf^^ liMit before P^tsivmie^lliElleeili) 
onrKatioa: Ivad fet their Heaftst ktKlt DHtght^ ti^ni 
A&ioii, and «ot npon^ Imagriiiarioni ^fhk}^j^ii^ 
Things worthy to be ^writtett^ t^an Hvittih^ thiiif^ 
iit to b^ done; 'Bat when, that Time W8,t we taimot 
^£ly gtteisy ii&oe We have; iio-> Memoirs of thiil^ fil 
a^ncient, ifliijCh are not prtreded by Poetry. ^ Bnt ti^ 
thi&.be ievellU agadnfi;PDeny iii the ¥rol4^' jfttt ^ft 
ihotagaijiit^al)'2i&unciSaf I^rAltfg, «lld lUHMdijIfttfr 

^ oidi- 
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of a feirio'** Answer ; «fbrpf all Leariuug, Poetry^ is 
the l^it liable to tlie Subibu^cer of xkt ObjoGkkiii^ 
Jince it ^as been the oonilant Coxapziiion of 
Amies ABdjap!^ ia/piriag and laiimg out 
^axlilce, Anceilqrs to Martial ^JDeeds. Htmpt, . ileu* 
rifliM befdjw Crwf: flp^riiii>4, . frpm , hiia.^eir 
Men of Action derived their Notj^ons^pf C^auirsige^ 
•as their ieani(edMeai;^|d i^xi^i^ -j^ 
Epmi^^ my ferye for ajj, .^Oj^in^^it^ttJ^pp^ 
,on^ took. w^th is^ita^ ^sL^^•a^^y. read Min.^ 
aiiimatftlusyalour.' ^ • 7. j c , ' 

But lidto bi^^ihM th,^PjocfsJu^ 
this has been fpoken to, yet I Ciua^tpais. it oyer. I 
confeis, diat I haye a greater Efle^in f^t jEUn^ jthaii 
for all the reft of the'Philofopheirs; and fQr.|liis very 
Juaiop, th^ mo^ a Pptt'of aiijr. Qf,,th^m. 

Bu^.topsifsQ^'all^ t|i(5.Phir 
Joib^^ers'.afford,^ aii^ JS^o'in pactifaar 

lar ; give inf^ l^^y^. ^f? x'^f .^mii^ftiM^d^ 

jBlaf bamlh>d tie P^^^ truly out pf tliat, .i|i * 

wliich he aJloVdV Community of .Womfni' and the 
loofeil SK>ngs woiUd^be .0^ PetrinMixt^ whe^^ sl 
Man, hy X^W| .^nisKl^ ^i^?^ )^P^u^^« -pleated. 
Bin, |n' il^rt,^^?i!^V:t>a^^ thf^i^ t^e .Abufe; 
thatos^ ficMT :&(in^ the WoTjld 4u an4r(erronfpus 
i^Qtion of thV^Wi ^^f^^:^'^^^ 
that Uiifppftfift ^|^(mfe\'J^^ not 
have' the Youths depny^d byjucjh' Opinions. But to 
this it may be moll Jiiftly anfwered, Th^t the Po^ 
did not. introduce thefejppinion^ but only ixnitated 
thofe whic^ "vvere . silrc^dy i^t|oduced and fettled 
among them.. >Tis,. known. §rom the 6ref^ Hiftoryj 
tiiat thft very iu/igwa. of that Time was biulc on. m^i* 
ny, and o;^a^y faihibiiM Obds, a^d this.ndt taught 
by. the Pocts,^ hut imitated after Uieir ^nner. And 
yet, you may read in ilut4fch^ of Ifis^ 0[m$^ and 
pthe^J. The Poets perhaps followed aipcrftitioully, 
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in tf41t 4>etter, «l<n tW PHilofbpheh, f^ho by tKfc 

iBtip^yfUfimi, intH)dtte«d AthdiM. But tUh hihi* 
Mf thdiilghill "hiLtfe to WHty^ in hh imr 
^mgoc 6f m.' He !ttlnA^lffellt eifat it ii ah a^^l 
^mdmn dPJAviatVdtct £A^/1^qraii4 ana 

^ ^ If Pat^ 'ftlut t»aMi»[4l iff ^ 1Hrd|»hii <^ 

iMiVe'fhe %t^t^ thit iK^fe & th« Vo^ld : 
jUimmuhrH. C£fkr\ SM»^i tHeilMM 
ihitMm^^titmi^mfnjhe^ «nd it^fted!r%^«iiir^ tii his 

ftfPa 1^"^ Waleft ttfil^iu tint 

ISt^r It, 6iit to1)cl>6tfrs; aitfl ih Wiiie* n«irer to 

^eh eCrdtM^ a« -iHim inS iMfeft^t iatnoOs 
l>Meti^^^tid^dchWs^ Ihxky MHiMh^f aad rite 
Iffc*; i»^\#^'iot^lHy^*«t^hdttttPa»et^ But Ach 
3Wa^%i'tfre Art, *s'*fhVtta<* fflitfltioittsi^^Ott^ 
a^at WBii^ J»Wj#f«^^ rdfti^^^e-ight in Ir, i 
*ffta5t:^tO' b<?IicVev*r if had fitie Jfi<tfeiUi>l, 1 d6 
not ooubt btit We fliduld hare '^^JA irifc; flncfe 
^ithoiitany Bnctitttat^einenir. itre Httd a Sjptfi^ aitd & 
mkm, ThelLekfofi iVe iitive tttit ftttft6t% is^lntcattft 
Ive havtf ixot h^d id^yAi^aiidm^ iki^ %hf 
C^tJUtSy "Sitiy Adridns : for tho^ ^ iistVe hid itftiny 
grtit Cabins and Cdiwittesrort;' jr^t^hiiy ha:Ve beeA 

theihdfelVei; *nd to be * Ktrtttt, tfttjtf hiuft.be a 
Litfgend^ of dottf nbt irary cdntfiddn Itt the Herpes 
of bttrimJdiBni'fixiiW. „ . - 

' ^ The 



of 'te- for«»'tlite Wd^titrthc^^^ 
tlit'^Mfoil'lS^yel, tb ^fiie it acxiojrding to iti Me^ 
lit; nor can «mr^ane cpnfider. in what Maiiter the 
>«it IH^ ef- haive -alKAed with it. 

i^iaitet <MM?(4jig: a iiolir^ Itjia of It. In fhbtt. 
Jhsf^ffh^t^mdRyit^ for the ferA^ 

ffik^Wo^i»Aer!Arb is bolmdk(!^ idib^df t^detry hstsndi 
XilBilts^itfhd'tti Be di(^it In in a "M&n itxm know; 
a(IiSi6ftai]Ffh£aeslnlffktttre. ^ 

He ifiBi^ htvt'a Oittits ^xhadtdiiitirjr, great natu- 
ral Gifis, a Jtift, fnd^lili pexretnitit% folid, I 
timrerfiif^ ate XHmHamAmg doui and Hmnd^ on | 
Imagiiution neat and oleafuity, and an Elevation 6f ' 
8Mil tl»e dep^^ Vib^ on Art^And'Sroi^) ind which 
h ^ftat^ ^di^ft'heihfbinM by 

a fiveljr Stttfe and^racity, a^ g/feat Jiidgmerit to eon- 
fito wiKfy Vtlfitigff, -aiid a tivdinefs to ext;«ft 
thetn ^i\tt Onct and Mattdindt which gives 
tWlitt'^^tlJ^ Bttt aif J^td^tnenr Vi^houf Wit^ l5 cold 
and heavy, fo'lJI^.^itaoIrr iTldgmeiit^ i« blind 4rid , 
ei tri v ats * m? or, as the jrrtfeiit l)tike of j 
hasit iahii l|^ o« Jwj. ' 

i^iittirXkflfneft <i>ft*i^t*e'F^^ 
^9 wiri&<n«r jti%rir(^r| Fancy - 
And fAdgmm%as'a'haiiniUfsij^^ ' 
l^br only in tht Choice of Words, or Senle ; 
jftcr >^orId wd llifanx^rs, 4^4 Men; . 
TAirnj rs Bkt tha feathntf ihi Weif: 
ftczCoii is timt fuhfikktal, i^^^^ 

Ihuj, Ilioje, Madam, lhare mude it out, thke 
aelrh'er niytrnatfrffcindiflg, Seiife, or Religion, are 
in Dangwr, by ihy fiivour to the Mufcs ; fince the 
End of Fotfry is the Praifc of God and ViAue, 
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^vlbiph it teaches in the. moH pleaiing and ; ^iig^gbig 
Manner, of any Science ^wi^f^P^^fr^ .^nd ilncie i% 
ius been proteifted and pxopioted hj the Wfeil^ Sc$^es| 
^nd Statesmen! and the gr^t^ft Priaees aad Com* 
manden, . . . ^ ; 

Whcii LaudoHhii'tlivis made an End : This is Aich 
a Face of Poem X^^rEj^tUa) ^^^^^ 
a|i|dfa.oF.whicA f^p lB^y cfm^ evjerform fsooi wiiaft 

daily receive' , 1^ ^it .Kind Apfu < our fipft 
Wits^ yvbp pnjjr ^djGd us ait t^o^l .a g^e ;£|iimIe;.oi( 
<wo ill a Poem^ ViAbothnffiV^Fjye an^. fpine* 
times a Corre^^fs .of if^j^^'^j W^^^^ ^<K.a^s. the 
higliefc of their* Ambim)^ % and : the Perfed^ioi) hy 

fbirniance. • ^-:V. ..V !■■ \ 

How caine th^nolJie.^^^ to , to degenerate) ; to be 
to yaftlyi^a^tt«fd,fir(^ ;p^ifa$ ia/j^s Orlginja 

AppfV^^nce/j^n ,t^e,^^ EUpeiplJy when thofe 
grear^^ii,. j ty)^ jp^ imp ^flfteenj^ ^ have 

left,!iuph gioa^ 'tScaippl^ WhiiiS .th^rfpr their^ 
Succeilon to ipllow,, at -1^341 to fair is not to l9re Sig^t 
of the P.erfe£Vions nectary to a jPpet^ > 

Alas . ( fiid I ) the ,Qiufe has been, in fome mea- 
iiure already bbferv^d, "but lixjp€^ a fa^thjsr biftjuifitipn; 
of it may compleat the Hiftoiy of this Aric down to' 
our Times, with vtlje Pfr^flioii^ Pf .the Company, I 
will endeavour ^to^giv^' tKe Ueft ^ccoun^ t can of ir, 
from themoU judicious, who Have tojuch^d upon this 

subje^a. . ■ ': .. ; 

I bcjiev^. 'that t4udon has agreeably to Tnith zni 
JuftiCe already ' ftx}i the <$«lgin o f teetry to be of a 
much more anqjlj^ij^t^Date) ihaji , that .of jiny other Art 
or Learning ; to which '^tma^^^ £^etry ^in, 

many, 'if not moft i^ations, preceedeci the Kilowledge 
and,Ufe of Letters : ,At lesjft it, is certaii^ that on the 
Arrival of the Spaniardi in A'meuMj ' they rnet witb^ 
and tranfkteid many Pieces oi^Qetry made by the Na. 
tivcs before they had any Letters among them. We 

may 



Tfce ContfUte A k t if P6 b tSr r'/ 75 

may reafonabry fcieliev^!-,tlie ,ikmt ,oi tii^^ i^ 
Gr^ciamy and Gtrmanf to the laft^ of wiikh T4c^^ 
allows no cither Ann^ils,; and Record ofThjuig?, but 
what were in yerfe. But tho* we cannot cqoie at 
the Time when Ib^^ijf biegan eveii iji Grw* j y^tjiiv^ 
ipeaks it as a thing known in his Time, that 
fii/«.was the Aft who writ iu, Pfo(e i^ Xht Gnei 
Tongue, and he Jiy?d abput the Time of f^wV, where-* 
IS Homer J and ^f/fo« , livM , fome fjimd red* ^f Years 
before that Age, and Orflmu^ JLimSy Maftus^ fome 
Hundreds of Years /xfore them^ Solon and ^y^hagoraSf 
we are affurM, writ all in Verfe, and they were j^bme* 
thing elder than Cj/ms ; and before them were Arcbi* 
lochuSj Simornday Tynausy Safffipy SteJicorus^ [^n<i ft? 
veral ^ther Poets fonous in their? Tim <;s. The fame 
is reported of the CTmA/w;!*, Syrians^ and Chinefe. And, 
to come nearer our felves, among the Wefietn Ooths 
( our Anceftors') the Po«tr> feems to have be^n 

as old as their l^etters ; and that their La.m^ Mor^ 
Prff#^/, Records, Religious. Ritcs^ Charms and In- 
cantations wjere all in Verfe. 

The Book of fo^^ .whether a Tranflarioi> oiit of rbe 
Ctyaliean Tongiie or noc,^ the . learned Jlf^ve, allpw'4i t^ 
be the moft ancient Writing ampng xht^ Iftlrem ; an4 
Ithinlc it is not contrpyerted, but that it; was writ- 
ten Originally in Verle^ aiVd was a jPpem upoiv.the 
Subject of the Juftice and Po\Ye.r of Qo4, in Vindi*- 
pirion of his Providence againi^ th^ comnioil; ArgU:* 
ments of Atheiftical Men. . . The Spanijh Tranflau^a 
of it bythe^wi ofFerrard^ which .pretends to ren- 
der theHthtw (^% $'ixWiUiamTmPh |^ll$ us) Vord 
for Word, gives ns the iwq firft Chapters, and jche 
laft fi-om the Seventh Verfe, in Profe, as an Hiitorit:;^! 
Introdu^on, and Conclulion 4»f the Work^ and" all 
the in Verfe, except the Tranflatioos frojli oiie 
Part or Pcrfon , ,of tius Sacred Dialogue 10 ano- 
ther. ' . .■ II 

D The 
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' Tt^e j^k of Gmifi la^ been Is^tdy difcoverM bv 
hirht^ ^enehma^i to be written' iii Verft, wiHd| 
with^ the Sdng of J^ofiii^ af^r jbaffin^ tiie Ite/f-^^^i^ 
imuft bie of the next A;iti.qttiw to /bfc, 
' I cahnH here omit Sir mHuim ©ifi^rt Reflexion 

the Precedence of Poetry to frofe^ m the Uikge 
^nJdnd. 

It may ft^m fteitfie, I' c6nfys ( l^iys he )' upojj 
the iirft Thougbt^ that a ftjct of Stile (b r^guar^ 
and fo difficult, fiipuM have grown InU^ be^rf 
the other fo eaneand lb loo^Te, But if weconfider 
vhat the firft End* of Writing was, it, wi^l appear 
l^robable from Reafonj as well as E^perlpnce ; for the 
true aiid general End was but the help ofl^emoiy, 
in preferring that of Words and A^jlons, wjiich 
yrouM otherwife have been loft, and foon vaniih 
mway with the trahfitoiy Pailages of Human Breath 
and Life. Before the DHcpurfes and Difputes of th^ 
Phiiofophers began to bufie or amufe the Qrrd^t 
Wits, there was nothing written in Profe, but eithejr 
Laws, fome fliort* Saying of wife Men, or fome 
Riddles, Parables, or Fawes, wherein were couched, 
by the Ancientfj many Strains of natural and n)pra| 
.Wifdom and Knowledge ; and befides tbefe, fome 
Ihort Memorials of Perfons, Aflions, and oflTimesr 
Now *tis obvious ienough to conceive, how much 
ca£«r alt (Uch Writings ihonM be IcarnM,, and remem- 
bered in Verft, than in l>rofe, not only by.thie Plea- 
ittre of Mtafiues, anil of 3ehfes, which gxves' a great 
IiBpf«flioti^ t6 the Memory ^ but by the Or?ler of Feet, 
vrhich tnakes a great Facility of tracing o>ie Word 
after ailHothcr, by knowing what fort of Foot or 
Quantify, nmft nteeflarily Have prececded or fbUovKM 
the Woids we retain and deiire to jnake up. 

TbU «nade Poetry (continues Sir mtiiam J fo 
fieceilary before Letters were invented, 'and fb *cou* 
^ratienr aferwarclsj and Ihews that: the great Ho- 
^oUTi and great f^ei^ueft wherej^n it has always been, 
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Hai^ im' poc^tA only" Mm dic^ Pt^afhx»vaadt DkN 
"hghty bnt IUi«wifti firom the Ulefulaefsia&d PmiU; 

' This is a vie^ gdocP Realba \v*liy thofe wfho ftrft 
kpffy^i^ i^iafk*ire§ to iMariunjg) flxauld nokciCSioiee 
of a Sdk- dbttilfi^ NiH»bf and- exaited by Mfe- 
lody I bat itf btriayi j!bli^7/MM^s»Opinuin to U^^^ di9f # 
Vetft ^ was-efTeilthit? doeriyy^ or tl^t: what iV eiCb a 
'ms Pdietry. £r0h(4ft^ fiemsi o£ the :fiuTie Q^if 

nion in the beginning of his Difcpurfe on the 
<u»e \il$I»ftimiibn^ of - Soeiije 4 Ibor hivic^kfinng 
H^^eot^ ht^niaktf»> 'Pbdt a fmneth jiig aokb mj^^ 
Beikig than a. V^erflfUr, aii<} Bsecry |o be Y^-difftr 
rent' fi^ il]««r' Viarfiiicaaon. 

flir H^ilian^ on the other fide^ is fo fixe ia this 
d{>iMi»t,^ tlitft oneof the Gaufes of ' the Decagr jind De« 
c]«flfiidn^bf Poitty is a^gxisd^^ l^y him td bd £|fV ti^ 
tlrtlifliting^Poetry into Profey cloathing it ii^ . thof^ 
loof^^ Rcfbes) or cok»mon V^eils, that dii^sH ai|4 
cD^r^ the, tru^ Beauty oif its^ Features, and Bxa^ 
.n«fs of its Shape; This (continues the Knigkt); was 
d&n^^ firf! in Gi^ik> Uy The next Siiccefliqn af 

P^oetry in Vnod fttn^s to have been in the Mthfhm 
TiiiU$^ wkitfh^^ej^e a^fom of little Paflxnal Romajioefl ; 
anid though: much in RecpieildnlOId Gr^ce andRoifi<» 
yet we have no Examples, thiiti know of rhtUH) un* 
left it Wthe i;o^iv Btj?«r4if4, which givesa Taft«5.of 
lUe^grea;t Delicacy ami Pleafuvey tha^ was found 
generally in thofe fows of Talcs, The laft kind of 
Poetry^ in Pr^fe (continues iie) is that,, which in 
later Ages hat over-inin the World under the Name 
of Jtom antes which tho> it feem modern, and a 
Produd^ion of thtG^bic Gtmus*^ yet the Writing is 
ancient/' The Remainders' of Hemnius Arbker ieemk 
to be of this Kind, and, that which Lucidit calls hi^ 
Tmt i^ft^ry : But the m oft ancient that palles by ibe 
Nam«y is fle/is<sf4ir«r, famous for the Author^s chufing 
Kx lole hi^ Bllbopricp rather , than dLCo\\4\ \\vs.^V^\ 

Da. " ' 0I 
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of his Wit. The true Spirit or' Vein «f Ancient 
Poetry in this Xind, feems to ihifie moft in Sir JP/if- 
/f^ 5m^7, whom I efteem (fays Sir WliHamJ both the 
greatefl Poet, and the ndblefl Genius, of any that have 
I left Writings behind then, and publiihM in ours, or 
: any other modern Language. A Perfbn bom<apab]e^ 
' onlyx>f forming the greateft Ideas, but of leaving 
the nobkft Examples, if the length of his Life! had 
been equal to the Excellence, of his Wit and fais Vir* 
tues. ' ■ • ■ 

.. Allowing the jnft Encomium he gives . Sir Mi/f/», 
I muft difTent from him in his Opinion of the Caufe 
of the Pecay of Poetry j and I would rather efteem 
the Growth of Veriificators and their Multiplicity are 
( the Caufe of their Negledl and Contempt. This Art, 
in its firft Appearance in the WorJd, .was exercisM 
t>nly by the Knowing, and Men of as^reat Judgment 
Genius ; but in Procefs of Time every one attempt^ 
ed Verfifioition, and by^ that endeavourM to pafs for 
Poets; but when MenTound nothing great and 
touching in their Verfes, nothing that penetrated the 
Soul^ and fatisfyM the Underihinding ; when all 
«ras reiblvM into Numbers, and peailiarity of Phrafe, 
that lively Pleafure, which true Poetry gave, ceafog, 
the Admiration of Mankind alfo had an End, and 
that being no more, Efteem Coon vaniA^ed. . - 

I know very well that CerrartL y^ffius ftrives hard 
^%^^l\f!t Anft^tlcy and other great Men of Antiquity, 
that the Name of Maker or jP»#^ wa$ given to Au- 
thors from their writing in Vcrfe, and not from 
their framing a Defign, and forming a Fable ; that 
is not from Imxation, bur Numbers ; yet at the End 
' of his Conftitution he feems to recant this Opinion, 
and allow that of Artfiotie^ which is grounded oh. 
Reafcn, and the Judgment of a politer Age and Peo- 
ple, than any of the Country and Time of Vo^us. 
Be might as well have pretended that Painters de- 
Jtiv^d fhwM^mt %iid Efteem from Colouring, and 
" not 
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not fteitt the' DeUgning of their Places, againU 
which Jiitrf^ and all Antiquity^ declare. 

Bur I cannot yet difmifs SirWilHam Temfifj 'Who 
elfewhere gives feme better Reafbns of this Decay of 
the. ancient Poetry, at leaft in Jtafy^ Where it floiH 
ii(b>d after it almoft di(appear*d in iGr^ifr. Firft 'the 
zncor'poradng or Confluence of Germans^ Odu/sy Sjf^ 
rians^ Spaniards^ and the like, atltome, which comipt-^- 
ed the Language. Here Sir . WtUUm feems ftill to 
'make Poetry confift in the Di^ion, thaa which no^ 
thing can be farther from Truth ; which has indeed 
nothing to do with the Eflcncc of F^etryy lince that 
^ay be in all Languages. 

I raorc; approve of his afligning the Growth of E* 
pigrams as a Caufe of this Decay among the Rbmatis* 
Martial Aitfom»s^ and orhe^rs (fays he) fell into this 
Vein, and us\\ it indiiBFerently on all Subjefls. Thi» 
Vein of Conctit TeemM proper for (iich Scraps and 
Splinter<i into which Poetry was broJ^en, and was fa 
eagerly followed, as almoft to over-run all that wa» 
ComposM in our modern Languages. The Italians^ 
the Frenehy the Spaniards^ as well M Engiijh^ were foi* 
a great While full of nothing elfe but Conceit. It 
was an Ingredient, that gave a Tafte to Compoiidonr^ 
which had little of themfelves; ^twas a Sauce that 
gave Point 10 Meat that was flat, and fome Lift toJ> 
Colours that were fading. Thus fiat the Knight 
feems to have touchM one Caufe at leaft of theXx>{^ 
of the ancient and true Strain of Poetry. Aiidl 
think he is as much or more in the right in what 
follows. 

Another Vein which entred and helped to corrupt ^ 
our modern Poetry ( fays he) is that of Ridicule^ as if 
nothing pleas d but what made one laugh, which 
yet came from two different Adlions of the Mind. 
For as Men have no Difpofition to laugh at what 
they are moft pleasM with ; fo they are very little 
pleased wish jnan/ Things which they laugh, ati 
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Buit let tbe ExecHUd* he wbat it will, ^ht Xtofigngl 
the Cufiom, the Sxample, w veiy j>ejriurious ta 
B»Mf7, and indeed 9;)] V ime and £^ (^uiLLcjLes 
among Men, isrhieh^iift hfi ind^ djLftyea«uif4 
fiftding how lmj9(^y' «nd iindifUngM^ they Ml 
nnder the Laib of JUijeiy, and this Veia of ndi-^ 
ruling the good, as ^ell »s the had, the .goijkjr and 
^innocent together. 

And in his Bs£t Bf4y he lias a juftUeflefEon on 
ahu Vein of Kidicule. Imjh ( f4ys he J that tU 
ymu tf rtdicmling 40, that it foious mU good^ Ha- 
9«Mr mid Virm^ m well ms LeofnnOg and ^aetry^ may 
haye m worfe Efe^ts on uny Mher Sfote ( tlnm on the 
Spaniih M^n^r^ mmde by <>rv6nices iy his Book of 
Dtm Qpixot.) Tis ^ U€h of mt Agt and Ctinut^e^ 
mnd has oyer-nm both the fiottn mnd the Stige^ emers s 
Hwfe of Lords and Commons as bold/y as a Ufee-Honfe ; 
Debates of Council^ as well as frirate CoKpetfatvm \ and 
I hoTH htown in my Life more than one or two Mmfien 
ff State^ who had rather haye faid a witty tlm^ than 
haye done a wife one^ and madf the Comfany laagh^ ra^, 
Hier than the Kinplom rejeyce, 

. Had Sir William UvM ro fee Men arrive af the &ft 
Foun of Wits by no c^rher Quality, he might iliU 
mote juiUy have deplorM the Lofs of all that mos 
liobleandgreat in Writing, while ^e poor and lam^ 
Vling Amufementa of Bufibons, carrjrM t^e Town 
away from all relifh of any thing ferion^ a^d dogr 
matically di^ed their Bules of ExceUonce conmoF 
fo Truth and Rea&n. 

There is ilLJl a greater Caufe of the Decay of tjsft 
anciiMit Poetry, whidh is the Poets ^tting that 
which inw>d them above the Modesas, that 10 cha 
incorporating their Religion in their iPoems; it wat 
hy this^n^ans that they excelPd the Poteof our Age% 
ftf ia i|piiifr and the jS^temmtTm&n Poea. For the 
Mode^n^ inmoft Parrs of Poetigr, wkitfhdefaid/atfc 
0aiy on ^Ugiooi iiave «ithez exoeliyi or ooma.m^ 
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jy ttWj«afift>^«^ Comedy tihd ttl CofcuetTyi | 

d^mllAf BAl. folfnfin has, tt^^ht to hkVe, the Prefe- ' 
r*ii€?e ItfjteWf^f feha TVrejIipe vind as ftr «s an diiP- 

and innSjLtfls licfiftliWr 'Mltmts is not fkr behiiiS ef2 
Att MMUlfi^ 6* thonfeh it mirft be c6hfeis>d 

thflft^ tailt^ft th?eir Fdriiiaatibii. ; 

Tlt« having fteA the l)ecay and Loft of I^oetrlri 
'♦rtiieli ednfpleated by thfe' Inundation ot the 
f^ntd^Sy H0HHs^ and the other Mtbaroui Na- 
tions thtt*-'jfi*ftk the Empire and Wit ofltofHe in OTit 
cOttiHftin -RttiA, Ifet us examine a little irftt> its ftefhr- 
redtion*, f^ixWi^MfkTmfie giVesusan Account of th6 
MjMwir, frbm when<!fc he derives the Kirmen, 6r P«ets 

the^Mi, who gave to the Modems their Vay of [ 
thiififtg ian Rifr^^; Whi<*, on^he Itevival bf l^oetty 
ih^hli modern Tongues^ imjA^M Ytfelf <Jh all the 
Witters of thd^ 1['im«^, and has A!e\l it {Hf fo in all 
Kttckiiit^ «hat it is to lie feared, it it^irfcatice ever be 
wholly banifhM the Gonfinefe of Poetry. As to th^ 
JMiiiti) llrel^ y<m iLO Sd¥ Wilhdm^ a'nd ^halJ only give 
jrda |. ftoyt Ni^ory ^TPoeQ^, '^oin its Rife in ffnyence^ 
WKimmbmoi^sfylitt felf took het Pattern and Mode 
0f Wjiinbi^. ■ • ^ 

lA th« Beglliiuji^of the Mk Century btrtr tWo,* 
«rlitn People bef^ii to opCfA their Elyes, aiitd look fat 
fficr iiito goodMtmtftre, A«ify had much the Start 
n£ t\it triSt 'Of jam/^ hy the jgentipous Care of the 
Mtdicij by whom, and und^r who(^ I nfkieirce, 'Arifto^ 
|A^ miiti wei4 'ti»ft Wotfght ifHO^e Matids of the 
. amimm^ 9i9A3a%^^^axMfMy ei^goyed ^ Study anfci 
ApfljbCM&ok^of tkvangeiiioiliis.^ TheAw/i^MeA Of 
iJCttefawmbytheiCe Meant 'petfodlin tbetn, Mbr4 
dKy wctc ib noGii as kaovm m this Side the ^ 
#hjych giivr icirem thir R«l^^ on the Trjiii^Mr^^f^ 
flitait 'ili^r^naide 110 Cc«ici«fyce of 'bl«»kiiig the whol^ 

lutaraids a Cajrdinal) &ft tryM his Qexiiut iu a Come- 
D4 
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^y;, 9nd \7as fQJiow^dl)yJK<r0iiBiWf»^ 
who took VUmus and 7Vr/»c;e for their Patterns. 
XfiffttOy RufcalA^ Cymhic^ and ina,hy otkerf, ;w^rif 
Tragedy, in blank Vcrfe, vrith th? Choruf^ to tlpi heft 
of their Power^ accoirding to the jithijdani Models. . 
; In J^ancis the Fiiii's Tim^ 'cis triie 34#r^. 5Ui4 
cithers flourifhM by the EncouragenieA^ of that Prince* 
In , the ? V^ear •1597^ Peter VArien pabliiHed Comedies, 
Written, as he tejls us, in Imitation of the ancient 
Greeks and Homansy , and the modern UaiianS' Afttx 
him,, in France^ Aleoc4nder Hurdy attempted Tragedy, 
and his Works were publilhed in 152 7, and him^ not 
joog afVer, fucceeded the famous Comt/if. 
' . Since the pecay of the ^oman Empire, this , Ifiand 
tas bem more fortunate, perhaps, in Poetry, th^n 
'iny of our Neighbours. ThtQiMrulus printed wfith 
pUmusj was written hyCildas^ who Jived in the yrK 
Cemury. ^fter him, Thalieffin and Meriiiiy and others^ 
Ixad they not written in Weljhy might yet have main- 
t:iiu'd a great Efteem among us. '1 . 

/ Okxt S4Jf(m Kings, have their Grants in Rime yet 
on Record. WiUlam l. c^mt iinging RtfUnd^ to fight 
Ihiat decifiye fiatfl^ which g&ve him tkfi Crown of 
England, And indeed, for writing in Lstinj /.th^ 
World had not the like of our Hoets of that Century* 
^o/ifh Exeter vrrot^ fo much above the Age, that 
we .had almoft lofl: him from our Nation, his P^em 
of the Troj^a War piling a great whilfr in Prittt,i fbt 
tiUvi:px)LQ£CorneU»$Nef9t' I . * ' * 

|ie brifngs ns down to King BiS^rd L with wlioniy 
zvA with: ^^A^viji Arc^bifiiop of Gfim^f^, be 'Went 
to the aofyJV4f. This King JlfVW,^ ftwr de iMB^'zaA 
Ijis Brother ^/r^i had lived mudi in their yomiger. 
^ Pays, in the Courts 0/ feveral Princes in and about 
Prenf^me 5 . and by that mean^ became much delighted: 
with , their l*<iguage, their Poetry, ; i&«iicaJltd *hb 
6jOP Mwr» and their Poet^^bo^rgaiA sotioni; afiiei 
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hii Tlitte^ t6 b«in great Vogue, ift moil Parts of 

Th&ttaJiajts oynv^ that the bett^art bf their Laa- 
"gotoge and their Pbetr^ is drawii .^ixi t^at of j^mce^ 
a$ indeed is that bf the Sfantfiy and of hioft other 
modern Tonnes. It is certain, that Atfitrr/j (the 
Poet whom the nsoft boaft of to this very Day) 

would appear very empty, if the ftoyiHtial Poets had 
from him aJl their own; and indeed ajll our modern 
Poetry comes from them. 

Never was knowii that Application , both in the 
Prisices and People at that Time, everywhere, to the 
nniyendal Poetry ; fo that one of their ttomant^ Wri- 
ters would needs have it, that Charlmdipi made a Do* i 
nation of that Pr 9>inre, to be the F9tts F^trimoi^. But ' 
I fear the Records of this Donation will be as hard 
to come by, as thofe of that of CorfiMtnej for the 
P4#ffifi0»jr of the Church. 

I muft take Notice here, that with this ProvciwM/ 
Poetry, fprung that jiiercfy, as they called it, of the 
Albigenfts^ which fo much alarmed the ^fijh World, 
in tho^ Days, and coil fo many Crufaitt to (upprefs, 
Raimondy Count of Thnulmfi was the Protestor of the 
Albigmfes^ and at the fame time, a principal Patron 
of thcfe Poets. And feveral neighbouring Princes 
were of the Numbjer of thefe Poets, and joinM in a 
League for the Defence of thatOpinipn^agaiiiilrhePope. 
Thismade the MoTiks fb angry with theife Poets, as to ac- 
cufe, n;<y, ridicule the Patronage, of Richard L* that he 
gave them. Among whom was ^/e/ni 7 Mfc/e^, honoura- 
bly mentioned by Tttrarch, This Anfelm wrote Comedies 
and Tragedies, which, in his own Country, he could 
f^li for T\vo or Three Thoufind Livres, ,rop»«Vj 
and fome for mor<^. Another was Fouclfct MarJaUfs^ 
Who, on theDeithbf King JtfVW^, went Home, and 
nirnM M(^nk^ and rofe afterwards to lie Archbilhop of 
TIfou/cufez He is prais d both by D^nre and Jlfrr4rf/i^ 
A tftird mt fefriy Rudety tocntioned with Honour by 
• ^ D, ft. 
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Whpft this Po^ WAS wflLtk qqr Priiic^uJ^^^ Jfh^g 
/ itickitrifp B/othcij, >.e told Ij-y Pifeiwii tt^wcs^ 
from the Koi^ {p xmny fine thiags of t^e Couar 
tdis ofTrifoJi^ that he couM iiajrno I<Higer ^fopn go* 
Jj^g to fee her,; So he puts oii ^ pil&:mhWft^ teJsef 
i Voj:a^ tpXrifeifii fell fick the W^ij)^ ;i»d e%A^ 
could couje f ihoxe, .was^modft ,^ead. The Cqu»teft 
informer of his Errantry^ wenttp t^^s Shj|:(,, (9;$id.^9^ 
Jiim ttie H^tud,; he.QpeaM hi^JEjife^ aftd/^ ^at 
having jTeen b^x? be l^tjjSfyM, -agftd it? i^YC Mj? the 
Ghotf. The Qountcfe ojade a wll fpiei^ FWJiWi 
for hi^a, *nd ^^eSci Aver him .a t&m^9f ^'^rfffryf 
jiaving his Ejpit^p^ in ArahU^ V^rfc. After whichf 
jhe canfed all his Sonnets to lie cuj^ioufly cppjM pyer, 
€inbellifliM with golden Letters; and b<^ing ^ftfr this^ 
taken with a very great Melanchpijr, fhe entered W? 
to a Mona ftery, and profefs^d her fe^f ji.,Arw?. 

Sayery de Ma^leon was another of theft fr(Pf€Vctai 
Poets niej\tiphM in the Ekglijh Hiftory of thofe Tinj«. 
To this Number we may likcwife add King JRieh^td 
himfelf, whofe Works with thoife of the rell ajready 
jnentioned, were in the Hands of Sei^gaiorJlc^/i, who 
a few years ago (if he does not ^tlM} belpng'4 ^p t^ft 
Grand Duke of Ti^<«»)fk ^ 

In fhort, from the '^.0Te?ifui/'Poet^.'Poetrjr, ^ni 
noit from the Ruiines^ or f unnjie Rtmets (as Sir WiUianf 
T^mfle uvowld have' it) xeviv>d but how different; 
it was from that^ which dy^d with the old 'Rpma^s^ 
we have already confidered. 

As for its Rife in ErigUni^ efpecially in our native 
Tongue, we have very blind Footfteps to trace ic^ 
ihaucet^ Gewevy and Ljfd^at$y were the firft who maile 
any tolerabje Figurj? in thatpreOij of whoxn Chauetp^ 
js* the only one who may juftly claim the $jram« t)t 
a Poet,, After him,. ,E72j;///^ Poetry was totally »f^e^ 
ftcd| thofe ^yhp^ had wy .pe^uj t^^^fi^^^^^. 
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mtfirhjivdBgi^lrfliarfij^ their liouHtliiA l^^ anf 
btilig, by Iiie:yiwd»jBy yflarj|r teiirdiiaftt -with (he Viri*T 
tm of that Miition^ |xg»9 io ^^Ufii tlie JU^^ li«im<^ 
btn, and viay lulBir ohereforede aiiowM to l)e tiie« 

riMr Ijaa|^4 iikfpivM thft SAxl of Siim^^ witli i£m, txidi 
withBnrt^; io iklr vre najrat) ^Hai tkuM^Jk 
Verftfication^ at hvStj was rdiH^d: by ttei I^4(|M^ 
Btaity. ' 

Afteriuin^ 8k JPiUa% Sl^wy iBieiii^^ 
Mftftfr^of oar Kiuztbcoel^ asd ht Am>ii fo)ibw?(^ 
by SfmtT^ and by Shakt/ffdu But cho^ t^«f e W<^s 

fivft A^proaeties, yet tli^ Sm«xrliiid&. of wa^. 
loA^ or not pjirfiied by mstny grm .Wjrirers aftfr* | 
wards, tiM Mr. jf^^i^ Jiad gftiJ9.>d i» wmlQ(s^l j 
plauie; th« Fkienc^of lus J4fles ^pfei^SJig ^ ^ha^ ' 
x$ad him ; and aU who pstfiendcd lo Wit aod Po^y^ 
reading him, iti^lrtad wider and wider, till SfoOr]^ 
1^ Lroisght it to iti Jail iuid gttJi^ft Petfed^ioiU 

ThisSmofdhifir^ vfV^fifeAHm h myf ib con^nipfii, 
that it has fift^ow?d tip aJi thfiw>r6 Ail/ilb^iiti;^) Cka.*^ 
CCS of Poetry ; ftad it is as dilSeirk nowr #i 4oQd;|h^ 
soeaneft &rfMtr of. tl^e Tlfi^iss,.! without this A^ulify^ 
as to xneetiiifthiem^the G«i?|a» f^xA jEjpacriPf 

Here I made an End fkad when we were h1ma^, 
king up, as haviog pal>>d thro* iha B^fincft oTther 
Oay, lami'Hf addrefsM hiipfelf J^ain tQ f]gi^ in ihft> 
Ibliowing Manner*. 

Tho^ .Qjy iFriend Guv-i/W has given yon iereraj 
Gkvi&s of th^ Dec^y, and a In oil entire Lofs p€ f^gj^ 
yet I fajScy i^re- nmains yet onej^ which per>a^« ' 
1^;^ cosnc nearer tbe^ M^l&x jpet olbi^A 
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Ifajfoflfc ir t&isj nit r » m^' huiabli Opinion^ tlntv 

c^^ tlk divhir Artl among iMen1; asid €his I ^ali ^ 

This Critic, in the 4th Chapterof kls jPlvftyrj^ fop* 
pofe* Wd chief Oibfo of this Art oiiginaliy. There 
ate two pVjnnipal Caiiie?, fays he, and both veiy na- 
twttl, which . feem to have pro^cM Btehy. The 
£f&U'^Jtitttitti0»i aQuarlit}^ which is bom with Bm/um 
$ttdyimtYity'6^ttfTbm oth4Ear(i!reattijr^bj thlK^reat 
il^i^tiiielc aiid Deihre they have for Jpnir^tioff; and it is 
by theMisans of this^: that they leam ^e ArftiEle-' 
znents of Sciences, and that al] their hmtatiom gi^e : 
them a peculiar Pleafiire : For it is by Jmi^dti^n on- 
ly, 'thati Children leam anything, as to wallc, to 
i^ak,' td 'Write, and the like. « 
' Thel>lekilire which Jmiutifin gives as, is eveiy 
l^y oi>vioiis in our Viw of Pidures. S6me Oci^- 
/r$ii^ ks terriHkjBeaft;, dead, or dying Meiij which 
X9k look on with Difguft and 'Averfion, with Fear 
amd Hbrror,^ as th^y art in Katnre^ we behold with a 
gcea't deal of SitisBiiSlion and Pleafure in Paintings;, 
rfnd thisPleslfiire is the greater/ as they bear a greater 
Rcfemblance to their Originals. There is nothing in- . 
4<^ed fo ugIy, brfo horrible, bfit what looks plea&nt 
Til a Picture; but it is not,' iIiat every Obje£b is. fine • 
5%iiit^fe#; for what^ mliy^gly^ dun neverbe fine: 
Biit it isliebitifef there^ is nothing fd^greeable as: iar^ 
tdt'ton^ Fior thii Steafon) *=the Poets ofiill Ages have 
chbtVhfdr the Sub|e^ of their Defcriptions^ *rhe robft 
terrible Obje^s ; and, in this^ the Painters haye fre- 
cfuetifly followM their ExaiDpIe. Thus Nichomachms 
^icw Med£a killing her Children, and .777eax painted * 
Crefies "^iitxing'^isMothcf i^ynmneJh^t to l^eath. Onr 
in<5dehi Painters'have given %is maJiy Pieces of this? 
TCind, of n o viilgk* Fa m e. We look on t h eft with - 
Delight^ Uit thfit £)elighr is no J^nner nny^Praiie, 
01 Appiobntion of xhcAdlions which they imitate^ 
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ASdom^^h fodS a Iftippf' S^efi. The faW hoM^^ 
in Pdefry*; we afc- phased with the Dcfcr^doiir cf^ 
rhofe thbigsrwh&h We cbuld not look on as they' 
areiii-Nfttiire^ -'■'-^-'■^ -- ^ 

The Reafou of this is, that not c^}/ the Wi/e have 
aDefire to kani, but the ikme Propenfity is fbujid in 
all Meii, to Knowledge, tho^ not the £inie Capacity. ' 
For Men being eildowM with Reafoii^ 'ahd natiirally 
loving Arts, talcis a peculiar 'l>e%ht in feeing any * 
thing that is mside by Art aiid/Reafon,' aiid both ' 
thefe are cohcerA^d in ill Jwitations. AxiA f^r this 
Reafen, it has the Advantage over Truth it ftlf, which 
^i^fCAn fimfle^ ordinary^ and common; whereas, Subtil- 
ty^ and Jndufiry are joinM to Truth in an exa£t and 
lucJcy hmtatwn. That gives to the Mind an Occaiion 
of Reafbning, anfl making Refledlions: For the Plea- 
lure we halve in feeing a curioos /mtt^ritfiK, does nat 
arife from the Beaiity^ the Original,^ which is the 
Subjeft of tlit hmtmhn^ but from this, that the Mind 
by this, finds Means to confider, and to inform it^ 
felf, by Ibbking oh them. For Exam}.le, (as ^r(/?(?- 
r/e remarks, when we fee the Piibire of a Man whom 
we know, we pfefcntly declare, TbU is Juch 4 one, 
Rut if the Portrai^l be of One we nevcf faw^ the • 
Pleafure Which that Pi^ure gives, does not proceed' 
from theEYa6tn^fs of the' In^itatten^ but from the Art,' 
or the Mixture Or Vivacity t)f die Colours : For no 
Man can Judge of the'Exa^nefi of^in Imtattoit^ who- 
does not know the Original. The PJeafure, therefore,'^ 
thatarifes on this OecafioJi, miiff be, as the Critic ob- 
fbrvQS, from the Beauty of the Piece, or from the Vi-^ 
vacity and Mixture 6f the Colours, or from the Choice- 
of the AiStipn, or frbm tihe Pofliir^ of tKePerlBn?, or 
' fbraething elfethit'draivb' the:Eyes iipfbln i^y'kn6 txtr-'- 
fifis ^nd itt/hitps ttt^^Jl0h'd^ whi'lftirrfWerr^it. ••• ' 

If'Jii^*^iWi»c-f thtts iiitural- to us, asf hbjjtj' if is. 
AtWs made out to be^ in my Opinion^ Numter and 
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ik^tyh^ not !bgcfl#% i]w«?h i»9?AqW: r» A ^>w H>r f m4l 
Harmony ; that is, Cadence and Song. Vff4fir j^xii* . 

dendy paePsMTt of jit ;, for indeed rthi»re.cm» ^ m ^tgfk; 
wicbout i^mim^ tho' ;nia|r ,i9mAm in liieir 

ave^Mii^mapriQper to Ffpfv^pm^Uyjn ^ek^nt^ 
tiie X««*W» For tbofe who had jtaiLe^<N^t«S: Qmiwf ft«r 
theft v»ve.Poefy p0gm% by JEi?<jf«Si«ei 

thofe without the formro could aet^ h;kVefr<^b«^4 
I^trjr. Tbw An bejmg ptoducM i» th« M*en^Wic» 
which tlie ;p^ri(QitAve Inl^ihj^aBt^^ of ^ th.e, KAi^b^ ¥^f» 
wfNre cithef ^hepbeJtdl^ or Iia!>Qmf||ni) (had #fl»J 
Viats^g!C,^ in |iftfw?wr of tb<5 Qp4?i itiCOHW^^Ot-bf the 
Bff«a; o^,¥t?idyj ib^f -pf Jg^ftiM* 4WKd Ujrfl^ aR* 
Wine* to .^^9 ftrft^ridu^b Q^M^ghit^ itf f9^ip 

lyeis cieYtainly;<^ ^«9!f^^ 

BtititXqon ch?Mis'dit9 Fpriv^^ aixording ijo 4;he.fc- 
Teral Uicl^nauons of the Poets. That if^ Poecry con^ 
fiftedj at fiMtf in fome^ff-JatfJirf Piwf, in which SiWr. 
atpd; fK^I/f we^e,2i^^M, ;md blended together ; but it 
iji^as Ibott. divided into two 4iWp^ Kiftdsi Thofe 
who had l;b^ laiig^fi ^^doietoft e|c4^d C^pa«iriefi» Aing^ 
thfi Pwfes pf jg<[^s^i|i4 flflp^s^ whohfid left^. 
aM«iH(cd. |^ij^ Wilib Pi^W Of RaiUery 

^Xhis « ^cflpinioi^ of 4f j^fl^ArOn ;th« Rife of Poe*-, 
try 5 but it is.deliyercd. with that J^Iodefty and I>C"^ 
ffrefice . worthy pf fp greai; a }dan , /v^ho 

would 3)ptlJogin^Ldp?flJy>^^ Khivg of &cftAn-j 

ti^ity and Unrertaijity, t^iat |io^hiag.po^tiv4,(;(a)|d^: 
with any .Kif^d.pf JnlUjCe, be.^i&rt^d» 'A^d the Conr > 
jf £l|im ofli ^fiad) ^9 Wi^^^^s upqii »U plxfeive Sjifb^ 



kid ns to Truth. , .i r n : ; ;, . 

Mcpxi'u^ to tW* iSpvpsce xrf* P«» W> %d tfiac 

tijr are apthing but Dwitd^i^m. Tjjie IftrW^ or j^^tr^- 
Tr^jcij, the ZXi^4iMii(, &yy 

be, are only pure Jmutim^. M^iy* J»e ri(Ciea4s. it ftj5- 
tier,. i!0 Miific it f^lf; for hje%«, vwft.JV^W; tbit 
Airs for th? Flute, ^nd i^d^a^iMy^; th^^ sMt< tbc 

Jame. Th|is Ii^ detVjniaep, Jtiiat Po^y ^n :g«ft«i«Ni j$ 
a^ SmiPatw^ \. ib , that ;under this qjeral He^d lare^iat 
cOt^^d aU the particiOar Pa«w <jf ^isA0^ wbidi^y 
Ibc faaac Reafons muft be la^ati^^Sf 

i think, no Man tjut knows any thing of the 
Matter, can doubt, but that x^ Hermf ^o^ ^^p4{f% 
^nd^medyj are really pure Jmit^^ions ^ Jmt that f>ytbir 
ramlicsj which was only a Pqem fm?g ift jlh/e Hpttpuf 
of JJ^fcfciW, Ih^ould be io, »J^y i)e(?hap8re^|ipk..j^9fe 
ficult to prove. Th«re i^f. JDijfifofepce ,betwwn a pcft 
fta and an iinperfeia, /wi^^itw/i. .i^hc %ft jfi vifibllciii 
the Heroicy Tra^U^ suid fpw if a^ rf^ J^^^ 
all Narrations, or gPUgs of P^affe^ or ai^y otk^r o^ 
tht Lejftr JPoetiryf, For Exanipk, all that ^akes 
'/^fryfes fpeai in the firft Book of the lli^dfj ifi xsx tpu^ 
V imitatigttj bccaufe he by* a£i4« tb^ PerfoAiarf' . tht^lWrt 
^nd puts p» that of ai^^fti^r, wl4<A fee^jW^ 
he^^apid /j^fijfc. , But if,, inft^ of . ma'kii^OiiyjRf 
appear, .h« had o"ly related his Wor^^, -^i^d fpW 
tWt Clixyfis defae/L the Argives to. feud^liok, P^h- 
UTj 6cc. it^Jiad hecii 2,\fimpU Narratm) wi^hsm tjti^% 
tpL^tJmitation which is theJLife ofTf^igt^, Bue aAthQ! 
this lud been a Narration, yet giojil^.we not h^ye^ 
failed of finding7»»«f'«^«>ff ittitj fiftcp $ jvTwy iVi«rr#^w/f 
has always fpinc Qhj^€t V^^w yfhiqh it: fujp^fc^ fp» 
imitate and make known, aii4 by iCau ^311^)11.^6 is aa 
J^M^ioA.jxu^e&ly i]i(k«49 liur'tis |MP^^fM]io;|^); ;9id 
this ^'^^y ai[e ^Vjtbiroinin^ cpi^ff^m^d -xm^ffXtHr tKiri^f 
Att^ i;li<ey jcpft^iiiy th^ iPfjsifeiQf tbe:^w of ^/k- 
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xdon of both Atifi^f It znd^Luo. . . ' ' • ^ 
• t wialf not dctaift ^|rott; with any fkrtlier BxTcdurfe on 
Pki0dH9ri^^ and prove With 4Hj?o^/e,'tlU^ oiily 
«re theOb|cias of it^.I wiil taktf it fpr grant^sd^ firtc^ 
it is plain from all the great Writers of Antifuity, 
What I have faid isfufficient to Ihew, that as JW/rjp it 
an hmtdthHy fo lmir4ttpii was the Caufe and Rife bf 
Pieff^; and that there can be nothing worthy the 
Kame of a JlMMi, where there is no £ffft<ktioit. Thif 
b<*ing admitted, I-thiiik'it will be pr^y plain, that 
the i^ of iWrjr, or at leaft, its very great Degeneracy, 
has proceeded from theNegleft of the Writers in this 
Particular 6f Mitatyn, How few Pieces- have we 
had for fome Hundreds of years, which have a Claim 
to be true and fiea6i Jmit'atiorts ? Nor was there ever an 
Age, in which ^this Eifential was fo much heg]e£^ei, 
as at preftnt^ which is the Reafoii, that bur Verfes 
hWingreti'inM nothing of the Oripnal Caufe of Foe* 
Hjp, hat NufiAer ztid^ Harmoiiy^ are utch lame and im- 
perfeft Performances^ Aiid this proce^dirig frqnr the 
J^nwditce of the'Writers, as well as of them who give 
Vogue and Reputation, muft render Bretry fcarce the 
Shadow of what it was, when it producM Works 
which have tranfported all^Mtions^ and all Ages, 
» Tho* Sumbtr knd Hatnntq have been aJlowM like- 
wilbbne of the Caufes of P<>efry, yet imff^riWis the 
moft valuafble Part; for there ma:y be juft /wir^riW, 
that is, tmt^tiems^ without that molt known Kind 
of Sumipet mi Harmor^^^ which we call Ter/e. This 
IS aJlowM by Ariftot/e^ and all but Fofff us and Sir Wil- 
liam Temple ^ tho, if I miftake not, Sir William does, 
fu fomeMeafure, allow'- it, at the fame time that he 
condemns it, ahd fixe* it as oii^ of i:he Caufes of the 
T>i(^ awd Lpfs tof this Art. 

I be^ the Company V Pardon for detaining therii? 
with my crude Con je^res; but if what I have faid, 
have any Foimdaiioa in Rcifon, I ih»l] be iatisfyM. 

I coul^ 
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I could have made it more plain by giving Inftances 
from fome of oar moft talcing Poems publifhed in 
tlre{M>ajrs, but I w«^af^d "orihcarilng f h^^m pii^ 

ture incapable ; and for that Reafon, I have rather 
chofen to deprive my felf of fome Proofs which I 
coiiM have brought to confirm my Poiition. 

Here Loudon having made an End, the Company 
feparated ; and after a Glafi or two by our felves, 
bid him Good Kighr, being highly fatisfyHI'^with 
what he had before,^ and did a/rer, fay in th«'Coaclu- 
(ion of the bifcouTfc* 
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DIALOGUE 
Of the VJe MdNeuQity 4 Poetry, 

I Hare fhewn ytft^ ist-dtf ^rmerDklogiie^ 

what paft in oi» ajgr^bfo Company, on oar 
firft Meeting; and I am confident, that the 2>e- 
fence of that xo^/e An^ in which you are fo great a 
Mafter, and by Confeqaence, of which you are la 
great a Lover, can by no means be di&gneable to 
you; nay, I am well ai&red, that you will give the 
higheft Approbation of what has 1>eeA iaid on thftt 
96oip% Qhce it is founded on Juftice and Reafon. 

Ifliall 



I ^jfoil^oyf ytop^ to kt know wfa|it:ffi(sVli« 
the fecond Day's Comreiiatioa, to pfoye Ik^ntr 

^ad Ai^tis^ Xli^,^ fka4>if<rc)i; tU Jtiu^ i^ 4i% 
isi J?9ary, watlstcwc AvhicJsL, ail 
iiflrif/)f JV<^3|, J^ld;^f^^Dmie the Carf^oHf 
which is, ill Reality, .the Kiaojgdom of ij^^q^^ ^^t< 

tmion being thus «nlarpU from the Tyraiuiy of 
Bufinefs^ l could aoc deny my felf the Pieafiure of re- 
peatiag my Viiiu as pfcen as I could ; , ariid the more 
ofcea I repeated then)) the foott my Appetite wa$ vai- 
ibd fpr their 6ontiiiii2Ui^e ; Sot I always a^neaway 
with fome'improyeinent of my l.riiderftandij%, as 
well as % Ml SixUMdon f<at^^ Hoars l^4i?^iit iu his 
Comfaay. 

A littie before J>iiine% td^U^ai was calPd dowa 
about BuiiiMfs^ a<ad in the meait whil«^ happttniiig to 
£ee a Hook lyt ifU t^e Wiiidow, ,1 took it u^ to pais 
the Tiiae itUl tqls Roihiq;; ; b^t w^^^ littk. 
iurpriVd to ^Lod ^ to be, Bi^V ^€:QgUiii |W« 
viM^T'cpUiaQitli^ jthwg^I^ us if th» 

I0my P»g«i^ bftfim X4iritfM MtminMs Priy^ 1^, 
Ii ^•W'CMnie:ym by>ku wvmlh^r^^^ 
ting on the ^^rt of Bfetry^ would perfwade us, that 
tteei0 4iOi4b» a«(ftU.j#k?il^ rfi»i4 ait^^ rhe 
Ktiiok;<NF P^>s/^i^^iM4 yet, is AkU of 

Wl^«j#r^ly<d4M40% ]aMi#^,t]nt«lfe 
fiaeldtt* X^uM^ms tofAyfny Wifta Vifit jiKibrdair^ 
ifti hioi^t^hAsBcK^^aicfiigivi^ »HiIiind,m 
terii)^m«ey ik6 fort^tiMsjiebkBtecc^of CtiitcV^ 
the infallible Director of her Speculations that Wa^« 
I wwid iMvejfesit itrlionie to^£er, ^itt 
lw3iusbaild| Jiraeft <HSiclifi^ aifc to^hewkh ttftoeo 
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Day ; for I Would not bear the Scandsl of havingit 
thought Pan of my own CollefHoii. 
' It is impdllible, my Frifend,- faid I, that any iynfif 
tfiifc't kndws you, IhouldHrttljift 3roCi guilty of thit 
Pbiiy ; to'd^o ciifi ah Eye ujjon a Book -of fo proAii-^ 
fiftga Titleyis jfiftiifyM by the Title.I haVeidy ftif pet-- 
uiPi\ great Pan of this ridiculous -Author, and he-haA 
almoft provokM me into a WViVer, to vindicate thfe 
Hdhonr of the Art l admire, from the fluraefhl Ig- 
norance of a little Pretender^ had riot the Clamours ot 
the 7V<r/iWi in Books deterrM me, by afferting theUn* 
dertaking would be unfair, in mOt only interfeifing' 
vtfith^the Sale of a Cbpy already r^ciivMy but iii alf 
Probability, of transferring it from the Bookfelleif 
Shdps, to tibfe of file Paftry Cook and iSroccr. ' 

ThatReafbn, in my Opinion, (interrupted £4(iM/My 
is too fallacious to influence fo good a Judgment, to 
deiifl from a laudable Delign, fince it is drawn from 
private and particular Intereft, agaiiift the pnblick 
^^d-^eDerarOood; (acrifiding the toprovetnent aii^ 
H<]>nour of Ai^ts to - the miferable 'P^ofped: of Csr§iXt 
Qkiin. Foi^ tiii^ wonld be a Certain and (peedy '^y^. 
of obftm^ing-all Manner of Learning j : fince, hid 
thhbeen^alUileloimded bn gejieral Conf^^ (as, if it 
have any Validity, it muft be) there never covM 
have been any Progfds or Improvement in any Art or 
Science.'- 

The MiUtipliGity of Books other Artsv lit no Ob- 
)<€lio]i4o the Increafing th$ ^untbi^ ;. and hotwitb^ 
ibnding th^ prrfent Pe^fe^pn of the Matk^athi 
the£Kellence oi Si» Jfr4c i^9kiPi tA has 
itpt pitman End to tUax 9i6hli Et^rks. And as nd 
Man prefiUBes to write in that Art, who is ignorant 
of its Principles^ yet we fee daily Impro^meiits inad^ 
i^ eveiy.Pan of it, i 

I cannot therefore isaagine why yoii, Of dny other 
Gendemaa of: yonr KnowUdgti^ may.no^do^he&iit 
S^idct to ttftfy^ and vindicate that diytut An^ which 



hene/jj in fo majay of the purer Ag«s,:fro|in the Abtiics 
j£,A Wnur that h»^ difcovered a moft |»rofound IgiHv- 
nmce of every Pait of it (atieafl, as^Aras he hasbee^ 
|)Ieafed hitherto to attempt) and endeavouys^ by puF>> 
liihuig his Abfui^ties, to. promote them. For thq^ 
he has vent^rM only, on the inconfiderahie 
^'tffifyipgt y«t in t^at he i^.c^t in the yery Fun^dar 
r&ehtalf,. Tyhich fu£ScieniIy betrays bpth the O^acftf 
tnd the Gufio of ih,t Perfpn. But this^ is the hard fate 
[if F^etty^ different from that of all other Arts and 
encesy that the Xiearned only write of thofe ; but the 
Rules and Theory, of this &lls often ix^to as ignorant 
Hands, as ^he Practice generally 4oe&r For,, as moft 
Tommonly Men.'^ithout Genius or ' Skilf ^ thcAinT) 
Tet up for^c^i, forge^txpg. thatof licHr^rf,^ . / ./r 

Wjy U h;^ honour'^d^vith,4t Foetus l^^ ^ , 
W!?0 ttitnhtr inowsj^^ nor W9u*d oljferyt 4 Rule. , Rofc 

ind would fain obtrude on the World, the mo^irem 
lihrtini/ms pf their own crude Fancies, for JW^-j^i fi> 
vould this Author impofe his ihallow-and inii^fi 
y5^att.(ipf^8^y ,J)OrrawM iiroi^ the j^f£rs.,0f ,tbt.ffri'' 
i^y4/.pn\t4^ Freiici^ V^er/iiicatiou) fof the.tr^e and 
ivhok Aii pf\Sn^ifi,A^ The Plauiibility ;of . his 
ritl« has carried oJf fo many ImprMions,as have madq 
t with the ignorant, the Standard, of Writing. So 
lu^t cJic.Cle^fQn. xs the ilronger for ^jx& Criti^ifm^ to 
ieftroy the ill Effe^s of this /4^ one. 

YovL muil therefore Hnd out fome better Reafun for 
mr-Xilenpe, on tbisOccafioiigj than whs^t. you, harve 
kiypn, .jor iiaiuiy confefi,; that you facrificf;. to /i//c- 
*/} more tlian' to , . 

J inufl own -(replyM I) that there is ^oo much of 
hat Allay iai .njy Jfuipcr,; and from that, it may be, 
hefe (pecious Certifies have hs^d Power to deter me 



vAaft3Ai indeed, iify Play did^ - ever '^kaft - Ibr any 
Time, but by thofe Parts of it^ Wlach were cdn* 
formed to the Rules, which cannot really be reducM 
to Pradlice but by a Perfon of tke jgreateft CdfiuUy 
and Cenmi. For can there be any Creature, that 
pretends to the leail Portion of a r4ti9ttdl S^tU^ who is 
pleasM with ^he Condudt of ShfktffMt '(ejtcept'iii one 
€3i i^o Plays) in which theVe is not)tin]g -mrfd«r, 
nothing great^ nothing judicious. No, it is the £x- 
celleiicQ. of that in tlie JBatfpnrjpoii of the MdmUrs ; 
: in the hifiittChion of the duiraiters and fome of his 
Draughts of the Psffions^ added to BrefiriptUn^ >and the 
Ignordnee of the Audience, that makes him pleafe, 
in thofe of his Plays, whicb are fixt in the Efteem of 
the Tovm^ to which the reih, though equally good, 
have often in vain endear burM to arife. 

If fome flUys have mifsM of Suctefs, which w<yre 
tdlPd regular^ by thofe, who knew nothing of tl^ 
Ruhsj I dareia^ert^itliat they > were oji/y calPd, but 
were not fo in Jie4/ii;3r. For it will be obvious to any 
Man, who is acquainted with them, that he, who 
eomiesup toth^, muft produce a ftrfeB Fotm^ that 
muft force it felf. With a ttpfiUfi fteafurt on all that, 
hear it. Todceepilill to ttk Vkamwm. Memuft per- 
fed^ly /bzov, aaid' f(^m- his D//f|;;f ; he ms^k kum^ 4i* 
JHriguiJh^ and^/re/f n^e the Manmts 5 Ke muft btf thVotigh* 
ly acqiuinted' with ail ^eSfrm^^-MnH^i t^ji^^ 
Mixtures^ jieceffes^ arid Mtctffes of tty F^ffiort^l with 
their Offpfittotty mOi Confifttnce. He muft be perfed 
in tlie StotinnntSy and know their Propriety^ and 
Agreeableneis to the Jdanmrsy • as thoft have tQ the 
Mlion ^y he muft be skilPd,^nd pradlis^d in xYet 'DiiU^ 
eff^ which includes both /Vtew^m. and > E»f9fffi9m 
yho can do all this but a Man 'of a great^ C4^4ciry of 
Soul ( which: we call Gmus y a large'and itrong Im^ 
^nstjon to receive land form the /jw^rei of Things, and 
a folid "Judffmnt to reduce them to their /^/^r Otdt 
and €/afes f And this is writing according ilwRutlis. 
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But let thtJmapMtion ht never fo ftvoag, and Ar- 
tile of Jdtasj without the Affiftance of Judgment 
(which can only be informed and dire£led by the 
Suced Rules) there can be nothing produc\1 entirely 
htautifuL 'Tis all the rude Product of uncuUiyated 
Wit, There may be a great Deal of rich O.ir, but 
cloggM with the dull and worthlefs Sparr and indige^ 
fied Barth. But Judgment^ like the Fire, cail only fe- 
parate the Part%, ^d draw thence an uniform and 
valuable Mafs of Metal. \ ' . 

The Rules ajre a great Help to many a Man of Gcai- 
Hi ; for it is £b far from probable, that it is fcarce 
poilible, that uiuflifted Nature, tho^ never fo vigo. 
rous, can find out and pradlife all the Parts necelTary 
to the forming a compleat Poem. For as in Archi- 
te£lure. Painting, and Mullck, no Man did give us 
any thing great and com]^lete, without knowing, and 
iKig Pradice of the Rules of thofe Arts ; fo in P^re- 
ttj^ nothing truly excellent was ever yet feen, with- 
out a Maftery in the 'Boeng Principles. 

But (interrupted I) you forget, that Homer and the 
firft Poets are ob;c£led againft your Poliiion 3. who, 
as they affirm, not only wrote before any Rules, were 
fbrmM, but were the very Men from whom moft 
of thefe were drawn by A^rifiutle^ and the reft of the 
Critics. 

I confefi (replyM Loudon) that I cannot tell you* 
what Mafter's Inftrudlions, or what Rules were regar-* 
^td by Homer \ or whether the Order and Condud: 
were the Bufinefs of Lycurgus^ or J^ififtratus^ or any 
other who coUeded the fcattered Books of that Po«, 
correded, and firft made an Edition of them entire; 
yet, from the .Completencfi of the l>oem5 as together, 
it is evident, that a certain Rule was j-roposM by the 
Comfofer to himfelf (whether found out by Homer or 
Ijfwrjf^i) bywhichhe foimM the moft perfect Poe>« 
that any Age has yet producVl. A fliort View of the ' 
Plan will put this beyond Qiieftion. 

. }u cc The 



T%e Complete An T of TP o e T R y. 

T he Xove, Avarice, or pride of Aganjenfnog mxi» 
him deny the Ifeftnrarioii nf Chrj/feif^ whicti majti^ 
thiangry GodApoUo ftiid rfie PI.i^ie into r^eiSr^«^ 
Array, in tlie Caiife of his injji^rM Ffieff. 
ipoves AcbilUi to opppfe rlie arhitrarjr^ili o«f rbji 
Kir,^ of Mefij fq fa,r, as to make hjm reftgre tiioe 
Pri;:fl:\ DiiijE^hrerj and feizeon Br(/^tf, This p|fo»' 
vokes Ach'tUes to withdraw h^s ilfjrniiiVieitf-froni rht 
Camp ; which Retreat prodiic^ij ^tfje %\x%tiyi^t ot 
*t the Gnei-/, -and tha pnpv:;lence of the Afiny iif 
Troy. That ipovMthe Compflioa of f^tfoeififs for 
his Countrymen; and that ^eijerpus. and pnbfjlck* 
fj)i.rired PzVj gave him his Dej|.th, after the SJangh- 
<^ ter of many of the Trojans, His Death by Htftor 
brings AfhUUs again into the FieU, whjieh \w 
-c^ flital sto He^BT^ reftorM the Tranmiijiiry of th^ 
.tf Greih^ a^d.fo |;a\'fi cjiem a Poflibilitj of Takiiy 
v« the Town. . - J ^ 

'ii*his produ6tive Chain of Incidents, in tjie //wr 
.could not be formed without admirable Art ^nd De- 
Jign^ and xonfequently, by fuch Rules as no Maa 
fmce'ljas b?en arbje to ^Iter for the better. But wh«- 
•ther rhfljjc >vere written, or traditionally t^i light by 
^Profeffors of the Art, or ^iginally ii^ the Sorpereign 
\.Cemus of Jfowj<r himfelf, matters not in . the lca(t, 
jfijice they arc tfee fame t)ia|: are now cftabUfJied bink 

It win l^e plain, that what I attribiite to H^wrr, in 
.«ot becaufe he >vas a Grre^ Poet, or que of fhch >ewe- 
.ralU ^Antiquity /a? by fome to'be macjexoe^-al with 
JDfiVidj which .1 do not thinW) but becaufe it is from 
JiisJPflffry ftill extaair, undenlalily his Due: becaufe I 
do here aIlo\V5 that the Vrama^ on iti fttft Apjxea- 
xance in^thtns it felf, was far from the Perfedion it 
afterwards ;itiain>d, tho' the Idea of Tragedy vwas^ 
;cerciiiily taken from the Hcroif^ofjw; fince wefittd it 
was in the Time of rbeffis^ almofl: as rude and in- 
roufilicnr as our St4^e is in our Days j that firf! Rai- 
^cr ofche^lmUn ThuLtrs bringing nothing to Per- 



%edGfA V tlian «^ otily ^ff^^faiS hf th^ Ikai^fiiitreflri^ 
vonts of }t^tP)ius^ ^^icles^ Bi^ij4dftj ikiid otktvi^ 

lEng/anUy vrivti the ^IjTfhefiAff/au/e^ wxthdtit the Ifr^ 
'^f Art, . ^r - ■ . . .> . . i:.:-.. 

But I xnuft tti^jfGtid liMdnf) Art^j ^tlw^t lb cIM t 
'Thefpss^ send ihfhi •th«fj^ i« .;^«iil«if»^^ btte tli*iy \ 

t>ear9ince of more ju/l and regular Pieces. Next thtt ' 
I have «lmdy eJbftrvXt)' k l<i 

G»»!?Ihi, ilillt of KVid fM S^fi^ fht Cit&fi 
ymff^hnna A^ft0rditi4» ift aJmoft^cY^f Part df Wis Worirt^ 
tl»a« AMfhing' birt? hh miommm Exc^lttfcM d&l ^Hi 
««fi6>, coiiM ew ^v*41 «i**itfa ii» to fhi^^ »ri4 
^liat h«i ivort^ net-ef ♦fcAve^ be«n' giiiliij^ <»fj l^a* !fit 
.|tt^gin«vic bieen tRU weH in<b»Ai\>l5y Jlr/w He had a | 
4^enki» mAte^ ettjiaMe of ^dnfiins np to th«f JM^^ ' 
nii?liifte«Mt to ft#cV#hiHn our hti^TVJfJ tWit i 
he plain fi^iitf hi»#vrn W#jr(fe, ^le tfte\iii/»rrfi^flriF ' 
tjff hi* €mn GowdtK*. Ajld: I ihtift confeft^ irhen I 
€nd irl^at Sir P/;f)^:S^«<)f^^&ef)i^ him Mrdifeo^e^^^ 
«ft#ft ri*fh»df the £^®fi/>Stag«i Jlnd thsic ^el^hfe'fetf 
lias» 'Wtitteii one or rr^o J>l«ys yeiy neatr a Jtejw//trti^ 
I aw the J^a]jt ^fewdofii liii Ewrr, rtiat^ f(*6ni of 
ciioide, as agteeabiie te hU £4kj|n^/} oj? tafit O^iit^ hj 
wjiat he coin ittittetf to the TTw^ffi . ' ' 

But Jl«i<r^ ftfent by fo niuch tbe moire« ttec?^ry to 
J^efijf, ^than to any othef w*V*t or ^^<*ff»rf, by hott 
^uch xht matt connmon the Inv^ilions of tbi« ixA^ 
than of any' otther whatfoever. Th& tf^Vtr^ 
ieema to fpread through a^4 Mankind^ while rfie^ zVal 
t)f other Arts i»coniiiR\l to a particular of Adinx-^ 
irers. Thns eveipy one is not ambiticus to be thought 
a goofd Madimuttkfam^ or Shiiofopberj ot Diyine^ or 
:Sfi^ct4nr^ or JB^furct^ or tk« like ; yet aUaoft wtt 
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Ham (ss if Human Kature wm imperftft lyithmit 
it) hopes^ and courts Aimxatwn %nd Affiaufe fipm 
his Attempts on the Mrffs. This is not the Obfenra- 
tion of a.' Day. Horace remarkM above 1700 Years 
; ago Ibnif thi^g like it in his Epiille to Augltfius Ciftu 

A TiUt inlx rAU a Veffel gutde^ 
Jind a VltyB^chin' J^icitiiS freftfiht.* 
And skilful HatidszdUtte the Unji/el ufi^ 
^tbarmdj and unlearned^ fcribble f^/e, 

The SxceiUnee being, therefore, fo confefsM, and 
the jMition of it fo general, the IttUes that dired 
our Couife to it, and diftiuguiih the right Read from 
the various divious Paths, muft certainly be agreea* 
l)le to all, who have a Defire either of readii^ ox «n« 
^i'S; i^i(^ Satisfaction in this Wav. For thus they 
may judge of, an4 arrire at Bxcellente^ as being the 
only Proof of a Genim^ and without which the 
moll exalted ^,(if any Copy of V«rfes can merit that 
Kanie without this Proof) is arnde and undigefted 
Mafs ; the ^Mfe/? Qiialifications imperfe^, 9^ with 
avhich they can only fhine in their -rriM tufire. ' 

If, therefore, you cannot find a better Argument, 
than, w^at you have producM, for not vindicating 
♦hie Art of Jfoetry from the fcandalous £mf erici/iM of 
i^UAcks^ you muft own Idlenefs to b<^ydur Dire^pr* 

I own, (returned I) that you have- given fufficient 
Reafoos to fhew the Neceffity of ^«/ei, if we wouM 
not ftill pais for Barbarians^ with the folittr of 
the World.; yet I ain afraid all ybu have faid, Uxs 
rational foever, will not fktisfie coo Many of our Aj^ 
thorsy and mofl of our courteous Readers^ nay eVen our 
i/nififerjity Jlden^ who are, or are fupposM to be bred in 
the very Prepuce of the Mufesy that Critieifm is not 
^n/tU'Mtur^d Thing. However I fliall endeavour, 
at rajr JLelfiire to ihcw, the Prevalence of y,our .Ar? 
g\tmei}rs by the Works of my eonviCtidn. But 
'thi% Task is moil neceikry, folsit alfo^atc^i^d with 
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the greateft DiffieultjT) if I wou^d accomplift it with 
that eafie Addrefs, which a DKbourfe of this Nature 
requires to recommend it to the Tafit of the Tows, 
efpecially if I wouM gratifie the Gouft of the Ladies^ 
who have no fraall Influence on ihtOemltmtn in this, 
as well as in moil of our other Pleafures. 

It is therefore, of the lafi Importance^ to bring them 
wer to the fide of ^ Art-, and g^od Jjf jife ; and to dp 
that, I miift render the Dilcouife a"3ittle more fami- 
iidr^ than Criticifm his generally been. 

i agree perfeftly with you (aflumM Loudon ) and 
it were to be wiUi^d, that as Mr. Fanrijw//e has ren- 
der^ the feveral Syftems of Jholon.j^ Otfttnicw^ and 
Tjcbo Brake intelligible, and obvious to a Lady's Ca- 
pacity, fome other Perfon, as great as he, wouM at- 
tempt the fame in Criticifm, 

Laudon had fcarce done when Mrs. Lamode^ her 
Husband, and the reft of the Company came in* 
-She was no fobner got into the Dlning-Roon», and 
pall ibme ftion Salutes to the Lady of the Houfe, 
and the reft of the Company ; but ft^rting with an - 
Air^ peaiUar to her felf, to ^oWyF/M. - — Ah! my 
Dear (faid ibe) I am extreamly obligM to my good . 
Stars, that I am come to you ; this may be of Con- 
lequaice t;o my Canfe, for if your Husband fhouM . 
not agree io Hxy Opinion, I iam iiirc of your being ; 
:of my Party. • ' i 

'Ah, l^fadam;? ( fsdil Morifina ) yodr Ladylhi^ 
ilandsin Need of noiSecdirid in any Caufeiyou think 
£t .to efpoufe; fo. ipuch Wit^ and ib mvLcli Beauty 
xnuft always be viftprious ; and while Mr. Lamode^ 
and Mr. Trifie (fox Tom Trifle is a conftant Attcrfdanr 
on Mrs. Lam^4j are iiere, your Party, Madam, will 
never need a Heinft^t^emcnr. 

Alas, my Dtsix 'Morijina { t(tply^ Mr. Lamode) Mr. , 
Trifl9 declare^ againft n^e, and Jffachar^ like a: true 
Husband, ftaiids Neuter in hi« Wifc> QuarreL ; ^ 
Upon my Soul, Madam ( cryM out Trifle^ with no 
little Cracern/ yew Ladyihip docs vdt ^ ^$&tavt 
£ 3 



ilf^ of Viong; I rtttitof- diffent fUttiA yonr La«I^ 
;gup ^Uilnttt ibrfeidag aJl n) j Pueteniiotis tb a god* 
;i^fi<l^rit3ntling. I ptot«ft, Geiitkmen stnd Dadies^ I 
,mly faitl, i thought the hft new Opem mifeniWf 
fl^niiy hyiiaving fo mnny of the Wotds piit into 6ar 
Hj(afi/y^ harbanwi Lstiigaage;,: and tbitt if Grimaldij.Kni 
.1 h<2 orhtr iticomparabik j{ifki£Kjiti had not fbflenM it with 
I he jgentk meio^oos WoiOs of Ac ft^^/W^ coud, 
4]Lot have beeii E^rne hy Eaiiof amy tolerabk Gl^«*. 

I proteft my Isove ta^^iniM Jfa^r} ! think 
yrf/?rf foxBCthing in the right-j ftw our i;^iigaag4. is 
U)o rough for JbUnm/ij^; and in my Opinion, it WDuid 
le innch better to have the Op^rah performed all in 
MAl'taw,. For iiieh a Medfy of Englijk ami tt^Uidn reiv 
^leis the Entertainment too obnoxious to the Critics, 

Ah ! Fie, Mr. Lamode (inteiiupted his Vife) don^f; 
^iTvimi^, doxi^t ail^iSK Bi much, and fet your Judgncient 
above the reft of the |t$4» Mmix^ adorn cli» 

^xes, and fill thd Theatre at thefe admirable Pcrfor- 
jw'ancef. For my Part, I aan infinitely uleafed with^ 
this prctrjL Variety of JtMiiitn aiid^wj/ZjlY looJc* 
Jilte a Brocade of Silk in Cloth of Gold 5 nay, it 
.iranfporrs ine to Xta/y<^ and then removes me to Ek^ 
Jmd^ as the divine Voice and Language fucceedi ouir 
fpugh Tongue, and hoar^ Voice* Sray, 'Mtr^Ldth 
dan^ what is.yont 0|»iiiion of this Mattet^ Fvair ours^ 
jL? a rough ugly Language, not fit for the fine ItaTtan 
MxSp: I congratulate owt Manfy Ton^ttt^, aiTUmM Ian- 
d$ttj that pannot be debaii»M to th^ Mioiuths df Wretch^d^ 
^M0m»hj^ of tlDe tnod canupt sktid Segeiierate Nation 
ifi the^ World,, entirely Slaves, and but half l4»n.. 
And ift mjF Opinion,, a Man of St^fi Can hav« no 
£xcnfe fbn i^ing an OferJKi J^dev Tot. 

tjiis Zt4i!t4iff CTifr^,^ £0 much «tyM up,, ibetmi t& cae,^ 
lUe the Pttiis and Jelh of mefty Fello^?,. rhat Mrith, 
fthA Uclp^ of the Warmth ^f thb iB«^<je, sind tke^tii^i^t 
«r CoaVefdsiti0ii^ maioe m li&ugli the unibeddii)^, 
Jiciir,. wk«^ l^verer Judgment Ik abl)^ b«%^iltbAice 
j|;ffiiU9<^4l^ tl)f AfiXt Qay) N^vi^ UK^Si^tioli,. that. 




it cftwlfcl fwrprife us into 5tny ^rt of Pleafiirer- Tbe^ 
fb'TcU the Bead by their Ligluiiefs/ Imr never riach * 
tlje liearr. Kut Harry PurceS fee^nM to have the Geiii- 
ns of GreeJf Mnf.ck 'f he toiicaM theSoiiJj he jn;ule ' 
his Way to the Hearty- and by that Meaufy left a S.i- 
itisfa^ion in the Pleafure,- when paft. Ke Ind the * 
Art of Pointing iiv Mufick,- which Arifiotk mentions'' 
of rheGreei&Muficians', yxu\rtCi{\is,Vrofi'Scene^ wheref 
hy the admirable Con;«nd:ion? of FJars -and Sliarj Sj he 
makes you armod Oiiver both with his luftrunKiixai* 
and Vcc*fcl Miifick. So that, for my Parr, Mcidariiy- 
I rhink, that if Italian Opera's are at all to be 
admitted that they would- be bette* in that 
TongiW) than in EngUfi)^ Firff,- becaufe the Mufiral- 
Pejfofnjances would be better ; and nexr, becanfe the 
A6lion of the Performers might perfwade th^magi- 
jiation, that therrc is that in the Words which couM^ 
not be fo*uid there, if we underftood them. But in- ^ 
deed we are not in Danger of underftanding much • 
when fuog in Englijh^ by the admirable Management 
ef thofc ivhe fung in our Langnage.- Th^ ^cckanyo ^ 
feeiiss, much tike the Harmony of Fmchy both as to- 
^e^oiinid and Manner, as well asA£lio>i; and I mu^b - 
needs fay, that.the worft Play of the word Poet that 
^ever writ, is a more ration il Diveiiion than an Opcra^ • 
afjrer the Way of Italy. For indes^l to me the Entei- 
taininent in it felf fecms fo very infipid- and abfurd,^ 
that it is fca'rce poilibfe to make any Additioii of Ab-^ * 
ittrdities to it. 

Eh I Fie! (affumM Mr. how caav fo well- - 

bred a Gentleman be fo fiugular in his Tafte, as not- J 
to reliih. what all the Town admires?:: And not ap- 
prove what both Frar.ce and Xr^fyare driving for the ' 
Prekeminence in? Kow if tlie Town £hould fancy a - 
3^xtnre of three or fcup iianguage?, or more, I^pia- • 
•eil 1 verily believe, that I fliouJd not.be fo lingular as ' 
tp diflik«it, Ulwit think you, Sir, fiid ilie to me? 

Madam, (faid I) 'risa Diih I have the utmoft Aver- 
^n to|, it iuxttf my Stomach. We Ime Ttaltw tvx^w'^x 
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of our own Growth, and we need not feek abroad for 
^| worfe. The beft Wits of France have declarM againft 
\ Opera\: Bapin^ Vacier^ St, JE-veremontj and the reft, 
1 weigh more with me, than Lul/h^ Louigij and the 
1 reft of the Trt/iing Throngs or all the Applaufes of the 
Tart err the Amphitheatre^ or the Lodges, That Glo- 
ry of yowr Sex, Madam Vacier^ in her excellent Con- 
futation of ta Mot^ attributes the Corruption of 
the Tafte of the Age, to the Reception and Vogue of 
Ofera\, A Man indeed may very well wonder how 
•jiViOfera^ and CiVtl Reafon^ fliould be the Growth of the 
fame Climate. Horace was angry at the empty Shows 
of the Romans ; what would he then have faid totalis 
yain Entertainment only directed to bewitch your 
Eyes and Ears ; Mu^c and Machine^ the Circe and Calif- 
fo^ in Confpiracy a gain ft Nature and GoodSenfe, 'Tis 
a Debauch the moft mfinuating, and the moft perni- 
cious. Tho^ the Grecians were as much for Singing 
and Dancings as any French ox Italian whatever; yet 
their Muliciept within Bounds, nor ever attempted to 
metamorphofe the whole Drama into an Opera. The 
Spectator has been right in his Cenfure of thii monfirow 
Entertainment, It does not (fays he) ^ant any great 
Meafure of Safe to fee the Ridicule of this monftrous 
Trahue {that w, of /inging part/y Englitti, and partly 
Italian) i IfUt it is not the Tafte of the RaLhit^ hut of tin 
Terfons of the great eft Folitenef^ which has eflah/iftM it. 

He fhouM have fai'.t, Perfons of thfrgreateft i^i'*^' 
lity 'y for certainly JPoIitenefs cannot be the Shard of 
tliofewlio indulge an Ahfurdity^ which he confefTes 
wants but a little Meafure of Senfe to difcbver. ' 

But then I think jiothing can be more abfuird, than 
his preferring the ridiculous Qualities of an Optra af- 
ter the Italian^ td that after the Way of Harry TurceL 
He laughs at the Singij^Superfcriptions of Letters^ Gtnt-^ 
rals Singing the Word of Command ; Ladies Deliyering a \ 
Mtjfage in Mufic^ and the like, of which every Italic j 
gin Opera is full, hut howeyer (fays he) this Italian 
lf4rj of Aiding ffl^Eccitativo, wtjfcr #«f/e4r M frft He4- 
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riiig, I catmp ha think it much mrejufi^than thsU which 
prey ailed im our Ens^ifhOfera^s before this Innefyation* 
Th^ Trdnfition from ,the Air to the Recitativo Mtfick ht^ 
ing more'ttotural than the fajpttg from a Song to plain 
and ordinary Sfealtit^j which was the common Method in 
VaxetVsOfera^s, Tlus, to make Seufe of it, aiid ren^ 
der it pf a Piece with what went before, requires all 
the Art of the TatJery Sfe^iator^ Guardian^ For ho\v 
can that be faid to be more natural than any things 
which is in all its Parts entirely unnatural. Then. . 
what does he mean hy the TraHiition from Speaking 
to Mttfick in Harry T^rceP% Ofera^s ? In them^ what 
was proper for Mnlick, was fung, and the Dtanu^ ^ 
performed as all other l>r4i»4.^s were. The fame might 
be iaid of the Tragedies of Sofhocles^ Euripides^ andl 
^e reft of the Ancients; when the Ai^ors oime to a. 
Paufe, the Chorus fung, and when the Chorus had done 
£ngiug, the ^ilmfpoke again: And would this Au- 
thor perfwade anyone in hisSenfcs, that the Modern 
Of€ra'*s had a more natural Tranlition than ths Creek 
Tragedies? 

For my Part (interrupted Mrs. tam^e) I ,ha«re fa , 
humble aii Opinion of my felf^^ as to think, that 
what pleafes every Body,, a^ ^eaftj . the People of fa^ 
firioOy ought to pleafe me; and I have thi$ ^atisfaAi* 
on, to find an Abundaxice of Plei^fiirj^ in erring witli , 
^ all my Acquaintance.. For that I may not be deceived . 
in my Opinion jpf a Play or Opera, I never go to ei* 
th«r, till I hear a Charadier of them from foine of 
my Friends) and know how it takes with the Town* . 
TUeParri<^I»rsfQ23()exim^s the obliging Mj;. TVi/Sfe ^oet 
me the Favour of conveying to m^ and fon^etime^ 
. my dear 4/4f/;4r ; and what pleafcjs^xapltj t aljVay} 
take to b^beft. .: ^ . / ' 

I profeftXaff«nj^7r//Z«) .'tthiiik yo^^^ 
finitely in |he Right. I always ,dc> the very fame* ), , 
am coiueiu to leave the Crit'tcs the furly Satisfadliou 
of being plcaftd". with nothing that i?. not Twx> Thou* 
fettd.XwttjpW i ^.^^h ftiffPiecca of the Anct^ 



who nif^i underfty^^ 6klMftrf^^ jti^yh^' 

with) his ^^ffibMf smd k^esM^ ftoc wiiftt SfH»7 

Admiratify nfftni my l!te«r ;Mt. W/ZT 

iKclll^^SEof tSfcatfc*;^ aittil he dir ihe/ that cfok &f th* 

fGdrddku& ^Mpaay^f WouM; it not bcf a v^i^r pMfty; 
^ght fta^te 0: yomig Esicly come th« £lmwii}^% 

^T.&qi^{t dii6Fe]xnt|>lii^Ges, and tke Modes, aildMitniim 
the rtofle- differ ft mtieh^ .thai: \5rha*,A*a« bisiighty. 
atid ptea^iig ix^.jd^7tf^ mo^ b« dull^ suidift^Ipiil in. 

^S^oiire has^ffoken like an Oracle ?< The Orhks-hWt 
iot rlioiight chongh on* thii Potnt,. . Fhav« bteii brtd: 
ai'^he ^ffiyer/by^ my £tl€y,^fidlh2.ve read the Anti^fttS). 
ajadP4)rofc% l ean?!: difcover thofViillkig BtaUties^ 
wy<:h,fJieAfit<ladonof the Cm^ fiiiditt- 
i^tqii iivow ]t caiiH he^p thinking riiae Cbir^ ii - 
$ner thaa<>'i>^9.:and th«ud[i«/yi#r/a9^g et, 
firnli, Hor <»ui> I' fee any ibsafbn why our X^nf^i^ 
IpTb ax'e nor lapre^'v^hiabli? than- Sfifhidei^jot MUtij^*- 
Jtir , Ail the /idrnntz^ theft* have, is^ that they 
JBLvM' a great white ago, jijid that they writ in GfeeL 
iPhat? f*yy ony iair l-ady (ooncluded he to Mfri^M-} 
t^ats^fitfe- yon^ camnever admire thofe Btatbin 
who^ yOUvdbr not ufttiei^fiiaidy^ahave oifrr owJiijCoiM^ - 

I gjjud ft» inany JG^ibns ( Te;!^y?A J^rijlkd/t<r tMikit 
Itrft^,, Whefl^L I do imderfiiind^ that Infancy I iholi^ > 
iia^t arhiany todike thsd^wtonic B<fQ noMmiferlhind 
tfpeciiUyj'w^hcri t^lid the^Goimt»|herLe%rjied give.- 
©£7^irii4jLn^ ther lioigittge* :Ii;kti0w>)^ft^ Ob-- 



fkjS^hh of fVit^ k naf ^^liftp9^ htAd tHt JVewrof 
idmr Tioit ; -for iUtiem that xh^y kee^ 

tiiciar «o^rHl Aeptitiitioii mor^ than one Sea* 
fthi. . But ftf the pttfilm Onfce of JiRNijljft{j^4iii Jim k in ' 

. Andhr ihew jrmir Latyflw^^ tlwu; jT)ijTSiiiii3« of- 
Mjf/, and l^j^^:^^)^ ^iJ] lie UtfU I^fof wbar 
jpiMi QTgM fbr; jrtini mnii rmetubcr, iiiat^^tf^« 
^4«->s Wit hi>ldriA Faaiioftvifcil}, ch^h of the fame 
. DtLtt with tWrt OtiUJwmta of Brefs^vlj^icb wcHi^d ■ 
Aot^ ' aipfM^t. £0 vAirjr rtdicii4ott<. Time, that has- 

ikifi^ Things fiy ofcfi» m«<^a«4 ^tifiMt^ h^tntly 
«Med Fowce, JGfee%!^y-*«U AKfh«j#«y the tr^ Wit of 
OIM Hundred and il^^ Ifieati ^Hdi^f|^ As we find 
this beyond Difpute in Sbakef pear ^ fo ^lic i^na« will*' 
fi^ good of tkofe f iW M*lW*s of P«ci^ auroiig thr 

tieii ts of -R^f^ tiU^S'^ who havr ia a]]. 
Tim€<i^ ^t(^/ay *l^tijE3dw (lasiben as vivlerfi^d) J^epc^ 

AHjr eucreaft^d t^ir £ileef»,- aimii '^a^Ki«, whiHt: 
evei^ things bife rfaeang^ : iBiff^a^ P^iBiJies, Itting- 
tioins^ VhcJe s-Nktioiitj atitl People l**ve peiiihed ®r a4- 

'AhcI ifSJfOr your La^lyAkip^s/ne adtil fne'^anr 

jfi^rfgr, -to ^refeir thelc to mwfc <h»rft>i»ig, and more 
c0enti^ £«fird')f >1cies,woitHl beiistidi6uk)ii%as to. prefer 
yotnr EadyfiiipHPrf/i to your ^erjoif : ArCpmpfciHem, I ' 
dare believe) -that yoitwouM 2)or<thi»^ fo galjanr, as 
the M'^df anid Fajhion require. It is iindeed). in €o me Pp 
MM^^andTome'forc of Iferft^-themofbva/hiJible jUrt | bnx 
thtn that fort i«5of4fhejaioft:j/ifmoi*rlUuk, s|inl full of 
^« SBoftibaf^ V *s pciawp* the-McA'^ifuiy fealJy 
tUknk'fim^^Wmin of /<jS Vail«c thaao. tliflir €hnths, 

!^^^ftm4Pa^«lrprizad at4fthefaicetiQHsM»^^»(^*Hhu^ 
lit CoiflA«At 4ta-te^«ri3ig^]ikr^^i^ ^tlmSajiVsfjk^bioirvo^ 
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Wing pleasM with nothing but the regular Pieces 
of ^nttquitj^ and fhe Rules and Poms of an M iftitig 
MIofifbtr ; for I think that he ought to be conSt^nc 
with himfelf, and no more approve of Rerutarky and 
Order in the Works bf the h>ets^ than in his own 
Condud^, and Actions. EftabliihM Cuftoms, Habits, 
and Inclinations eafily bribe a weak Judgment to 
their fide ; and render evcjy thing agreeable, that 
carries any Refemblance to themfelves. 

As for Mr. Lamdeh patting the modern Authws on a 
Foot with Hornet^ I am very confident, that the admira-' 
hie Author of the Credtion^ has too much fud^mentj and 
too much Medeflj^ to have any inch Thought him* 
dWf, Let it fuffice, that the Author of the Arthurs 
has the Glory of excelling tucretiusj it is a Palm 
gained only by him ; butleave the Soveraigiity of flo- 
wer untouchM, even by Milton himfejf ; who, I am a* 
fraid, in Juftice with a]l his vaft Imagination and 
Strength of Genius, will come in for ao more than 
tht fecond Tlace, 

But, Madam, I wonder that your Ladyfhip, who 
yalue y6ur felf for the^W Got^ in all the fine Plea- 
sures above every one elfe, fliouM be for leyelHr^ your 
UnderfUnding with the very Canaille^ the Grofs of 
the Readers and Spe£fcitors, who not only fill up the 
Hottfe, but like the Shoe-maker of Madrid (*as Ma- 
dam Vunois tells ypu) difposM of the Fate bf a Play, 
At this Rate you make your Footman in the Upper 
OaHery, as good a Judge as your felf. An Affront 
invented by the Malice of a half-witted Enemy, 
cou'd never be more reproachful than what you wouM 
Jiere put on your felf. But, dear Madam, I am fo 
. much your Friend, that I can never bear fuch an In- 
dignity to your Senfe, even fram your own fair 
Mouth. Befides, if you allow the Applaufe of the 
Town to be the Teft of what is Good, you muft allow 
its Nerlef^ or ExfJoding to be the Mark of the Bad ; asd 
iheh the very fame thing muft be food and hadj the 
and the worfi. and the feme Mca ia the fam9 
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Pb^m the moft exteUint^ and the nioft execraUe of 
JP^as* To avoid Inftances of living Authors, the 
Mimdnmuhtj on its firft Appearance, was afted a 
Month together, which muft exalt it to the hithft 
ExceUeMe ^ but when it was revivM ( as I am amuM 
by thofc who were at it) it was hifs^d off the Stage ; - 
and fo by the fame Teil became the worft of Farces 
Thus you wouM make the Qtfhan yitld to the Ex^tfs. 
of Moroccoy and the tlain-dealer to the Sluixots^ yet, 
lid^am, I am confident your Ladyihip will never 
prefer the laft to thi firft. 

You muil therefore, Madam, for your own fake, 
find out fome furer Way of judging of the leffer 
J^oems^ as well as of ^ajs^ than that ^un^ and Jtecep* 
ttouj they meet with from the Tovn^ which is fo 
uncertain, and wying in the frail Praife ihe bc- 
itows, that Poems have already loft their Glory, and 
are become as great Drugs as Siusre\ znd WkherSy 
which for a while carry'd the Acclamations along 
wich them : Nay, Cowley himfelf, fo much ador?d 
for near Forty Years, lofes every Day Ground with all 
thofe,.who love Nature^ ^wdHarmowf^ which are Vir- 
tues not very common in that learned and witty Verfou* 
Here the bright Mortfina made an End, difcovering 
as many Charms in her Soul, as Eyes. Thefe may, per- 
haps, be equallM, by many pf her Sex ; but a Tafte fo 
jfia«, i$e enjoys almoft without a Rival. Mrs. Lamode 
was confounded, and difmay^d,and couM fcarce muikr 
up Spirits enow to defire her to point ouc a better - 
Method of judging, than the Oftnion of the T9Wtt* 
But Dinner now coming in, fufpended her Reply> 
. After our Repaft was over, and the Tea oix the T^- 
hle, Mrs Lamode renewM her Requeil to Morifina to 
correct her Error, and give her a more infaj@i;ible Me- 
thod of judging juftly of xht ^4iets ^formance^ than 
the Applaufe they . meet with from the Town, 
. Madam fanfwerM Mortfina) I know your Lady- 
ihip is an admirable Artilt at your Needle, and I 
lave with Wonder fc^nyou rival ^f»r^) V^ben witli 
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adlow ch« Jud^i^ dlT j^iri" G¥6bm^ ytm Pimnm^ 
or yovae M^-Mdidi^ mA bf ym^ THii^Ati in iMr 
Village alxlut yeW to iSwidt thf^ M^^ir df ypVtt Par* 

the Art F Aiid ^rxntiieitt' WM% yiiii litve by 

ding to Jthy that the Comft ai^ |iitoy ifeiilgMii 
infimmtar^ thejiifilve* iiitb feach of h^lp lb »irc 
a;SMfn7^^ that it wttu'd be-A ttiffll&uie Matter td pMHt' 
cmt their S^f^mffeU^ fey^ \*^h«ile'tHfe Ijttlott blglfifj 
or wh«e k emh Titer ¥lte birpt)fitidft bf \M Pftm > 
is to th« bfeft >iedra*iimgtr, iini^ Nature in ^^^Vfheik^ - 
fu w^l di^^Ule^^ tliat it Mirft % Sr^if &Stft^ 
Ey«^^that isiirdifft^mfliihe €dt)5r from drigi^-- 
nalfi Such ia l>i*Sj*/ MAtlatti^ aiVydiT^it^dJ^mij) <fe«^M 
lae,-- the Mt TliM T^id Mf 'tht Hbnotfi^ of ' 
^itiii^bn s«u * ~ 

- Trw {my deaf j|«iNF;S&2i<y anfWferM iMmii) V 
liad tk« J^ortifieation to hear ^Wj5;af/^reB?r iutt old^ 
yfnMj anTiqiKhfed Piece of Wofk of the BJiyi of pod 
^Wti it»ft^ to that, whitrii yoii fo Ihitch iiifiuiM- I. 
afk>d thtfiUy CrtMure^ how flit cbuM lik* fiteh ^HQf ' 
Aliclies, withmit' Beautyy of Oi?d*i^,».bt JJtJ^feir it t6 ' 
xaise^ Whi<^ -was actordiiig ttk the niceft Samplar% - . 
amd made fiich near Approaches t<> Nami* ? The 
wretched Creattnre reply'd, that there was jfowirt^wfy,^ 
flie did 9i»t k»9^ tfhdit of Aiititiuity in rke other,. . 
liiac iflade it veiietahfc*. Thlt ihfe did jiot know the 
Art^ or tke Nicety of the Stitches^ autl hiipj^ Mix- 
ture of the Goloiir^j and the like j but her Bye was 
•well more plcasM with a /e^ney^akjr ^fiv^&eauty of * 
the old Piece without Order^Beauty% or KiriMiiy of 
the Par*«,,than: WLth^a3i»th« Gorfe^Oftd^c^ and Or* 
datMMctl of jriune. . I fwear, nay dear,- the*tl«^i Crea- - 
mt j^iilfjiair inta a Paifioti^ i cwM^ aliboS harve- 
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tfefe i^ffi^far» Thing f^MM diffifc jtae mitch. 

Oik I my <kut Mm4i {^Vi J^i^J I hav^* fnr- 
pdfe^et-)^ ij4*d nay Pkftf fbr mjr Dea^ ytm muft 
piurdtm ttie, y<>tk pMy tftt I^t <5rf f ^ felfj, 

jkn^OdecAii^ 'agtikia f4l« ItM!^ 6f ahtl C17 np > 
the wild and coiifTis>d I»f64H€liohs t^^likd tdiKy^ lik* 
M'tgini^s J^kif^i he^tt k it^Mft^ Tkctj. 

Which li*e jnfii* LadyflSfi'p^f an-iidmi> 
AU]« Oriity. and ir*ri»»l«l)i^ friWn tke ObferVatibn of, ^ 
ami folkivrin^ the Lyteam^tMia^bf^ NW^wi^, taught by 
th«ill</?s c/ith#s^»f Jfeeff^ Fdry Hatlam, Ibeff^ irt» 
all iw Piit*y.iS %R i»Mi«fci>Jl : P^bporfing therefore a 
^n4i*B»<i^ irihulthkve certain Means tff attaining- 
ttelt EimJ, T^hM ai« th« j^ftr of jlVi^ as yt)i*r Lidy— 
8iip9l>lbirV\?sih ^iiidirig your tiiriotis Ntedle, through 
th^ PIdw«#i/^.ahd' Ffehigi--o£ ymnr W /ftus gen^- 
t^l ^ffMnt ^^ the il^ lIKe j?(dur uiiij4irX%^ triidfe 

aiid formM on j^-^^i^-^^x-i^Jtoj^ they- Kin»ti^-J!«?-#/>«^* 
tl^iiir £;vef'i<>M^ii»i(iei, aiid many fiich. empty.: 

Sounds Which have 116 manner of fdea i^t to thein. 
- Well^ W«41y ftir Mfti^d (faid Mts, Idhiode) if 
you Ikave any better Way of judging, F beg yptt let- 
U6 heax it y I vow I Jliali be fitrpriiingly plc*i8*d \^rith^ 
tile UiStpiL^ting AmuAmehi nbm. fa charming 
MOMh*. 

fl^fs)^ your Ladyihip is iiiHukely in theftight, fdis^ 
Madam l^vo^v to Qad is t^^ 

aicnt inrthe Worldy: 

That»§-a. Taib too d^*cul^ («ftiwte^*^ mrtfinity for t 
laM to undertalEe, i ihali.laive that snj^Sppui^^ an4<c 
to his Flit nd GdmaLitLi, ' ' ■ " ■ 

Koy..Aoy.niy* iD»r (4frnmVl Mri I»ii**o</e/ I- never • 
wiU Gdnfeilt to that, hut as yoii haiite fouiid Faute:^: 
vvith t«y%Jli^of Imlgingy prA^y del ne^tlM juilice tt» > 
;]^diK-e you* ow©, hdu£iL^ and hlsjirieiid will per- - 
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tiJi Ay^fiwXO all Gree^^^and StfiUMiffy whofm I do 
not underftand. 1 mayi perhaps, allow you forne* 
thing of the JfTtnchy or the Wi^it, and in Cafe of 
Necclfity, perhaps, a Spamard : But for your jiri^ 
tle^ and your Hw4C€\ I jcnow not what to fay to 
th,em. : They have reignM long enqugh ; it is Time 
to put an End to their Authority. 

Ypu muH ( aflumM Laudon ) firft put an End to 
Nature^ and extinguifh dli Senfe ia Mankind. A new 
^^el in £t>etry muft be . monfbroufly abAird, and a 
wretched Refuge of ignorant Foefofters to ihelter their 
own Follies from Cenfure. Thus i^e f^;^ under-* 
took to write a New Art of Ae/^f, but he fucceeded fo 
ill in his Undertaking, that the Book has hot been 
thought worthy to be I?rint(sd with the reft of hia 
Works, Cormeile attempted the fame in Frattce^ but 
what his Succefs was, his own Countrynun, the ad« 
jnirable Ddcitr (to fay nothing of t\it Acadimy of 
Scitnces) will difcover by a Confutation of his £r* 
rors, with that Clearnefs, and good Judgment,, that 
the Faults of Corneilles Plays (to remove which he 
fet up thofe N«» Rules } remain, and An/iotU pre:* 
ferves his Reputation entire with all Men of fia$ 
^eiifi^ 3iiid /oi*ttdVnderfiandit^, 

Horace firft propofed this juft Model f as a judieiotts 
trench Author juftly calls it ) to the RenianSy and the 
^reat Men of the Coiurt of Augufius followM them as 
inviolable.. After the taking of Cbnfiamnofle by the 
Turhj many of the Gteek Authors were tranfportcd to 
Ipaly by the Care, and Interefl of Co/mo and Loreh^o 
.di Medici (the gr^at Rcftorers of ancient Learning, 
;and Politcnefs after the loiig Night of Gothick and 
Monkijh Ignorance and Barbarity) who were foliovvM 
ty . feveral learned Men, who KevivM and fet up 
Schpols of th.c. then forgotten Greek language* 
Hence foon arofe a Multit^ide of Commentators on 
.thefe admirable Rules of Artftotle^ of whom JPictpia-' 
s»im, and Caffehetro hzd (he beft Succefs. Father 
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Mr. Daeitf has gone fkr f^ejrond all others of anj^ 
Katioii in his Notes oh this etoellent Tfeatife of the 
rhi/ofipher ; Loudon had not quit« don^ wheh Tjr*^ 
came in with MamlU. ' 

Ah ! cryM out Mrs. lamodej my Dear . !^4»f$<, 
you are the moft welcome Perfoji alive; and you^ 
Mr. Tyro^ you come to the Relief of the diftrefsM 1^4* 
fttoi/tl ; I am beliegM .with Giants^ and only -your 
Proweft can bring me Relief. : 
^ The Matter, the MaCtter (faidT^r©; I. am always 
a Devotie" to the Ladies, efpecially when- in Diftref?; 
Bijt how you can be fo in the Company of my Friend 
Lauden^ I can?t imagine, who is the moft cpmplai- 
ikntMan in the World to the Fair Sex. Morifina i& 
iuch a Bibe, that muft always retain in the 

Ladies Caufe. 

- Ah, Mr. Tyro ! (cryM Mrs. LathodeJ Lauion has de- 
&lar>d againft me, 9.rtd Morijfna is. the moft violent 
Enemy I have. They have efpousM the Caufe of the 
tWri«, to whom I confeft a mortal Averfion. 

Nothing but a feu de Mffrity I dare be confident 
(aiTumM Tyro) Loudon is a Man of :too gay at Tafte 
to efpoufe ferioufly the Caufe of Sowernejsj and ill 
ffoture. It is a particular Obfer%ation I have al-^ 
ways made, that of all Mortals, a Critic is the fil* 
lieft. ■ • . \ 

That is (interrupted Loudon) of all Mortals, a 
Man offudgfkent and SkUi in Art is the illlieftk ^ For 
4f you mean pretended Criticks^ yoU ihouM>haVe 
told us fo. Now as to: Fretinders to any Art^ at 
Things without Foundation, they arc equally lilly, 
for it is want of Underftanding in them all. The 
cirawing a ridiculous Chaxadler, and then calling it 
a Oritic , is of ho manner of Force againft the Thii^, 

Ah I my Dear Friend Loudon (reply'd 35jro ) yow 
have intercepted what I had to fay friom the charus* 
ing Ttfr/er on this Head *, for when he hat told you 
that a Cff^ir is the ftllieft of Mortals, he adds his 
ReafctA 5 /tr (fay» he) ij^ imtw^ Mntfiif tf txomm 
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Ivfih Mfon^ dny hut mth u ^efign «f . puffing Stk^ 
AKtrt uff$k it ; r9hUh' mans.^lu is kmt a ^Siikf^^^ 
but always a Cevfir^ This makes hift §A¥jteft ufmi Trifles^ 
4Hi "D^fpae fh9 mfi Wf/mWt QccafitMs vitf) Fehe- 
iMftet, If he offifs to fpeak or i»Hl^e^ that Taitntj xrkhh 
/hu'^d ajfro^e the Work of the other Pacuithr frei^nfi titbit 
Qftrdtion^ He comh ufdn A^icn in Art^our^ hUt tdHb^m 
Wtafom ; ht fiands tn Safety^ bui ion gain nv GJoty* 

Attcl a Uttle aftfln' A th<»ctrigh CriMff is a fin of 
Piiritaiii in tkt polite World. As an Eiithnfi3£k ikRe^ 
M^on fitmhhs at tin ordittary^Oocurten^ if if ifit- 
tdnnot quo^ Serif tnrt EstamfUs on the Oecafintn^ fi tin 
Critic is ntyer fafi tit bis Sfeetb or Wrkir^, wW/on^ k9 
has among tht eeltlftated Writers an Amhant) fo9 tlm^ 
* Truth of his SentencM^ 

• Yoii need go ltd farther ( {Aii\ t atiden ) 'ris onfy a 
Teijf< dry ridicule on the Chlni6ber^ witlK)uc the leaft 
Shadow of Realbli. But Mr. Ifaaty notwirhihkndin^ 
his PadiOA againil Ctitt^s^ hai plajM the .Critic bimr 
lelf, iiot on^ry in* his eightkand tdmh TatUf^ buc ixf 
Cbveral others ; nay, indeed hi»> \^hok Bafi^ft 
£eems to be a eritlc on the Mahneift of Men % a har-- 
4er thing to detemiine, than th« JRzi/ei of r^ri; uli;* 
h£% he^oiiHl fiielter himfelf tinder th« Name of Cett- 
[or^ which is one, who paflcs Judgment on foMe^ 
things aiid J¥ cmn^s to the &me Point* But here 
cannot omitone thing, which I find Ji« jMd^iu mc}i« 
than once ih tiw Coittie of hi» ieingi < »«d whick 
I* am a&aid his Enemies will £ty di&oyeis bitti to 
be a moft abanded Mamt^ Aiul this is that on.r • 
Gritics guide- themfelVcs bjf n^hats fkey find in tfar* 
Vretsdi Writers, witlioiic. beitti|; cabbie of goiiig 
high ai th« Orl^nal : iT**^ or hmin Mailers., Thi^ 
1. am ftinry 1 nAiift KtUoiw tb Im a Ibsft of Eefngt of ^ 
damy^ as if there, tvere rcafll|r; aHy j^«gWiifr Mcftit as 
to the «iffr, td anderAahd Gr<e^:oi ladiW ( Na Man 
mtainlyctin GOndetnll^ the RciLrMfc.of. wJMt we.fimt ' 
in ffontckl aA4 f et u ii.tbd Xiiir** of th« tliAi9Sil.fMKl 

not. 
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shit the Lftit^kge it Writttn in^ that atttkctirTir 
idabJe. fiiic ill Oppo£r^9n td the SptitMrs^ and Ttet*^ 
frb^ietic Cenfure df the TWi^l^/. I nmft oCi^ 

lenre iSrf^ tkitib great li Pbety and }udge of Pottry, 
my L&rd Ihfc^mnmi hnA i nt> €mh Opinion of th^ 
^retub Writcif, in l|is Efiliy on trtnflatcd Verft*. 

' j"**^ ' - ' ' • 

France W h^ttff?ti mfU¥ imefiixt Bnt/s^ 

Jif^^i'ig ^rev f4/^ and ffn^d^ and hk/f thi Land^, 

The thtceft Bd^ks^ th^ Rome or Qtwrt imrpt faov%. 

Htr €xttii9hit Trten/Iattr^i mide thtw wn. 

Andlikit6^cnitij/^win9f»iedg9 

tktth h^Hm/gl^Pd £jhsmpfe^ and thiar Faim. 

> muft fepojhlly tennatJc, that tfiejr have pre(erv^ 
PoUrenefs in all iH<ir Jb!farning« JBt|^ and Bttcier^ 
writt lik& Gencleart«n^ and Men oiiifmrrAfihi th6» 
pcife£H^ fkill d in aM the neceiTary OriHc^ of th* 
Greek and Boman Language ; whexeas ^offm^j ^i meao; 
Hot l^liauiy trho Is xniich itifd^ politt/ Ssdlm 

r, and many of oixt MngiiJkMcxhloiljwmTi^ Jiamt- 
far Itiil thelnfelrn i& Ver^n/ €li^ria^»fy ot in merif- 
Colle^lions af Of inlonc^' that they never diftingaiih.. 
finefyj and feldem i^bfenM £Mrtha< ^l^ut give u»:Au« 
thority on Authority, in a itkS, dry, ^i^ne Majiner|t. 
iwithoat ibawing aHy vainahlt B6&rtfte ^rdtn what 
tb^y havetaU&en the Paitts to girttiVom the Antienti*. 
The Fjceirfr/],. on the €X)ntrary^ burthen^not our Memo* 
tiesy nor confblind ortr. fiUgjmims^ by Mlilci^city of 
-Qnotatid^but gire ns the fokdDto£bine they have x 
dmivn from thel£i,- ajl4 the- inliipeKabk 'Rvafons.on 
-wiiidl ;th^y are founded* Tli^ dwi^ll not on the 
nicer grmmarkdl Qn^fiHs on WojE«b, . btir . pcnetiate 
Skt^tB into thti Jtmfohi^ ami Sdh/ky.^sM jU^tM o£ 
-the Attrhvin ; iiic^ i givk. m Ijighc/outi df Obfcurity, 
'xvhich) Ibme hrtleaulWolvHl the Afttients in^ What 
Seaiba.theiE^re.i»tis fts^an Odinni) - 
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our coiifalting th« French Authors, when he, or hL^ 
Collegues, (hall write like them : I dare engage the 
Ingenious will be obligM to them, and confiilt them 
without the Prench. There is nothing fo trifling and 
ridiculous as the Praifes given Homer, yirril^ &c. By 
the Dutdfj moil of the Italian^ and KngTifh Writers ; 
but Boffu and Daciery to the Honour of their Country, 
cnter'd into the true Merits ©f thofe great Poets in 
th^f Defign, f^c, Dionyfiui Halicarnaffkus indeed, fo 
long ago has hit right in praifing Homer^s Contri- 
vance, and l>eiign, as well as the Greatnef^ and Ma- 
Jcily, of his Expreflion, and |^e lively and paflton* 
ate Motions of the Sentiments. But I think you Id* 
if fej ought to declare againft them, and all others, when 
they are for depriving you of all Refource, by con- 
fining all Knowledge to Gretk and Latin^ Languages 
j^ou are not £b familiar with as French. 

Nayy I confefs (faid Mrs. Lamode J I am not of his 
Party in that, I am a profefsM admirer of the J¥«w* 
7V97pre, and whoever ynas that down, I fhall declare 
againft him. ' 

As for what Tongue it is in ( aiTumM Mardlia) it 
matters not, }y£xt Cr'ttidfm it felf is the thing that the 
7'athr falls upon ; and good liord, indeed, what a Fi- 
gure d<ie8 Sir 7VjiMrj^ TinU make in the Tatltrs f One 
would think, that no Man of Wit^ wouM ever aftir 
that, hive defended to own the Name of a Critic, 

Oh ! Madam ( (kid JUtudon ) there is nothing mort 
<a£e, than for a Grotefque .Painter to clap AiTes Ears 
-on the Head of a Socrates^ yet that wou^d betray the 
I^waiue^ Fdljy or ImfuAtnct of the Painter, bilt not 
any Defe(fl in that wife ^fceaf4». If the Ttff/nr de- 
iignM by thofe, and fome other Stroaks of the like 
Mature, xsx ridicule Or xAc^tn^ and impudent Prcten- 
ilcrs to Judgmtm^ he IhouM not have endeavoured 
to affix the Infamy he deiiguM to the Name o£Crhicy 
,hxt have plainly, and evidently diftinguifh'd be- 
tween them ; otherwife the Ai&s Ears will cleave to 
his own Hesd^ for jridicuUxig Jidimnt^ without 

yrhich 
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which nothing ever was, or ever can be, well mi 
|uftly performed either in Faititing^ or ^ttrj. 

JQJeis me ! (cryM JH^tnilU ) you infinitely iUrprize 
. me to hear jrou oppofe the Sentiments of a. Paper that 
fo laviihM the Town, and almoft reconciPd T4rties in 
its Praife, that were oppo£te in every thing elfe. 
How ihall we, pwr Wbmeu^ dired our Judgments, if 
by fuch celebrated Guides,, we are led aftray ? 

By Resfin^ and N4ifir«, Madam (replyM Ldudon) A 
fbr it is only when thefe Authors defert them, that 
they'be^ome CDntempcible to the jiMficioMi. 

W«ll, but (faid Tyro ) if you will not allow the 
Authority of the Tstlerjj ^ftators,, and the like, I 
hope you will yield to that of Sir William Ttmfle. 

For my Part ( replyM Laudou J I cannot allow any 
Man^s Authority againil Reafin and Truth ^ and if Sir ^ 
William has advancM any thing that is To, I (hall 
make no Scruple in diiTenting from him* 

It is in his Effay ufon Poetry ( afTumM Tyro ) and 
after he has given his Sentiment? at lai^e, he draws 
towards a Conclufion in thtf^ Words, againfl the 
RuUsj on which your Gritiafm is built* Tbie Truth 
(£iys he), ^'^^^ is.fomethit^ in the Qenius of Poetry 
$00 libertine to be tonfin^d to fa many Rules, and v^eyer ^ 
goes about , to fubjeA it to fuch Confiraints^ lofes both its 
>Spiru and Grace, , which aft ^eyer Matiyej^ and n^yer ^ 
learned out of the befi Mafim. Th^A he concludes this 
Po^t againll the French^ an4 ,our Critics j in t^hefe 
Words. lt,wptf*d be too muehMortificatyfif t0 thef^gfeat 
fixbitraary Rjders among the Txtnol^ Writers^ a^fiurfWfU 
to obferye the worihy^oduSHons^ t^at haye been formal 
by their Rules; the Honour they haye received in the 
World^ or the Heafure tiny haye gtyen Mankind, But to 
comfort themy I domt know that S^ere w^as any great ^oet 
in Greece, after the Rules of that Art Jatd ^own by 
Ariftotle ; nor in Rome, after tlnfe by Horace, which yet 
jnont of our .Moderns fretend to haye outdone. Pcrhafs 
Tlj^eocritus. and . Lucaai, may 'jbe, alltd^d /tgainfi this 
jfjertion y but^ ^k^^Pj^ ff^^^^fi^^^ ^''f " i^JI^^ 
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and tht liift^y ihoUhe m»fi Be ettr^i for afiuk 
^ni hafffy Genttis^ and ft haye mattt ^tfme 'y^ery hi^ 
tii^hh^ j€t ^7t is tea itnefitkf f6 himfiifi ^nd tis Mtffe h 
t69 ypur^^ that hh'¥auits are t$o mted altetf W Pirt- 
^ ^jj(es, jlifttt aff^'^e 

^ Jtuies in this Ai't, h lulk ii» hinder fime Mtit ftom ht* 
* iytg ^ery iil^Hs^ butn^ fb Hijlr any one a ^erygood on*, 

I think, that what Sir wflUkm has here Mfg;»tV, is « 
pla;n a|ai|ifl yonr ^uhf^ a«d tftticifi^^ as any tfiiny 
inih^l^athrs^^'Sftnai^ 

I gra|\t it '{rt^f^LatlShlt^ 'buiS(yi#ioa ir^ 
fftti than thpre Anthoiis hive btti^lliii ; na^ with 
this J)ifedvantage, S%ir Jl*;«/3f!^^fhdr ptMf 

contradi^b himlVlf^ or «akes uft of iSWds, mvhirh 
have i;o maivner of Meaning at a^ll, w^lcli aloM 
'^vollM be fiifflcient to deftroy Aut^mHy Vftth any 
indifFewnc Jud^e; Xet iis t^refote hear Sir W^lHam 
in his own p^foper^erfon, and in thevetj fK.ine Sjf^jr. 

Mut thmgh f nvendon ie rhe^ MofUet ^if Poetry, j«r 
tins Child is fike ail others Bern nakedy And rm^ he ntth^ 

educated with ittdti^j iirfthifhd Art, infri^ if - 
AffH^attQiUf <orri&ed ^ith Beyerity, 4«i accemffj^d 
with tab^m^ and Time ; hffhre it amyer 'at am igriat 
^feBiott or BrotPth^ it if eertsnn tha^ ho-^umffofitfott m 
Quires fo nnitnyj^er^ Infredients^ aatd ef mbire diffkrom 
Sorts^ thjtn this : ^rithat'ttf>xfeltn any ShfaHthiy tlkn 
are ne^Jfaxy fa mairf Gifts tf Hitttm^ anl fa many Im* 
ftoyements Learning -4firf J|rt; Again Y^ithut 
fhe rprce of Wit, all Poetry is ^atj and IdJ^^Ha^f^ 
-wifhom tlje Sw€emrs of Jjidgmen^ h is wUd^ ^nd extra 
yagant^ * 

Here ftnd "Sir ^fWam <^ehyfng^ Pttfcfkioji to 
Poetry wj^thout it be ijiltirufted by jir>; batrff he inea« 
any thing by Jtrty he ineans whati^vfery Body in the 
Woild means by it, ^Jiat eVer made ufe of that Word 
on aiyr Occalion. ^bw every Art ix\ its very Cpnv 
fiitution propoft^ ^mk certain End to obtain, aiid 
jfome attain Means of obtaiaii^ that but the 

Means 
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tii6 f ropdfing an Eid^ wit Jnoiit any -jiwfl^ jgf ^t^f fHpg 
that Mni^ which if fiipisillsr abfqrd aQcl r^lfciflpu^^ 
lie woufd ^^critifi ail rpJ^Mfjp, i)i w}^*t 
Puipoft'^I i§iis»oiTip of BxjpaefiiQjii, if\ fhe tlffpliiy- 
Jug^the nriur iieodrai<y %iikiin(8 j^^Fqp.^ !Q .^irivf 
t^eifedioii # Wfcat aiean iflatf tio^^^^ii^g. i^jiviti 

canng it/ witk ind^^, ; li^iH^ri^g ip with ^ri^ ; 
Jntpio«dng It Mrith Jl^^e^ri^a ; tot ^i>>ovi& 9)1, for- 
^^ft^iiff^ ij with Stfaren'uy f Wi|%r wuft f /KJ ftv^rre 

on ^acyl Moil the Hesit 0!^ ^4^jf t)f accg|i^pjilhM 
'^irhXabouy aJid (Pima 3 Vi^bat wiil f#^09 i^4Thfpuc 

ro dtirdiSk th|s vMbl4 aad.mri.vaga4c QLuji^Iity of Wi^ 1 
Biu if aH rliefe paiitt ace.ta tift (9jc^iv fo f^Ia;^ the 
jsaiuyij cw 6fmatf of Bie^i^.; i5 HOC tjiis to coiifine if ' 
to tor^^un Midtsf Or is ifi lio bfi PP^^^Mj 9^4 not 
cmSn^^l I jTcgulated by ^^«M9i% siiid fi^ee from 
that €i]«b J ITbefe .a4re tbe C-pf|tya4iiftion8 pf i;^e £ne« 
9inies of the Or is jMgmPf ^9 t># w^t}icm£ 

any certain Dinftion, fuid «ttly (be tfff^ of tbfc p:^f* 
^icviLur V^terfs NQtion^ wbo is smf^^^.^ hl^ PY^*l 
"Wpfk i But hovir will $ir WiUi4$^ ?i)iy Advpp^te 
of jiiS| difUngulih bet»^e«ft aii4 
thu Mattai,. aiid €tam yihg^t thsiv I^utie^ >^¥?. l^o^i?4«^ 
«d ) Wbat ia their Diftia<ftiQ4i, an4 iipw we fl^f^l 
JcBOW tiie A^ls ^f the one froiB the Qtlier without 
^xiiig tfiK^ Jlf^€if fiiitif th^y find the^reiyes r^ 
dncVl to a Neo^ity of AiuJdLiig foinc Scaivda^d pf^ud^ 
menty ^t. them ihew that the or Gmus wjll be 
•kfscott^n^dby thera, than by tbofe aUp^dy in Fprce^ 
and acknowledge by aJl the learned pf ,^11 l^^tions 
ithefe aooo Years. l am afraid tba.t Itis J^i^A^ which 
JM^UM fb m^xch AffLicaH^n ajad Stypiitfjt^ a^e as iikeljf 
«o inaX« JSWirji ipj& its SjfAxi^^ attd Gr^ff^ ?ts thofe of 
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Afifioth^ aiid the reft of the CrtHr^, So that if the 
Qenius of t/>e Poetry haye fimetlnng too iibenine fit 
to he confined to Jo many Rules, and that mhotmr 
goes about to fmbjeii it to fiuh CotfiraintSy lofts both its 
Spirit, and Grstce, which are eyer Ndttye^ and neyer t9 
he ieamed of arrf Mafter, Then what becomes of his 
nourijhingj cloathkig^ infituSHngj correSHt^^ and the like? 

Thus you fee by what ComradiiHMs and Ab/wrditia 
this worthy 'Bffajifi is embarafsM in his Declamation 
againft the of Art, Mut the Chamfions of Hye/i 

RWej g^^^ World nothimr admirable imi^ enter- 
taining. That is falfe, if Junly coniider'd accord- 
ing to the Genius cf the Nation, that haye written 
regularly and irregularly. Let us taJce France^ whom 
he attacks. Are the reffdat Pieces of that People more 
valuable, than thofe which are irregular^ and on the 
contrary? Ait not Boileau^ Racine^ and the like, more 
entertaining to them than Alexander Hardyj du Bartas^ 
or the like ? I think M France will give the Prize to 
the former; and if ib, how have the Rules injured 
the Foetical ProduiHons of France ? Kay, Corneilla him- 
ftlf, when he began to write after the Model of ttir- 
dy, found, by his ow n good Senie, that Rules were ne- 
cefTary ; ^nd before he had informM his Underiland- 
ing, by the Study of AriftotU^ he formed ibme gene- 
ral Precepts to guide his F^ncy from thofe Abfurdities^ 
into wiiich his^Predeceffor fell for want of fuch Helps. 
' But no great ^et affeafred in Greece or Rome, after 
the JPublitatf6n of the Rules of Ariftotk^ and Horace. 
This is begging the Qtieftion with a Vcngeanc* j and 
I wonder that Sir Wiiliamj who appeals to the 600000 
Volumes loft in the JPtolematc Library, againft the 
Moderns^ in his firft ElTay, fiiould pronounce fo dog- 
matically in this Point, fince It is as certain, that 
many great Poets,' as well as other Authors, periihM' 
cither there, or in the Havock of Time. Biit what 
does he 'thiitkof Menahier and all the Authors of the 
new Comedy j given us^ iu fome M^afure, by Plautusy 
and byJ7>rc;ire? Or is it probable, th^t Athensy which 

^ ' * ever 
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'Jtr^r rticwrs^gfid T>f^«<(? more than Comedy^ had ttb 
Trdgic Poets of Worth after Euripides^ Agatho^ Toiyie^ 
and file r«ft that preceded -/trf/Zoiif? B«t tlie moft 
linlitcicy rhing that couid befal this Inftance of bur 
m^jery i% tli^t'f^ii'glLy that fufreitu Otnius^ was aft^ 
ydjrifiotie^ cocemporar/ with Harare, and as well ao 
quainced with the Poun^m of Critici/my as Horace him*- 
felf ; naj^ and has vifibly obferyed the Rules of JLr^ 
potky 4a his Mnds, After this, what need we look 
into a bare iLift of Names of feveral eminent loets 
that Uv>d aftwr Kfr4ce, tho> their Works be loft* 
What may we think of yaritu and Tifceoj to wbDift 
t^ifji/ fidJmitted his Works? Were they igirorant of 
the Rules which ^^i/foilowM? Muft we, becaufe 
the Work* of many more, and thofe eminent in their 
Time, are periihM, conclude they Were not good Po- 
ets? That won^d prove that all thofe who have 
reached our Days are good, and that would eftablilh 
ZmdM in fpi:fe of lyhac the Knight has faid again ft 
him. For if, in Realio^, Lucm be not a good Poet, 
ir is becattfe he has noK A>HowM the iame Rules rhat 
did. The fame may bt faid of Stdtius^ Stilus 
ItMlUusy and fome other ^mnn Atithors that are ftill 
extant, and yet never thought good Poets by the ju^ 
^cious Part of the World^ in any Nation where they 
hflive found Rei^dera 

Painting is uta A« that recjuires a Gemiif, and ye% 
'Cannot be jn^ly performM without the Rules of Art* 
The Proportion of a Man (landing tipright, is eight 
Times the i^engrh of his Head^ The Arms hanging 
llraiglit down, reach within a Span of the Knee^j 
A Hand mufl be the Length of the Face, and the 
Arms extended make the jult Length of the wiiole 
•Body. Thefe,. and an Hundred more Rules muft be 
jmown to, and foJlowM by every Painter, tho^ of new 
Ver fo exalted a Gtmus^ w Gufio^ which can never 
juftify him in breaking any of the Rules for thoft 
•of PaiiUin^', as well as thofe of Poetry, are Nature, 
and ihcw us its juft Lineaments, by which every 
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'jud|;e may know the Excitltnce or l>ef€Si of the Per- 
former. 

• Thus in Landskif the Painter ought to be fldlPd ia 
Perfpedlive, elfe can he never know the proportions, 
in regard of the Diftances, and the like. The know- 
ing of thofe Rules alone will not make a Painter, 
without both a Genius and Pradlice ; and in the iame 
Manner, the Rules of Poetry are neceilkry to the for- 
ining ill valuable Poems, but they are not able to 
jnake a Poet without Genius and PraAice too. 

• In all the fine Arts indeed, there has a Cmefyus 
an^ Gothique Tafte prevaiPd, which relilhes every 
thing that is not natural. Thus, in general, we pre- 
fer the Japan Pictures for the Furniture of our Room?, 
to the fine Prints of the Audrands^ Simoneansy Mdlinahs^ 
and the reft of the great Mafters; and by the fame 
abandouM Gufto^ we encourage Ofera*s and Fdrces^ be- 
fore Comedies and Tragedies. 

A modern Wit has a very great Averfion -to Arts 
and ficienceJJ, and with an Air of »Sufficience^ avows 
his Zeal for Ignorance. But as his Fancy only governs 
him^, fo are his Produ<ftions moft commonly fad, 
crude, indigefted things, Ake fick Mens Dreams^ with- 
out either Head or Tail. If you chance to mention 
Arty he cries out, you are a CWr/c, an iil-naturH IVr- 
fon ; that Nature is not to be tyM up to Ori^r, Barma- 
njy Beauty Defign ; as if Cdnfu/ion wM the only 
Perfe£kion. When they fpeak of a P/^jr, the higheft 
Praife they give it, in their Approbation, it, that it 
i$fine Language^ likt Mr. Wycherly s Lover, that couM 
j5nd nothing about his Miftrefs to praife, but the Ttf 
of her Ear, and her Eilov. So that moft af our fuc- 
cefsful Foets ought to be aftiamed of the Applaufe 
they obtain, as Lucian was when he wrote his Zeuxisy 
finding it to be paid to the Novelty, and Neatncfs of 
the Exprellion, and not to the Judgment of his Me- 
thod, and the like. 

But our Wits and Lucian are not of a Piece. I wouM 
fahi know of them vfhtthc. Arckite^urty S:atuaryy 
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Mujic^ can be excellM lii by any one who is not a pet- 
it6t Mailer of the eftaWifhM Rules of either of them ? 
And then I wiU yield^ that P^rftdtion in Votttj may 
be actainM without knowing any thing of the Art.* 
The TatUr has been pleafed to calj the Ctittcs^ Ftm- 
tansj whereas they are of the eftabliflied Church ; but 
the Gentlemen that are againfb them, are the true Fa- 
naticks in Poetry, againft Order and Dtcency^ the Ef- 
feAofit. 

It is, as I have obferved, urged againft Gritifufm, 
or the Rules of jiH^ that a too regular Adherence to 
the Forms and Meafures of them, is a Rcftraint on a. 
Virittih' Inyentiorij and does more Harm thnn Good in 
Compoiltion. For that the Imagination cannot fo 
freely difFufe and expand it felf, when it is oblig'd to 
any Bounds or Limits whatever. This Argument is 
fometimes. illullrated and fnpported by that famous 
Example of an ungovernable Genius in Heroic Virtue; 
I mean Alexander, the Great^ whofe ^ aft Ambition 
never failM to hurry him beyond the due Mc:irures of 
Condu£l-, upon which very Accouur, fay they, his 
Exploits had always in them fomething wonderfully 
furprizing and aftoniftiing. Whereas, Ce/ir^s Acti- 
ons, that were more cooJ, deliberate, and proporti- 
onM to the Rules of Prudence and Policy, never give 
us fuch a (ublimc, , exalted Idea of his Fortitude, as 
we nkuft necelTariiy en retrain of the Greek Heroes. 
The FiietidstcTO br our great Dramatic Writer Shake- 
fpearwiW. ncftbe perfwaded, but that even his mon- 
ftroualrtegulauries were conducive 'to thofe Ihining 
Beauties which abound m moft of his Plays : And 
that if he had been more a Critic, he had been lefs a 
Poet; that is, if he. had known more of Nature 
(which only the Rules teach) he would have touchM 
her . lefs.' Bur l fay, that notwithftanding this Plea* 
Aire- given hy AlexdndetH D?ed«j good Comlu(£t in 
War is no Wuul ranee to the boldeft " Undertakings. 
For any one that Jcnows Hiftory, knows^ t\v».t -^vxXv- 
ouc ity C'^/ar^s Afchievemeiivs had ucvtt \i^txv 
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>iioitt, iiArinoft of.Jf/istf4nyp^^s too. Thei^ iflciiviffiii^ 
f(I'tnigl>t caH rhem accid$nr»)) Vi^ries gainM bf 
tthe latter, ^^JetrayJ5d (many of thetjn at leailn) more of 
Fooihardlners thaii Valottr. And a diic OlifetvatioA 
cof natural Rilles, that is, a <lri<£t Anwi<IaiiC€ to tht 
SUkJ^s of 'MciMre .;tud Reaibn, can nevejp embarraf# or 
rslogg an Authoi^^s Fancy, Uic ratheir enlarge and ei* 
tend in <Tbey might as w«]l urge., that gooci and 
wholefofne Laws that enjoin nothing but what a ra- 
tional j^atiije %vQu)d otkerwife oblige its to, take 
away the Liberty of Mankind, .wh^:rea£ they are the 
very'iafe *nd Security of ir, 

Btit a^inft Sit WillUm Temfle^ the TnUtts^ aiH] 
.other Enemies to the Rules, I lhali give yoii the Opi- 
rjiioB of a much greater Man, in his Way, I mean 
rmy Lord Rofionfmon^ not only by his giving ms a Ve^ 
^on of^he Art of Poetry of l/or^cf, but from hisJ^<9 
M TranJUtedyeTft^ in the very ftrft Lims, 

Hapfy thatJluthof whofe cnrred Effay 
Jteiftves fo veil our old Hoa-atian lf^)' ; 
.And^hnpfy tboje xfho {tf concurring Surs 
JPrediftinate them to Acetic Wars) 
if^ith Tains and Leifure by fuch precep s write, 
And Jtarn to ufe their ^tms before they jft^ht. 

Fox this Introduftioin is not only a juft Commenda- 
tion of ihtBjJ'ay on^etry^ which contains admirable 
ilRiilesin Jiiiat Art, but a Recommendaeiotn of Rules in 
^general. And Mr. WtUltr^ in his Verfts before his 
4Lordflup»s Xranflariou of Hw^ce's Jln of iVrtiy, 
rtells U5, 

Britain tihofe Genius is in'VerJe exbnfl^ 
Bold and fuLlime^ but Jtt^Hgently dreft. 

Jlecommends the Study and Obfervation of the Rules 
TO our Author^, which will ihew the Ajt of Criti' 
*cjfm to be the Art of inducing frofmion*4 Wanders^ as 
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Hi that profofmn^tl Wondeh tan difilofij^ 
jSt 9r.t€ his Vdncj mni hts fudgmtnt Jhevph- 

Tor Fancy and Judgment muft join in every gr«atPb-; 
er, as Courage *nd judgment >in every great General 5 i 
for where either is wanting, the other is ufelefs, or 
of fmall Value. Fancy is* what we generally call^ 
Nkti/fTf j or * a Ge/iiW j yudgmmt is -what we mean by 
Art, the Union of which in one M^n makes a com- 
plere Poer. 

^ I hope rherefoTe (concIu»led taudan ro T-ym). that I- 
h-^ve made a Convert of yoir from that Vague and > 
inconfifttfnt Notion ro Regularity, Form, and Order^v 
which is what the Rules pretend to teach, and not a. 
Genius^ which nuift indeed be borivwith you, or you 
frill^ Hnd but little Advantage fiom the Rule?, M^n 
might perhaps live without the Rul?» and Maxims of 
Govern mem, hut under all thofe Inconvenience*! that 
maft render Life as unpkafam as unfcaite, htit by the - 
Rales of Art (as I 'may call them) Men live^in Socie- 
tyj - with all the Harmony of subordination and 
every Part contributes to the Beauty of the U hole : So 
ift Poetry, Nature may inform ibroe one great Genius > 
to give us Ibme Jfcie things;, .as >(he rmy infpire fome 
few Men ta follow her Laws, in their wild, unculu- - 
vatedWay of Living, like fome of the Weft Indians^ . 
but then even that one great Genius wD) be «ipt to 
alionnd in^mmfti^QUS j^urdi$hs^ An(\ incw^ruoui Extra* - 
v^i^ft itci«^, which can only be avoided by the conltan^ ^ 
and unalterable Rules of Reafon. 

Here X«tiM/o»gave over fpeakingy and after a little 
l>atifey Xym naade this Reply^ I confefs, that ftf>m^ 
what you have urg^d, there feems to me a Neceflity ^ 
of the Poetts propofing to himfeif fome Meafuies jo^T^^ 
Rules of Conduct in what he performs, which is ihe 
proper T^ o? Judgment. Bur I cannot from thcnce- 
condude^ thit therefore the arbitrary Dilates of tvc- 
ry ib\Ver Humour that ulurps the Authority of a (Sri* 
/ir^iihould be of any Force againil a Poem that hatt^- 
rtcciv:\l ihe/^^jpcraJ App]ittfe of iht'^Oi\0.% ^^W:^ 
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I hear of any Piece of Criticifm^ I geueraUy. enquire 
for the Author's Name ; and if he . have notperformM 
any thing himfelf, or not any thing well, and with 
the publick Approbaticnj I never give my fclf the 
Trouble of reading him over. 

And I (affum'd Laudon) when I fiad any Writing 
«r Speaking agamft Criticifm^ prefently examine whe- 
ther he has not^vritten fomething that, how fucceft- 
fiil foever, will not ftand the Teft of Reafon and Art. 
And I ntver once failM in finding, that his refufing 
the Judgment of the Critic, was causM by the real 
Defcft of his Writing, which was indeed qualify'd 
:for the Vogue of the Town, but not for the Tafte of 
the Judicious. And therefore he difown\l the Au- 
thority of the Court, becaufe he was fure there to' 
m<;et with Condemnation. The Rules of Criticifm are 
knowrf, and fixt by Ariftotle^ Horace^ Dac'ter^ -Bojfi/, 
and others; and tho' a Man may not Lave perforroM 

) liimfcif, yet by them he may be a very good Judge of 
anorher"'s Performance. Ai in Painting there are ai 
great many Gentlemen, and Perfons of Diftinftion 
and Quality, who fdMce tver drew a Stroke, who are 
very good Judges of the Performances of Painters, 
and can dillinguifh between the feveral Hands that 
have given us the noblell Pieces of Painting. So' 
that I would never rejeft a Piece of Criticifm for the 
Name of the Author, but for the Defcdt of what he 
advances; for if a new Author gives you Rea(bn for" 
what he fays, yen are obliged to fubmit to' the De- 
termination, or to be kn Enemy to Reafon. 

Another thin'g I muft obfervc, is, that not one of 
thefe Gentlemen who profcfs their Enmity to, or 
Contempt of a true Critic, but has fhewn himfelf a 
mttt Criticafter^ When he has fallen upon the SubjedV; 
a meer ^iece'-Broker of Satnajfus^ and reaches no far- 
ther than Words and Sentences- dealing in the very 
Scraps of Poetry ; a Couplet, an Expfeflion is the nr. 
molt he irrefcridsto. But for a Deflgn, or complete 
Pocwj to meddle with it, he accounts Pedantry, 

Injj>o£don, 
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Gerhard Voffius^ a Man of coiiAimmate Learning, 
and a very good Crikic^ is entirely againfl this Notion^ 
in his Preface to his Poetical Inllitttrions. Some^ peri', 
hafs (fays he) would wiflty that a Work bf this Nature 
had been undertaken by fome ene that was admtted to the 
f acred Offite by the Mufes^ -mho might before haye been fieH 
in thei r Temfle inflamed with the Feetical Entlntfiafm. Had: 
any one made this ObjeHion toLilius Giraldas of Pcrraray 
the moft learned of the Italians of his Age^ when he wrote . 
feme things of the Art of Tbetry^ and more on the Foets^ he 
wi^uld haye anfwer^d in the fame Wbrds^ which we find in 
hisfirft Dialogue of Ins Hifiory of the Boets, " It is an 

old Opinion of FUto^ that thofe have likewife a 
*^ Share in the Poetic Fire, who interpret the Verfes: 

of the Poets, and may therefore put in their Claim. 
^ to the Title of Poets. For Fanatus^ the Philofopher, 
*^ for this Reafon gave the Name of Prophet', or Po- 
*^ et, to Arifiarchus^ and Athenaus fays rhe fame, let 
would I not arrogate to my fdf^ for this Reafon^ the Foe- 
tic Fury or GeniuSj and a little more to the fame Pur- 
pofe. But fitting this afidcy I ftjaU rather f^t^^ that 71m 
one ought to write FofticaUy but Foets'^ but that the SuhjfCt 
of writing on the Nature and Rules of that Art^ is rather 
the Rufinefsof a Fhilofopher, For this J might quote Arifto- 
tie, who^ tho^ he was not a celebrated Foet^ was^ howeyer^ 
eminent for his Knowledge of all Arts and Sciences^ and 
than whom no one eyer difcoyerM a greater Fenetration and 
Accuracy in the^ Nature of eyery Kind of Foefy^ It is^cer- 
tain<y that he in tltofe Dijcoyeries left thofe great\Foets 
Horace and Vida much behind him inExcelUr^ce^ tlio^ they 
gained no fmall Helf from the Works of AriUkQilt on. this 
Subjeih Nor can J for the latter find a better Excufe fcr 
tUir Jailing fhort of the Fhilofopher^ than Ariftoile 
almoft exceeded the Bounds of human Capacity in his Un-^ 
dtrjlanding and Learning of eyery Kind\ and that it is fan 
more eafy to write of the Rules of Art in Frofi^ tlian iu 
Verfei To fay nothing of the different Readers thatjlay 
writ to, the ^iUfofher to the fubtil Wits of Greece, thefi 
ta their Countrymen a little eleyattd <tlioi^e \bt Vi^V^m^* 
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Miffher^ Imtfi ohftrye^ that tht Judges who vtrt tn^ttnhsi' 
to dteidt of^eticai Pefformmnees i» Arhens, Alexandria^ 
Mtid Roin<*9 viere not Jp mitch tminent Fotts^ 45 Men who^ 
nnierfifiod the KatttM mid Cmiw of 9oetfjy &c. 

This I think inificient to Ihcvr^ on how fttfe % 
Bottom that MaxLiQ is ^uk, which joxx^ JJiro, in- , 
trodiicecl,. tho' torrowM fronoh the Sfeftatoti or Tnt/ersy 
of reading,, or; not reading a Oeitie^ as yon heard^ 
whether b?'had,, or had not wxittea any thing him- 
felf. for that Rnk woitld have re;d£l:ed Longinut 
^imfelf, on whom thofe Papers feem to lay feme 
Stref^. It may^ I confei*, be anfwcred as to Ariftotlty 
that he was a Poet as well as a Phiiofbpher, there 
being a traditionary Accminr, that he writ above 
40000 Verfes. But it wiJi hoW of Lonpnusj and th« 
Judges jvdl qnpted by Vofjpus^ as of Liiius GirMusy and 
Vofpus^ J>actery and BoJfM\ nay, and in fome Meafure, 
of ArifiotU : For tho^ there may be a Fragment of his 
poetry yet extant, and tho' he might have wxiftef» 
many Odes, Elegies, or the like, yet we do not find 
that ever he writ a Tragedy^ or Eftt Poem j and yet 
♦ his Criticifms are chiefly on ttiofe two Kinds of Poe- 
i^. But then Borate himf^lf il againft this ^Ws No^ 
tion, that none but a Poet H^onld criticise on a Poet, 
in his Art of I^ty^ as Engliihed by the Lord Jto/^ 
ifimmon* 

fet wkhoMt l^rltiTig I may teach to wrke^ 
Tell what tin Duty of a Foet k ; 
Wherein his Wealth and Ornament €onf*^y 
And bcw he may be fomOd^ 

Allowing what jron have uj;gM (faid Tyro); in the 
9iain, yet (fee no Reafon why wo fhould be wholly 
guided by the j^eients, fht Modems have the Ad- 
vantage of having the Works of the Ajifim^ and 
therefore ihould e^cel them. 7ke M«£lifl> have like- 
wife another Benefit, of having the Tranfiatlons of 
*M the JkfQiJmn of Jl^l^ ailocher.Natioiu 
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where polite Learning has i!(nirilh\l Then I bcJie've 
I Inay fay, that ouirCotintrymen have fhewn Wit 
aAd Gksnitis eqnal to the greateft of Greece ^ntX Rome, 
Tfrofe indeed were the firft Nnrftries of Art and U ir. 
For my Pare, I am not convincM of tharDiVriuty of 
tkofe old Heroes in Poetry ; and I think that he Who 
idolizes them to that Degree, muft be blinded by the 
Clouds of Incenfe that are offered to therti by the af- 
fefted Bigotry of After- Ages. They certainly were 
Mea of great Genius, and perfbrmM Wonders for the 
Times they writ in ; \mk j thinJr, if they had done 
ieftj they would not have wanted Admiration in our' r 
Day?. Yet I cannot heir it, that becanfe they were 
lookM on as the ehref in their own Time, they 
dQiould be thought fb bf all the Ages to come. If a 
€ontempt of, and Irrtverence to the Ancienrr, be 
t^i ought injurious to their Merit, it cannot with Ju* 
iiice be thought juft to difcover a Neglect and Con* 
tempt of the Modems;; for that muft ihake Men of 
admirable Parte chuTe rather to be ftill and idle,, and 
bury their Talents in Obfturity, than venture to come* 
inter the Light,' where they are fure to ha v* 'their 
Performances meet with open lh)lifti<*e. This -was 
the Cafe of the Authors in the Time of Auguflm^ of 
which H9r4re< complains, when his Gontemporarier 
were for ^condemning every things not becauie ill • 
performed, but beeaufe it was Modern; 

What you have urgM (laid 1)' S|ir, feems»to me out 
of the Queftion at this Time. We are not for exclu* 
ding the 'Modern* from their Merits, but infift, ' thar ^ 
no Modem - has any Merit but what he owes to th* ' 
Rules and Precedents of the^ncK»fJv We are affcr* 
ting the Neceflity and Ufe of the Rules of Art efta- 
billed by the Ancients; and till you have confuted 
tliem, what has been faid remains in fall Force. 

If yoti have any modern CrmV who has gone on a 
jiiiFerent Foot from the Ancients, you Ihould 'pro- 
duce . im and not- only fo, but juftify thofe Parts 
ia-Whicli lie Ai^U fxomJ^fi^tU 
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mentators. Wc have had fome Attempt^ ma^e at Crt* 
tidfm in the SfeSfators^ Guardians^ &c. but they have ; 
proceeded no farther than Words, and the fubfervient 
Parts to Poetry, but never durft advance to the Dif- 
•polition of thi Parts, and an CEconomy of an entire 
Poem, except in the excellent Exaifunation of Milton j 
which is every where diredled by the Rules of Arifio^ 
r/e, and the receivM Critics, 

As it is the laft Perfedtion in Painting, rightly to 
order and difpoie of things, fo it is in Ppetry. This 
Order and Diipoiition muft be €>bierv^d as well in a 
Pidure of one Figure, as in one of many. The Na- 
ture of Man, fays Xxnofhon^ can name nothing fo faiv 
and ufefiil as Order j a confusM Piece of Work caa 
never deferve Admiration. Thofe things only afFedi: 
us, in which every Part is not only perfect in it felf,, 
but alfo well difpoied by a natural. G>nne6tion. • Na-. 
ture it felf feems to be upheld by Order, and fp axe alt 
things elfe which are fubjedl to the{kme Caufe^ The 
Sun, Moon, and Stars have gone their eternal Rounds 
by Rule, and in Order; and yet certainly they muft 
be allowM to be beautiful, and more cii^rming.thaii 
they could have been without ir» - ^ 

i confefs (rcplyM 23ir#) I have not yet thought 
enough of this Matter to eftablifh our Rules, But t 
can^r perfwade my felf but that is a WorJc .to be cffe^ 
fted l^y Pains and Lei/ure. ■ . . 

Since then, Sir, (faid .1) you are not furnilh^d 
with a iiew Syfteip, give, me Leave to, urge from the^ 
admirable Z>4[rier his Reafons why that of Anfioile i$ 
to be admitte;d ; . and if you have any Objeftiohs to 
snake upon ^ea^ug that, I do not doubt but I ibaU 
be aiilc to-' give you a fatisfa£lory Anfwer. 

As the Injuftice' of Men gave Ocpifion for tte ma^j 
king of Laws 5 fo the Decay of Arts, and the Fauhj 
«omroiiteiin them, brought in a Necefiity o^'.maJ^ng 
of Rules, and of reviving them. But to prevent th^ 
Obie^ions of fome who difdain to be confihM to aiiy 
MuIcM^ but thokoS thtir own F«acf^' it feems to me 
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very ttecefEiry to provcj not only, that Poetry is aa 
Art, but that this Art is. knOwii, and its Rules be ccxf 
taiitly thofe of Arifi^tle^ that it is impoffible to fuc- 
ceed in this Art by. any other Ways. Haying prov'^ 
this Point, I fhall examine the two Gonfequences 
which naturally follow. Firft, that thie Rules^ and 
what pleafes, are never contrary to one another^ aitd 
that you can never obtain the latter, chat is, yon caa 
never pleafe, without the former, that is the Rules. 
Secondly^ that Poefy being an Art can never be prejur 
dicial to Mankind; and that it was invented and 
improvM only for their Advantage* 

This Method obliges me to tr»ce Pqetry from-it$ 
Original, to ihew, chat it was the Daughter of Reli* 
gion ; that, in Procefs of time, it was debauchM 
and vitiated; ftnd laftly) that it was brought under* 
tht Rules of Art, which ailifted in the CorxedUng^ 
the Failures of Nattire. 

God, touchM with Compaffion. fcr .the Misery > of - 
Meji, who were obUg d to toil- stnd labour, for tiieir, 
Snbliftance, inftimted Days of Feftival to givethenit. 
Reft andCef&dlott from their Work ; ordaining the. 
Offering Sacrifices to himfelf, as a juftThankfgi- . 
ving for the Bleftings receiv'd frora hi» Bouiity^ This, 
is a Tmth which was, andii acknowledged by the^ 
Heathens thcnifehres. Fo» they- no^ only^ imitated 
thefe Days of Feftival and Reft,, but always %pke^o£; 
them as a Gift of the immoxtal Gods, who havings, 
granted a Time of Repofe^i reqvtirM .fame.Xeftirtjpttjr^ 
of' tftcir Gratitude, foi: .the Benefit* \. 
V T*he iirft fefiMs- of-^e Ami^ti were in thilMan* ^ 
njer; they afTembled at certain Times^ efpecially in the > 
AktwnUy vifteT the gathering ul of the Fruir$,of the-^ 
JBarth, to xejoice, and offer the mof^ valuable^ ami , 
choir&of them to Godi And this >jGraS it^ ^^fr>firft., 
gave Birch to JPottryv For Me^n wh^. ajce natitraily e\\* > 
cluiM to the Imitation and^»/rV, ernployVl iknr Taf 
lemito fiit£ the Pjra'ires.of tliat parucuUtGod xvhom r 
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thejr worfiiip|:HT, ^n&to c^brate his mofTcentf^fcn*- 
ettSy and remarkabk Anions* 

If they had alwayt Xept to that primirlve SimplU 
tity^ aJ! the ^eti^^we ihcw^d have had^ wott^<dhairt 
only been Hymns and Songs of Thankfgiving and 
l^aife, as we find among the Ifidflins and /e»^ in the 
©Id Teftament : But it was' very di4icult, or rather, 
impoifible, that Wifdom and Purity flion^d reign Jong 
in the Afifemblies of the Htatbens^ They foon mingfed 
the Praifes of Men, with thofe bf their Gods and 
at laft came to the filling of their Poems with biting^ 
S^ires^ whi'^h they^fiing taone anothecat their drtin« 
Jten Meetings. Thtw Jhetry was entirely cormpeed^ 
the preftnt catiying very few Marks ofKeligion, e*«a 
in our Age of^mfiiamty. 

The Boits^ that followed, and who <prcs);erfy fpeak*- 
ing) were the thiUfifhers^ and Dhrtm.of thofe early 
TimeS) obferving the general andearneft Bent o&the 
People fot th^fe IFtfit^^Hs^ and S^wi, and the lmpoilr- 
hility of recovering t^e firft' Stmfhaty^ purfit^d ami^ 
ther Way of giving a. Remedy to this Bifordcr 5 and 
making an Advantage of the Peopfes Inclinatiom^ 
gave them Inibru6tion» diignisrM cmder the Char mt of 
phafuvt^ as Phyficians gild or fweeten the PiUs they 
adminifter to their Patients.. 

X will not here pretend to obTerwe a»d give a Hifto^ 
Tf of all>the Changes^ that have ha|^n7d in JEbcn;)^ 
or fliew by what I]|egrees it is arrived to that Perfc*- 
^pn^ iii which, w« now find it. 

Hbmer was the firA that either innseated or render^ 
compleat the J^tV or Hifw I^em \ for he certainly 
found out the Unity of the Ski/fH^^ the Manners^ the- 
&araf^trs^ and the MU. , fiat this Poem couM only 
Cnftoms ; and was not moving enough to* 
corrctft the I^ffins;, There was ««sti^j^a Poem, whicb. 
hy Imitating ottr JfArtfiM^ might work OA^oor Spirits 
a move ready and fenfible Ef£e£t ; This gave Rife tO'^ 
Tk4ftify^^ and banKhM all Sstyviy by which Means 1^ 
w»5^ cntixelg purgM ^rom, all the Difordexs im<» 
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This is »o Place to (hw^ that Men^ who are quick-- 
fyr weary of regulated Pleafiires, la!)our'cl, and took 
Pains, to plunge thcmfclves again into their firmer 
Licencioufnefs by the Invention of Comeij. I Ihall 
keep fliy (elf to Trjgvi^^ which it the moft noble iffri«^ 
tMti^n ; itt which, all the Parts of an HIrsiV Pdem are - 
ooiBprii'd. 

How fliort foever this Account may bey. it is yet - 
fafficient to Jet you fee that JlM^rjp is an Art \\ for fince 

has a certain Mmt^ there inuft be fome certain- Way 
of attiiring at that JBjU. No Body can doubt orfa ^ 
evident a Truth, th^t in all Things, where theie ma/ . 
be a J^i^*^ and I^'^'JT? ^^te is an. Att^ aiid fiire > 
Rules to lead you to the iidrner, and direft. you how 
to avoid the lattec 

The Qiieftion therefore now i% Whether thefe Rules '■■ 
are kaown, and whether they are thofe which are \ 
given us by Anfioilf f This jQpeilion is no %k/s doubt- • 
ful than the fojrmer; I mnft alfo confe^ that this 
cannot be deterrokiM, but by the Uuhatned^ whoy be*- 
caufe they are the greater Number^ I ihaU make my 
Examinacioa in their Favour. To do this with iome 
fort of Method, there are fome Things to be conll* 
der'd, ( i. ) Wh^pyts the RwUs f (1. )• The Time when 
he giresthem. ( ) The Manner^ in whkh be gyts them^ 
(^ j^) And tb^^ Bfi^i fhey h^yt wnu^t in difkrent Timet- 
•n tikferent Btafle. For I believe, nrom thefe four Gir- 
cumftanpes, I can Iraw fiich CondoikNu,. as^the moft- 
obftiiiace ihall not be able to deny* 

He, wha gives thefe Rules, i». one of the greateit 
JBJsilofp^^f^ that ever was in the World ^ his Geniu» 
was ktge, suid of ^ vaft Extent ^ the great Diicove* 
ries he maile in all^ Sciences,, particularly in the 
Knowledge of Man^ are certain Sigiw^ that he had» 
fui&ueat it^fight into onr Saflbns, t^ diibover the? 
JKm^ of the Ukt ff: Beetry^ which is fiotusded on thenu. 
But I ihaU fuTpendvmj Judgment, and pa£i-on to thp 
Zkift k itUcb-hc p.vt. theft Ai/ci» 
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I find, that he was bom in the Age, in which 
gedy firft appeared, or at leaft made its firft Advances 
towards Perfection. For he liv>d wxtli the Diiclples of 
Xfchylus^ who brought it out of tonfufion^ and he 
had the^fame Mafters, that Sofhocles and Euripides had^ 
who carryM it to its utmoft Perfedtion. Befides, he 
was Witnefs of the Opinion, that the moft nice, and 
knowing People of the World had of this Poem. ^Tis 
therefore impoifible, that Ariftotle (houM be ignorant 
ofthtOriginj Frogrejs^ '^^fig'h and Effefts-of this jlrt; 
and confcquently even before I examine theft Rutes^ 
lam perfedtly sdTurM, on his Account, who gives 
them, that they have all the Certainty and Authori- 
ty, that Rules can polHbJy have. 

But when I came to examine the Manner in whIclK 
Ari^tU deliveirs them, I find them fo evident^ and 
fo: conformable to Katnre, that I cannot but be ^en- 
lible, they:ate true. For Artfibtlt gives not his Bules 
as LigiJUtors do their Laws, without any other Rtafin 
than, his , Will ; all that he advances is confirmM by^ 
Reasons dirawn from the common Sentiments of Man- > 
Jtind, fo that Men themfeJves become the Rult and. 
Meafure of^ what he lays do^vii/ Thus, without 
coniidering, that tlie Rides are of almoil eqaal Date 
with the Art:^ they - teach^ or any PrepolTeffion in- 
■ favour of -4ri^of/«'s Name ;i f for 'tis the Work that', 
ought to rttfjke the Name valuable, and no^ the Name- 
the Work > I ,iin<d my fclf obligM to Aibroit to -all his^ 
Deciflons, the Tmth of which I am convinc*d of in 
xHy fell^ and -whofc Certainty I diftfover by Reafbn, 
and Experience,: which, never yet deceivM any Body. 

To this I ihall-addj The BfeBs xolM theft Rule t hay 
fr**AucfA in aUAges^ on diferent Sorts ofPeofie ', and I x 
iind, thatasit^ey made the Beauty of the Poems of 
Uomer^ Sefbgcies^ - and Eutipidm in Gteecej ftdm whiclv 
they vere draw% €o ibur or five Huhdired Yed^rs after, 
they adkora?.d^ the. Poems o£ Firpi^ and other fanikousi 
Latin J?oeri; and that now after two Xhei>taild Years, 
they make the beft Tragedies^ we havf} in which aa 
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that pleafes only, does To as it is conformable to thefe = 
Mules (and that too without one's being aware of it) 
and what is difpleafing is fuch, becaufe it is contrary 
to them ; For good Sevfiy znd right Reafin^ is of all / 
Countries and Places ; the fame Subjects, which S 
causM fo many Tears to be fhed in the Roman Tlieatrey \ 



produce the fame EiFedl on ours ; and thofe Things, 
that then gave Diilafte do the fame now. From 
whence I am convince, that never any Laws had 
iuch Force and Authority. Humane La«fS expire, ok, 
change very often after the Death of* thofe, who 
enabled them, becaufe Circumftancies change, and the. 
Interefis of whom they are made to ferveare diffe-; 
rent; but thefe ftilJ gain new Vigour, becaufe they, 
are the Laws of Nature, which always a& with 
Uxiiformity, renews them inceifiintly, and gives them 
a. perpet^tf Exigence. . . , 

I won^t pretend, however, that thei of: this 
An are fo firmly eilabIi£bM, tjiat it is isnpoffihle ito; 
add any thing^ to them ; for tho' Tfagtdy^mir^W its. 
propec Parts, it is pollible, that one of them may yet 
arrive at a greater Perfe£bion. lam perftiaded, that 
tho' we have been able to add nothing to the Subjefi^ 
or Meaiis, yet we have added fomething to the Man* 
ner. But all the new Bifcoveries are/fo.far from^gde- 
ilroying this Efhbkihment, that thf^y. do nothing 
more thaji ponfirm it. For Nature is . never; contrary 
to it fejf and we ina.y apply to the At^t of Boetry^ 
what Hyfocratts fays of Hiyfic, — Phific (fays he) « 
of long ftanding^ has fure Frincifles^ and a certain Way^ 
by vrhichin the Cburfe of many Agei, dtt Infinity of Things 
bayi ht.en difioyer'^d^ of vljich Experience toi^rms the Guod" 
ntfs. All tltat is wantifig for the Terfe&ion ef this Art^ 
vill^ withpUt doyhty he found otsty by thofe ingejii^Us Metiy 
vbo xsiillftit^i for t^, according to thejnili unions and 
Eules of the Antients, and endeayour to arriye at what 
is unknown^ hi^wfiap, ,is alr^^dy f lain and eytdefHt. > fof 
wljoeyer fiallboajl^ tliat ie has obtaihld this Art iy r«« 
jeftiiig th^ Ways of the Afttientij and fwrfainj^ ci ^uu* 
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iiferen* Triuh^ deie^is itIScr;, and is hmfiif deeiiy^^ 
hecsufi that U Mk/h/utwiy imffoMli. 

This TrbTh extendi it ftlr to all Arts and Sciences ; 
nor is it any difficalc Mitter to fin'V'a proper Etample 
in our Subject; ThettisnttWint^Tra^Sefj where 
the Management is dxMdbly oppontc to rh:ir of the 
jintitms, According:to the Rules of Ar^otle^ aTV^r- 

'Vftf)^ is the Tiiiiration ofait A}|t?gori<:a!, and Uitivet' 
Ul A6ikni^ which by th^ Means of refror «nd Gfmfap- 
fioMj mo'Seiates and c<>rre^s our Inclinations : Riit ac* 
cording ti» th^ li-t^f Trilji?rft«, it is an Tmitation of 
ibme fmnkwUf Mfhn (as in js^Aentf of many A^i- 
M$) which aiFeds no Body^ and is only invented to 
arooie the SpeiSbitors by the Flat or QnravelHng of a 
vain Intrigue tho' this is ftr beyond nnr En^Hp 
Authors, who h^ve not even that to pretend tOy 
which tends only re excite aind -^tislie our CurioHty, 
amd . tor up our PalHolis^ indead of rendering ih<^m 
«alm,ajid <|uiet. f hlsii not only hot th^/knf# ufr^, but 
eanbe none at alT^ fince it tends to no Good, and is a 
jure L»ye without aiiy Mixture of Truth- - What Ad- 
vantage caai be drawn from this Falihood ? in fhorf, 
it is not a Mfk^ and by Consequence is not at all a 
Ttagtdj^ for a Tragedy cannot fnWift without a Afi/fi 
We come -now m the fitft Conlequence, which we 
4yaw ffom What we have eftabliihed, and fha] I en- 
deavour to prove, that our I/nv;^ and wKut plerfis^ 
can never be oppofite^ fince the Hu/^f^ wcfre only made 
Ibr that/which does pleafe, and are dire6led only to 
ihew you, and point out the Way Aat you muft walk 
in to dofb. By this we fhalldeibroy that falfe Maxim^ 
Jlj4it all that pieafes isgpod^ wouM aflert what we ought 
on the^ coatraiy fo fay that — Ail that tf pad^ f^^h 
•r t^ pleafi^ For the Goodnefs of any Work, 

whatever does not proceed fronj this,, |hat it gives us 
Wevfure-, but the Pleafiire, that we have, proceeds 

• horn its Goodnefs, unkis o^r deluded Eycs^ sind cor^ 
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ffthe Rults^ and that wfwhpk^s^ were Things op^ 
pofitCj a Poer couM never arrive at giving Pleafere 
bttt by mfer Chancey which is abfurd* There mwft i 
ibr that Reafon be a certain Way that leads thitbes^ 
and that Way is rhe Jb«/«, whick we onght to^ leam» 
Bat this Hiife being drawn from the Tleg^nt and the 
Ifrtfitdble^ lead*" ns to their very Source. The Tie^ttm 
and the ProfitMe^ is that which pfeafes natturally ^ 
this it is that in aJl Jtrn we confult, aiul is the mofft 
fiire and perft'^t Mode} that we can imitate* In it we 
£nd ^tfc€tUnky and On/irr ; for it felf is Orrfer, cnrto 
l^ak more properly the ££Fe£t of Order, and the Ruiti 
which condnds its thither. There is biit one Way to 
Cnd Omier, bur a great many to iaJl into Coafufion. 

There wouM be nothing bad in the World if all 
that fUds>d were good*^ for there is nothing fo ridicu^ 
Ions, but what will' have its Admirers. Yoamayfay 
indeed^ that it is no trtter^'that what is good fJirfeSy 
becaufe we every Day find DifputCB of tike Gomij and 
the Bb«/4»^; that the ia»e thing pleaiesibme, and 
4iQ>l€^res others; nay, it pleafes and difpleafes the 
Tery fame 2>eifoa at di^ient Tinxes. From whence 
then proceeds this Difierence f It comes eithet fitm 
an abfolute Ignorance of the Itules, or that the Pa^ 
ons alter it. Rightly to clear this Truth, I believe^ 
1 may lay down this Maxim^ that all feniible Obje£b 
are of two Sorts ; fome may be judgM of by Senfe in* 
dependently of Reafon ; (Icall Senfe, that impreffions 
which the Animal Spirits make on the Soul> otiiett 
cari^ be judgM of but by Realbn eXeicisM in Science.^ 
Things Amply agreeable, or difagreeable, are of the 
firft Sort I Ail the World may judge alike oftheie. 
Fdt Example, the molt ignorant in Mufic obferves 
very well when a Imintfi flrikes CMie String for ano- 
ther, efj)ecia31y if they ftrike out of Tune, becswifehe 
judges by his Senft, and that Senfe is his Jtn/e. On 
iiich Opcaiioiis we may triply fay, that what fUafts xs 
gMi, becaufe that which is pod does pleafe, or that 
which is W iieVei: faib to dirpk%&«. lot. ^v^^^ 



ijS T)3eC§mflete Art o/Poetry. 

Paflions nor Ignor^uice dull the Senfes ; nay, on the 
contrary, they Iharpen them. But it is not the fame 
Things that fpring from Reafon. Pafiion and Igno- 
rance a6t very ftrongly on thi?, and very often check 
it ; andthisis rheCaufe why judge fo indifferent- 
ly of theft Things, of w'hichReaibn is theJtzc/e and' 
Caufe, Why what is Brfrf often ^/frf/ej, and that which 
is ijooi does not always do fo, is not the fault of the 
Objeflr, but of him who judges. But what is Good 
wiJl infallibly f/r^/c thofe who can judge, and that is 
fufiicient. By this we may fee, that a Play, which 
{hall bring thofe Things, which are to be judgM of by* 
Reafon within the R«/ej, as alfo what is to be judged 
of by tlie Senftj .fhall never fail lo pltafe^ for that will 
plealb both the Learnid^ and the Jgmrafujf Now this 
Conformity of Suffrages is the molt fure, and accord- 
ing to Arrftot/e^ the only Mark iof the Goo^, and the 
Heafant, Now thefe SufiPhiges are not obtainM but by 
the Obfervation of tht Rules ^ and confequently thefe 
Bules are the only Caufe of the Goo</, and the Heafant^ 
whether they are followM methodically, or by Dc- 
£gn, or by Accident only. For it is ^certain, that 
there are many Perfom, who are entirely ignorant 
of thefe \RM/e^, who do not however fail ofSuccefs in 
ipme Particular. But this is far from deftroying the 
RM/ei, iince it ferves only to ihew their Beauty, and 
proves how far they are conform^tble to Naimt^ iince 
tliofe often follow them wha know nothing of them^ 
as our Shakeffear. 

. It is Time to come to the laft Gonft^uence, that 
2Wrr^ is aii ylrr invented for the Inftni6tion of Man- 
kind, and confequently muft be frofitdSIe, 'Tis a ge- 
neral Tiuth, that every ^rris a good Thing, becaiife 
there is none, whofe End is not good. But as it is not 
lefs true, that Men often abufe the befl Things, that 
which was deijgn'd for a wholfome Remedy, may in 
Time become a very dangerous Poifon. I fpeak not 
therefore ffays DacierJ of corrupted Tragedy^ for it 
is not La. deprav'd Writcjs^ that we muft look foe 
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Meafottj and the Intent of Nature^ but in thofe, who 
are found and perfect, ' I fpeak of the Ancient Tragedy^ 
that which is conformable to Arifioteh Rulet^ and I 
dare fay, that it is the moft profitable and neceflary" 
of all Diterfions. r. 

If *twas pofiible to oblige Meh to follow the Precepts 
of the Gofftl^ nothing couM be more defirM or hap-, 
py in that they wou'd lintl true Peace and folid Plea- 
furc, and a Remedy for all their Infirmities, and 
wouM look on Tragedy as uf«lefs and below them, 
Put as fo much Corruptibn is inconfilfent with fo 
ranch Wifdom, the ancient Heath eii Philofophers were ■ 
forced to feek a Remedy to the Diforders of the Plea- 
flires of Mankind. To this End they invented Trage'^ 
dyy as a Means which was able to correft the Vices 
into which they plung'd themfelvesat their PelHvals, 
and to render thofe Amufements profitable^ which 
Cuftom, and their Infirmities, had made neceiTary^ 
and their Comiprion very dangerous. 

Men are the fame now that they were then*, they 
have the fame Pafliohf, and run with the lame Ear-; 
ncftheis after Pleafures. To endeiavour to reclaini^ 
them from that State by the Seveirity of Fi^ceftSj is' 
no more than the attempting to put a Bridle on an' 
unraly Horfe in the midft of his Carreer. In the 
mean while there is no Medium, they run into the 
mod: criminal fexcefs, unlefs you afibrd them regular' 
and fober Pleafures.- 'Tis a great Happinefs, that? 
their remaining Reafon encUnes them to lovfe DiVer-* 
iion«, where there i$ Orderj and Speftacles where 
Trutf} is to be found.' "Wiofe People are diftemper^d^ ' 
and Tragedy is all the Remedy they are capable of re- 
ceiving any Advantage from ; for it is the only Re- 
creation in which we can find the Agreeable and the ' 
Profitable. 

But this is not Ai the common Scribbles of the 
Times, but in a perfcft.and general Fable, Which on- 
ly can give a general inftru£lion, and to forni this 
Fable, and make it perfcdt in all its Parts \ to attain 
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^IbiisadinirabJeEiid) Order, Harmony and Deiignnmft 
be fixr, ami thofe are only ro br fbuiul in the Rule* 
liiid down by Arifiotle. The Excellence, of which I 
think I have matle fnfSciently evident from Voder. 

If, Sir, you have now any thing to objedt again (fe^^ 
wkatl hare delivered, I fhould be glad to hear it. 

I conftfs (faxd Tyro) ! cannot deny theReafons you 
have iirgM from Mr, DaeUr^ and I believe^ th^^t if 
jlrifiotle were a little more ftudy^d by our Tragtdy f^i- 
teri, we ibouM have their Works of a longer Life 
than they now generally enjoy, Biic as Tr^edy is net i 
the only Sort of Wintry that ha^ app^rM in the 
World, fo I canH find, l^at we-fhou^d be at a Lofs in 
deciding the Standard in fcveral other S^xn of Fottry* 

As for that fanfwerd Laud§nJ we have Reafen^i 
and Nature^ and the ^raCtict of the Amients in all the 
valuable Parts of it. And as all Fottry Imitation^ . 
jfrifatU will be no little lltlp to us in^ thofe very 
Parts, which hfi hais not pisofefledly. touchM npon* , 
It is AiiHczent^ I think to the Point, that we have, 
been arguing upon, that it is evident, that as there 
is a Rifhty and a Wroi^y in all Prark^/ Performancefi 
ib there nrnft be a certain Way of knowing which is f 
the Right^ and wluch the KWji^ .e}ft all mud be Coiz- 
fifi^n \ and every Man being Uft Judge of thefe Qua- 
lities, there wouM be no iuch thing at lafl, if there 
were not ftated RmUm of them ; and I think it is. as > 
plain, that thefe fiAttJil3L\k\t% art to be found in Arifi^- 
tUy Btrsue^ and their beft Commentators. And till 
fome new Di&overer lhall arife, who IbaJl {hew iis^ 
from a farther IVw^Mtioji in^ Nautre, fUat. oiur pre* 
£uit Guides have mxftaken ker, we ought to .be di- 
re£ledby them. 

For my Part (Ckid Manilia ) I have but few Objecli* 
pns to make to what has been faid, and as they come 
from a Woman uninformV by L«Aning, I hope tlicy 
will meet a favourable Hearing. The tirftis in the 
Behalf of Oftra\ that is in the Juftification of Muftcii 
AJJ tha^ ran be faid. can never perfuade our Ear?, and. 
fyf^wt to bc.pleasM wkb^du^YiVdcVv vUaCts them. . 
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Arid next, though I (hi)ii\l own thatit feem? a«ceila 
tf^ thai JCha:e-liiouIl he.)2W-J^ 
Wroi^in ^•etry^ as well as in aJJ Things elfe; yet 
whilft you Men wp^) uji tlut Knowledge in fuch 
diflfieultgatnd obfcure Terms, that \v:e IVomen cannot eafl- 
underftand them ; yoti labour at a Point which can 
*wve» be obraiaM, ftir that wmiM exclude our Sex 'from 
the Prerogative we have of deciding on the fuhllck 
.Vir^rfiotis^ wliich we (hall never willingly part with. 

. As for youx~£rft Qb^ei^lLon fpiid Lauion) we do not 
endeavour ^to di(rua(ie;ybur Ears and Eyes, not to be 
plcis'd wirh lyhat diiicrts them. All' tbJtt we aim 
at is to pcrfuade you not to be meer Senfualifts, and 
pay more Utfcrerice to the Gratification of thofe two 
Senfes, than to that of jrour and Underfia?tding \ 

nay, nbt to facrifice your J^eafin and your Underftand- 
jTfj to the Gratification of thofe two Senfts,. We 
wouM not pretejid to e56clude the noWe Entertainment 
oFMufic-f w6wouM toly have it reducM to its primi- 
tive Inftitution to be fubfervient i;o iPo^etty^.. anil m^t^fo 
overwhelm it. ^^e wouM have it the Serv4«t,'!and 
>iiot the Mafitr^ is it originally was. 

ilis for the latter, tho^ my Fwerid Gdmaliel defigns a 
^iece for the Publick to reiider CYiticifm eafy and fa7 
^mHiar to the Ladies, yet if he, and this Company, 
think fif^o humour me with two or tliree Meetings, 
J dp not queftion.but we iiay run through a41 the 
Parts oftHtfj in fuch a Manner as ma^y give a Lf^i^ 
of your good Seiifc^ a perfe^ View of the Jin of 
JPwtfy in all its Parts. ; 

Tjxo znd rMitnilut feemW mightily pleasM with the 
J^ropofal, %nd agreed to meet two pays after in order 
^to begin the Difquifition. But Mrs. i^modey Jjffachur^* 
and Tom Xnfi^^ jnaade a Jcft of it, and after Ccrcmo- 
inies part, . took their ieai^'e. . > 

And this Cr'ttts was the SuLfftance of our fepoi>4 Con- 
vert tion^ in which if I have done Jiiftice to the Pcr^ 
ifons whtf made up the DifcoUt£e,>and come "^^>aj|: 
jmoiions of fhe Mattcji, 1 a^m iixi'-fv^^ i\v»x\ >xsv 
Aam ti^e Truth. 

^ £ni jfrfcc Second I>i4los*er 
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THE 

Complete A R T 

P O E T R Y, 

DIAL O G U E m. 

Of the Manner^ Rules ^ and Art of Compofing 
Epigrams, Paftorlils^ Od^s, £5'^'* , 

TH U S far^ Crttes^ I have given you Account 
of ourCohverfationat the ^^igVnious L4Kio«% 
which reached no Tarther than the Prelimi- 
naries of the An of foetrj^ I apw c.OKne tQ tjie Pre- 
cepts of the Art it felf, in which you muft not exped 
the fine. Turns of Pontinel/iy . >\h6fe'Subje^ j^y^s ii|npk, 
si'nd allbwM Room for EmhelliChmeiu^^ .^wh^ch .the 
'prefeilt Subjfe^i, coiififeig of fiicri Va^ietyi csi^nnot 
.adm\r, without fwiljipg^/the Vohi^i? into. j^BiUk 
iiot fo agreeabfe to the Bu>^r5 as ldeljr;e.ith|.s.^ 
be. I think it fiifficient to the End' and! Aln^ of my 
Undertaking, if, from \vhat pafs'd, I give only in- 
telligible and plain Rules obvious to the Capacity of 
every Reader of Common Sehfe. / ' . ... ^ 
~ " According to Agreement, Tjtb zii^ Mjintfti , mep in 
Oide^ to purfiie our pifcourfe. For )i?iyihg| found 
that feriticifm 'was abfohitely'n^^ tp. dxfUflgiufli 

l)ct\veefi \<rhat \\*hs good and ivHat was.b?^d^j i^^-jpi- 
raf ly \gave them 1 Defire orknowi'ugj tl>i: RvMy$ o£ 
each I^Aft of then), that they it\lg>\\t .?ou"Ol xV^vx j^vx^^^ 
men t by them. ' ^ K: 
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As foon as we were ^ Seated and left to our ielves, 
».Alas! Old Manilia) I defpair of ever attaining the 
Art of CnHd/m; tile Taik is too difficult, and fo man7 
Qualifications are requirM^ that I fear it is impoilible 
that I ihouM ever make any tolerable Benefit of all 
my Enquiries and Application that Way. 

Whence arife thefe Diffiailties (fkid Laudon) which 
feem to cool that Ardour with which you appearM to 
l)e fo fir'd, to diftinguilh your felf from the vulgar 
Readers and Hearers when we were laft together. ; . 

Laft Night (reply'd MamlU) I happcnM to caft my 
Eyes on a certain celebrated Author, who al^fpJutely 
requires a Skill in the learned Languages, and a Fami- 
liarity with the Greeil and L^'tn Poets, to the for- 
ming a juft Critic, Logic and feveral other difficult Sci- 
ences he alfo makes necefTary to the fame End; Ac- 
complifhmeuts which we Women can rarely arrive af. 

Be not difcouragM, fair ManUia (aflum^d Laudon) by 
thefe Bugbears con jurM up by the Spirit of Pedantry,and 
the A£Fe<^ation of fome Men of Learning, who would 
engrois the Knowledge of things tp themfelves,as a Re- 
compence of their Pains and Time fpent in attaijiing 
of Words ; Good Senfe and Nature is of all Languages, 
aud true Criticifm is only good Senfe and Nature with 
^eafon, let the Pedants preach Avhat they plea^fc ^ 

I foiiacrly told 3^14, of a- Sort of , Criticks;who 
were the ^lut-BraJfers parnaffus , and I am for^y, 
that I mult fay,, thai this Qentlei?)a^v> (fo^ I knqy the 
Author by what you have, faid) 4ifcq\rer^ bimfclf 
19 be one of this Fraternity; for indeed the whole 
Subftanceancl Aim of his Difcourfe oiv this Head, is 
that if you read lYi^ Greok and i/iti;2 Poets, without 
Lender flanduig (I will add) without a Maftefy in the 
Crtek and, Latin Laxig^ages^ you \vill ; not be >aUl- to 
difcover the Beauties and Graces of the Di^lion qf 
thofp admirable Poets« For this reaches no farther 
than the J>i(9^ion,: .the. bare S^pre/lioii, whi^h I have 
formerly (be\yM: yoii was draw^i^ from' Grammar and 
Rlietorick^ and only admittecl, 11119 , Poexty ^ ^-s. ^.N ^- 
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iicle ft>r «ore pleslhig t^vcyance oif die 'ttbrC 
valuable aiid truly poetical Qnalides of Invention^ 
Dirpo(]tio% TaMe, Clma^len, Pailions, Howe- 
ver, I fhall bbfem, that his Aathor ditfen very 
tnuch in his Notion" «f a Critic inrit4i fomet>f Ms Fra- 
ternity^ with tvhom iie has not diiUaiR^d to |oin 
'himfelf, tko^muoh above their Level ^ for he jnak^ 
a Critic a very confidetable Perfbti) and requires as 
wauy AccoRipliihment^ in hinK, as ai« generally gi- 
ven to lf«»f«r and #^*iji7; whereas, the 'Others ^(f mran 
the merry l>amghers at aJU things ierious and folid) 
make a very defpicaUIe Animal of him, and t%irn the 
Name of Critic into Ridicule, as an Impertinence not 
to be endiirM i*' a polite Con verfarion, 

For my Part, I think them in an Error on both 
«ides. For firft, I do not fee, that afl this Depth df 
learning, the Knowledge of ali the Sciences, and 
the -like, are abfbfute^y neoeffary to the forming a 
a very good Critic, that is a Judge m Poetry, in any 
one, or in aH its Parrs^ Good Senfe, a.^noii^dge of 
%he Rtries, aitd a Tafle or GiUlo in A4rt and Nature^ 
and a Converfation ^irh the bed Authors 'he 'Can ui>> 
derftand, are Qualifications fufficient to make a good 
Judge of hi-in who underftands not one Word of Latin 
or Gretk^ of Homw or i^irgU^ in thek o^vn original 
Drefs. For the <Di(£li6n only depends upon the 
Knowledge t>f the Tongues, • Part ^as I have ofteA 
oWervM) on4y of Grammar and Bhet^ric^ and not iVe- 
and ibr that Reafon, '^f^ot/e only tranliently 
touching on it, rcfers^dii to thoie for you|r Accom- 
^liihment in it. 

1 would not be'inifiindet^ood here, in what I fs^ 
againft the Pedants, as if I would extend my Cen^tre 
«to theCondemnation orf die Gmit An dlxftin Languages, 
'or the^tudy of theni^ Tiiereisnodoabt, but that they 
are ^cellent and ^ erfe^ «nd that the^mdy of them 
-is of great »U'fe, if podh^d by thofe who know, that Lan^ 
gMgc-is only tlie 9hdl of Learning, and not Learning it 
UI£ Ajid £bx Opc^k and IdsHn^Hu confefsM, that we are 
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indebted to them for all our Polkenels, for.all our 
iirii and Sciences ; but thei^ I mull lay tliat we owe- 
likewifip a. very great Evil to them, and that is Pbd^m- 
T RY, which^has l)rought fo great and juft (it I may fay 
fp) a Sandal <m Letters : And this will be difcover'd 
through all the Difguife of a linooth Stile, and Gentle- 
man Uke Air, more or U(s according to the degree of 
In£edion, with which the Perfon labours. I am fbrry 
I-dircover fo much oE this Diflemper in this Author, for 
there, feems ^ Pride of Knowledge in the(e Languages, 
which exalts him. above any one who does not under, 
fiand them ; whereas it veryoften happens, that the moil 
knowing in the dead, are the leaft Co in the living 
Tongues,which they were born to (peak,aa Error highly 
and juftly condemn'd by Mr. Locke, in his Difcourie oa 
Education. Though Mr. M at ta i r e, a Pupil of Doc- 
tor Busby's, has carried this Notion of the Study of 
the dead Languages farther than I know of; for he, 
writing what he calls an Eitglijh Grammar (by which in- 
deed he plainly difcovers that he does not underiland 
EngUfi at all) will have it in his Preface, that to know 
our own Language we muft be Mailers of Greeky becaufc 
the Technical Words or Terms of Art are deiiv'd from 
the Gftekj but by Parity of Reafon he might; as well 
hiiye urg*d the neceiTuy of our underilanding ail the. 
Tongues of Europe as well living as dead, fince much 
ojf our TcHigue is deriv'd from them all. From, this 
faliCe Opinion is fprut^ another as injurious to Learning i 
and that is tlie giving the Name of a Scholar chieHy, if 
not only, to thofc, who are Grecians or Latinijis ; 
whereas I have known a Cheefemonger, one Mr. Fot* 
ter by Name, who, .without one Word of Greek or La- 
tiny was infinitely a greater Scholar than many of thefe 
celebrated Linguills, j tor this Mr. J^otter was a Mafter of 
all the Circle of the Arts and Sciences, and could dif- 
coiirfe more rationally on tliem. than many oi' our Uni- 
verfity Men, who cpntemn'd hi$ Ignorance of all 
Tongues but his own, ^ 
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BUc to anfwer all tKefe Diificulttes hy zn Bsmfie 
againft which there will be no Exception, let us look 
over the Examen or CriticiCfc of the brighteft Perfbft 
concemM in the Tatlers and Spectators, k\ 
his OMervatiotw on M'ilton's Paradise Lost, 
and fee -if* there be- any need of Gre^ or LtUin^ or the' 
underftanding of fo many Arts and ^ciencesy to apprehend 



to sm^.Eftglip Reader ; ht had elfe mi6*d his Aim, the 
> RraiCe of ttiat exalted Aiithor, which he has made out 
T< with a great deal of Cleamefs and Eafe. 

Paitmg therefore all this Clamour over as mere Gift- 
mour in<feed, and Afifedation of being thought fingular, 
and above the Cenfure of all but ihtUngf^fiM, I (hall 
proceed to another Error of - this Author you have men- 
tion'd; and that is, that he exclude all imdiii^ fault 
Bom the Duty of a Critic; though it be as pkin as any 
thing can be, that Aristotle in his Aft^of Fmfy- 
has not one Chapter in which he does not expofe andf con* 
dcrnn fome Fault of one Poet or other, Bbc then he (ays 
the Beauties were likewife (HewiT, and had theit due*^ 
Fraife ; I grant it, but that was becaufe the Poets he 
confider'd had their Beauties. If any Critio in our Age 
iHould fallen a celebrated Poem, and ei^ofe the Fauks 
in it, without pointing out the Beauties, he-may^well be 
cxcufed ; fince'm many of 'them there is not tty be' found 
fb nniih as one beautiful' Line^ as -i cOU*d «tfily prove, 
were this a Place and Time; 

I (hall idn* with him in declaring againft tho(e falfe 
Crttia, who are fond t>f fiudinff, and cocpofttg Peccadil* 
Jo's, and of turning any valuable Things int^ Ridicule. 
I am as<much agahiiVthat un^ir Mirth as he, and allow 
that the Critics of Reputation of all Countries, have 
treated the- Authors j who fall under their Codideration^ 
in another Manner. And yerl muft needs fty, that if 
a Man were to write on Come Mens Performance*, it 
wou'd be a hard Matter ta avoid being M^rry at their 
taking Abfurdities. Nay the Rehbars al, I believe. 




will 
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will alvrays be allow'd a very gddd Cridcifih, atid'yec it 
is compos'd wholly of Mirth amV Ridicule. ' I know df 
bift one Critic bcftdes ill our Tongue who his'attempt- 
£d ft, aftd that islvir. R i m e r', who, not'tdchfttiidihg 
what this Gentlettiail %s and the reft o^ his FraterrAity^, 
will always be allow'd to have been a Man of g^heral 
Learning, and chaif hs Criticifm$ are generally, if not 
wholly, juftw And this is owifefsM by Mc. BRTD tii 
himfelf, who was not the mbft indulgent Perfon ici xht 
World to Men of that Chancftd-. 

I fltaUr only add! ono Remark more^ thxt by' this Gen* 
tleman's' infidncii^ig TaffagiSy fVorUsy md the 'like, h6 
(eemr to refer all Criticifin to the 2)i£Ff0if, without re«> 
gard to the more important Parts of Poetry. ^ So that 
when he talk^ of Griiics finding out BeMtties in the Au^ 
thors they coafider, :he means only Comm^mators ^ 
Make» odF Notes, Explainers of Expreflions, of which 
we have faid fiifEcient already, but may perhaps tfupaf'- 
y^if^ add (ometUng mort} herea/Rler* Such w4s ScAuqiR 
j on HoM^R, tand moit o£ tJiofe Critics^ agaiiift wiionl 
' Aristotle defends H o m £ r> Words ^d £xpr6& 
iiom* ...... 

Having thust M^dam,. I ^ope anfwer'd your Q^ot^aT 
tipn. frpm th^ Sfeffatior in ail it^ P(^ints, :^an4 ,fliwn yoq^ 
' that you may be a very good Judgr of i^n Engiip fo^ 
I of afi^ Kind, witljkDUt the knowiiedge of Gveil\ an<^ If^i^ 
or being; conyeHant witl^ the Auchgirs 411 thofe Languages^ 
' whether Political .pj;^ Critical ,i let us proceed-, by taxing 
down our Rules of Judgment iii all thcte Cafes, tamake 
this plain beyond a Contradiffion. r . 

You have ind^od ((aid Ma n i l i; a) appeaVd my Ap«^ 
prehenfions, ^nd I ^egia new again to^hopp ^tiiat.a j^fff>^^ 
map may be abl^ to judgpfpr herielf^ in Mattprsjbt )^o-j 
ctry, and i^ot pm'her Faitli Qii the. DiSatesjpCthe lA^p^ 
' who would impbfe upon us by their jidrd \vbrd^^-jwhipF\ 
we do not undefftand. i cbnfefs, I cou*(j wlfli we Kai 
a little more liberty iii our Opinions in Reli^piis Mat-j 
tcrs, than entirely to depend on the bcci(Joi\ 

G A ^ivdw 



€48 ST he;Comf^ete A H T of P o £. t K 

Prieft; but t6 ,be un4er the fame Hardftu{>$ in Poetry 

•js a. Crtiyance not to h^ bprne. / • 

I yOu therefore, begin to enlarge my U^er-. 
".ftandiiig by coming jto what wfe met abdut, ^at 

the feveral Kules of Excellence in every Kind 
of Poetry. . . . 

I fliall willingly comply with your Defires, (faid 
' 1. A u D o n) but fihce. the. Task is fome thing long* I 
muft.beg Jto be relieved fometimes by my Friend 
Gamaliel. And , fince we will begin from the 
lowfeft Range -of: Verfes, which lays claim to the 
Name of Poetry, I will lay the Burthen on 
whilii: I difpatch a little fiufinefs, whidh has unex- 
pededly fummon'd my Attendance : But before he 
nas gone throi^h the Eptgramy the FafiotalSf ^nd 
fome otliers, I will be with you again. 

L aud e N>on this withdrew) and I beg^n in tl&i 
Manners • 

' 'Of alt the Works in Verfe which the Antients 
have left as> the Efigram is of mudi the leaft Con-, 
iideration ; yet is it not without its proper Beauties 
and Defers. Its Beauty, either in a delicate Turn, 
or in a lucky Word. The Grecians feem to have 
had another Idea of this Sort of Poem, than what 
the Laths^ hTid. The Greek Epigram runs ap!pn a 
Turn of Thought, that is natural, but fine and fub- 
tle. The Latin Epigram^ by a falfe Tafte, that pre- 
vaird in the firft Decay of the pure Lathtity or 12a- 
man Language, endeavours to furptize the Mind by 
fouie nipping Word, which is call'd a Point. Yet 
Catullusy who liv'd juft befdre the Alteration of the 
Commonwealth into a^Monarchy hj Auguflusy fol- 
lAiw*d the Manner of the Gw^fej, which is much of 
I' fiher Chara£ler; for he endeavours to enclofe a na- 
tural Thought, in a delicate Turn of Words, and in 
the. fitttplicity of a foft Expreflion. MartiaJy who 
liy'd in the Time of Pomitian^ was in a manner the 

Author 
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Author of the other Way, of terminating of an or- 
dinary Thought by fome Word that is furprixtng. 
But Men .of a delicate Tafte have always prefer'd 
the Manner of C at u l l u s to that of M a rt i A l. 
Andreas N a n g e r i u s, a Noble Venetian of a 
fine Gbfto, facrificed yearly, a Martial to the' 
jidanh of C A T u r L u s. " I can fay nothing (fays 
^ Rapin) con(iderable on the Epigraramafifts of la- 
** ter Ages, It is^ one of the Sorts' of Verfe ia 
" which a Man has little Succefs ; for 'tis a meer 
" lucky Hit, if it proves well. An Epigram is little 
" wortn unlefs'it be admirable ; and it is fo rare (con*- 
« eludes hp) to make them admirable, that it is fuf- 
" ficient to have made b^e in a M^n's Life. 

Nbtwithffanding the Contempt with which the' 
beft Judges have ftigmatiid Epigram^ yet it has 
fi)und its Admirers ; Vavasor a Jefuh has writ- 
ten a large Book of the Art of Compofing it, and' 
of the Praif^ which he thinks its due. For my Part, 
thoi^fi I have no nianner of Relilh of it, I am yet 
for , retaining it as a (eparate Body ; that- the Lovers 
of pert Turns, quaint Thoughts, and Point may" 
have (bme way of venting themfelves, fo as not to 
corrupt the other Parts of Poetry with it, to the pre- 
judice of/Nature, and all Poetic Excellence. Pe- 
irarch began this abominable Manner, and has been 
fbllow'd by Writers of moft Nationi, but moft by 
our Englip, Tor as we deriv'd the Poliflilng bur 
Verfificatibrt from Itafyy fo we deriv'd too - great 
Evils from the farn^ Country, which have a&noft' 
fpoil'd fome of oar ' moft celebrated Authors. I 
mean the Romantic Vein of Ario^Oy which corrupt- 
ed Spenser; and this Itch or Points in all man^ 
ner of Subjefts, and in all Sorts of Verfe, by which 
Peti^arch has debauch'd .Cowley, Suck-' 
^ I N G> and too much of Waller himfelf. 
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I £igr.e(s : To return therefore to the Ej^gr4m 
it will 4?ot b^e ni^ratefol perhaps to give you a Sum- 
mary Apcoynt of its iRife. 

T^e Epigram had hoth its Ri£e and its Name from 
Infiriptions that were us*d to te either j/sngrav'd pr 
bu^ on fdlarsy on Waflsy JStillSngSj Stta^es^ Ijto^ 
pMesy Shlelfbf Ships y ai?d the like. " An4 this at fiift 
was .the general Meaning pf^the Word Ep^ram^ 
which was afterwards hcpcight ^ a more reftrain'd 
l^enfe. This Word was originally appropriated to the 
Infcriptions of Gifts offered in the Jempljes ; ther^e 
it cine to ^^pfe which were hung up the Tqipple- 
O^teSj; foon after it was tran,sfer'd tp ^Ijiofe InCcrip- 
tions whic^ ^pt& |to adprn Pnhlick buildings ; then 
to the Statues of the Cods or Heroes^ or Hen of 
£m^nenqey either Living or Dead. Axid dxefe^* 
fpriptions were fometimes compriz'd in one Word» 
fometimes ifi tyiCj and ' fit oth^ Times of |ev;er;il^. 
aifi tha^ hpth in Profe ^liid i|i Veiie* 
» The ihqrtneiS of thrfe I^cription* tqgfe fi^T^fa^lyp, 
l^ecauff c we ace ple^s'd to JbK>9v «(h^t nmfjdy £>£ ^ 
Wyhijch we dfejGre fp he ^^fo^m*^ ; ^ the}? ^>^, 
ipg put in^p Verfe, made them y«t agreiaMeV 
hoth by t^e Harmony of th^r NuiTsh^r^, an^ th^U , 
^pQiefs jto be r^ain'd by tixe ^j(Lelpory• .^w^ 
tpje W9^iv0s thai miajde P^eopk^jcwich uppi;i ^ Ef^^^xmex 
of Sfj^^8t$.in ^^^^ if jj^ey h^4 QC9j#Qn 

to ;^rite jiP^a i^iie^4 ^ g^*^^ 9f i^s^y Manner, pf 
^^n ;.t9 tjh^ir Mi^]^e$} w,h^ tli^ Ffietj^ h^d fou^ ' 
tiis g^nfi^i Pjope^uop, to this jflpiurt Way of Vfi- 
t|ng« fh^y ^flf^'d it iptp t^eir Ji^rpyiuce jis their 
EL^g^jtj Tbjjs came the Wprd Epjgr^ to be given 
to. aw (h w >Copy of Ve^ i' 

Thp Ef igram is i^d|eed ^riff n^Uf ? Sqrt of Poe- 
try inM.iniatufe, (ox it ta^s in ^ Si^bjp£is,^9th of t$e , 
greater and lefler Ppely; ^f/faitf|, Pjfpraiife^ Per-, 
fuafion : Nay, Vojptis and fome others have extended 
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it in fome Meafixre to tbe Siibje& of the Epic, Tra-^ 
gk and Ccmic Poem8» t^h'ich VoESms thus expreflss. 
It has this in con^mon with tt^HKr^ that it praifes 
the Gods, %roeS) and Men onminent Worth, as 
well as Tiee^ Cities* and the like. This it has 
comtnon "with ^tof^tJ^, that it relates thofe Things 
which beget Grief, Pity, and Admiration (biit by 
the Way Voffius- is oat in this, for Admiration is not 
a tragical Paffion.) Grief, by treating of crtrel E- 
vents ; P/ty, by the .Recital of them when they hap- 
pen to fuch us dq not deferve thera, or between Re- 
lations, efpeci^lly Parents and Children, Brothers 
and Sifters, and the like. Jdmiration,' by treating of 
future Events, efpecially when beyond our expeaa- 
tion one produces another, as in the Life of Oe^us. 
Laftly, it has this in comnaon with the old Comedy, 
that It lalhes Meti either hy their own, or die by fic- 
titious Names. 

I - have giv^ fou the mo& agreeable Side or Pro- 
file this fl»)rt Poem^ (which Sir William temple 
calls the Chips oir Scraps of Poetry) I ihall now 'add 
what the ^imirabk B^ihau (ays. upon ijt in his Art 
of Poetry. 

^he Epigram, v/iib UtiU Art compos* 
Is one gqod Sentence in-s Dijiicb cIoi'4L 

So that he allows but two Verles to make an Epi-* 
gtam, contrary not only to ManiaVs Pra£Hce in ma- 
ny, but even of Catullus. But to go on with thisr 
admirable Etencb Critic and Poet. 

^htfe PohttSi ttfhich By Italians frjt mre priz'd^ 
Our amient Jb^hors knew nof^ or defpis'd: 
%h ibeirfalfi Flesifitw, ^fuickfy they invite 
The Vu^ar^ dazjed ivitb tbeir glaring Light. 
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But public Favour fi increas*d their Fride^ 

*They overwhehaU Parnaffus with their 'Ijde,, ' 

^he MadrigaMwr/? they ov^contey 

And the fraud Jonrtet fell by the farrte Doom. ' 

With them grave T r age d y adorn d hef Fiightsi " 

And mournful Elegy her Funeral JRites, ' 

A Hero never fail'd them on the, St age j 

Without his Point, a Lover durfi not rage. 

*The amorous Shepherds took more care iopryoe^ 

Urue to their Point, than faithful to their Love. 

Each Wordy like Janus, had a double Face^ 

And Profe, as well as Verfe, allo^u d it Fhtce. 

Ithe Lawyer with Conceits adorn d his Speech^ 

^he Parfon without qtiibling coud not Freach^ 

At laft affronted Reafon look'd about y 

And from all ferious Matters Jbut them out ; 

Beclard that none Jhoud ufi them without Sbom^^ 

Except a Scattering in the Epigram ; ^ 

Frovidedthat hy Arty andin^B*tlmey 

^hey turn'd upon the *Thoughty and net the Rhfme. '^ 

VChuSy in all FartSy Diforders didakatey > > j 

Tet Quiblers in the Court had have to prate ; 

Jnjlpid JefierSy and unpleafant Foolsy 

A Corporation of dull punning Hols. 

*!fii npty hut that fometimes a dextrous Muje 

May with Advantage a turnd Senfe ahufi^ 

Andy on a Wordy may trifle with Addrefs. 

"But above all avoid the fond Excefsy 

And think not when your Verfe and Senfe are Lame^ 

With a dull Point to tag your Epigram. 

Thus far Boileau on the Epigramy by which you 
may eafily form your Tafte,'not only of that little 
Poem itfelf, but of that vicious Mixture, which our 
Writers too commonly make of it in the fublimer 
V^iu of Foe\ry. - > - 

But 
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But to give you Rules yet more [dainand peculiati 
I lhall <iiiote thofe in my Englijh GramfTtan*^ \ 

The Epigram in Short nefs takes 'DeVtghtj 

And tho all SubjeHs are its proper Rights > 

Yet each in One alone can only write, Jj j 

'Two Tarts this little Whole muftjiill coinpoje^ 

Recital of the Subjeft, and the Cfofe. 

Tor make this Foem perfeBy be your Care 

That Beauty y Pointy and Brevity appear, 

' That you the needful Brevity may claimy 
Let, one thing only be your lawful Ainu 
And in few Words that only thing exprefsy 
But Words that Force, and Energy confefs, 
B E A u T y's harmonious Symmetry of PartSf 
Which to the Whole an Excellence imparts ; 
Adorn d with fweet Simplicity and Truthy ' \ 

' The Diflion fiill Polite and he*er uncouth / 

This Beauty Sweetnefs always mufi comprize^ 
Which from the SubjeB weTl exprefid will rife. 
The Point in the Conclufton takes its Placoy 
And is the Efigt^'^s peculiar Grace, 
Some unexpeBedy and fome biting Thought y 
With poinant Wit; and fharp ExpreJJton frattghK 
From two to twenty Verfes it extepdsy . 
Butbeji *ibhenfw6 or four it not franfcendj„ , 

' But, I think I have been long enough on fo fhort. i 
a Poem, and indeed on a Poeip, for which I have 
very little Efteem, I lhall now advance to* tlia. 
Pafioral; much more Excellent in all its Parts, and, 
more Juftly claiming the Name qf Poetry y a& being 
indeed Imitation y ; without which L aUd.on has. 
formerly made it out that this Art cannot fublift, 

Though the Original of Pa s t or a l, both as ta ^ 
the Titne of its appearing in the. World, and* its In-- 
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v^icprs, t|e very uncertain, and therefore veiy ,<>bfture ; 
yet I fiiali en^eaypur to giv£ yoi| sl^ good ai> iyccqvn^ 
of that Particular, as I can any way funiifli myCel£ 
with from rhe Q)oil curious inquiupivp A^t^s. 

To fay nothing of its Pivin^ Original frQip'4^0//9 
when he kept the Flocks of AAmetHS^ or pf M^^cury 
when h^ was a Sh^herd^ ox even of fan^ though the 
Rural Harmony is attributed by Y'tf^il himfelf to that 
God, that I may net' entertain you with more Fables in- 
vented by the Poets of this Kind to raife the Dignity 
of their Vcrfe. The Invention of this Tajioral Poem 
is attributed by fome to D^hniSy who was a SkilUu 
Shepherd the Son of Mftouty and a Njfi9^by and bred 
up by the Nymphs, and who was an excellent Mufician, 
which it was the Cuflom of ih^ SiciUan Shepherds to be 
even in the Time o( J)iodoff us SicHlt$s y w\io attributes 
this Poem to T)afhne^ 

Diomedes teljs us^ that thePA$TORAX. PosM| as 
fome thought, was Wn at haconhy but according, to 
otfiers, in Sicily, For on this Head there were ftveral 
Difputes between the hacedemoni^ns and th^ Siciluuss. 
As to the Canto, of its Rife in L^CQfia they give you 
this Account, that upon the Approach of Xerxes into 
Greece, it was a received Opinion that all the Inhabi- 
tants fled into various Parts for fear of the BarbarianSy 
and the Virgins being cohiin'd by the &me Fear to their 
lurking Holes, could not perform the fame Chorus and 
' Ceremony ufually at that Tin>e paid to "D'iMftii Cariatey. 
lio Creature appeariiig tp the celebrating of the Solem- 
nity ; upon which the Country 'Shepherds repaired to 
the City, that the Sacred Rites fliould not l>c broke off ; 
and hence the Name and Poem had its rife. 

Its Origin in Sicily is thus related : Sicifyy before H?- 
ero had taken Sytacufey was afflided with a Plague or 
Epidemic Diftemper ; they at laft appeas'd Diana by fre- 
quent and daily Ceremonies, e(pecially the Country 
People ; whence it grew into a Cuftora that the Rural 
Inhabitants at certain Times in Company cnter'd the 
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Theatres, and there fung tberr Verfes for the Pme and 
Vidory. There uras in this Ceremony a great Leif fil- 
led with the Images of Wild Beafls, a Boratchio with 
Wine, and E Bag firil of Pcrlfti ; on their Reads there 
was a Crown, in theit Hand a ftudded Crock of a Shep- 
herd, and fo the Makitude went round to all the Doors 
of the Vigors, and (b out of their Basket firow'd 
them with the Pulfe. There is yet another Occafion 
mentioi^y and that is 4oin the Flig^it of Ofefles and 
his Sifter liPOHi t^rts into Sicily^ whrere hc inilituted 
this (brt of Poem in Honour of hiana^ whofe Prieftels 
Iphigisna^ Was. fn flkort from the Doric Dialed in 
which thcfe Paftorals were always written, it is pretty 
plain that they arofe either in Lacedemon or Sfcityy 
where that was fpoken, and Mofihus and Theocritus^ the 
greateft of the Poets in that kind, were both SiciUans. 

Having thus given you the Account of its Original, 
though very objure, as that of all great Things has ever 
been, we now proccf d to the Art of the Compofition, 
which is (braething more material, and much more cer* 
tarn.. 

To render the Critical Dtfccfurfe as eafy and enter- 
taining as pofl^le, I (hall give yon in Verfe the Judg- 
ment of BoUeaUy the preient Duke of Bttchinghaniy 
and others, a# they ofer themfehres on the feveral Parts 
of Poetry ttfider 6«r Confjdemion. Horace among the 
Romans y ^nd onr EngHfi Borace, his^ Grace, inhisEf- 
fay on Poetry h« nottakeh the leaft Notice of the Paf- 
toral, in the juft F6rtoation of which, hear what tlie , 
great BoileOH ^4$ left in his Art of Poetry. 

As on a gaudy Vay^ fime She^erdefs 
Does fi^ bet Head wM^ JfarkUng Dianronds drrfs 
But without Gold, or Tearl^ or cojily Scents, 
isoi^ PoinWtighhVingFt^ her Ornaments'^ 
Soy unaffeSted, is the Vstsro^fiL Strahy 
t/iiir miheut toif^y and elegaiffly fjarn* 
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Its humhle Method n^ftUng has of ferce. 
And hates the rAtthng of Lee's iragic Verfe : . 
^ ^ere Native Beauty fleafesy and excites y /i = 
^. And never is^ith rafii Soutuls the E4*^ alights. . . . • 
^ But in this Stile a Bhimer, t^ten fpent^ ^ ; ; r 
Iff rage throws by his Rural Injhument ; 
And vainly y ^ivben diforderU i'hcughts ahoundy. 
Amldfi the Eclogue makes the *Trun^et Jound i 
V A N fiieSy aJarm-d^ into the Neighboring Wpods^ 
And frighted Nyntfbs dive down into the Fhodf^ 
Anotbery in an abjeB clown/p Stihi 
Makes Shepherds fpeak a LangU0ge bafe aHd wUy 
lUs fiupid Writings mofi profoundly ereefy 
Barren of JVity Provocatives of Sleep : 
Xoud hvear Tom Durfey, in his rufiic Strain^y 
Was QuavVtng to the Milkmaids and the SvfMnt 
Changingy without reJpeB to Sound or Brefiy 
Strephon 4i7<i Phillis, into Tom and hcis. I- 
'Twixt thefe Extremes y 'tis hard^o pUafe the 'tofwn iV; 
TAeadVix^\\y Spenftr, Toets of Renowny . ^ 

And equally avoid the Courtier and the Clown* J , 
Be their Joft lAneSy by evWy Grace injpir'dy 
ICour confiant pattern praBis^d and admut d-. . 
By them alone youll quickly comprehend 
How IBoetSy without Shame, may condefcend 
^0 fing of Gardens, rFieldSy of Flow'rSy omd Fr^y . 
STo Jfir\up Shepherds y and to tune the , > 

Of 'LovO- Rew > \ ' 

I>^hv£ a 'freejy H ; ; 

And hy what helps the Eclogue you may raifoy \-y j: : 
'to make it worthy Halifax^ fraife, 
^his of fuch Writing! is the nicefi Fart, '^ . 
He v^ho writeS:thuiy, will fiew a Mafers Ml^ v 

You fiad Boikau rtcommends to yqu^^k^, r«iui^ <>r 
Virgir and *XheocrituSy that you may arrive^ at, the. |uft 
Stik and Manner of the Pa $ t o k a l. We have dim 
both in the EngUfh Tongue,, and therefore the unlearned 
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in Greek rznd L^iriii ixtaytnuike tkeir AdvanUgte of tkeir 
F«BiCiL Give meleave eo necommekd tnotker of niuch 
mor^ Modern Date, I mean a Cotemporary of our 
own, lAXfl^Af/ehroftlPbd^Sy whoi& beyond ContrcfVd'fy 
the third at leait in this kind of Poefy. In him you 
will find the true and genuine Sinij^city of the lEaJtoral 
both in the Didiun and in the Sentiments, tha^ is,- in 
the Language, and in the Thoughts. 

This Ibrt of Poem has been the -Bow, in which 
moft of our young Dablers in Rhiroe have try'd their 
Strength ;^4^i|t alas f not otae befides Mr. P^i/}^/ has hit 
the Mark; ai\d'if you comparefaimv^itbthe very beft of 
Wratue or liahy you wul eafily perceive how much 
he has excelled them* all* I dare not (et. him on a foot 
with Vrrgily it would look too much like Flattery, in an 
Ag^ wl^ Eiivy will not allow Jufiice to the livmg 
Author ; \mt I am :very ffiuch .dtcciv^di if : PoAerity doi 
not afford 4im a^r g;sca«6r^liftee^^ aenrefent^n- 
joyf, :tl»Qttgh I. ^hink^ aU ^Iccd^kiJu^ges giVe hinS ttie 
^m . Pli^f amiohg the. Motierhs^ ; :Biit lio procecxl alorc 
diredly tpitte Ruteof PafidiAL . - ' ^ ' 

PofiTRY ia ^U its Part$ is- an JinfMnoir^ and P^jffi^- 
%aI T^fy is an tmitatiox^of the Lives and Converftlion 
of Sh^herds^ or rather, of rwitdl Aliens. And for thi^ 
very Reafisn ;th€i^ .o«9|ht to be . an Aie iofl vPiety niain- 
i^ed thi^i^ th^.wjhob^ thit Pcrfims^ sitibducM being 
lincorrupted, ii>i^oflj#»,:^ii<d: fimjjki .-^^ Sb^^erdp, 
Goatherds y Cowbtrdfy Fruners, and jcl^e^lite > We 
(houU thcr^fi[>ri; ; iil>«a^ Aidi;repi«(i^tSeKk^\*thffis><;^. 
ra^bers that ancient Innoiteskce, ; aud^unp^alftB^d,' :aiid^t|i(' 
defigning PJ4ii4n|pGi,^hkh;W»$&pp<^ arXoft'bf ge- 
neral jCcMirenc . to have been 'thon lin the World ; and 
whif:h; is vi%)e: jix ^hepmitety iVkgil, and .Mr» Fhiiiph 
as .ypu will b^:P(a4«ogi the baft Tirah&tions- of the' 
t^vio fiirmeTi t and the iadmi«bJerCoinp<>htions - of the 
lafl. This if €otKireiy.eK^teIs'd ki VerTeiby ai Modern 



And hmrmhfi Nympbs lM»0f fibe W^^y ^ni 
; ■ ■ ^ ' f ^ItMmi 

STibvir o/4f Sin^Ijcityy Mi Pious Air. ) ' 

iln <i{ in the ChdraBers of Maids And Youth, 
Xlnffit&is'd lUtimufs, Inmttnce and ^tnriih 

• ■ «. . ' " - ' 

' Tbeiame Author goe^ on r^^ - 

Wisifch mmfi: be fimfU ymni he im, « > 
WtbfifertD^regbm it wiltyet i^fyenfi^ < 
iNorneedi it mlwnys Atiegork Senfi. 

> P«nhj{is there is aptkang its which the A^icms excel> 
thc) Moderns more, -tkaii iii al«r«y€ forming lone 
Plot, Plaxi;off Defigivisoj^ir Poctil^, whidi <giiid6d and* 
them from the Bijpnaiikg vo die £ti4 li^^hile erer^ 
Vesfe idepeodeil oa the f<»Mel'» and contioiied «o cai^ry 
on the (aid DefigD. . \li^h^as the * Moderns htVe* 
tbou^t k fttfident to tlirow togeiiker a Comptnv of 
Khimes independent of cwch ocher , «nd dirclfted to^ 
jao ^ meaner of £nd, fo dnt the Antiehtsf 'VKere Poets in- 
deed) the. Moderns generi^y ^ikttig are Vtrrfifyers. 
This OmII feC' hf what f (ba)} ddirer on the fcveml 
forts 4»f t0e«s 6f ;whkh' £(lMlkii(^^ . . ; : 
But tft the^prefenb . , ' ' 

.£TeqrriF4^4i ^PiMfyi muft kmr^ a litck Tht ot nTihle 
lkfign\s>r Fmhky' To^-vMiich we ttiay Juftly give the Name 
ok ^ Fafiarml Scene. Bac this P?a«> Fabhy ot'Defign 
mufi he fioiple, and one not compounded of two or 
more,, as die Modems havo incrodiic'^l into; the 'Dramas 
cootrafy to ri^ht HeaCm aiid the cbnf^ftnt'Pliadic'e of the 
Antients^iwhidk in Jni^iMioas> inside by them cn^ht^iio^ 
be. &cred: and . inviohible*^ Thotigh ' this p/or muft • be 
fimpJe, and one, yet this SimplickJ' and IMtj^does-by^ 
M \0aC3ns exclude VigreJIions^ if they are fhort. The 
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Poet 4^09 ho% ]i« Modcr any nf c^ffity of making his Piot 

diofe fiditious Names of the Shepherds inteofliie'd. t 

VhgU cvory where is t kriA uhSormt ts£ thefe Rules 
p£ the PAi^, aod mpft eminently fo in his firft Frnftargfi, 
wkt^h fFe»t«nd inftCrida hi've^made.the SouuUrd of . 
ihis fort of Poem. This irill appeac yet pkiner by a 
Qiort Argumftnt of ttie aii^iM two or three more« 

The Argument; of the &fl Pafloral of |%^> i&thus: 
M^litwus an unfeitumte Shepherd is intioducUj^wath 
Tityrus a Shepbe/d ttoder mare fertwute Xjircoaiftan^esu 
idehhmtl^ addrefres fais Complaint, of his SufisringsL^nd 
BaJoiflviMint to H/ffirufy who in the stiiitt df tke(e Calt-w 
miries en)oys his Flocks, and there .with die hiwheft 
Senfe of the Favour exprefies his Gratitude to the Beue^ 
£»Qor» from wbom^ great and peculiar a Benefit was 
derived; while MeUhttus fends Ibrth UsiActnlkioat 
j^aioA Fortiin4» ind the £u)al fveniis of a.Ci^il War, 
and bids £ieewel tp his NatiyeiCpuoci^. . i v 

By this you find that the firAi Bafyml of >FSrff/ Js a 
SlMi^^. Th^ fecond is a Pa^bral COmpkiiht, without 
Dialogue. CoryJ^ in a Courcdiip entirely Rural and 
Pafioral deplores the Coyhefi of Ah^it^ to who(e good 
Gtiaccs be recomaiends lumfelf for the ComelineG of his 
Perfon, and his Skill in playing on the. rural Pipe. He itik^ 
vites hiiQ into the Country., jpix>mi(mg him the Ptcafore? 
of 4ha; agreeable Aesreae, and a Pjefent ci^Nut^w^ 
AfpUs. But ia the Conclufion, fiufing all Courts 
(hip in vain, he re(blves to ^it fa barren a PafficMi, and 
wholly employ himfelf in bis Skepherdfs Boiinelk. 

Here is plainly a Dtfigtty by keeping to which every 
thing depeiids on that whick went before, and aU car- 
ries on: cbe fame End*. ; ) 

Memdcds,: 2>aMf<eMr,.a9d T^m^n are introduced 
in the thirds in the following Ma)nQ«r-«D^i»»WMVJian«b 
A^4ir^, after fbme .Coiuirffv'.Raiikry, zgfcf^^t&try 
which of the two had the beft Skiil in ; and thk> 
their Neighbour FaUmm ftall be judge their Per.. 

formaaccv 
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fbrmance. Who having heard them botih^ declafesf ^i? 
Incapacity to decide the Controveify, and leaVes the 
Matter undetermined. 

Thefe three Arguments are (ufficient 'to prove the 
NeceiOty of a Plan, little Fable or Plot ; if you defire 
more, confiik Mr. Ltydens Tranilation of Vhgilj and 
thofc Verfions we have of ^heocniusy nor forget to caft 
your Eye on Mr. Amhrofe TbH^s tafioraU. - . < 
. ■■ The Connedions of this Poeifi (hou'd be n^li^ent, 
and fthe. Tran&ions eafy ; fojp too ftrid a Reguknty in 
theic, . will make the Poem ibiff and formal. 

As for the Mattel* which this ibrt of Pbema<fanits, it 
£Oi£&s of Fhiilcfefbic ' J^eftienSy RiddhSy' T^rableiy 
which oi^t here to be eminent, for thefe give a Relifh 
of the antient Manner of Writing. Vows, Praiie^ 
Promifes, Complaints, Mirth, Joy, and Coi^atulations 
are adimitt^d m this Poen. ^ . v ^ : ^ 

( :..The: Stile, of thts^ Poem, -as. yt>u find from what I 
quoted from Bo^tM , ' cmeht - ahravs to-be i^tural) 
clear and Telegbit > yet i to have nbtmn| of a (ublime, 
liaughty or ^rpe Air; nolr fet off' with Sith Ornaments 
as are not at all agreeable to thfrHumblenefs^of the Sub- 
ied. The Sentences (hbuld be Oiort and imart, and 
the Verification fmooth, eafy and harmonious, with- 
oitf the leafl affe^eion' of 'Grandeur ^d Majedy, ex- 
cept i wfien irequired by tke cSubjed,' as in the ^oUio -■ of 
Vifgih .,Afid yet if? I dare prefiime to- give my Opi^ 
iQOit, xhei jPlDt//tf.ilQfcK fo muck of ^thei Ps^oral Kind,. 4s 
ki^\»S}bf Majeftytadd Fonje. . » • , 

But then, yob nm/^ not, ]ike RMtidai^ vstske the Stile 
low and bafe, and turn Strepboo and Fbillis into 'tarn 
and Bffh which that. ingenious Son of the great JBeifv* 

gbfifon did, imagining by that to make it more on a 
vi^l with his Of)Suia/^ Shepherds, but far - from thofe 
oi.ArffuUa ^d &ciiy^u lEhe great Spenfeif Ml into an 
j^rrorin the Stile^. wbich MnPi^i/^/^iias admirably avoi<U 
ed ; for imitating the Greek D^Hf^,! he gives us a Nor*^ 
tkerfi Diale^^ wmch readers his Pafiorals iiiiintelligiblv 
\ ~ witht- 
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without the help of SpeJman^ or fbme other Gloffarift. 
For the Doric Dialed was familiar to all Greerf, as bet- 
ing usM by their greateft Authors as occafion required ; 
but no Body before this extraordinary Poet ever writ 
in any of our own Country Dialefts, whether Weftern 
or Northern, ^e. 

There have been poor and malicious Endeavours made 
u(e of to ridicule that of Mr. philips ; but the Effeds 
were fb wretched, and the Malice (o vifible, that they 
are already dead, and therefore not worth our Notice. . 

Battles, and all manner of Warlike Affairs are en^ 
tirely excluded from this fort of Poefy, As for the 
Name of your Shepherds," fiPr. you may either feign 
th^m^ or take fuc'h as you firtd already received in the 
beft' Authors^ To conclude this Subjed, a Paftoral Po- 
em ought never to exceed one hundred Lines, and rare* 
ly feventy, which is much about the length of thefe of 
Vhrgih all lowing for the difference betwixt our EngJiJ^ 
znd the Latin Vcrihs. 

Thus much I have thought convenient to trouble you 
vi^th'on this Poem; and I nave been the longer, becaufib 
neither Sorace^ nbr the Essay on Poetry have 
laid any thing of the Matter, that I might leave no 
Part of the Art' of Poetry untouched, efpecially a Part 
in vhich Itheocritus and Vffgii have Co excelled, as to^ 

fain the Admiration of all Nations, where they arc 
nown arid undeHloodj to this very Day. 
'For my pari (faid Mdnilta) ! was always an Admirer 
6f the Fiffordty ev*n as we had it, tte riide, indigcfted* 
Product of wild and ighownt Fancy. But I confeft 
#hat, you have faid has giVeri me a perfed Averfion to 
our fyr^//^ Shepherds, but has rais'd my Adoration of 
thofe of AfcadiUy and Sicily, So that I am relblv'd to 
bitrtrall kny own Efl&ys that way, and if I ever venture 
to ftrribble more, it (hall! be after I have eqaploy'd my| 
Moutf in pertifing Fir^i/, ;lnd thofe of Theocritus ^ iiiii 
Wjp' have, and re4tirig freqneiitly thofe df our \Eii^//(b, 
Bard Mr. Pibi/(f^/. ' - - ^ • ; 
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ality (bme Exceptions to it, and young Perfons of Dit 
tin&on and Fortune, who, by a natural Prbpcnfity to 
Learning, difflain the Indulgence that is given to their 
Birth and Eftate. I could name foftc, but that I fhall 
not de(cehd to particular fo hr as to fingle out fiich ay 
I know , left thofe not meniiOnU fliduld conclude 
themfelves contained in the generaPRtile, which yet they 
may not be, though their Excellence is not come to my 
Knowledge. 

Yet though it cannot be denied that Monfieur Sc. 
Evftmcnt is true in his Cenfure of our Taftc. in general,' 
yet he has difcover^d himfelf to have not a inuch better 
in his mixt Effiiys on 'tragedy ^ Comedy ^ and C^er^V; 
which abound in a bad Taftej and' Judgment^ not- to 
fey Ignorance of the Subjedj fee pretends to decide up- 
on.'. 

But now, if you pl^fe, we will proceed to Elegy 
they agreeing to my Motion, I thus went on. 

The Orinn or firft Inventor of this fort of Poetry 
is very oblcure, a« indeed thoft of all the others ar^ 
not inuch clearer. As to the; Name, itis deriv'd from^ 
a : Greek Word often u£bd to be repeated by thofe wbo 
deplor'd the Dbath of any Perfon, which in the tlife of 
this Poem was the only Stibjed of EUgyy according to' 
J6iracey OvU^ and all the antient Writers. Some at-' 
tribvte the Name to the Lamentations of Kins Midar 
over tlie Corps of his dead Mother ; but the inventor 
©f the.: fort ot Vcrfb* peculiar to it, fotoe attribute W 
TERPATSbfiR; of C^lofUuy othmxo Tisti.oci.'ES of 
NAxvsyoY Erttria* ' ( • 
. The two firft Poits eminent in this Xihd-, who, if not 
the. Inventors, were at leaft the firil who grew famouf 
fer. it ,^ Cax I. iNUS and Mimnekmus: Ocherr 
reckon four princ^l Writers of the E x i g y in Greece, 
thu t3> C AL i SNus of Efbefus, M i m n e R m v s of 
Colophon ', P«iD£TAsof Ccoi^ and CaliiMachvs " 
of CyrenSL. M imn £R m u s fiouipi(h*d in the i%th 
Olyvtfiiadgj. ioL. that Jie.was mofe ^oaiieBt-rbatt the (even 

Wifet 



'Wifemen-of >Qruce ; and yet fo. early were otKi^r^ Sut- 
je^s admitted into tbe Elegy, befide GricF, th»t. jMit^- 
=furmus confifted .afm^oft entirely of Lov«. . . 

Next to MimnermMS^ xlie. following two 'wcere the 
moft celebrated for the Excellence pt the Ei^egy, 
Callimachu$ o£ Cyren^, and Philetas of 
Coos^ the latter flourifli'd in the Time of P h i L i p of 
Aidcedofty A l £ x .a k d e r the Great, and foip^ of , his 
Succcflbrs ; and was Preceptor pr Tutor to Ptolemy 
ThiladelfhtJis; nor was his. Genius cpnfin'd to the EUgy^ 
for Ke composed EflgramSy and other forts of Poems ; 

by Epigrams we rauft not flippoCe fuch as. now uftirp 
that Name, and which derive themfelyes from Martial ; 
for the Beiauty of the Grwi Epigrams, as well as thpfe 
t)f CatulluSy depended iiot upon-a Point, or the Turn 
of Words, but Thoughts. . 
• -Nor muft we here forget the famous 2/rf<eitfi %ct 
• wlioCe &mes the Prerervation of the Lacedemonian 
State has; been attributed by the Antients. , Qy ]3ir^h 
an Athenian,^ and deputed General of the Lacsdefjt^m^ 
ansy and this as early as the i 6ib Oljm^iadiy fo that 
he (eems to have been Cotemporary with M z m n 

MVS, • V "\ . • 

AH that Hofost gives us of the Elegy^ is. That 

E L EG I E S 'Were . at firfi defignd far Grief, 

'IW fiow ive ufi them exfrefs our J-oy ; 

But to whofr Miifo we owe that fort, of Verfe, 

Is undecided by the Men of Skill, [Rofcom. Hor. 

/ ■ ■ , • - 

Among the Homans the moft eminent were Ovid, 
T I B u L L v.s, and P R o p t r x^i v s. , . 

'Thc' i L E G y, that loves a mournful Stile, . 
' y\^ith Sair unbound weeps at the futneral Tile: • 
Jt faints tbe hoiers 'Torments and Delights^ 
A Mifirefs fattifs^ threatens and invites. 
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- fyt vfett ih6fe Raf^ntes if yotfll niah in fee^ 
Tm fKufi ftirw^Lbve, as mlVai tpetrjr. 
I hate tbofe Luke^am J^9rs, whofi forced J^te 
Iff 4 aid StUi dgfiirib^ a^^^ 
'fhMf figh By Eahy and, ragrng hr cold Bloody 
^beirjMggijb Mufi a«&^ fb an Ammus Mood\ 
^eir Ttan/}ifrfs feigned off ear hut fat and vain^ 
^hey always Sfg^j and airways Vug thdf Chain. 
Adore their f^ifitiy and their Sufferings hUfSy 
Make S^ftfe and Reafin quarrel as they fleafe. ' 
^was not 1^ old in tMs affeBed'Tone^ 
That fmooth TiBtrLLus made his Amorous Moan i 
Nor Ovid when inJhuBed from above. 
By Natures Rules he taught the Art <?/ Lw. 

This (brt of Poem wsw firft^made ufe of in Grief, in ^ 
Funeral Ceremonies and Lamenracion^ ; theii in the 
sHi^ofotis Con^laiiits of Lovers, Who afterwards in- 
ti-oduced their Joys in their Sqccefs with theli^ Miftrefles. 

N6r was the Eleg^ long confiri'd to' Cricf and' 
Love, but was extended to various other SubjeAs, as 
thole "of Th Et) G N I s to Moral Precepts ; die Hair of 
Berenice by Callimachus, which was tranflaterf 
by Catullus into Latin in the fame kind ; and Ovid's 
and crthei^:Stt^jeai ' 

Amidft the various Subjefls allowed to the Ele^^ we 
find that Bx) 1 1 E Atr mentions orify two, ©it^^ 
Grief or Lanteiitatioh^, arid L'o*ve.'' tove'ifld^fed fedtns 
to be the Queen* of this beattdftr Pi-ovinCe, and has al- 
ways appeared in a Sovereign Preemincfnce ; fot neither 
the Greek nor Latin Poets, who have written this Kind 
ori'other Siib]eft<?;have attain-d thit Praife and general Ef- 
teem as tA rWofe, wfiei^e they touch 6rtl3^ dn Love ; and 
th'er^ore Boileau is perfeAly in fhe right, wlien he. re- 
quires the El^iae Pdci' to khoW Lpve' as Well as Poetry, 
which ihdeUd t^eFrirtch Pbets diTcovet yety* little Skill 
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in. But let us proceed to w4iat is oh this Head delivered 
by his Grace the Duke of B v t k li? M A 

Next El BOY cf fivtet<y hni fihmn Vbice^ 
' And of a SMJeSt gtave^ exoBs the Choice; 
The Vr^fe of B^ati^, VMouty Wit contains^ 
And there too oft dej}airing Love complains. 
InvainalMsi for nxiho hy Wit ismoff'df 
^at Phoenix fhe deferoes to Be beloif di ^ 
. But noify Ninfenfe, and fucb Fops as vex ' 
Manh^dy tithe inofi with ^at Fantafilc Sex. 
<rhis t^ the Fratfe of thcfe tff;ho hotter knew ; 
i'he many raife the Value of the Vew, 
Bnt heroy as all onr Sex too oft have try'd. 
Women have drawn my wandering 'Tionghts afde. 
.^heif greatefi Faulty who in this Kind have wit, 
TfnotdeftHinWordSyOr^antofffit ' 

Bn^pond thh Mnfe ha^nhniotfs Numbers yield^ 
And evry Couplet he Hvifif Taney -filVd : 
If yet a jufi' Coherence le not made^ ' ' 
Betmen eath 'Thought, and the whole Model laid 
So right y that ev*ry Line may higher rife. 
Like goodly M^ffntains, till they reach the Skies : 
Such Trifles may of late ptrhaps huvepaft, 
' A^ rn^y he lihTd 'awBhy hui-never lajl. 

E^granar, W Fointp 'tis what you will. It 
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• Thus far my Loivl Duke in his admirable E s s at on 
Poet ry. But I muft think, thatt his Grace's Criticifm 
on thk [on of Poefy has a nearer regard to what in our 
Toi^ue may pef haps be plac'd 'in that kind ; and this 
Surmize is coilfirm'd by the F^wlt* his Grace ftids ig: the 
Elegy Writers^ and the tlv^o which' he names as B*ira- 
pJes of Eirce^lcncei For firfV, the^O^^ft arid L^*rff Wri- 
ters of Elegy are not guiky o# Epigranr or Point inr 
their Poems of this Nature, and in Ovid there is fuch an 
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fxai^Cohi^rei^^ as iny Lprd requires ; I know it is' not 
thaught that liW/i^i /olipw'd this Methp^, but writ 
Line after Line, without propofing any certain Model 
or Plan of tl?e wMc- Piece, which fcould direft hiln. 

Another Rea&n of by Opinion is, that his Grace 
gives but a fourth Place to L^ve in her own peculiar 
Province, which agrees much better with the Moderns, 
than with the Antients, The Rule which his Grace 
lays down for forming the Model is of admirable Uffe, 
not only in this fort of Poetry, biit indeed in ail forts, 
as being the only Mother of Order, without which 
there could be no valuable Beauty. And to^raife a Po- 
em for a fine Line, or a liappy Turn of fixprefllon, is 
like praKing a moil horrible and difiorted Creature for a 
Beauty, becaufe (he happens to have a handfbme HaQd, 
«r Foot. .. 

I 'dare not venture to diffeiit from, his, Grace,, o^ I 
fhould queflion very much whether the laneffrky or 
CooperS'Jiilli wou'd eafily conje into the Notion oi Ele- 
gy according to the Pradice of the Antients. . For ac- 
cording to Ovid, a great Mafter in this kind. Sublime 
* Subjeds, and Heroic Majcfly are not agreeable to the 
Elegy y which ought to be contented with its native Me- 
diocrity. There is no Achilles found in the Verfe of 
Callimachus (Giys Ovid) nor Cydifps in.thofe oi Hamer. 
And therefore defcribing the Perfbn of Elegy in his 
third Book of his Love Verfes, he does not praife her 
for her Majefty, but h^ Ipvely Countenance, fbftjand 
thin Garment. And in his "Fafii the fame Poet complains 
that he had beenforc'd to apply the Elegiac Numbers, to 
a more Sublime Matter than was ufual to them. 

But that I may omit nothing which may contribute 
to th^ beautifying of this Poern, L will add fonie helps 
whicJi I gather from the P^radice of the: Aotients. As 
Antrquities, or antient Hif^pry or Fables. There is i^r 
thin^ more obvious than this through Ovid and Frppef' 
Ut*s , 'i)builHS mdQcdkaiSSiOt^oac it* 

.la 



hi ti» f uafif al Sleg), ic bts bepoi the Pra^iceito ad- 
dfcis to dkc Fjieh^ii, Mpthdr, pr odier iurvivjug 1^1$^ 
tiofl^ as is levtdei^ £ipom:tbat;of I^dp Alhin^pm 9^ 
Bm^s GgrmoMctis^ the Son inLaw^ of A^0fjit4y aad 
the Brother of' .^C&mfT/ afcOTv'ards Bmpcror aod Siic- 
celfour to Astgufius, Thefe Poems uHially likewife began 
from (bme God^ accosdtng to Cii^umfiano^s of> ^t^de- 
ceas'd. Thi^^ on die I)e«^ o^ Poet tbey .btt^i ^ith 
of a Fhilofophci' ^vi'itli- Mkwrpay of ft^^l^ier 
With MarSy.M « Lo^r «rkfe ij^i^ a 
Country Man or one of a rural Life with Pa n, Faunus 
br JMef ; t»f ja Seamaii with Nt^um «r tlie 'Hymp'hs, 
c^edally fisom the River <7od where he dy'd. . 
^ Thete ot^he to he iathe £10^ a xiative jBlegaiKe and 
Clearneis, as weli as Softnefs of £lxpreffion, whi(ch 
ought to be always equal; ^rcqvent ColhGon^^t tib^ ciit* 
:tmg o£F of Syllables are Famlts notvto bQ «i«Meted,; io 
E*^fi indeed there ought to beiuoipk^ htitc what are 
ta£y and' nfiial khat theyt give ipn& ihaodser^of Rotiglir 
neu, which is xipp6fite to the Beauty imctPe^^ipa e|f 
this Poem; and it n^ift have a (brt of Sweftqers whif h 
4dds a Dscdruoi and Bsauty» aad (bnpeihing entirely De- 
•Itcate. ' 

.Ther« KoncMulgac RuJe wfeichJi will - not Qwitj: bcr 
caufe in the general it has been the Pradice of ;the heft 
and greateft Maflers in this Art ; and that is that theSenfe 
(hould be condixi^d iniiiWO\lijVie^,^fiOK ,h^^ 
teen ibine Escce^o^a^ tOxtUis Haie« thouglv. v^ry.few. 

I (hall coiiclude this Di(couir& oii ' th^iEliegy from a 
late Author. 

. ■:- ■ ■ . r i • 

j^'at0ri$fg F^i$ttJ^n9r any mi^ Qomeliy 
• U»dithe Elegy wthfireig^ W^g^H. . 

Tajfton and^Hathre hm awm^i^ r ;: 

Ard ««A tb^tun^thrckv back ibe mam-Dai^^. . \ 

- •^. ^ . oj •': ■.. ■ . 

For w&are never tor adout .dny EpigraEiyiiatic Pointr^ 
and Conceits, none of the Five tting^s tke ;X»4ies and 
[Vol. I.] -.H VoML 



^atf Whs call theiti^ aiiid dealafr *&r thm iiiall DItccs' 
and evety fort of Poem, a'nd*iWfecb 'ttiiic«dib<>ft of< 0ur 
fcelebrated Writeris havesbeeir ttM^ guilty of : TheTe as 
khey a^kefi abominable, <b thby|(ive Place Itb greater 
-and nobler Beauties, thoie of Nature and the Paffioits. 

< Rifnefnkir that the "DiBion ewty ^htre 
• B^gemlcy clean, fefJfkiwtSi' and tlear^ 

€orre9 ; ibe Manners all ai&ng expreji, i » 
fn Mfery Flace $be Manmrs f ill ctfnfefs. , ; . 

Th^ Diaion of the £/«r^ ^uld be flandard and 
corred, clean> getitle, perfpicuoiis, eatpreffive of the 
Manners, tender and pathetic, or foil of the PafHons, 
but never opprefs'd or debauchM with fine Sayings or 
txqui^e Sentences \it a wonderfiiHy adomkl wick-frt- 
<}iient C6mmirera<ddns, Cooiplaincs, Exclaoaations^ and 
Add^elOfes to Things and Berfons ; the Words o£ fe^n- 
ed Pei-fons, or Things hianimate made, to Jpeak, with 
fhort Digreffions, yet pertineixt »> the &bjed; bor does 
it receive a littl6 Beauty from Alluiions to Sayings ; 
Siramples not only from the lilb but the "Unlike ; and 
Conti'aries : Sometimes Comparifons are made , and 
Unart and fliort Sentences thrown in to confirm whait is 
{rt-opt>s-cl^ ' ' '■ ■ J'" 

' Ne tutting off^ef VPVfeh mnfibiflnndy \ 
fhaf wm'4 depof fbe^flnoetb and fowin^ S^nndy > 
Which in the Elegj mnfi f iU ahnnd* J 

And now I think» I have from the Antients and the 
Moderns delivered to you all the .Rules of chci Art and 
Beauty of tht Elegy, I refer yen for Ezainipkt to thpfe 
of Owd tranlkted into the Ettglifh Toogueit 

Having here mode an End, I waited t^e; Opinion « 
of my Hearers, to anfwer any difficulty they might 
Aart; but a pofbund Silence cootinu-d fome Moments, 
l^hen Tyr0 ^iddieiring himfelf to ManUia ; 

Ha! 
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s Ha! Fair Manilia ((aid he) to what diflanp Regipa 
of Thought are you flown ^ What wholly loft in one 
4>f the Modifh Absences of our Modem Witsi 
Who, to exprefs a fingularity of Tafie and Condud, fre^ 
Quently forget or fcem to forget the Company and 
the Converution they are engaged in. 

That is an A&dation (reply'd Mamlia) .1 have not 
yet been fond as to &11 into; befides Pleafiire is too 
prevalent in our Sex^ to (ufier us to (eem inCenfible .df 
Its Prelence Co iar as to ramble from the Enjoyment. 
I am too highly Citisfy^d with the Difcoveries I have 
heard from our Friend Gamalsei, to wander in the 
kaft Thought from the preCent Entertainmeat. 

I am pleas'd (afliim'd 1) that what I have (aid is agree- 
able to the ingenious MwlU ; a few of her A|)pre- 
henfion and good Senfe wqu^d be a great Means oi de^ 
livering Poetry from its mofi dangerous Enemies, the 
Friendi of the ^oetaj^s in Vogue> I me^n the jUadies^ 
who are generally too indulgent in their Applaufe oIl 
Scribblers^ because ihey want Judgmant to place that 
where it ought to be. 

How was that (laid 'Tyro) in Athens \ Or had the Ajthe- 
nUn Ladies mere Knowledge and a finerT^e than thofe 
of EngUnd. As for that (reply'd I) it is a Pointy perhaps, 
not fo eafy to decide by any certainty of Hiftory * but this 
I (haU venture to (ay,, that if the Ladies of Athens ha^ 
a jufter Gufio than thoie of London^ (b had the Men 
likewife, as. is evident from the Writings of thofe two 
Cities, and the Succels they met with in each. Perhaps 
the Ladies of Athens^ as they had little to do in Pub- 
lic Affairs, had le(s in tho(e of Letters,^ and Poetry di- 
reded them, and not they Poetry : Not that the Female 
Sex were excluded from Tarnaffus ; no, we (halt in ;hc 
very next Difcourfe, of Lyrif I^efyy fliow that many of 
them excell'd in that particular, and ibme carried the 
Prize from Pindar himfelf ; but indeed it mud be owned 
that neither Gretce nor Rome ever prodtic'd a Lady fo 
hardy and adventurous as to undertake \he Drama, tho* 
H r feYQral 
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Cevdral o£ oxir EngJiJhi hzdics have tlaim'cl .a Prefogativej 
Mature feems to "have dieign'd tkem in all Nations and 
4*11 Time* 1>ut bur^. 
* For my tatix ^iAAdafuha) I (hall only fa^ this for 
the daring' Poetefles of Britain y that the ill Perlfomaan- 
ces of the Men, ftem to jaflify their Undertaking, 
fince they cou"d Hi{co\rBr nothing irnnuchthe greater Pan 
t)f them that cou'd ftrike them with defpair of comingup 
to ^kat they found met with fitcceis and pleased the 
Town ; the only; fta^dafd of Extelltace with the Ma- 
jority of the Pe6j)le, " " 

But if the Antients as nmch excell*d us in the Drama, 
(as I begin to fear they did) as in tho(e other Parts of 
Toetry ot which we nave alrcidy hcsird Gamaliel dif- 
courfe, I (hall ^afijy agree that the Province of ^ra^t" 
Jy^ nay and Comedy too, are <juire beyond their Power 
'toi-ule. 

i ain fo engaged with my Reflexions ' in what has 
ibecn juft faid on the BItgy, that all I have fecn of our 
own feems flat and infipid, and I have (iich Ideas of it, 
that if they fhou'd exceed the Reality, yet I fancy 
they would raife much higher Pieafures in this Poem 
tiicin we as yet find in it, at leaft in the Englijb. 

This makes me willing to hear what Gamaliel has to 
offer on' the^Lyr/V, a Poem in Which he owns the hadies 
"have exceliy. Wherefore if ^^ou are not already <juitc 
tii'd with inftruAmg the Ignorant, I becorhe a Petitio- 
ner, Gdmdtiely for the Purluit of your admirable Difco- 
veries, which feem fo eafy and obyious, that no Learn- 
ing but common Senfe, and a Taile, are needful for oitr 
Improvement. 

There can be (faid I) no greater Pleafure to me (fair 
JAanilia'S I can affiire you, than the fpreading ufefol 
knowledge, efficcklly in aii Art of fuch real and intrinfic 
"Value as that of I'oetry ; and this Satisfaction is morethan 
doubled when I fvhd that I fpeak not in vain, but that 
what Inftrudions the Learned have furni(h*d me with, 
an generouHy received by my Miniftry. I (hall there- 



ithe Cmflete AiBi-f of Vo^r^Y, tj^ 

fore, as in the former, give you a fliort View of its 
Rife and Hiftory, and (b haften to the Rules necefl'ary to 
the juft Performance in it^ ^ . 

I will.nof w^e my Time, nor youf Patience with a 
Pedantic Pifcourfe of the Original of the Name^ aor 
the v^ious Meanings of it in thq Greek Tongue ; nor 
(h^ I enqilirc into the fevoral Way* of finging the Ode 
etther to the Flute or other Wind Mufic, or to the Lfr^ 
or Lute as we render it, or any other String or Corded 
Inftrument, or which w«re adapted to join Dancing to^ 
the MuCcal Performance ; as things of very little Con- 
($quenc^ to ouir. prefent "BxxGncSs, which is only to (how 
tjie. Art of a juft. Compofure ia this kind. ; 

U i^. my OpinioiJa that this is the moft antient of all , 
tl>e fever^ Sords. Poems that have been invented hf 
the harmonious Race of Poets. The Gretks indeed 
make Offhef$s the Inventor of it, . but I believe we may 
go much higher, if we ftep atnong the Hehuvjs\ th« 
Sotng of M^fis and of i^imam his Sider we find in 
'S^o^i^^ £lia^ i5> much before the Time that Ca4mui 
iotfodixQ'd £br much as the Grtik AHjfhahetm And it it^ 
n»iibnablje to think, that. JUtf^/ and this Prophete&. wai 
not the ,fiilft, who . performed in this kmd, which wi» 
bodi to Mttfic and Dancings like thofe afterwards of f iih 
dor and others- 

The^ firft Pocfy. wa$ certainly the Praife of God and 
iThanTcfgiving of Man for. the natural Beneiics beftowed 
on him by . Heaven ; and this was (img for the greater 
Solemnity to Mufic, and certain Gefticulations of tbt 
Body, .which produc'd what was aiterwards cairdDan-r- 
cing ;>al is plain in the before' quoted Chapter of Exadmsy 
Verfe 20. And Miriam the ^rofhtUfs the Sifter ef AaroJ> 
Mk a Hmhrel in her Hand^ and all the Wemen wnt 
OHt after her with timbrels and wth Dances, a* Amf 
Miriam anfiuer'd them^ fing ye to the Lordy fer he hath 
tarhtfnph*d glcrhmjfy ; the Morfe an4 hU BiJfr haOi Mr 
tikeim into the Sea. . J 
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In this Song of Mofes zn^ Miriam, we may difto" 
ver all rhole difterent Parts of the Lyric^ the Inventioa 
of which is attributed fimgng the Greeks to (cvcral Po-- 
ets, as to Orpheus i Stef chorus, AlcmaUy except 
the amorous Part, which is given to Jif^K^rrw. ' 

But here is in this of Mofes^ a Grandeur and Sub- 
lime above all the Greek Poets ; for as the Objed, and 
the Subjed ar£ vaftly fuperiour to the latter, (b is the 
Performance. 

The Greeks (at leaft Tlutarcb) attribute the Inven- 
tion of the Hymn to Stefichcrus, the Chorea to Alcmam 
di hacedemoh, the Love Songs to i^ii4^^off, and the 
Odes with Dancing to Yindat of Thebes ; thofe which 
were difiingui(h*d by the Name of Nomos, Timo^heus of 
Miietus^as the iirft who fung them in the Cholrus to the 
Lute ov Cithara. But in my Opinion, thefe Poets here 
mention'd wjere rather the lirft who were eminent in 
each Kind, and not the Inventors of it. 

This is all I can find chat relates to the Invention of 
the Lyric Poefy, in which-the moft Fattious are fedttc'cl 
to a very (aiall Number, that is, to ten Men and two 
Ladies, who among the Greeks are call'd the Princes 
- of the Lyric Mufe : Stepchorus, Bac^tylides, Ufcus^ 
An/uteom, Fiudar, Simcmdes, Alcmau, Aicaus, Sa^h^^ 
and Coriuna, Others have celebrated {even Ladies more 
for this Sort of Poetry, aT Erinua^ Myr0^ Teleflla^ 
^raxilia, Nojts, Anyte and Myrtis. 
. Thefe Ladies were born in feveral Parts of Greece. 
Sappho is known to every one to have been of Leshes: 
Erinna is by mod reckoned of the fame Country, vtho* 
ibme place her Birth m^Tinos a City of Lacedem^ : 
Myre^A^ either of Rhodes or Bytantiufn, and Was the 
Mother of a very great Tragic Poet of that City, call'd 
jSomer of Byzantium, who flourifli'd with feveral 
other great Poets in that Kind, much about the Time 
of FtoUmy Ihiladelphus, a Priii<te who was one of the 
greateft Patrons of Poetry, and all Librning that evcV 
.fr«tf knowa* Telefilla was of Arg0s; the County of 
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TtdxMa was Sicyon^ there remains but one Epigram pi 
NeJRsi but fourteen of Anyte ; Myrtis was of Afr- 
theion \ but what is her greateft Honour, is, tiiat (he 
hadt.thc Qtleaf Piv4[#r^&r 'her. Scholar. .For then the 
Poets fet notup ior Wfiti<i^ before they had learn d 
anci ftudy*d tbe.RaJes of Ar|. - > 

As many of t^e* Grj^tksi as eK^ird m, and ra^'d 
their Faw by this; Poem both Milis and Female, among 
the Romans^ Horace Teems much beyond a. Rival, and- 
almoft alone. But tho' Bfiwaa muft be allow *d the 
Sovereignty in the L^iin LyrkSy yet there were many 
others whe4iave mei^it^d (bme Praife ; as ^itius extoU'd 
by Hpr^m himielf on chts Account ; Cdfius Bafftts^ 
Vefiiistts Sfmnndy Stptimins Afet, Aifric^s Avitut. All 
thefe from die Tim^ ofCJaudiui and Nw to that ^f the 
^peror AlexAnd^ Sev^M, Perha:^ CatullMSrhimfeK 
may be admitted, iince he has left us fome Performances^- 
in this kind. • r . - 

I hope this (hort HiAorical Account of the Poem and 
its nipft eminent Auchors has not becn.tediqus to you, 
or fo alien to the.prefent Enquiry as to bave led you 

2 aire from the Subjed, which is the Art of Compohhg. 
.yric Vei^ies or Paems properly adapted to Mudc, Vocal 
and InflrumentaL And this di£rence is much mor« 
plaia in EngUff^ where Songs alone are (ung ; whereat 
every fort ot Verfc in Greek had its Tune and proper 
Inflrament; for the llias and Odyjfei of Sfimer yiftro 
iim^ about. Qkeees by the Rhuffodifis ; but I am apt to 
believe it. was in 4 fi^rt of beautmil Beeitatho. 

His Grace of ^i(^i^/«;^ib4ffrjpbir#, in his admirable Efiay, 
has divided his- Precepts relating to Sons^ from thofe of 
Qdeh' ^ if oC a differesit.Kind, .tnterpofing hi» Remarks 
oa thp Elegy between them. Ipretumethe Rearon.is>, 
b^caufe the ii^eak. Performances of this fort in our Lan- 
guage, (eem. unwonhy t Palace in the Rank of tbir 
/^pa4frs of .Pif^iir, UofM^ and thexcA; yet when. 
iffkpf:oY*d by^ ^^if Graccf^ admirable Preceptf^ tprefum|i,- 
^H4 ' :; 
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rfiey will be admitted ^ithout cMffiUiky into the leflcr Ode. 

I (hall therefore begin with his trace's Rules for Stfftgs." 

Ferfi iben of S o He^y ^hich rti^ fi^^r^^ • 

A mofi offetJ^ve Weapon^ 4viich he4rMoi i 
^ ' Vn' alt he -M'ee^Sy againfl A^6lh^^^ ' 
. Though nMtng feemi m^BeMjy, yet no faH 

• Of foeiry requires a mcer Arf; ^ 
Tor as ' in Rows of richefi PiarJ ties 
Many ■'a* Blemijhy , that tfcMf^s our Eyes, ■ 

• The hafl'of n^hich DefeS^S h pi^m'^ fidion' 
-'infim^fntaV Wng^ and hnngs'thit Value AovSvi. 
' 'So Songs' fhdt^d he to juft Te^f&fH^ ^iwg*^, 
' Xei ivhei^e can fee one ^imtit^ M FauH t 
' T^xM f^^rretyof W^'ds 

Exprejpon eafy^ and the Fancy higiy 
Yet thaty not feem to creeps nor thiSy tofiy • 
No Words tranJpcs% but hfifcb ^ 
As iho\ hard tvrougUy may feem chance U falt^ " 
H^e^ as in atl Things elfe^ is mofi unp • > 

: Sare Aihatdryy that poor preience- to WiP,- 
Suth naufeoiis Songs, by a Me AuHhf i^adty ' / 
Oail anmtipi7hngCehfure onhis Shade.' .'1 ' 

^ i^dt that nvarfh ThougBis df the trdft/pefthtgyey > 

• Can pock the chajtefiy or the nieefi chy. 
But WoK^s ohfeeney too gtofi to move Vejhe^ 

Heaj^s of Fwe!y do hufchoak Be Fire. - ' - - J • 
On other ^hmes he ^ibetrdefefveif tn&^raifi, • 
Jieh^ tatts fhat h^^x^ he mbaHti&talJt^ ' 

Thfefe Prece^t$>ar6 fb plti^, (tJ ^vMenr ahd'TaJfift, 
ffiat they need nrt jfexplinattorij 6r I^of. • lifliatl 6nlf 
add, the' Stibjed of moft oi oftr Sonos af-e iitllcfr re- 
lating to Lt^^6r Driftkitie; ^dttis ^enrti^kable^hat 
Ati %eMhi "^^o ^rfc a irtuWl ftbcFer P6bpl6 iA the g6- 
j&raT,- ^^t hiHrcr (rttducVl b(ett«r lSt»^/ oii ©rinkiiig ttelt 
iJare done. 

What 
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What we have of SaMo, and the Odes of Anacrton^ 
are of the Lcfler Qdt ; rindar^ Alcdus^ Ahman, 
chorus, of tkt. gfeat&; thoic cifMoracBy o{ both, 

I nbwcome to the greater <Wf, and fhall be^b my 
Precepts or Rules from the fame great Engll^ Nofelcmaa . 
in his EJfay on Toitry. 

A higher Fligh$i and of a hitter Force 

Are * Od B Sj the Mnfe$ mofi untuly Horfe^ ^Tiniim 

^bM tMindifo fierce, the Rider has no Refi, Oitu 

^But foams at Mouth, and moves Uke onefijj^fi^: 
^he Foet here he indeed in]fir*d ; 
JflthFtsryioo, as mil asFannfir'd: 
Cowley m'^ht boaft to have performed this Tarry , 
H4d he with Nature joined the Rules of Art 
But ill Exprejpon fometsmes gives Allay 
^0 that rich fancy, which can ne*er decay ^ 
The' all afpedf in Beaty and Furfdone^ 
ihe Language fiill mufi foft and eaff ruu. i 
^hefe Laws may feem a little too fevere ; 

N But Judgment yields, and Fancy goiferns there.^ 
Which, tho^ extravagant, this Mufe allows. 
And makes the Work much eafier, than it Jfepw/- 

Before I come to make my^ Remarks on thefe Terfes v 
©f my Lord Duke, I (hall add what the great EoiUams 
fiys on the fame Subjeft in his Art of toetry. 

But the bold Odt demands a fronger 'fumy 
For there theMufe mufi with all Phoebus hurn ;^ 
Mounting to Heav*n in her ambitiojds Flight, 
Am^fi the Gods, and Heroes takes Dehghi^y^ 
Of Piu*i Wrefilers tetls the finewy Force, ^ 
And fings the A\3^Ctna^\oT'$ glorious Cottrffy^ 
On Danube'^ Batiks vidorious Marlbro'/ff»^, 
And S^zwfhlbtr hows to Britzin't Queen*^. 
. Sometimes Jbe files like an indttfirious Bee, 
And rohs'the Flow'rsby Natures Chymifii^ V-. 
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Defcrihes the Shifhetds Dances^ ^eap and BUfi, 
And hMp from Phil Lis to fuffrize a Kifs, 
When gently Jbe reffis with feign d Remorfiy 
iChat Hvhat Jhe grant/ may feem to he hy force: 
Her generous Stile will oft at random party 
And hy a hrave diforder Jbovf her Aft* 
Unlike tbofe fearful Toeis, whofe cold Rhime, 
In all their Raptures y Juefs exaBefi 'time : 
Who fij^ th' illufirious Hero's mighty Traife, 
ULean NoveUJls) hy 'ferms of Weeks and JMy. '% 
W^f^^ ^ Voem do a journal Jbowy 
And tell their ^ale like Holinfliead or Stow ; 
W^^ trace their Hero thro^ a whole Campaign^ 
And mark each Circumjkance on Blenheim PMiik 
5fi> thefe Apollo, niggard of his Fire^ 
Denies a Tlace in the Pierian Choir. 

*the humorous God once took it in his lead 
fo plague the fcrihhling 'Trihe^ as fome have faid '^ 
And that he might/their labYmg Brains confound^ , 
Tor the Jhort Sonnet order' J afiriB Bound; 
Set^ulesforthejufiMeafureandtheTimey 
'the eafy Running and alternate Rhime* 
Buty above ally thofe Licences denfdy . 
Which in their Writings the lame Senfe fupplfd ; 
Jerhad a ufehfsJJne^ou'd Jind a ^lacey 
Or a repeated Word appear with Grace, 
A faultlefi Sonnet yfnifi'd thuSy would he 
W^th tedious Volumes of loofe Toetry, 
An hundred Scrihhling AuthorSy without Qronndy 
Believe they have this only Ileenix foundy 
Whan yet tF exaBefi fcarce have two or threey, 
{AniDug whole Tomes) from Faults and Cenfurefi 
' The repy hut little read^ regarded lefsy 
JH^ehoveVd to the Fa^ryfrom the Frefs. 
Clofing,4he Senfe wiibin the meafur*d Ttme^^ 
*Th hard t(^fit the Reafon to the Rhime. 
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To tbefe two Mo4er^ Mafters, I (hall add IbtMi 
iqai; Atitieats, who was himfelf the grts^teft Ly?^ 
: Poet o£, the J>/iiff,; / .» . J 

G«i2r» Owqu^rorSy Olympic Crowns ^ V ! 

L b V fi y t^afng Cauf^ and tbt fret ^cys </ ^/if^jr^ 
-4r# ^i^#r SuhjeBs for the Lyiic 00^^^ . 

Roscootu HoRi^ 

As fpr t^e £^4;^ on which I promisM my 

jy aris .very (bort, and confiu'd to two or.';hree Lincs«v 

thefe Zaws ptajf fitm a, Utile too fevere t *' ^ . / . j 
But Judgment fields ^ and Fancy governs here . ' - ^ v 
Vithcft^ tktjh extravagant^ this Mufe allows^ ' - ^ 
And mdkis the JVork mucb eafier than itpo^s. ^ 

It. is my Opinion that wc are not here to take his - 
ace in \ clo/e and literal Sen/e ; for it is ccrtiifla that 
)Ugli Fancy k very ftrong, in. this Poem, yet tha^ 
dgment ought here as well as in other Foems to g^^p 
rn- For if we confuk findar^ we fliall find tha£ 
the midft qf the Rapidity of his Fancy Judgment fliil. 
Ids the^Retns.}. and when he rambles, and when he re-^ 
iw from his. beautiful Digrcffions, Judgment every 
icre coriduds him. So that I am afiaid the Work is' 
D fb edy, as (ome, whamiftake.his Grace's Meaning^ 
y imagine. . ' 

r might here add fomething on the Hebrew LyrUj i 
at^.the.Songs of M^fiK Deborah^ &c. the Pfa'm-, and^ 
i« of the P^-ophets, if not all ; but that would be i. 
guifition whicli would take up too. much' Time ; let^ 
lufficc that a learned. Frenchman, has .difcovcr'd . tK'e^ 
rfc of thef Hebrew Voctry^ whTcli he afTures us is / 
s*d with a (brt of Rlumes, fo th^t by this means .w«. 
i Rhime of ah antienter tTfoge than either the. Pro?* 
icial Poets, or the Runnic, There is nothing fp Coft^ 
tender and pathetic, and^ at the {ame^timaoiocbin? 
• H ^ . &k» 
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fo ghndj'fo majeftic, fei^tcrriHe, 4hcl (b Jiatmoiiicws, 
as the Pbttk Pah of the Bible, ' to which >H xhe Hc^^ 
then Verfe is flat and low. And thei'^xaii bc ilo gi-eat^ 
cr Proof of the Excellence of the (9rmer above the 
latter, than tfi^t the Foite and VlgcifUt of thfe^OHgW^il^ 
fliiftitS fcJttrtniely b^%ht ^firbugh' all Itif. 'i'khflamris , 
whereas the beft Hands haw f6tmd ft diftcnk tiibtigh 
to inaice 'jfer/rrir, Virgily Homer, Ssflmlet, and the reft, 
appear wiph any Proportion of Beauty iij anv Verfioq. 

*fo recapitulate m (hort, die Lym ifd^ftiftgw*^'<^ 
by its -$<wietnefs isA Variety 6f Vcrftj nor i* that 
exquifite Elegance of the Words to be flighted ^ by 
our EngJ^ ^ard, for which it ii (b ediiiient in ^e 
$in and Grctki " FOr as th^ Didion of the Cdt (hbuld be 
elegantly (Wect, fo ah ill or low Exbreffioti clogs and 
debafes the fifightnfels of the Thouglit, 

The f inda/lc Ode in its Original is diftinguifh'd from 
all other 0dei by the happy Tranfitiohs and Digrefliotis, 
with which 'it garh$a new Beatity,as wfcU asthe furpiriiitig,' 
iafy, and natSal Returns to the Subjcft, which Grs^ces 
ai-e not to be attained withodt great Judgitie'nt arid (it* 
plus, ■■ . ■> ■■ 

Tho* our ignorant Imitators of Ihdar have tun 
into a ftrangc inequality and irregularity of Verft, yet 
i? is without Authority from Tlftdafl whbfe Odes arc 
peipetually dividfed by a regular Order, is you may 
£nd by Mr. C>f/^r<Ws Prefadfe to his OA. ' ; ' 

Cevfley may well be confulted by our EngtiJh R^ki^r, 
for he has e^fceird himftlf krUsTiranflations ot that grfeat 
itheban-, *tis'true, that MrcC^/^y (is his,;(Sraci2j 
tiie fore quoted V^rfes (he^s) had not always^ the Ha^ 
pih^(s of flowing Ntimbers, for that is a tacultyj^ tjiit 
in his Time was not come to ^erfeftion, which no>ir 
is attain'd often by very vile Scribbler?. , / , 

, We di-aw now towar4s a Conclufioh '6f my X^s^a 
which I (hall end Vith fortie Account of ^Satire . t (hzll 
Ijegih with the Opinion of ji Modern Authi)r. ' 
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Follj and fitf (f iifiy-pfirt f^indi 
iCbat WHHd our-RupHy di^ iehafi oui^ Mind,. 
All that defnrvet our'Lifight^r^ 6Ur Hate 
Tohi^ng>Sathts,Pr^ytttdotrreU^ \ 
'Thejltfpbful Faraph; uffedeitoot^ ; 
Th' Ingta^fufy M the pert tpifuAti^us Toot ; 
'fhe hrfiftH t>runkardy tVAv/nrieUus Slavty 
^.be mify BrAia^ ^nd tbe tricking XfiOve^ 
Satire hjf otholejhme "Lepfiis i^bk'd rtcla'mj 
And heat tbiir Flm, to fetutt thtlr tdme. 

, And -a little aftii-iii-^ * 

No Tarts diJUnS i^t hifittg Satk^ hto^, 

And witbont cMdin Rnlts iti cmrfi ^ift g9 1 

Oft by In&nuatloit it hegitlt^ 

And^tahitfftfyfHlU^onomrSins. 

Bmt ttfU Airt^ttSeffJhom d figafd thi vjtotty 

Which mufi its Wcfdiy and Manner ipei ^of/i^uh , [ 

I quote not theft lin«$ for the bke 6f the fine Dic- 
tions or Numbcit, defedive in both, which I urn willing 
to allow them, but for the eafy Pldnnefs anid Fulnefi of 
the Precepts^ which is here my Bufinefs. 

But I (hall not be (^tisfy'd witli thefe alone ; I (hall 
offer to you the Sentiments of BoiitAu, and his pre- 
ftnt Grace of Buchng/ifaf^Jhire : And thus the JrejifJ^ 
great Poet and Critic; ^ , ^ ; 

Tkpre to Jhow stfi^y 4id m to tmoi^g^ 
AJtfrfi.arm'd Tfuih with Satire in its Tongue* 
Lucilktis led the <vay^ And bravely hold^ 
To Romzii Vices did the A^irrcr hold ; . , 
Frote^ek humble Goodnefs from Rfptoach, 
Show'd iVbhh onfooty and RafcJOs in the Coach : 
Horace his pleafing Wit to this did aid^ ^ 
And mne^ uttcenfurd. fou'd be Fool 9f M^d ; 

U».v 



Unhappy was that fVrifch^^whofe Name cotTd he 
Squat d t$ the Rules their Jbarp F^etry, . 
Persius^ ftbfcurey bntf^Uof Senfe f{nd Jfity 
AffeHed Brevity in all he wrth J . \ 

Juvenal, mtk Rhetwicidnt Jiage^\< ... , 
Scourged the rank VUeS- (>f-a mcied Age. 
^he hmid Truths thrpugh all his Labours Jhtstey 
In what he writes^ there* s fomething of J^ivine ,:• 
Whether he bfames the Caprpan DelAuch^ 
Or of Seunm'' i^aU foreters t^Jfiroaci^ 
Or that ie m^hs the trembling Senate conte. . . , 
Te the fiern 'iyrapt, to receive their t)/>om ; 
Or Roman Vtce injoarfefi JSahiisJhevfSy 
And paints an Emprefs reetung from the Stews ; 
In all he writfS appears a noble Flame : . 
To imitate fucl^ Majfers be your Aim. . , 
ChzvLceralone^fx'd on this /olid Bafe 
In bis old Stile, preferves a Modern 6raee : . 
Too habpy^ if . the Freedom of his Rhimes 
fended not the Cufiom of our Times. 
i%e Latin Writers, Decency negleSf; 
But Bn^lifh Readers challenge ourReJpeB:, . 
And at tmmodeB Writings take offewe^ 
If, clean Exprejton cover not the Senfe. 
Hove Jbarp Satire, from Obfcenenefs free y. 
Nof Impudence that preaches Modejly: 
Our Eng}i(h> who in ^Malice never fail^ 
Hence y in Jjdmpoons. and Libels^ Uarnt^ tM; 
Pleafant BetraWion, that by Singing goes [ ^ 
From Mouth to Mouth, and as*it marches grows . 
Our Freedom in oar Foetry we fee, . 
That Child of Joy, begot by Uberty. 
But, vain Fila^hemer, tremble, when you chu/t. 
God for the SubieH of your Impious Mufe 
At lajl, thofe Jefts which Libertines invent^ 
Bring the lewd Author to jufi tunijhmept* 



The Cmptete A R T of f o e t a i Sj 

I have giveqi you BoiUam m tht hek DrtCs in which 
he has been deliver'd to us, and- ia ^ which ht has 
beeir m^^to fp^k like m EngUpman ; yec .ilill 
keeping to his Precepts in general, which makes him 
the more u(bful to usr Here wc have not only !the 
Rules of Satire , t>at an Abftrad of its Hiflory and 
Rife; for indeed Satkt is a Poem of Rpmatt Invention, 
and unknown to the Greeks ; its Name it derives from 
a Plate or Server full of various Fruits, and it ought to 
be written with an (I) and not a (Y) : And as BoiUau 
obftrvcs, JjUcilliMS was the firft who writ in this kind. 
But the Romans }iad two forts of SfiiireSy that of 
Ennius and pOitT<r, and that of LsiclUins^ ^Eordeey Ter- 
fiuSy and ^uvensL What the latter is we haire been 
treating of^ the former was. a mixture of Profe and 
Verfc on variouy Subjeds, and not confined to Biting. 

Of this kind is fetronius Arhitefy Barflaysy EHfhcr^ 
mto and (bme others : But to return to our Subjed, I 
fliall conclude it with the fine Remarb of the EJfay on 
toetfy^ 

I find ((aid Jl^#ifi/i4) Qjiality has a great Afcendanit 
over your Opinion ; for we have had nothing yet con- 
cluded, Rnce we came into the Matter which that Poem 
treats of, witlu>ut its Authority. 

Indeed, £dr ManiUa ((aid I) you are infinitely mi(^ 
taken in your Man; for I am one who pay the leaft De- 
ference to (^ality, in Matters of Arts and Learning, of 
any Man; alive.^ But (ure all Men mufl acquit me of any 
pich fervile Inclination (if they were ignorant of. .my 
natural Temper) in my (peaking with Deference to the 
Lord Rofcommo^ny and the Effay you mention. I (hall 
defer a fuller an(wer to your Imputation, liH I conclude 
this Di(cour(e, to an end of which I am very near ap- 
proaching. And therefore to the EJfay,^ 

Of all the WaySy that wife ft Men eould ftndy 
To mend the Agty and morttfy Mankind 

Satire 



$anre well if as mcfi^ftKcefsfml prHi*dy ' 
And cures y <be»aufe tie R^iniftdy i^ lo^^d. 

' S^tr^gaf Errors ofily w reHto^e, 
^hM$ pkin a Beauty which fo much ^e Ioire» 
Of well-ebefe Wo^ds feme take not Care enough^ 
And think they Jhonld bey as the SuhjeBy rough. 
' ^bis Teem mufi be more exaBh made, 
' Aifd JharfeJ^ Thoughts in fmoothefi Words eonvey^d. 
Some thinks ^fiarf enougby they iannotfaih 
As tf thek^HUy BuS*nefs was to rail : 
But kumofie Frailty nicely to unfold, 
Difiingt^JhesaSktirefrom a^Scoldi 
Ruge you mufi bidey and prejudice Jay down y 
A Satire's Smile is fliarper than his Frown : 
Soy while you Jeem fojtigfrt feme Rival Touth, 
AdMce itfiif may fhnetimes f aft for Truth. 

1 fliall (ay no mpre of this Poem, having I think 
given you feSciene Ruks ftot only«f joclcinc of its 
Excellence, but of performing it with the AppTaufe of 
all true Judges, and that in a plain familiar Manner^ (as 
in all the Poets I have touchM upon) without the In- 
cumbrance of Scholaflic Termy, which are not fo ob- 
vious to thofb who are not acquaikited with the original 
Critics- 

Now, kvr MaMay 1 (hall a little more.fully arifwer 
what y-bu faid about the Deference I ^aid to die laft 
quoted Noble Author. ' 

l am a Perfon, who never have, I thanlc my Stars, de- 
ferv'd or found the Favour of the Great Men,the Ment)f 
Power and Wealth. That I leave to the Labeo\tht Fanni- 
j#j's,and CriJpirJUs\who have never iail'd of their Favour. 
Thcfe are Men Qualify*d for it, and an. pay a fervile 
Attendance, ^nd Matter their Vanity, whb think that a 
great Title- can givie Underftandihg to the Knowledge 
iad Tafie of the &ier Arts. When Crites^ the moft con^ 

fummate 



'the Cxm^e^ kyki of^^^^ iSj 
fiimfliate Grific of the Age, and at the fame time a Po- 
et of jthe fii'A Maffmtude y . purpok'd the Publifhiiig a 
CcHp^lete Body! of> Crkkii&i- in Poetry^ he got not 
^bove ieventy Guineas Subfcr^On : VAiien pfo- 
fm*«i i4\<Suib&ri^iod for an abomih^ble rTranQation^ be 
got! sboue . 50QO</.rirub&rifard. Ih my: Time,; who you 
koow dm< rio YpoHg Alah^.I knew aiMfoblcmaiciwha 
direw aw^y i^armjatt^ of 111500 a Year. on wor chiefs JFid^ 
Icrs, and'di'e.like,^ who yet bad taken^a Re(bliitioii of en-« 
cottf^lng'n6 Foec who ask*(i norhis lekve to' mentioii 
his mme, how impropejr and ridiculous foever . that 
might hft to the Sttbycft; ithis very iNcdileman. w^as^not 
ib averfeito Rhime, but tfaat he ii^crib'di forty Guineas 
tp^a inoft wfordile^iPoeoQ.,^ \ - ^ ' ^ 

In (hort^ I Jtnosr th& Tafte and Humour of ottr great 
Men tdOr wdU to place the kaflr Ho()e in their Favc»g. 

I remember an Aocomit a Noblei^ of Parts g^v&mic 
more than once of a Converfation between King famti 
II. and Ifaac Vojfus a Prebendary of Windfofy who 
with all the reft of his Fraternity came to welcome that 
King to the Caftle. How comes it*^ (aid the King, that 
the Greekr-^n^.^k\^mws hai boteV.PoitS; Orators, 
and Hiftoriaris than wc have ? And it pleafe your Majef- 
ty, returned the Prebendary, with an honeft Bluntnefi, 
Greece and Rome ^were Common-wealths y but Monarchy 
never encourage thofc fine Arts. The King, faid the 
Noblcman^ turntcL Hiort. lipoA bin; «nd made him no An- 
fwer, tacitly.ow^itg tbe Accurlifibn ; but I could have 
told that Nol^wilaiSlj that it Wai not tbe /Fault of the 
Monarchs, lAif ^hfcif Minifters, 'who did pet recpmmend 
tho(e Art5 and J^jfjMafters. We fted eyery day Foot-» 
men and Valets^s 0i§^mbi*^s^ &cJ fini Co much Favour 
with their Lords atld^MaiiefS, ^ by tjieir Intereft to get 
into Polls of fuch Profit as ^all foon fct tliem up for 
Gentlemen, and make them rich Men too ; but give me 
one Inftance of any"bf their doing (uch Favours for the 
Sons of theMufes, and then I will allow that Addreffesto 
themj and their Praife, may not be look'd on as Flattery. 



iBd The Complete Awi* Pob tkYJ 

Otiffay died in an Alehouie, Lee in the Sereetsj (Bif#^ 
Arr and Spenjer ftarvM ; Milton ntvet got a iPeftiiy ijroni 
any one oi th^, tho' fawning Poetafiers baVe fdand' 
their Account in their Addrefies^ r o . .> 

. Since you find I know this^ I hope you Iviil iiot" 
think what I have fiid proceeds- frbm any -thiftg but; 
my impartial Judgment ; for I promife you I (hall never 
make any Application ev'n to diis Nobleman, who 4m 
deferv'd fo well- from, the Art of Poetry,^ tho' I have the 
Honour to be known to hira, and have had the Favour 
of perufing a Pci formance of his much- (iiperior to the 
E(f«y i as being of a higher ; and more noSle^ kind.: 
Tha I hope ii enough to remove' your Su(picion, that 
what I have (aid of the ^/piy is not the iiFea of 
Judgment, but €omplai(ance for his great Quality* • 

Mere my Friend Cr/^^i ended this day's CbnveHktieiii 
irhat ^llow'd,. I ihall give you in my next». 



The End of the third Bfakgm 



[ 187} 



^ • - T n E;": '■■'.■']■, r':: 

Art of POETRY, 

D I A L O G U E I^^ ; 

Cf Tragedy andCoM^nY, tnyw f6 draw 
the Plet and form the CharaSkjri^icC' of hth. 

■ jM^ AVING Jn the Ia{Vl)idogi(e given yM- 

•---■•v * . what i was uklivcrM Qn^lihe RiileroiFvf^' 
H ■ maay . Fms of Pi^fiy^ifrcl^the £p K^ 
JmLm O R A M to the Shrama n^^ come to 
a T«isk, much more agreeable to my ^a^e, the Rvtlts} 
by whkh our Play-%Wrisersi whether of 1 ragedy orCp^ 
medy, ought to dired them(elves in their Petibhnan^^ 
<es of that kahdi . Thb' the promifcuous Mob of Sffi^- 
&&rj faav^ B'equeutLy invadcd.ai) the tofegotRgP^rts^nd^ 
daily pefter us with their Produdions in^fome OffcvE 
them, without the'Helps of either An or ^ture ; yet 
fer my ^wn part, I. <ou;*d.. willingly .compound with 
them, if they would be Gttis^cd w'tthSpigrdmi FafiO' 
ral, Sattrti nnd Softgs^ and notvpfefiiune to ^tempt thc^ 
^reaYer and Indft WuabletProyoice of: Poefyj the Di^^- 
ma. iBnt lalari inLhik ^^^^jhavc^^ths; Dir^oivaf thd 
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Stage, who are entirely ignorant of the Divine Art, 
and by Confequence admit, n^y and often cry up the 
wodk ESom- '^Ktt wty, "k^-in rainr ttJ cxpc6t t hai th e 
^ fl § ta fi § n wi l l forb >a r thrufling titetf w o B dei 4 nl Sc R iy* 
TioNs upon us, fince. they derive the Advantage of a 
third Day from their Infblence. To difcourigc fuch, 
and infpire thofe to w^om |ktur6 'has given a Genms^ I 
pub]i(h the(e Rules, wliich 1^ the Managers of the Houfe 
cou*d underiiand, and would ftudy, we might hope to 
fee a^lorfbtts ytjteit < ^ - ' ' 
^ We w5re.n0 ^on^r mcfi|ljir Day^ aryid fef, l^it M a* 
N I L I A with a finiiing Countenance thus begun. 

I hope now I fhall pleafe you when I bring the ^ eg* 
iuiv r to julll iy your "Op ln ift n 6f I rag e^y'for'l^'^ 
roneus foeyer you will have, him in 9th<yr Tl^ngs, in 
this I am«c0iifideiii yoii wtll afiiwjfes |¥tiie.'- <• 

As a perfeH Tragedy (fitys he Num. 3?.) h the noblcft 
P^;od^^^n i|f HHf^ane liih'fti f^^^^ is CMf^hlehf gi^ 
ving, ., the Mind, one^d^ f})* mafi. dt^li^htf^l and imffofvin^ 
Eniertdifiments. ^ A virtuous Man (fap Se'iieca) firug^ 
ling with Misfortunes^ is fuch a SfeHacUyas G^ds 
migfftf.Mt Hfipf^imUifrJBfeaiifierL Mndfucfrm^edpm^ 
$sij^ifk P99i :mefti>witi{ln tbf M^efentatm of aWfH 
«fr/«f iqfciT;«jlgrf|y/ o IXnerfiom of'tbks' hindy ^imt m j ^ of 
cttr^fb^s^^htJh-iive^ 'fbifig j that is mean '^iii i»e. 
Th^oh$r*f^^M^d.cuitivate 

Ornament of our Nature. They fofun [nfolence^ footh 
AffkBipny e»d fubdue the Mind to^ the DiJ^faihns ef 
^Bfwdence^ 

' Is no wnder therefore that im <aU poHte HktJiens ef 
eheifVorldi tbis of ih^ l>rzRiz has met ^kh f nhM 
JUscfimagement^ 

r Tke modern Tragedy 'exeeh 0fa$of Oresct and Rome 
in the Intricacy and,DiJ}fofthn^f the Fable ; hmt what M 
Cbfifiian JVriter Jhou^d be ajbom'd to c^Uy falls infinite-^ 
ly jhort of, it MthenM^ral^a^t of th^^ Performance, c 1 

. l4im thq ,SiP'lSch?ATO'K*« imoft humble Sdrvant (ikid 
-^hAvmom^l fati aiJai9wled0tii% 4i^!Frucb^4>nttiliin iiis 



3l«igft, Vwkidi' ajl\ ehfe 'and yet iif(6fi 

viewing .the . Cofitextlire,' 'I ^^m afraid this v^orthy 
Author is not perfedly apprized df what a perfc6t;5i»^- 
gedy is» Nor fhoad l • much' WonHfef at it, fince he' had 
\o corr^ipted his Tafte by the Approbation of Opefa\ 
diat lie might very well be to feek in fhe Nature of 
juft *lj^^dj^ i Poem, which is in reality the ^obleft and 
inoft ufcfol.,Pmdftal6h'of Humane Nat^ "My Reafon 
iiw this l^pimrt'ooj is, te'Quoti^fion'frotii Smeca^ tlizt 
k ^Wmm Matfi fitu^g:4vHh MMortuneyy is jUcb a 
Spe&achy Gods might lodk on mti 'FJeafuire ; for he 
«dds, and fmch a Tledfiite one nteets v^th in the Repre- 
fentation cf a well written Tragedy. 

•Ti$ true that a virtuous Man may be xntroducM into 
a well written *rr^^e^^)r ftrugling with Misfortunes ; but 
then this virtuous Man muft be vidloribns over thpie 
Mi^brtnnes betl)re,Vol' irithe CbnclilGon of the "Drama. 
But lirft, this h -ndt the m6ft pcrfitft fort pfifV-^^tfiff, 
cither in its 'Uie ©r \Plea{urei 'fince a Vtd^dj with' an 
unfortunate Cataftrophe is mbrc delightful' atid more in- 
ilruftive ; for, <irft, it is more foil or the Paflions whofe 
Motion ctufes Pleafure ; and- then it ftrikes us with the 
l*uni(hment t^f the Hero nciHier Sovereignly good, nor 
profligately evil, for not checfcing his P^mons iiltlieir 
"Rife^ but yielditig tb th«r Impttlfe^ Bufried 
iiito to Miichicfs be liigfir otKe^wHc fraVt .eici[p*d. ' 

But ncf3Ct,v I aiti afraid' the 5 pii-f-XV'oH aims hot 
cVen at die firftof iheft'; "be is' fdr feting a Man fove- 
rcignly virtuous, miferable, and perifhing in his Miferies, 
and this he fuppofes will give '^n improving Pleafore, 
But how he will make that out I confeft*^^! cannot dif- 
cover ; nor has hi * atiy where* eftdeavoured^ to do • it. 



MproVement. • < - . ♦ «^ 

• Viverfiens ^ this ftind (ftys be) war out of out 
"Noughts every Thing that is mean and little ; they ehe- 
rijh and cttltivafe thai Jktmanity which is the Orna- 
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,meni: cf cur NsUirf. X^Jf fi^^» Itifrhnc0^ /o^b Af- 
fiiSfhfiy an/L fubfltfe ihe M^n^ *9 thtt Diffepfafiofu ^ 
providence, » . . 

That perfed Tragedy does this, and bas great and 
wonderful Effeds on the Soul, I (hall always allow ; but 
that fuch as he calls perfeA Tragedy can have any one of 
■ the(c Efieds, I utterly deny. 

But you feem (inter rupced. Ma hi Ay to force a 
Conidrudion on his, Words, which they will not, literal^ 
ly bear« Ix is true, he does not i^m to hav« expre(sd 
himfelf with that Clearnefs on this Sub)ed which he 
ought ; but we (hould ever hav<e fo much Candour, as 
to allow the moA favourable Con{lrudions> at kafi, to a 
Perfon of (uch a Figure, as the Spedator has made. - 

Madam (aiHuziM Laudon) I perfedly allow what 
you (ay, and (hou'd never have preCsii To clofe on thef^ 
Words of this. Spectator, did not the very next 
explain it. To make out therefore my Charge, you 
^ia^hear SpbctatoRj-Nuoi; 40, ahd then you wiU 
be more favourable in your Opinion of my- Cenfiire of 
this Author. I (hall only obferve here en-pajfanty that 
he is entirely out in his next Poiition, that xht Modems 
excel the Antienu in the Litricacy and Di(p6(irion of 
the Fable. 

What we, hj^ve to deliver of lV^ge<(x will hereafter 
make this out. .And fb now to Spsc tator. Num. 40. 
Tke EngliOi^Krit^V pf Tragedy are fojfefid with a 
Notion, that vuihen they reftefevt a vhttums or imnocent 
T erf on in dittrefs^ they ought not to leave' him till they 
' have deliver d him out of his Troubles^ or made him 
triumph over his Enemies, This Error they have been 
led into by a ridiculous Do&rine in Modern Crittcifm, 
that they are oblig d to an e^ual .fiiflribuiion of Reward^ 
and funif^mentSy and an impartial Execution of Poeti* 
cal Juftice. - }Vho toere the frfi that efiahlijhed this Rule 
I know not :■ Bsit I am fure it has no Fomidation in Na- 
ture, in Keafon, or in the Pradicc of the Anticnts- fVe 
fndy that Good and Evil ha^en to all Men 9n this fide 



to raife Commiferation and Terror m the Miwls^of the 
Audiince^ m Jball defeat this great End^ if w always 
make Virtue apd ItmoQerice b^yjifgdfiiccffifuk Wbat' 
ever Croffes or Bifafpointments ,4 good lAan fuffers in 
the Bod^pf Tragedy y tb^y mil make htit fmall imfrejpcn 
on our MindSy when we kncw^ that in the lafi AB he is 
^0 arriv^ 4t the end of bis Wi^^^d Jkfres, When we 
fee him ^eeiqa^d.^ in the depth, of bis Affii^ionSy we ate 
aft to comfort ourf elves ^ hecaufe we are fur* he will find 
his Way oi^t cf thtmaJf^pd^h^t his Griefs how fveat/oever 
it may be at frefent^ will then terminate "in Gladnefs* For 
this Reafon the anfient Writers of Tragedy treated them 
in their 'BlaySy as they are dealt in the World, by ma- 
king Virtue fometimes bafpy, and fimetimes miferabUj 
as they fnd it tn thfi ¥Mle, ^O^cb they made choice of^ 
or as it might affeB their. ^Audiencte, in the mpf agreeahU 
Manpeers Arifiocle confiders -^ JtfOgtdies that were 
■^itten in either of ihefe Kindsy and ohfirves that t^hoft 
whicb ended unhappily had, always pleafe4 the^^ecple, 
andefafried away the Frisco in the public Diff utes tf the 
Stage, from tbofe that ended kai^ily* 

He i^er^ this, allows a grea( iDany good tragedies 
.written Q^ thiBf Pth^ PIajiji ai^ concludes that — he does 
99t d^i^e 4g0if^ ihiuj^4fy pf^ ^itin<( Tragedies,, hut 
}i§ainjtjbe Criti^^ that would efahlifo tbi/, af.tbexmiff 
Method, and by that means would very much cramp the 
>Ei|g) ill Tragedy^- 4pdgm a wrcng ^bent to the Genius 
ef eur Writers^ 

From this I thwk it is very^in, that the former 
SpeBstcT had the fkmt View in hi$ doubtful ExprefCoii, 
and; by ConTeqiience^it is eyid?ii|t, that I have not fore d 
a Meaning •upon him, /vyhich his Words wou d not bare. 
• How entirely falfe ill this Criticifm \s(i( wc may al- 
- .low it that NaBne)'ivill be feen by whstt Mr. D * n n is 
has ludiciodly «ply'4 tp it in his Letter to t;he SpeBator, 
publifli'd with his Effay on the Genius and Writings of 
Shakcfpear.y I (hall only obferve one thing by the wsy 

from 



ip^ 'It he Cif^iikse A Rt '^/ Vo^fe tV^. 
from tlie P]iy\)f '.CSffb,. in the ifirft Scene arid firft A3, 
where Marcus fays to his Brother : 

By fiu^Vi^mi^ 'jwCd foMh fn^ Skccefs^ ' 

VifiraB my very S^h Our Father's Fcrtune 
W<nid almofi Utnft us to renounce his Frecefts* • 

Frditi* whcrtce^ it is pkiiii. that the Aiitho?r thought (uf- 
feritig Virtue pfodiic'isl tndighsttion ahd Horror, and not 
Fity sndFear. ' - ^ 
* And iliis is* cpnfttn'd by the dme Autjior in his Re- 
marks frpon MHten in the* S P k c tat o R Sj Where he af- 
<lires us, that ^a Perfon of a conrununate Virtue (that is 
one that entirely commands his Paflloi^-J.fhou'd never 
be introduc'd into ^agedy, becauCe as Arsf^tJe %s^ 
(they are the Words of the Authot of Cato) bis Su£Fer- 
irigs do ri<9t-fai(c Pf*y and*^ 

But this only en fafant; as being the Jud gift^fif t)f a 
-Friend- of Iinportatice ; now let us 'hJar 'what Mr. 
^Dennis offers in Anfwer to what is here^adtranc*d. 
^ To fit a few ef his Errors m their f refer L^t, he teifs 
<^ us in the beginning o^^ that Paper, that the EagliQi 
« Writers of Tragedy ^l^pojjefs^d with d Notven^ that 
when fhiy refrefent a *oirtuous ^ innocem Fe^fbfi in 
'« JDiftrefS, ihef ou^ not leave ih^^t^ thif^^ 

li^er"d\him tut &f}hisTrouhhj aisd rndder^hinr 
« umW over his Eheiriies.' * • ^ * 

" But Mr^ Sfeffat&r Xptirfoes Mr,I>bn nis) iirfiis 
peculiar to the EngHJh Writers of Tragedy, h*y^ not 
the French Writers of Trbgedy the fame Notion? 
*^ Does not. R a c t N £ tell MS in the ft-eface to his IpU- 
geni/ty thiat k w6uld have bleen 4ioriib]e ib have d^- 
filed thte Stage With the 'Miirder o^- a PHn^e& fd vir- 
" tubus and lovcly iis Was //^ But your <3birrc- 

«« (pbndcnt goes on H- This ''Error (fitytht) they have 
been led into by a ridiculous DoBriHi i>*5^0derii Cri- 
tici&i, that they are ohHgd to an e^uaht>ifirUtu1ion df 

« Re- 



'the Cm}ieie Af.r cfVot r* y. i pj 

was ctobii&'jd by A;aisTipT i » *poo Year* 

« whQ tjEjUiiis pxpf^j^ ia Ae^ 3M! Gb^ of Jaj Pfictk'^^ 

" to .mnte ComfsSw md terror, civ kfcf# 
« direstfy jbt^fliv tkat^^ Ae txc^k^ $htfB I'mffiM is. tb0 

QS^b^y^tb^A ^ue mnfi mt ehtofe good Man, n 
^ pb^ffP'iim from a pro/peraus Omdithm imo Ad^Jbyi 
^.f^ aifiead ^ mooing Campafftm avid 'irencr^ that ovt 

the sofrtwsty wem'd create Mmm, awd be detefied hf 
« silibeWMdd. 

And does not ttie fame deluded Philofopiier (pet^ 
^< (lies Mr. Dbkn is) toU vs in die very Ame Ckipter, 
^ that tyt&.Jahk to wUcb .be gives j:he &cond Prefe^* 
*5 rcncCy is jdttt ixHbkb bas a double Conflitution, and 

whicb ends by a double Cataflrofibe, aCataibophe fa** 

voynrable totke good,- and ^ital to die picked. Is noc 
^ here a vcty fbrnid Recommendatioia of tbe impartial 
<f and csaft Bxccudon of Poetical Jlifiice i ThjsJbrif-^ 
^ J0ti^im die iirft who eflahli(h*d this ridiculous Ddc-^ 
*ysxme !oi Modern (kiiicifm* 

flat he goes on; in his Didbtcwian Way -f- STft/i 
RuU ihjt.ho) evboever^^ hasirnn futew 

'Bemtdin^ ktMMifeyKm Itteetfmy artd in ihe FraSices of 
tbe MaiemSf ^ : But wkk will ^ dogmatic Ferfon ray 
^ now, when we^fltow.bim.tbatlhis contemptible Doc* 
^ trine of Poetical Juflice , is not only founded 

in Reafim and Nntttre; but is itfelf the Foundation 
««.jof all the Rules^y and «ven of Tragedy itfelf ? For 
<.f what SfrM^^ can there be without a FaUef And 
*f what Fable wiidkout a il^^r/i/ ? Or what ilior^/ with^ 
^ oat "Fa^tkal fitfieei What where theGobd 

j^nd the Bad are confoended by DeiHny, and periHi 

alike promj^cuoully \ Thus « we fee tfais Do&rine of 



f 
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Fcetical ytififcei is more ibundtd oh Reii(ba and Na- 
ture, than all die reft of tb* Poetical Rulci in ^me-' 
ral. For what can be more natural and more highly 
« ceafonable to cfnploy that Rule in Jr^i^ei;', without 
<«. which riiat Poem cannot ftift ? Well, but the Prac- 
«^: tic3e of the Anftents k zpdni^ this Foitual^fiite^ 
« What always, Mr. Spe&afor l Will your Correfpen- 
<c dent have the Afliirance to affirm that? Ko, but 
fometimes : Why then fometimes the Antients offend 
againft Reafbn and Nature. And whoever believ'd 
« that the Antients were without Fauk, or broueht 
<^ Tragedy to its Perfedion ? But I fliall take another 
Opportunity to fliow, that the Pradice of theil«^i- 
^ ents/m all dieir Mafter-TieceSy is mStlj according to 
this fundamental Rule. I have not Tmie to do that 
in this ihort Letter, becaufe that wou*d neceflarilv 
oblige me to (how, that Foetieal j^ufiict is of a mucn 
larger Extent, than this profound Critic images ; 
but yet I (hall give the difcerning Reader a Hmt of 
it in that which follows. 

Fcttkal yufiice^ (ays your Corre^ndent, no 
Foundation in Nature and Reafcn^ becaufe wfnd 
Good and Evil ibii^eiv 4/ri» U all Men en $bif 
fide the Grave. In Anfwer to this he muft give me 
leave to tell him, that this is not only a very fidie, 
but a very daneerousAffertion; that we neither know 
what really Men. are, nor what they really (iiffer. 

'Tis not always that wekaow MenVCriroies, bat 
how (eldom dp we know their Paflious, and el^i- 
^ ally their darling Pafiions ? And as Faffion is the oc- 

^ canon of infinitely more Di(brders in the World than 

Malice, (for where one Man falls a Sacrifice to in-' | 
c< veterate Malice, a thoufand become Vi&ims to Re. 

venge and Ambition ; and whereas Malice has fome« 
<^ thing, that (hocks Humane Nature, Paflton is plea- 
^ ' ^< fingly catching and contagious,) can any thing be 
more )uft, than that Providence, which governs the 
^ World, ^ou'd punifli Men for indulging their Paf- 

fions. 
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fi(>QS, a$ much as for obmng the Didates of their 
" »ofl invenom'd Hatred and Malice. 
• Thus ypu fee, that for all that we know> Good and 
<^ .£vil does aot happen alike to ail Men pa this fido 
the Grave. Becaute k is for the moft part by their 
PalGons that Men offend, and 'tis by their fajpons for 
the moft part, that the^^ are puailh'd. But this is 
certain, that the more Virtue a Man has, the more he 
commands his Pai&ons ; but the Virtuous alone com- 
" mand thenu The Wicked take the utmoft cai e .tOk 
<^ diflbmble and conceal them; for wl^i^h Reafon.We 
" neither know what our Neighbours are, nor what 
*^ they really fuffer* Man is too finite, too (hallpw, 
and too empty ^ Creature tp know another Maa 
^.^ throughly, %o know the Creature of an infinite Crea-. 
tor ; but Dramatical Perfons are Creatures, of which! 
a Poet is himfelf the Creator. And tho' a Mortal is: 
\ <K>t able to; loiow the Almighty's Creatures, he may bc» 
*^^.aljpw'4.it9 know his, own; to know the utmoft factenc, 
^ ^ of iheirGuilt, and what they ought to fuJfer; nay, he 
muft be alldw'd nptoiily to know this himfelf, but td 
<^ make it manifeft and unqueftionable to all his l^eaders^ 
" and Hearers. The Creatures of ^Poetical Creator have, 
no DiifimHlations, and no Refcrve ; we fee their Pafl 
" fions in, all their Height, and in all their Deformity, 
« and >irbeu they are unfortunate, we are never to fcek 
I « for jcbe C^ufe. , . 

\ - Bi^ fuppdijfe. I (l^pu'd grant, that . there is not al- 
wa3!s an eq^al Piftril^ution of Affli^ion and Happi-, 
inefi here below. ' Man is a Creature who was created . 
^ immortal, and aQreature conlequently that will fiad 
a Compenfation in Fraternity, for any fteming Ihe- 
<^ quality in his Dealing ' here. But the Creatures of a 
« Poetical Creator are imaginary and tranfitory ; t)iey 
have no longer duratipn, than the Reprefentation of 
*f iheir refped^ FabJ©? ; and confequently if they of- 
" fend, they muftbe puniOx'd during that Rcprefenta-^ 
? tioni and therefore we are very far from pretending' 
. ■ ' I i « that 
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^ that Poetical Jfuftice b an equal RcprefcritalJiom'df tkc 
« Jufticeofthe4/if^i|frfy. 

*« We fetely^ confefi that it is a tiaW^tls ^ a very 
^ itilperfea Type 6f 'A ; ib vttj narrow*', fo ^ry 

iiripierted, that h is ibn:*<f by teinporaP to repfefeiic 
** feferhal Puiw&ment ; J<nd therefore iirheii we ihow a 
•« Man utrfbrttinate in "^agedy for not reftrainiftg'hk 

Psiffidns, im^inisan, thkt every one 1fl?»itt for fuch aeg- 
^ left be infellibly ptinifli'd 'bjinftiite jufiicea either 

here, or hereafter. 

^« If upon thij Fdot we examine the Trigedift of So- 
t'HocL ir's'aAd fit; rjmdb s, >ire (htfll findibiheir 
« inOft BcidtiftdPifccfey, they kre impirtiaKEic«mtOK of 
. * Toeficraiyupcey it^ is npon tlii*F6<« chttt A r^i s- 
Tot LB requires 5 ^'iriiat We fli<Hi*d extfOMae them. 
« tour Correq)Ondent I itiuft confefs is in^ihar^t, 
Virhen he ftys, that Phitefbpher deckrfes for Tra- 
« gedies, whttfe Catslftrophes ate mihappy wkh RehftfioA 
«^ to the prlhdpal Charaftm; bttt tiih what Ittflfuc- 
« tions does he .give us for the fonning th«(fe^princ^ 
<^ Charafters ? We are neither 'fp^ke them vet»y vir- 
tubus PcfrfOhs on the One fide, that is W^^y^ Perfbns 
who abfolutelj command their ^PllffioRS, iioronthe 
other fide ViUains, who are adiiattd hf invettme 
«* Malice ; but fometJring between theft two, that is to 
« (ay, Perfbns who, negfcding their FaiTiotis, iMcr 
' them to grow outragious, and to hurry them to Ac- 
<« tibns, WBiA 'they wbulii otheHvife aMKOr ; 4»id that 
Wiirbfopher exprtfly dcd^, as w« 'ha^ ^fltown 
above, that to make a virtuous Man uhhgppy, thttc^ir, 
a Man who abfolutciy commands his Paffions, w^Id 
create Horor inftead of Compaffion, attd WOi^d be 
detefted by all the Worid."|Ai«i thus We have (hown 
that Aiti^ToTtE isj for Iwtical J«ftieei tho'he be 
not always for unhappy Catfaftrophes. 

Thus &r IWr. Denni!5, which I think is a ttcffed 
Cohfut'atiori-of lb' fundamental an Error in iPi^figeaf. 
I lcaiinot (aflUni'd .^jTro) but ^lloW the Fo*ce Mr. 
bENHis's, Aeafons \ but Im afraid that we build too 

much 
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m»A <Nt the Authority of Ari^oU^^ vfho (bei^s to me 
to. be a lictle incoafiftent with lueoAlf m, the v^ry £ii4 
and Aim of 'Tragedy, He tells us, that the End zixA. 
Aim of chat Poem, is to isSoyt%€t^ 'Bear,, iMid Qpnt" 
^iff^lm^ md. «t the fitiae tii^e pi?€^ia4$ ihat !;hi$ Poem jos 
to cure us of 'dKift two FaiS0QS9 & <liat he prisipolies to- 
raifet&at. as tha ]gtfb6lr.and Dedga of lVvig44(/, which 
T«g«^ is defigoiH! to deliver us from/ i 

I am pktt'd to liear this Qb)ed;ion (faid L a^^ok)' - 
fiiom you at this, Time;} becauie I have heard ijt urg'd h»y 
a very ieofibkai»l ingeoioitt Gentlenia^ of my Acquaiu- 
tanoe wkk Ibme Ardbur ; hut if you would b>Qth i^cfled^ 
them is mio mann^ffiliKQufiflence io this ; fdr A4fioth 
neV'cnprcceQj^rmt iiMgtdf is de^iga'd tio ^radicate and 
^ftroy thefe two PalEoas, but that it is to pi^ge theo^ 
that is, to take awayrthat Violence whidi they may have 
oa a Mind too^odh fo&fiVi by th6m> and r^uce 
tbam tb Gich a Degree of .Temj^raoco,. as that they nny 
flsr faafie arVower trf: carfyihg ii^fron^ or contrary t^ • 
the illules/aa'4 Dilates r jg^ 'fteafo^ # anid this is c«{v 
t8ifldf^:>keft dons by tketr Macion; for: by die I^requeucy 
f|0 Vaii0iAenae.of i&feit MotiaB^ the Bimon grows JaacBr 
fiHyioE le& Fmc and iPbwory as EKpe^rieiiee may con- 

huLpii^ ivhidi on the firft rading nx>v-d Com- 
MdiDii fo mack, that it was isnpvdifihle^to fiop % Flood <if 
Tean ; yet I haiv&cead it ib omtv ^ let in move ro^ 
fir iBushy thatia;t kft I cou]d peni& it without a 'S^* 

Tims anihft'Qccwcceneds of life, ft iterIbo{>QflaAlv<il4i 
«a CKtreme tender Native^ is wijM Jbf oyi^y CM>)^ 
diat can ffarniOi it wdth the letftiSookiad of Concerns and 
^at wathout cogaiA to. the StriAoefi of Juitice, and Aea- 
fim^ wfakh jnayi fiometames lead us into Errors of ill Goiv- 
ftquence. This Ezoefa-of Fity is what *I^irmg9ij wovfal 
eomd; the :fia9CiiMiyi9e«&idof Fi^AR or TsiaKoR> 
mjiBoiSan petihaps yet more injarioiis to our Hap|unei^ 
than .lAtt fottneC) and 

{nfiaocea or Examples on die Stage, of the IfUT- 
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fortunes that happen to the Great and the Fortunate, 
they become more familiar^ and by confequence k>fe half 
dieir Terror. 

*^ Bat dear Loudon^ ((aid Manxli a) why muft the 
Ifragic Poet be confin'd to move 'Terror and C^mpaf* 
fcnf Whv not Admirationy of ev'n Lw? 

I wcKild not (replied the fair Morifirrd) pretend to an- 
ticipate what my dear Laud on has to anfwer to your 
Q^eftion, but beg leave to oler what occurs to me on 
that Head. You ask in my Opinion a Queftion which 
bears a very ea(y R^ly ; I diall not pretend to examine 
the Nature of the Paifions, or otfer the Motives why 
the firft Inventors, Refiners, and I may (ay tlie Perfec* 
ters of this Poem dlablifh d diis as a Mnim, Cnce its be- 
ing by them eftablifh'd, (eems to me (uificient to bin^^ 
all, who .will pretend to write in the fame Matiaer; I 
(kail not pretend to examine whether there may^not bo 
an entertamiDg Poem found out and. written, the* di« 
reded to other Aims ; yet I muft then (ay, that it cannoi 
be a tragedy y you may call it what you plea(e.; I can't 
fay but you may find out (bme other (brt of Stitches in. 
the Samplar than Crofs-Stiubi Irijb-Stlteb, and tho(e now 
known ; but this I am fure, that whatever you find out 
in that kind can't be call'd CrofSrStHcb or Irijb'S^cby or 
the like, as it is now, you' mull give it a new Name, amd 
•idifterent, for we will not bound your Fancy nor youf 
invention. Thus when the Greeks had invented the 
three OMers of Archite^ure, the Dm^^ JomV, and 
tinfbsany you were not at Liberty to make a fourth, 
without the Pfopciety of any of xhltfty tndr jet call it by 
the old Names; and therefore the £r«/i4«r had two Or^ 
ders peculiar to themfelves, that is, the iTufisn^ andthe 
Cwnfefite^ they difiinguifh'd them from the^frlbOr* 
ders by Name, as well- a^s Form and Proprieties...: 

The Greek Poets, and the great Stagwik the father of 
Critics, from their P/adice have eftabii(h'drthe:£iui of 
Tragedy to be the moving Terrer aod fiomfaJIbh; and 
trJbatever Play oi! laterlude is written under, thi Name 
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of a ^r^edj without this Form> is in Reality no 1r4«> 
hut what elfe you will pleaf^ to call it. 

Tho* what my dear Morifina has faid (alTum'd L a 
2>ok) be cemiiily tn!kc> yet I am of Opinion, that there 
may bcr very good and Cuofkntial Reafons given for this 
Choice of the Antients. Firfi, becau(e all the other 
, Pailions may be fo managM, as to produce Fe^rt*^ and C9t»- 
faJJUtty but not the contrary ; and next perhaps there is 
£6mething ftill to be drawn from the very Nature of the 
Paffions, and their Generation in the Humane Mind ; but 
that is a DiCquifition too nice, Philofophical a^id tediou% 
and top little to the Purpofefor this Place, as requiring a 
View/ of all that Part of Moral Philofophy, which re- 
btes to the Pai&onsand their Nature ; it is therefore fuf- 
^ent to knoW) that by the Rules of Art, and the Prac- 
tice <3tf the. Antients, this 4s already eilabliOi'd, as Ai^r^- 
fi^a hz$ obfervM. . ^ . ^ 

As for Admiration and Love ( a0um'd 1)1 have 
a Word or two to offer. Firft, Admiration is too calm 
a Piaflion for iCragedyf and reqmres more Time to its 
Mocipn than this Poem allows, in which all is violet^c 
aadiwift. Pardon me, I do not mean that the Marvel- 
lous or Wonderful is not the Buiinefs of Tragedy, for 
that is granted on all Sides, but that mild Emotioa 
.which is the proper ObjeS: of the Narrative or Heroic 
Poem* But this is not the Admiration which CorneilU 
hoi&s of having added to the old Tragic Poets, and is 
only a Hirprize from the Knot of a vain Intrigue, which 
contains nothine Tragical, as w^ll be f^en when 

to the Fable. . . r 

Next for Love^ I confeis it is my Opinion, that as 
made ufe of in our Modern Plays, it is dire&ly oppofite 
to that Majefiy which this Poem requires, whilft, a^ Ra- 
pin obfer\'cs, we are entertain d with the trifling Jealou- 
ii<es-and A^d^efles, of which an amorous Intrigue is fulL 
Qoid, w;ho^was Love's Matter, has told us, that Love 
and Maje^y very ill agree, nor ever £ubfift in the fame 
Subjf i^. . t^t that I am for excluding that Pal&on from 
I 4 the 
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the Stage, bat ttiea I am for touching otilf that Pjfertof 
it which is confiftient with the Orarader of the Pi^em. 
And the Antieiits them^elVes in th<^e Pii^s which are 
yet extaat have made ii(t of itj ^yEmifties k hii^ 
and MeUna^, but then k is ^et^efh MImi and 
Wil^ : For indeed it feetHs a lietk iticdn^enc w^ tlnfc 
Chara^r of Modedy, which is etlential t6 the Sex, to 
fly out into tbofe TranQ>oirts and Foiid^flb wi^ 
fee before Matrimonv. ' 

It is true indeed tlie Antieftt» had aii Atdy tiitttge iii 
•ehis Parcicu'lar which wc Wanit, srkI that was t^heir Btf' 
troching before the tbtmoA Marriage and yet we find 
how tamious S^boolas is in his Ani^^e^ who h the 
betrothed Spoufe of Hdrnvn; no Pdndneg; ridii« <if 
the tender Sentiments of Mon&t^v Rsetm^t Lbiretii^ ^ 
^ thofe of our EngOiP^ St^e, tho* Hdmon be lb def- 
perately in Love, as to Sacrifice his <ywtt IMe^ oii thp 
IXeath of hisMiftr^fe 

= Shaktfie^f kittirelf hatf f^ayce any tMi% df ^ ^ 0^ k 
muft \c allarw*d that BeMi^mnt mi iktcher ii 
Inftances of the contrary: But with fubttiiilion^^^ 
Togue, I muft needs &y that tbefe Gentfemen ki*^ Jit- 
tie of the Nature of this Poeflfi, indeed of any Fait 
of it, their CharaAtrs being generallv otttof I^tiire tiid 
inconfifteat with themfelves, aiid ^ Degrees and Sta^ 
tions of their Perfons ; where modeft Women are bi^ught 
in talking like Stnan^ts, and Kings like Footmen. 

What a diffifrencc is there between ItoMrmehed iti i^ 
Jurengezehe of Mr. I>¥]fden, and th^a of E ttH i- 
PI D ^ s ? The former talks like a Woman aba^Kioffd tb 
'Prdftitution in Ac moll criminal kind, the latter is ^ery 
where modeft^ and her Honour and htr Virtue ftnjg1tft|; 
wkh. the Punifhhient inffided on her by the GoddeB 

' % art i*ot therefiwe for eidudtng love from oui* 3V#- 
geeiiei ; but then I wonM have a Love co^rffftent with 
Modefty, and by coiifequence agreeable to theChara^ 
of the Sex, f^r I know of no auwref Reaionfor 

brand- 
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bdui<iing the Sex incitli die BxafbiMi^ «f « ik^£hf»4s 
of ifliouoiK Mfiflu^yv tiajp, i W Mip^y a(aiaft all 
thofe tedious Scenes of CourtOiip , whkti muft bring . 
jfomeihing in YifMr injunous to^he Virtue of a Vipgin, 
and jMC yield nothing or enttmiiiing to a Man 
Jiiiat imows any ching of Nature and the Pi^ieties oT 
Cfaaribdtr* 

ia cBe caicdkni £&y 4>n |l0!9ery, in thrfe W^M-ds* 

■ ' • • ■ ' \'^' ' ' ' 'r ■■ 

Skin0 inito prnfi fi miici as m ilm^ 
f ft» AtfMev iky t%smfie tt c&mfincey 

Whw$ ep*f^ JiUfrn Is e»M9Hy vmijfi\ 

A H^^l^ei M thi Hoift if 'Drum, 

fmafulkMy vfbm Mtfrfi S^gU U hves^' 
JM Mil in Metaphor bis ^agonfrovis ; 
iutfim9fad Asc'id»9t^ th^ yet nnknowny 
toting ^ faify U Jeave ike Swain akm* 

He frai$ gr&m je^kstfy ytt we krtav net fwfyy ' 
Andy U cMge his RiiMlj needs will die : 
But fir^ he-makes a ^eeeb^ nuherein he tells 
' iTie tibfent Kymfh^ bow much his ItafHe excels. 
And yet he^taths her generpnfly now 
Ito that dear Rival v^m he does not know ; 
Whojhaight afpears (hnt who nan Fate withfiand^y 
*[00 late, alas ! to hold bis bafy Handy 
Ithat jnft has givn himfelf the cruel Stroke y ' 
Atwhi4> ^is very Strangers Ihart is broke \ 
He, mor$ to his new Friend than Mifrefs ktpdy 
' Moft fadjy mourns a$ being left bebind ; 
^ fUfh a Death f refers the fUafing Cbarifts 
^0 Lovoy and living in a Ladfs Arms^ 
How Jhamefuly and ivhat monfirotis Things are tbefi ? 
And then they rail 4# fhfi tbey canmt fleafe ; 

I 5 C<3n>^ 
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Afidp!»dg^ih9 S$g9 ff M Ben. JehnTon^i Head. 

The(e are the Beaucks and Adyano^ of our addioj; 
Love CO our ^rageMes, Not (as I have (aid) that lam 
for excluding that Paffioa or the Fair. Sex from the 
Stage ; but that Part only which contains the .vttn» idl^ 
jan4 HoQiantic Addreffes to the Ladies . before liarriage. 
There.is noting more nK>vifig than the Loves of Brm- ' 
dera and j^affier^ but that is after Marriage, as that 
of MoMt^f0 ^ Cafafio is, which affibdr.the ^l^!sdience 
in fo Tenable a Manner* Tjbe ikme ouy be €ud of the 
Alceftis 2nd Selena o{ Emrifideiy and. even the ulvfi^^ 
of SefhocUfy who is contraded or «^ous'd bv JUmen 
before the beginning of the Play ; and yet tnat Sove- 
raign of Tragedy is u> cautious ot invading the Charac- 
ter of tht 2^ or mingUng the Teademefles which 
contain nothing Great and Majefiic, i»r Terrible, or 
truly^ PatJ^c^c, that |{iere is fcarce fo much Aid :in. her 
Part at leaft as to make it feem ^ Charader of Loye% 

If we gp to the never to be too much adourM SS^ie- 
jpeavy we find fuliet and Defdev^a both Wives, at 
kaft when they b^tn to engage the Attention of the 
Audience. But Romances were extremely in vogtie af- 
ter the Reftoratipo, and in them to feek Nature would 
be to yery little PurpoHb; from thefe our Poets, I mean 
our f lay wrighu, took their Ideas of Herpes, Herpines 
and Love, and xhis prpduc*d thofe Monilers, on which 
his Grace has fo jufily refloded in the Qsiotation I have 
given you. 

I know very well ((aid Tyro) that to deny the Juf- 
tice of this Cenfure of the Effajr^ is to go againft Kea- 
iqn ; anil y^tif the Bu(ine& o£ Po^ry js «^p]ea(e, cer- 
tainly the Poecs of thoTe evidently gainM that 
Point. Nay, we fee on the. Revival of many of them 
condemned by the Rebearfal^ t^t th^y. have beea re- 
ceiv*4 with Applaufc, 
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It is indeed (aflum'd L a VD on) vety« (iuprizing t9 
fee , that very Rebearfal aded for three or four Days tOr 

f ether to mil Houies, and immediately after, perliaps^ 
Jays not lels throng'd, on which that was either writ- 
ten, or at leaA which are guilty of all the Abfurdities 
e3cplpded in that pleaIantCriticilh].This,my Friend Tyro, - 
is at leail a ilrong Proof that our Audience is extremely 
flupid, and give ihcir Approbation not by Judgment or 
dieir own good Tafie,as being on contradi^ory Founda- 
tions, and that therefore to fix the Value of a Piece, 
we muA have recourfe to the better tho* fewer Judges, 
who underftand Nature and Art. For either the Re» 
hgarpstly oi* the Authors were in the wrong; chuie which 
you Will, their promifcuous Applaufe proves that the Au- 
dience mufl be m the wrong. 

Another Inflance of this abfurd Tafle of oui Englijh 
Andience is, the Cj^er^, which tho* fo admirably expo^'d 
and ridicul'd by the fame noble Peer in bis Jtebearfal^ 
yet has been allowed and encouragM to that degree, that 
if the Expence that^pur Nobility and Gentry have been 
at in that particular, had been beftow'd in the promoting. 
tragedy and Comedy ^ we might by this time have had 
a Stage equal to that of Athens. But it is remarkably 
that as the chief Faults of the Drama or ABive J^oem have 
been difcover'd by the Nobility, I mean two of them', 
the late Duke of Buchnghamy and the prefent; fo none 
have contributed more largely to the Corruption, and 
indeed DefiVudipn of it, than the People of Q^^r 
lity. 

ViUainthoutyefi! 

Arm! arm! Confalio 4m, ; 

A noble Battle indeed, and very agreeable to Nature, 
reprefented in Recitativo Mufic : This is a Ridicule on 
Sir William Vdvenants Siege of Rhodes. ' But if w(p 
confider juftly. Sir William was not fo much to blame in 
that, as wc have fince been, for he was forcM to write in 
' . " I ^ - - ^^^^ 



that Way by the Ittiqcdcy of the Times. . Plays were- 
Tdi-bid, and Mafical Erttertaiiuftents futfer 'd, fo that he 
Hvas feia tottetf this'Courft, bccatrfe a bietter was not 
pernoitted ; but, of \itt we ha^e taken up that abiiitd 
Entertainment cut of choice, when notlimg could in- 
cline u$ but a mbft abandon'd Whimfy. 

That I flfiay not be thought to be fingnlar m my Cen- 
fure/healr iKrhat a Trench Gentleman, and that no lefi 
than Monffeur St. Evremmd, Ciys to that Duke of Butk- 
%nglam on this Subjed. 

I (bair(fays he) begin with great Freedom in tclKng 
yoli, that I am no great Admir^i- of Comedies in Mtifcj 
(for. fo the Wrench call the C)perd) fiich as nOW a days 
we tee. 1 confeft that 1 am pretty well pleasM with 
their Magnificence ; th^ Machines fomething fiif- 
jprizihg, the Muflt In Tome Places is charming, the 
whole tcgethcr feems marvellous ; but it muft be grant- 
ed me aifo, that thefe Marvels "are very tedious, for 
where the Mind has fo little to doj there is a Necellky 
tbat the Sentes mufi languifli after die iirfi Fleafure, thn 
furprize §ivcs us. The Eyes arc taken up, and ait 
lengtli groV weary of being continually fixt li^n thet 
Objefts* In the b^inning ot the Conforts the JullneS 
of the Concords is obrerv d,.-and nothing etcapes of all 
the Varieties, that unite for making the Sw^etn^ts of 
TtKe Harmony. Some time after, the Infiruments ftun 
xxsy ^nd the Mufk is no more to the Ears than a con- 
fus'9, Sound,' tbat Tuffers nothing to be diftrngviOi'd. 
But who can bear the Tedioufiiels of Recifativoy which 
Kas neither the Charm of Song, nor jche agreeable 
force ©f Words? The Soul tir'd oullrith a long At- 
tention, in which it finds nothing to affe& it, feeks 
within ijtfelf fbme fecret Motion to be touch'd with : 
The Mindg which in vain has expeaed Imprcffions from 
without, gives Way to idle Mufing, or is diflatisfied 
Vith itc own UTel^fsnet* In fliort, it is fo umyetfally 
tireTomeA that no Tbought but IxiiTe togtt out / and the 



It hi Cmr^leti Aier «f Pt>«:f lit. 2^ 

©ttljr Plcafiire "ri«t rcmtmf tb.tfie knguifliing Spea(sito»„ 
is the Hope of a. feecdy End put to the Show. 

The Reafon vriy commonly I grow weary ft)Oft at an 
Opsra^ is that I never yet faw one, which apDearVi 
not to me defeicable in the Di^ofition of the Sm^&, 
and in the Verfes. Now it is in Tain to chtrtn the Ears,, 
or flatter the Eyes, if the B4ind be notfitisfied ; my 
Soul being in better Intell^ence with' my Wind than 
with my Senfes, ftmggles ^gainft the Impreffions which 
it may receive, or ai leaft fails of giving an agreeabl e 
Confent to tliem^ without which even the moft delkht- 
fiil OWvtBs can never albrd me great Pleafure t A Fop- 
pery chajrg'd with Mnfic^ Dances, Machines, and Deco- 
rations, is a pompons foppery; but ftilljt is a BjfJ^> 
it is an ugly ground under btautifhl Ornaments, throu^ 
'which I fee it with muchDiffittis^&ion. . Thereisant^ 
thcr Thing in 'OpiriCs lb contrary to Nature, that if of- 
fends my imagmatioh, and that is the iinging the whoje 
Piece ftott^ thq Beginning to the End, as if the f eifons 
Ttprcfentcd had ridiculou^ agreed to tVeat iii Multc 
Ixyth the mofi common and the moft important Affiiirs h£ 
their Life. Is it to be fqfoVd that a Mafler calls his 
Servant, and fends him, on an Errand &gihg1 Th^t 
one Friend imports a Secret to another fincii\g? Thit 
Men deliberate on ftffiirs cff State fingin^, : ' 

I mi^t ^o on from this ingehibus Author, but tttt 
firft, I thittK here is efioiirt to' ctrre anj Man commdn 
Scrife of fenrclelj an Indirjatiori, 'is an Indulgence to- 
Opera's, and next th6y have at length mad^ their Exit "fci 
tw Town. JBuc ip muft he can&&*d hot by the Im* 
provement of the Tafte of theft Gentlemen, who coh- 
tr9)Uted fo extravagantly to theif Support but betatrfe 
they gfcw weary . of the Expence, there having f>^n 
coileoed on thkt Account near looooo t from th^ir firfl 
Appearance to their Departure* 

Here L avDon Qbllbrv*d that TyIRo finil'd a little 
JareeW-^What Jiave I jtaid ^pu/fifd Lavdok) <ny 
— . - - - ♦ good 



ao^ Tb$^ Copifkte A^r of P o e rit y. 

good Friend Tyuo^ to give you Occadon fqr that fi^- 
caftic Smile ? . 

To deal pljunly. with you (reply'd Tyro) it is to hear 
you quote an Author againft Opera's^ whofe Judgment 
neidier you nor Gamaliel will allow in other t hings ; 
for Monfieur St. Evremondj in the iame Colledion of Ef- 
ijays, declares againfl the Antients in a very parucuUr 
])df^merj^n his Eilay about Tragedy. 
/ , Alas 1 My &oo4 friend (return'd L a u d o n) you 
miilake me yery much in this Quotation^ if you think 
.it was brought ix^ i^ Deference .to the Name and Au- 
thbrity of the Perfoxi^ I only gave you that for the 
Kea(bn it contained, not for the Name. I kuQw Sc< 
Etf^ifMnd too well to think him ja Man o^* Judgment in 
siO. Things^ but what hejias £iid here is built on Re^- 
. Ijpin^. a^d therefore it matters pot much from whatHan^ 
Hx, comef. ^h^m he talks of tlie Antients, he Ipeaks of 
what he hf no inea^ und^ilbod, ev'n by his own Con- 
f^oa in that, very Eflay you. mention. He was a very 
fiiperfipal Writer, ^ and. was often confuted by I/aac 
YoAt^ at the Dutchefe of Mazarm's^ when'he attempt- 
ed to go beyond his Knowledge, lliat Vojpus was not 
^ jonly a .compleat Scholar (as to the Languages they call 
jitbe leai-n^) but a Maa of Politenels : St.Emmon^ 
was a .of Wit^ and a fineGentlemip, but knew 
,yffy Itttlp of ih'e Antieats, and in jtha^ vcry Eflay you 
.^ipention^ .contradiAs himfelE^noft egr^oully. But we 
$ave no^fniich to dp with tliCrCbntroverfy iJetween tte 
Antienu 'znd Mp4ems^ I think . B^i/^4ii, and 'Sir yf^it- 
li0m Temple have not yep been anfwer'4 by te faulty or 
Mr. Wo0ttcn, And therefore we leave that; Point as we 
find it ; and proceed to our Condderation of ^ our pr^- 
. iei^t Subjed the Stage. \ . .\ 

, I think that all Foefry may be brought under, thefe 
three Heads, the ASlive^ the Narrative j and the Mix- 
ture more or lefi of both ; to tKe AHive belong the PaH. 
toral a^d .Tragedy, and Comedy ; to the Narrativfy 
{he Heroic Poem^ and all Uiftorical Verfes^ (For I que(^ 

tioo 



(tii9n Irii^tjiisrl (hoi^d .clll thm Poeou.or not) and of 
tliefe two every fort and diviiion o( Poe(ry partKipates 
more or nay, they make ufe of one anoti^ a« Oc- 
€^0Q r^ip^es^ for the Heroic Poem as often proves 
A&hey a$ Perfom.ipeak them(elves, as in the firft 
Book of Jbrnefy aind (everal Parts of VlrgU ; and the 
ABiv$ or Dramfitic Pojem makes vfc of Narration to 
give an. Account of Things npt proper to be r^prefeoc* 
^; I^k. chiefly of this Antients, where thoCb Df- 
, CCOcics w^e much ttKWCe ftri^Jy obftrv'd than with ; 
the French Tragic Poets indeed, after the Reformation 
of their S^^j have been /pretty nice in^fhis Paixicu- 
lar. . 

To come therefore to thofe Rules,: and Difisovery of 
diofi FauUs in Wriijngs of thi$ kind, I (haU befin 
with (h<$.J^4jr.iwPe^, b^caufe k.c^^^ 
not touch'd on bv either Horace or Arifvik^ . # 

I am glad, faia Gamaliel^ that you have quoted tb^ 
noble Authojr,J>e<*aUi^ ^e Mr MM^U^ feWd^to^ai-eue 
me guilty of Flattery^ when the laft time we inet, rib 
often drew my ObfefVatioki^ from him. V ^ut, ala^i I 
have always been more for cultivating my Acquaimance 
with the truly learned in all Arts and Science, (who 
are (eldom ^he . Fa,YOuntes of Forpme) jtfcan wkk the 
Great y who <HJght to be the Pairons :of theva ; aod my 
Fear th^t I^ppiKaj^^Qit has. thus joog. delayed n^ filiifh- 
ins mv<Nores.on this, {^(^, Jb^o^ in X^^^^^ 
till the No'bleipan is deJ|d^ ,a«d whopi by . course of 
Years I i^ay very well expeS to (firviyc^, whun what t 
(hall (ay cAtinpt be foMtefpreted ; for then xM^ pul- 
ing F^ows, who now have the Art of iagn^tiating 
themfelve,^ will eitbetTMb^ file^t in their Zeal, or^uite 
forget his Merit. Buv Is whOL.am only a Lover of 
Truth, (hall find no chect^ i^ £iying much more than I 
now will 4q* 3ut this I muft add, that this mo/i No* 
ble Peer, haSj, in his Alteration of Shake/pear's JmUtts 
Cafar^ (hown '^that he is not a meer Critic, but has a 
Genius for the Pia^e of tbe An himielfj as well :tl the 



af« abov^ ell £xpe&ati6ii9, mtf (ay ^bot ykMi pleaft^ 
witbottt tlie fii^ieioR of Flattciy. 

Miiy, good Gamaliei (imefmpt^d MAfffiiA) ^be 
not loo £!r«re en a tranfitorf Word of BMne, wfaicWas • 
net rae^nt to Icflen th« Merit el' this Hobic Critic, 



tbe Werks^ e^ tiio ^eat M^a in Pow^r, and 
QuiSicy, in ^ MitiB^r tbey weiM ^et ftiflew te M«i 
of 1 lefler ConfideratioiH 

~ Well, weU, (4u4 l>A^uo^> k ma^en nee 4i)u<A 
what Motive made tbe bright M ANit ia fo hard i^ea 
yoif ; tbo^ Lamias have^ways tbe^rivilege of Aykig what 
f)|ty pleafe,' and the Freedoi» of the Tea-Taile, ufts 
Khem te (lich LIbeitief, that they caifti^ quk in #ittr 
ether Con^Ml^tienf. ' 

> 1o>^>oottA tbentfere at 14<i%ii*4t i ' ■ 
Jiire Mrjl, my Mi^j^, my Csfv 

' ^ ilf io9ig uikvpmMt jMmef iim the Sfy^ 
'•' 1 ejrtifdm alf^ m^ Way 

' ' lml4i iie¥^H»kt Strength far, Oftd j^tfh ftUn 

i'hMt does her Jiopee hejfend her feats UtcUne, 
Jfftinef ev'ry Feathery views herfe9f with Carry . 
• Atlaft-refih^dyJh^vleaifesih&Y^ekliftgAhfi: 
' ' Away fie fies, fo ftretfg, fi hi^, /*/>^)f^ ' 
8he ieffens toftSy atid U left at lap. 

8e (4**ff fee weak for fitikf a weighty ^hingj 
i^tf Mufe infpires a (harper Nirte fe Jhg ■ ■ 
And ^hy fieuld irtHh pfend, when pniy toti 
t^ide tbe Igmraufy and warn tb9 Beldf 




On then, my Mufi, sd^fm^itt/fy ef9gag$ 
^0give Infruttkm ihm cmcem fhr Stage. 

Ti»Vmi»i^ef AfHen^ fime^ andTface, 
Whicby. if i^firv'di give f lMfs fr grn^ a Grace ^ 
^Are, tbo" but littlif fra^% to^ wefl kn^ton 
^0 be taught her9, vAere we pretend ahrre 
From wiser Faults to purge the prefent Age^ 
Lefs obvious Srrws of Enelilh 'Sitage. 

Fitfi^b^i %fiB(iepijei^had 
Extreamlffltm^ ' UHd^J^Uhtl^aJpon ioo\ 
Our Looers Mlih^ u^mfifh^^ for nDorn ' ' ' \ 
Of others, make ibi Fit fhiHr Confident : ' ^ 
Noris the Ma^9ePttknded yeti^ thus \\ 
i^heyifrufi a Friend^ only to telt it uu 
^VOecafien Otoutd as nafutkUy fa% ' \ 

As fvhettBtlhtkyeonfeffes an. . / 

Figms of S^Hchi iiMehfoift ibinkfiJtnei 
Jrts iftifodhfi Vmuf^, ic mlal^^H 
Are allbf^ tuyt"Jf<»taf l^^ ^ \ 

And in Defirtfthn only clatm -a ffaert 
But to malA Itoge deitidim, and Oiief d^cpOrJk^^ 
l^^tmetsfnJ>ef^rJ^ ' 
Mtl4ft»i}rjW^eeed;for'Whoctd^ 
A^^^^t^t^ ^S^^ fNiferahl^ *tvitiy T 
But oh ! the ^Meigmef, adhere Jtfiand Modt 
Is heldetp, ^e a Rtfi at ShMe-cock ! 
Or elfe^ like Selk, etemaTfy they chime ; 
^they figh in Simife, and dk in Rime. 
What 'Things Are ih^e nxiho muld he Tbetst^iegB, 
By Nature not' hjpir^d, nor Learning taught f 
Some Wit ihej havoy and therefore may defem^ 
A hetMr Ohirfi than this By nvUch they fiaroe. 
But to msrke ffays I nvhy, His ahofd Fritentw 
^fi> Judgment, Breeding, Wtt, and Eloquence : . 
ITay more, for ihiy^mufi Took <Dithin to find 
Ttefe feerei Turns of If ature in *r Mind. 
WftUut^Ms Fart, tn ^ain <Dould he the WMi» 
And but a Body idtt 'OMout a SostL 



zio Tife Comflete Akt pf PoirKY. 
All this together yet U but a fart 
Of Biahguey that grea$^ di^ tw'rful Art, 
Now almofi lofi, whk¥the o/^ Grecians ibrew,. "\ 
From whom the Roioans fainter CffieSidrew^^ . ^ 
Scare comfrehende4 fince but a few* J 
Plato and Lucun are the beft Remains 
Of all the Wonders which this Art contains^ 
Yet to ourfelves we JufUce mu& alhw, 
Shake(pear and Fletcher are tie Waders news 
Cenfider then^ and read them oter and o*er^ 
Go fee them plafdy then read them as before 
For tho^ in manf Things thej grefly faily 
Over onr FaJ^ons fiill they fo prevail j 
That onr own Grief by theirs is rocked effleef-; 
The Bnll are forced to feely the JVife to we^. 
Their Beauties imitate^ avoid their Faults y 
Firfi en a Fki employ thy careful Thoughts ; 
Turn.it with Ttme M thoufand feveral JVays^ e i\ 
TUs ^ alone has giv'n Succefs, to FUgs. 
JUjeB that vulgar ErroTy which appears 
SejaiTy of mSdng perfeB CharaSers 
Tiere*ssso fuch Thing in Nature^ and you^iliiraw 
Afaultle/s MonfiiTy which the World ne'er fisvh 
Some Fautts mufi boy that his Misfortunes irevf^ 
But fucb as mtey deferve Compaffion too. 
Bejides the main Defign conies' d with Arty 
Each moving Scene mufi be a Flot apart. 
Contrive each little Turn,^ mark ev*ry Flacey 
As FMuters firfi chalk out the future Faces ~ 
Tet be not fondly your own Slave for this ; . 
But change hereafter what appears amift* 
Think notfo much where fhinim Thoughts teplacOy 
As what a J^an would fay in fuch a Cafe^ 

What follows in hi& Grace relaterto Comed^^ till he 
comes to ithe Q(iotation which yo^ h^e alittad 
us, Gam^lieiy and tlut cpnclpdf f wiiat xfit Efhy m>rds 
oa this Principal Pare :of the vi^itv Povuxv . . 



The Cmfiete Akj rfVo^r^r. iii 

I think thefe admirable Lines and Inftnidiom need 
no Explanation^ they ought to be thoroughly ftudy*d by 
all, who will pi-eiend to write ^tagtJty with the Ap- 
probation of Men of Senfe and Undemanding. Our 
Soliloauies are in moft of our Plays very abfurd, and 
truly iub)ed to my Lord Duke's judicious ReAedions. 
I confe& I cannot entirely agree with his Grace^ as to 
P/4rl0 and Luciam in the Art of Dialogue, I mean Dra- 
matic Dialogue, e(peciallv that of Tragedy. For the 
Antients v^StfhoeUs and tattifides have left lis much 
more valuable Remains. And indeied if the other Rules 
delivered in this WSkj be fsA]i0f<9rd juftly, the Porfe^on 
of the Dialogue proper to this fort of Poetry can never 
£iil. - ^ 

As to what IS find of the Plot, I (hall have occafion 
to examine it when I come to AriJhtU on that Head ; 
where I fliall (hew that this is (6 iar from lefiening the 
Importance and P^ehemineiice of the Fable above- all 
the other Parts of Tngbdf, that it really exalts it. 

But before \i?e cottie' to the Precepts of Anfietlt^ I 
fliall give you die Sentiments of the great "Fnnch Poet 
and Critic JMmw^, to fliow that our Deference is not 
paid entirely to our own Men of Merit : And then pai&ng 
hAilj over what BsfS€0 has left us, I fliall condude 
this Difcourie with the Rules of ^Tr^^eiy drawn ftom 
Nature, and her beft Interpr^er Arifiile* But bear 
JBM/<4af on tl|is Subje^ 

iUris mk 'i^ Monfi9f htd beneaib the 5fy, - 

A cmriout H^kman, Ij bis Skill Diifiney 
From an ill QbjeB maHes d good Defign. 
itbMJy to dol^t ttJ, Tkaoiei>x inHsrsy 
trovokes, for Oedwusy ofir Stpetjmd Fears: , 5 
For Farricide Orefes /uks ReMef\ . *^ • 

Andi tre9preirf£ Oi0t FUafurje^ (i^otfis Gritfk- '\ » I 
YoHt}^nj^hM^ihii.n9bU.JhiwoHldTifei 
Come -y MdinJof^ VerfidiffHU^ trkli' . 



Sift I'be Cmflete Aa* ^ Fp^r%t. 

J^cM yen iif0n the S^0gf 4Uf^m Benpm^ 
And jtfymr jitiiigei fitmmmt aUik$ imiml 

In all ym^ wiUy ^(fefw wUh Caret and Apt < 

mfiVi the F^^ns^ and imliine^'tbe Hemii* 
ffy hta laboured AB^ ihe fk^t^ Rage> 
: Cannot our Htferand Fea9& by imrng-k^gage^ 
' JNi^r in our A^lMl a fading Pi^ M^e ; ( 
; III «#jyMvi^.XeafffM<iiS^ • 

I iOf,.afetn€riiiky naHtfmBfu»l^ . 
Wh,,iuj^ th"d/ipi^ymar<fgitna^ ^ 
Or falls afleepy or cenfures all you write. - i 

^b^Setret is, AUevtiknfirp ta^gdiki^ ' / * 
mow 

. If kufinrn'tbe^vewyiifeningif ^SetkeSy 

Vnrikrdnt9 fmoft AMia oftfhf^kg^ ^ ^ 

v. Wh^ an^hOrifgninmavdli^ i 

: Infieadof fiufit^ iBipjmj^Mhi^^pan:f 

: TdTaib0r^.mm(^thBma»f9am€.'^mece jboe^ > 

37m A il^j Mhat^^ ill joi^d, " 
^ ConfoundMyJ^aiMy and ma infill 

Let not your SuhjeB be too late^d^sff^i^i ^ 
Nor Rules cf Frobability tranfgrefs'd. 

In one, I^i^^ fpaue^l^ Agps^ri^fint^ ' ' 
Tibw, oft the Beta of a wMnd^wng Sta^a 
Begins a ChiU^ and ends ih^fiay-^hn Age. 
But <f»e^ «nbr are by Reafon's^ Rofki eenfim'd, 
Wni^ihatwkkArtfbef^emUd^f^dv 
That Unity of AB'mh Tinuf, and Place • ^ ^ 1 
J&^> theSfagefMy ami utt yam^Ii^Aemn^ca, 
Write nh.wbat eannd$^ be mtheafr^cemuifMi 
Some TrmAi mtfibt f^o fiwg*»iif Mimf^d: t • ' 
« : . . ^ . Afoolifi 



Cmflete Art of PoetutI hj 

AfooUJb Wofider cannot tnt e rPaht ; 
My Mindt s not num% if yottr Difiourjfe he vaiin 
ToH may relate^ tvhut AvcHfd offehi^htEye ; 
Seelngy indeed^ WifuliSetfetfitiiffy T 
But there are Ohfeffs^ ^hih-a cterioHS AH ' r 
Wdes from the £yeSf yet <0rs to' the Hegrt. 
^hs Mind h mofi agresabfy fmrprhcdy 
When a ^arefhweven Snb^Mj hng di/guh^df 
ToH on a fudden artfully tenfeld^ 
And giw the WhoU another Taee^ and ](i^hL 
At firft the Tragedy void of Arty ^ 
A Song J *where'eattlkhndancdy and /ung%h Foft i 
And ^ <ymi BSLCchm^f^arh^ ent the "Ptaife^' 
Sought a good Vintage from their jot!y hsfs : 
^Then JViney and "were-fien in each Mans j^/, 
And a '^at Goat was the left Singers Prizf* 
Thefpis ft»af fitfy^ ^ho aU Ufmeard wtfh Lee, - 
Began this Tleajkre for Pofhritie-: 
Andy with his tatted Avars', atrnf a Songf 
Amus'4 phe Fe<ff&'as' be faftd^aTOfit*,^ 
iNexti jEfchjrlus thediff^rirk PerfonsfWd, 
And with ^ iefter Mafipte his Tf(Tyers grac dT 
Upon a Tieatre his Verfe r^cprefs% 
And Jhowd his Hero wHh a Buskin drefs*dk 
^en 'SoTphcideSy theGenhesvf .his Agey 
^Increa's^d '■the Pontp Ond Beauty of 'the Stage^ 
Ingdg*d tht Chottss Song in ^ery 'Prtr^,' ■ * 
Andpolijijl'dtugB^edyeffshy Btt^esof Art^ ^* 
Hey inihe-Ott^y Sd'thife P^erfemi^s gdf -i 
J^ich the weak hultins never coaid attiithf: * ' 
Our pious Fathers in their Priejh^rid Age^ 
As imphus andfrofanoy abhor d the Stager " 
ATroof df filly FilgrimSy as *tis faidy 
Foolijhfy zealouSy fiandahufty pfa^\i 
^The Angelsy Gody the Vh^iny hnd'the "Saints y 
( Infiead of Heroety and cf L^^s Cof^plJhtts.^ 
At lajiy right Re'afin did'her Laws r^ealy 
Andpow'd the Foify of fheh itf^ac'd Zeaf, 
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gives you a (bit ol:* Abft^aA of its Htflory (uffident for ^ 1 
this Time and Flace, with iuily tlui Obrerration that 
the iearned Gf^loa in Us vdiuabk CoUe^om4x>nterki$, 
chat Thefpis was hoc the oirigitiai Inventor •£ this ac^ \ 
tive Foettry^ but that k began maay Yoart brfore. But 
be that as it will> it is of verir little CotQ^qtience to.the 
Art, of ^hich Jbifi^tk has delivered the Ruks, which 
are followed in all Ir^^Aar-of afry kitrinfick Wordi. 

Tho* Moi>fiaur BriSau hosf ker^, as ia many odier 
Parts of his Wofks> snade <bokl wtdi BmfOCB, and tran(^ 
crib'd his Notions and Saattments^ yet I ihall give you 
them in the Wordsr of ^Hmmma kimfelt^ and that is as>(ar. 
as my Lord Mcfcomman has ^n^^led.nie^fn htaTranila^ 
tion^ tho' I comfi that I cannot help duj^cing that his 
LordOiio has more than once fail'd m the iiill Sen(e of 
his Author, and perhaps fometimes in the whcte Senfe 
vof him* . But however that may be, I ihallmt contend 
with- the noble TranjQa(or ; for. m the main^ I .think it 
may with Juftice be allowed, that he ha« oome nearer 
to that excellent JR^^firthanaay t^h^r^who has under- 
taken the 0Lme Task. But this muft.b^ obftrv-d, that 
JSfffM fo mingles his Precepts of iTr^if^/ 9bA Co- 
fnedyy that they cannot be every where fepar^ced* Thus 
he comes to the Dramdf or P^vits according to 
the Lord i2tf/<:<?w/wji's Tranflation, 

JVhy is "he honour* d with a. B^ety Naw^ , 



Rather than own his Ignorancf^ ^nd Ua^n f 
Let evry. Thing have its due l^lace and Tim* 
A Comic Suhjeh kites an humble Verfiy 
Thy /corns a low and comh Stile ; 
Tet Comedy may fsimetimes raije her Voi^e^ 
And Chremes he allowed to foam and rail. 
TrzgQdknsHolay their Stats ^gtsi^t I 
iPeleus and TekohusyexiTd 4nd pccfty 
' forget thfiirjmmit^ and^^ig4trtiG fir$f4sp^ s 
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JHe that W9Hid hw/e S^aUrs Jbart hisQrief^ 
lAuf Witt mt oniy welly but movingly , 
And fOifi Mens Paffims te nvhat height he vrilU 
We Weep and LOnghy as w fee ethers do : 
Se only makes me fad who Jbews the way^ 
Andfirais fadhimfelf', thenTtkfhM^ 
I feel the might of your Calamities ^ 
And' fancy all font Adiferies my own* 
But if you aB them Hi, IJleep or lau^h f 
Teur Seeks nn^ alter, as your SubjeB does. 
From hind to nmey fiom wanton to fever e t, 
'-For lfature formsy and feftens us within y 
And.wrius our Foriunes Cbsmges iet our Face: 
Fleafure eetciantSy in^ettsous RagetranfportSy 
And^ief dejttUsy and wrings the tortured Seiuf^ 
And thefe are all interpreted by Speech ; 
But he whofe Wordf and Fortunes difagree^ 
Abfurdy Uffity*dy j^rows a puhlick Jeft. 
Ohferve the Charters of thofe that fpeaky 
Whether an honefi Servanty or a Cheaty 
Or one vAofe Blood boils in his youthful Veins ^ 
Or a^am Matrouy or a bufy Nurfcy 
Extorting MerchantSy earful Husbandmen^ 
Arg^ves, or ThcLans, Afians or Greeks. 
FoUow Report y or feign efferent things ; 
Defcribe Achilles, as Achilles waSy 
Impatient y rafiy inexorable y proudy 
Scorning all Hud^eSy and all Law but Arms ; 
Medea mufi be all Reveme and Bloody 
lao all TearSy Ixion all Deceit, 
lo Mujl wandoTy and Oreftes mourn. 
If your bold Mnfe dare tread unbeaten TathSy 
And bring new CharaBers upon the Stage, 
Be fure you keep them up to their firfi height. 
New SubjeHs are not eafily explained. 
And you had better chufe a well known Theme ^ 
Than trufi to an Invention of your own; 
For what originally ethers wrif^ 
iVol. I.] K 1 
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^bdt with fme jHfiifK /> may f^ff fw ymn ; 
But then y0u rmfi, mt^ trivhl things^ 
Nor Word for Word fcip f^iikfHlly ^anHate^ 
Nor (jKS fftno fertile, ImMfirs do) 
Trefcribe at firft fufh ftri9 uwfiify.RHhfy. , 
As they mufi eveKjlaviJbly oh^trve^ . 
Or all the Laws of Decemy r^imwx. « 
Begin not 4s tb' old foeta^er did^ 
(Xroy's famous War, aad Pw«i*s JRatfi^ I fing) 
In what mil all tkif Oftentatifn^ end.f 
. The laboring MountOAn, fcarse lring4 forth a M<mfi: 
How far is tki4 ff4m ihe^tonmi StUe ? 
Mufe, rpeak tli^ Meo, who> (incQ the Siege of Tfoyy 
So many Tc^dtjis, fucji chaiige of M^noei^ ia^* 
, One with a Flafty b^g^nSy and endl in Smo^k^ 
The othef out 'if Sm^ak brings gloriot^ 
And~(withofit raifing> Sxpe^Ation ^h) 
Surprizes fis witl daring MirAcle^y 
The bloody l^fkry^QTis inhumam^t^ps 
With all the Monfiers of the Lan4 4p4 Sea ', 
How Scylla barked, and Poly^mm roarld i 
'He doth not trouble Uf with LedaV EggSy 
When he begins to write the Trojan Waf ^ 
Nor writing the Return if Diomedy 
jg0 back as far as Meleager'i Death t 
Nothing is idle, each judicious Line 
Inferably acquaints us with the ^ht ; 
He chutes only what he can improvep 
And Truth and FiBion are fo aptly ndx'd^ 
That all feems XJniformy and of a IPiece. 

Now hear what evry Auditor expeHs ; 
If you intend that he fiwuld flay to hear 
The Epilogue^ and fee the Curtain faU ; 
M^it^d hew our Tempers alter with out Tears ^ 
Arid by thofe Rules form all your CharaHers, 
One that hath newly learn'd to /peak and gOy 
Loves childifb flays ^ is foon frovok'd andfleas^dy 
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r And changes e^ry Hauf his WM^nng-Mind^ 
A lonth fhat firfi cap og his "tutor's toke^ 
Ijms Hffrfes^ Hounds, and Sports , and Exercifir^^ 
Frofie to all Vice, imfatietst of Reff^of, 
^roud, carelefSy fond, inconfianty and profufe. 
Gain and Amhitlen Pah ouir r^et Teats, 
And make us Slaves to Intanefi and Pd^^rV 
Old Men are only waikif^ HofiitalSy 
Wheh all DefrBs^ and all Bifeafer, erond 
With refilefs Jtahfh ^d more^tormeming Fisar^ 
Latjf9 nmofey full of Delays and HJBpe*, 
Ofptefs'd with Riches nvhkh they daH not'trfe i 
Ill-naturd Cenfars of Ufe prefent Agrj 
And fond xf' ail ths Follies </ ihepafh 
^hus all the 'Tteafnte^ef ouffio^mng Xearn^ 
Our Ehb/tf Idfi fef roir take^a^y. 
Boys mufi not btiw fb" anthsHosadte of Mem^ 
Nor Men thewak'Anxiefiesof Age* 
Some things are aBed^ oHfers' onlfUid ; 
But what m heaei mows^lefs than i»hat wefee *, 
SfeBators only have theif Eyes to tmfi. 
But Auditofs muft trnfi their Ears and yen ; 
tet there are things imfrefer f^a Scene, 
Which Men of fu^ent onif will relate. 
Medea mnft not draw her mnrib^rh^ Knlfe^ 
And Jpill her CUldnm Blood ufonMe St^e, 
Nor ktrea$ there his horfid>Feafi'prlitareM 
Cadmus and Progoe?! Mmmorpkolis, 
{She to a Swallow turned, he to a Snake) 
And whatfoever contradiBs Senfty 
I hate to fee ^ and net^ can believe. 
Five A^s are thejuji Meafure of a Viay^ 
Never prefume to make a God appear. 
But for a Bnfikefs worthy of a God 
And i> one Scene no more tban three fiouid fieak, 
I (hall pafs over what follows on the Chorus, and 
the Satyrical Pieces (which were a fort of Taftoral 
Plays) of which we hav^ ftill one extant<in the Works 
K i 
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^ of Eur^idesy becaufe they are both out of U(e bnnhe 
Stage in our Times, tho* the Chorus has been rcviv*d 
ill France hy Mon&car ^Racine. And I {hall conclude 
. Horace in the following Lines. 

Yet without Writing I may tead to wite^ 

^ell what the Duty <j a Poet is ; ■ 
, JVherein his Wealth and Ornaments confijty 

And how he may be formed, and how imprav'rlj 
. Whapfty what mty whai excellent -er VU 

Sound jMdgment is the ground of Writing welU 
. 'And when Fhilcfiphy direBsyeur Choice ■ 
. "io proper SubjeBs rif^tly underfioody 

Words from your Fen will naturally few ; 

He only gives the proper Cbaraffers^ 
: Who knows the.Dmty of all Ranks of Men, ' 

And what we ewe to^Ceunfryy Parents ^ Friends^ 

How ^dgesy and haw Senators peuld oB^ 

And what becomes a^GeneraJ to- do; 
^ 'Thcfe are the likeft Copies^ which are drawn 

By the Origindl of human Life. 

Sometimes in rough and undigejhd Plays 
" We meet with fuch a -iucky CharaBer^ 

As being humour*d nghty and wellpurfu^dy 

Succeed^ much better, than the Jha flow Verfe 

And chiming ^rifies of. more Jludious Fens. 
Greece had a Genius, .Greece had Eloquence, 

For her Ambition and her End was Fame, tec. 

By thefe Quomions from Swaee it is-plain, that what 
my Lord Duke of Buckingham has &id in his Effay is 
f erfcdly juftify'd, when he fays. 

Bett to write Plays f why, 'tis a hold Pretence 
.iojjeaming, Breeding, Wit, and Eloquessce : 

^ For thus mufl a Dramatic Poet be qualified, and -thus 
were thoFe of Greece qualified; if others who have pre- 

(luned 
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fumtd^ to affume that Province have not been {b, the 
Efifeft has been, that they have given us Plays, that 
<k) not meri& the Name of either ^Tragedy or Co^ 
nte^i He muft know the differing Cufioms and Man- 
\ ners of all Countries, or he will perpetually fall into 
xnonfirotts Abfurdities, in which Fletcher and his Col-* 
legue-, J>fyden in all his Riming Plays at leaft, and moft 
or our Eitglijh Poets of that kind, have been (hamefully 
guilty ; for let the Scene be where it will> their Per-' 
U)o$ arc all EngU^. Aurengezebiy fo much extoU'd for 
the fine Didion, is every where faulty, not only in this; 
but in the Manners proper to the Charaders he draws ; 
Marfiage Alamdde is plac'd in Skityy but all the Peo- 
ple ad and talk like EngUpmen ; Beaumont and Fletcher^ 
never knew how to diftinguifli between a King and a 
Footman, a Princefs aiid an Oiftcr-Wbman. And Shake 
)^«/rti^him(elf is too^commonlv guilty of thofe Indecen* 
cies of Charader, which ought always to be avoided by 
a judicidus, and'leamed Poet. 

The Dr^iiM^r Poet muft likewife know the different - 
(>ialides of Men, from Childhood to Age, and the 
Charaders fixt to particular Men, either* by Hif*- 
torj or eflablifh'd Fidion, or he Will perpetually ^ti 
againft the IJhnefs, in r^deiiting his Heroes other- 
wise than they are originally reprefented. 

He muil be a perfed Mafter of Moral Philofophy, and' 
by confequence know the Nature of the Paffions, Ha« 
bits of the Mind, Virtues and Vices, and the like, el(e 
he can never exprefs them )uftly, and in a Didion ot' 
language proper- to each; for that mufl be varied ac«' 
cordtng to the Nature of the PafGon he expre£ks. 

He inufl in fhort know the Duties and Qualities of all* 
Stations "and Ranks of^Lifii, or «l(e he will peipemaUf^ 
incur Abfurdities, which mufl depreciate his work, and ; 
difguft all Men of fine Tafle; and in this BeaumonP an<L 
Fletcher are cooilancly in the wrong* 

K 3 Su^ 
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. Siij^pofing thereFore, that you, or any other, who 
has a Mind to attempt the Scene, is thus qualified, thus 
exalted in Breedings Learmngy Wi*, and Eloqttince^ 
J will proceed to lay down theft K^ki^ for ih^ Coo^ 
fition, without obferving whi^h, th^re <aji be nothing 
great, not;hiiig lovely in the kind produced. 

I ^all firfi begin with the Definitians of '3!rag€dy, 

it Tragedy <J, iherefors^ an Imitation of fm)r oi).e ye-» 
rjousy grave and €»tir£ Adion, <f apifi Lengthy apd 
to9lt$in4 witUn the "Unifies of %im0 pmd TUt^ ; And 
V^bieh mth^ NarratUn,, iy ihe hhms of Terror and 
Companion, purges ihef* Fajpons^ and M vfkfifs wHcb 
sr4 like ihem^ tha$ if, i^bofi Frevaknee eanihm» mhh 
Uthe fame^ or ^he like Mhfer$unes. 

As it i^ the limitation of one AS^en only) there, cao 
be no more properly in any Hagedy y for if youipafs 
ihoTe Bounds, there is nothing to hinder you iront 
brii^g ^1 tl^ h&ifm in the World into the £une 
Piece, than which nothing can be more r idi«»tous and 
abfurd. This you eafily percetye txclu^ all Hifiorical 
PJays fripm the Right of being calFd *iriagedks^ vhicb 
are indeed but. £6 many Dialogue wretchejly wiii teh 
gether, wi^ovt Aim And Defigs; (b tfcat tbeiigkeft 
Pf aife Wi» m jtifUy py^ o«ir n^goifi^ Sl>^fie4f, k 
only, that he w;is a great MaAar ot Ptalogiies> bv sioc 
^at of a Tragic Poec. 

This kads w to the (cveral Parts of this ImiMien 
irhkh we call tr4gedfi in which we find ftill remainbg 
four, that is the FabU or P/i^, the MaonecrorCfaafac* 
tpT^ of the Poetic Perfons, who make tUs IiBttation; 
the Sentim^Sy that is the Thoughts, proceeding firon^ 
thofe Manners, Paili«is, and Habits of the Mictd, 
which form the CharaAer s ; and the LiBidn or Lan^ 
^4s;f,whi^h in Words exprefles thofe 5<ii^iinrfi^. For as 
£br the DfOfM'W andMufic made Parts of tragedy by 
AfiflotUy the Poet has in our Age very little to do; they 
are the Bufinefi of the Engineer and Mufidan, tho' 

both 
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both ought even now to be a Iktlie more under the Di- 
reAion oi the Poet, than atj>rc(ent they are. 

Of thefe four Parts of tragedy^ the Fable y or p/af, 
«s it is the mofl: difficult tb fuececd in, fo it is incompa- 
rably of the moft Importance, as bemg Co -lieceffarily 
cflential to this PtJem^ that it cannot fubfift without it^ 
bccaufe it is the Fable or Fht ^vhich imitates the ABion^ 
ind the other three Parts are admitted only to make the 
IinitaHoa more fively and agreeable. 

But as the Fable is the mod important Part, fo is the 
bidion the moft incOnflderable. 

Give me leave^ interhipted Manilla^ to fiiy a Word 
or two on this Head, for on it I think depends the De- 
cifion of a Controverfy of fome C6n(ideration. SThe 
WUy and Great foets of this Nation (not to infift on 
the general Opinion of the Million) give the Prehcmi- 
nence to the hdn^age, fetting; that in the firft {^ce 
Which you mtike fcartle wbtthy of the lift. 

Firft, % they, it is evident that none of the Greek 
Poet^j who Were eminent for the other PaVts, were not 
lb for rtfe E)iaion> and Language. When a new Play- 
is aded,. and takes, you feldom hear dny of them tei 
fa\i (ft' the Bxdellencc pf the Plot or Fabky but cry out. 
Oh K ^irhit charming Language I How admirably is thife 
Tragedy written ! I fpcak of the Meta of Fame and efta- 
bliOi'd Reputation. I hope you allow Mr. T>fyden 
to be a great Critic, as well as Poiet ; and he, in more 
gjaces than 6ne, feems to place the Ey<e'lfcnte of a Play in 
Language, and not in the flot ; p^rticiilarly in a Copy 
of Verfes of his td Mr. Sofiftbetny wherd he has this Line : 

So TeReH CB pfotfid, btitfi T±titii^ct iV¥H : 

by which he plaiiily gives the Prtferencfe tb the Language 
of *Terence. 

What think you of your favoui-ite Judg* the pre&nt 
Duke of Butkinghnmy in that very EJfay that you and 
Qamalief have (o often quoted as the Oi^de ^ Afolh 
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and the MiiCes \ He feems, treating of the PApf, to 
fpcak with a deader Regard to it, when (le fays, that 
this aUne has often given SucceTs to Plays: As if. he 
fliould fay, that even To incon/iderable a Part ofTraget- 
dy as the iU$y carefully manag d, has given Succefs to 
fome Plays, which have wanted all thofe fublimer Qiia- 
lities which (hould (hine in a fine-written Drama. And 
indeed^ he puts all the value on it only in regard to the 
- fhare it has in the Succe(s, not real Beauty of a Tra- 
gedy. 

I could name another Gentleman allowed by you and 
almoft all Men of Tafte and Judgment for his fine Poems, 
who di(puting on this F'oint, at mofi, allows the Fable ox 
Plot to be the bare Outlines of a Play ; but that the Co- 
louring, and Shades, and Lights, p^^erly diipos'd, are 
Proofs of the true Genius of a Tragic Writer ; whereas a 
Mjdchanic Head is otily neceflary for the Plot. 

So that before you proceed in your Diredions for the 
Compofition, I defire you would fix where the £zcel' 
lence of that Compofition is in Reality ; for where-ever 
that is, that Part, as it is the nobleft^ Co it is to be the 
moft ftudied by the Poet. 

I confeG (reply 'd Laudon) I am not furpriz*d to hear 
this from a fair Lady, fince that Sex has a mighty ^tett- 
dre for f^e ^things and fne Lavguagt^ as they call it ; 
but it is becaufe they lee few Tragedies on our Sta^e^ 
which are eminent for the greater and more (olid Beauties; 
yet it muft be own'd they have declar'd fiEu* Things 
another Nature in fome ; 1*11 only inflance their genetal 
and ilill continu d Approbation of the Orphan. 

I do allow (fair Manilid) that what you have urg'd, 
is the.Opinion of mod of the Beaux-E/pritj, I mean the 
Men of Wit, nay of (bme Poets who have performed 
very well themfelves in fome Parts of Poetry. But then 
you muff agree with me, that in this they are of the O- 
pinionof the very Scum, and mod ignorant Part of the 
ikfi//ioif. And I miifl needs declare, I never heard more 
execrable Cenfures at^d Judgments p^G'd on the iDrama, 
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than by fdme Gentlemen, wha have joftly gain*d (bme 
Reputation by their Performances in the lefler Poetry 
mat which as they gain'd Authority %o their Decifions, 
ib they gain an afluming Air to decide in Points witH 
which they are very little acquainted ; for as thpfe Qua- 
iities.we have mention'd 4rom the Effay are necel&ry to 
a- Writer of Plays, fo are they in a great degree as ne- 
ceffary to pafe a )uft Judgment up6n mem. 

If a young Fellow of the XJnivetfity has fucceeded in a 
hatin Ode or two, or (bme Engltjb Copy of Verfes, he 
immediately thinks he can fet up for a Tragic Pdet; as if 
a Drapery.Painter (hould pretend to decide 6n the Per^ 
formaiice of RuhenSy LeBrUfty Not but 

a Drapery-Painter may have, by AppHcaiien^* and a 
Familiarity with the Pieces of the great Mafters, a 
tolerable tlotion of the greater Excellencies of tj^e Art 
of Painting ; but that proceeds not from his Skill in the 
Drapery, but his Study and Tafie of higher Matters, 
as any Gentleman and L«ver, as they call it, may hav^ 
without being able to draw a Stroak. 

Thus it is with the acknowledge yV/#x and gteat 
Poets^of this Nation which you mention ; but there H 
nothing that more plainly convinces them of Stupidity 
in this Point, than what you urge, when they infif^ 
that the Thing which is no Part of Poetry, iyfhe prin- 
cipal in the Tragic Way of Writing ; for as Artfiotli 
oWnSy and Truth confirms, the Language and its Per- 
fedion is owing to Grammar and Rhef^U^ ^nd not-i^ 
taetry. 

I am willing to allow Mr. Vryden all the AdvaHtager 
he is capable of juftly challenging ; but certainly Criti'* 
eifmy I mean jutt Critlcifinf was not his Talent, e{pe- 
cially in the Drama ; for firft, he contradids himfelt i» 
his Pre&ces, which is a Proof that he was'by^no meanr 
iix'd in his Judgment in that Particular ; and next, Dra*^ 
inatic Writing was not his Talent : And therefore I may 
allow J that it was indeed hii Opinion, but not ia his later 
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Age;, th^t th^ language; was tb« pirkheipiil Pan af 3r4^ 
f wi^Qi)^ any Detruoent tQ nyy Cau&* 

Bat n<^w you coiae tsy xb^ Paint by iwhich you think 
fo l;riumph^ wfucii is, tj^a; bis Grace of fiiicftl i& ofrtbe 
(axBC^ Qpii^OQ. I cQtife& I have heac<i:riiia m^A hribre^ 
)iut with as little Qround, from his Word^> as now. He 
lays, lacked, that a ^lot alone has often givea Succefi 
to Playis ; and Arifi^h (ays the iaiiie> who certainly no 
Man can believe (hould kflea the Efteem of the IsabUy 
^hich he contends is the principal and aaofi eflbntial Part 
9^ f He %s that a Trag^y soAf fueceed well^ 
bearperfeaiPlay, if the F^M or .E/i>«- be jufily 
4rawn9 thV ^ he def^ive jki the iUtfifem, SentimntU 
fni j^^if^vK ;i ftir tKe Pi>ets of h« Time ver« defe&ivc 
ill the Manners, aadr Senftimeni^ a^ kaifc^ and itetthetf 
pieces were (bme, of theitv good, at kail could oe calFd 
^tagiiMy whqn the^ Con&utmn of *Tf»»py as he calls 
the F^/^x wa^ juf^y di^'d. Which is the lame 
Thipg that my Lord Duke But if you» aod tbofe 
who di-aw this fa}& Conlenuence from his Grace's 
Words in this, tine, would be fo juft as to take the 
jprhole that he £iy^ on this I^ad together, they wou]^ 
liod themfelves highly deceiy'd. Fof he £iy8, 

'Rffi m a tl§$ en^lcy. iHy psnefnl Thw^s, tec 

Firfi W here a double Meanings it figoifies both in 
Ae firft; pUcA) mi chhfif y ki t& fafi llmeg, becaufc 
the Tlot or F^^/^ mud be iirft adjufted^ before you cail 
]|i»caed ; 9nd ^^iVAf, becaufe all other ^ngs in Tkagedj 
depend on the Fable or P/ofr 

As for ypur othei* Gentkmfin ot undoubcediMe w in 
his Performances., his ExceUence in his owji way is 
AO manner of Reafon, that his Jiidgmetit of another 
mud be rights of which perhaps he may knpw very life« 
tie. But I Imow the.Man, and allow his Perfermancea 

He 



He fays, ' that tie Vkt: or rdklt k but the l>are Out- 
jines, which i«^re gM];^ i> Me^imk MiaA But I 
£roa) heifce will ^tmt eh^s the PA^ dr Ev^/e is che moft 
excellenr. He Gepf^ ittdead, that thtf Cbloui'iiig, the 
Shiiesy and Lfghnsy f rei^eriy di^sM) tr« the Proofs of 

Bat thia « atiftrer'd in a* few Words. Who is it 
that drawathe Oudkes ? Why the Ma^r-Painter, and 
^omtiieyram Ml tfiieiiif with Cdloors, Shades, and 
Ligbliiw .Bat there 19 tio Man in his S^nfts but wouM 
^cfcr Vtrria^ lFi»r^ill, RMfkMl, Rtftef»ty Le 6rufti 
to any of hfc Uftdbf-Workiian ? Look' ohfy oh thd 
SkHcbgs o^L»Bl^tm'I^ Piffi6My and you wiM find nof 
thing but the Outlines, without any Shudte ; drid yit c^ti 
any one' fyt thiai #itfh0tt€ Wing rouch-d i Db not the 
Sfc^hda ofzCt&t Ma^ ktir a.PHee, far the met6 
Excsllenoe of the De(ign ? Hoc all the Be«mric^8 of Co-^ 
l<Bii!iBg are of no maniidr of Foit^ or Value n^ithoiit thc^ 
help of the Outlines; And this VftiS JMiJhih's Judgr 
ment two thouCmd Y^ar? ago : Of what Conftqu6hce,' 
lays he, are all the beaittiiul Lines dipt together ih a' 
nnieg they are (et off by theOrder and Harmony 
of theBgkfPTJ-i 

- 1 kaow thae SM tiks Has endeavoured, in a Goal] Trad 
oaCoIbunng, to give it lift Pi'ehemtnence of the othefr 
Pact; of Pantin^y b^ir wsdi very little Rcatbiu Tho' I 
muft allow, that Colouring being a Part of th€ l^Minfen^s 
IwtMtimg hiff a better CkiEO to Ekceliencd, than the 
TUBmniox Latqtt^ki^Idftfy; which is no Part of the 
Mita$l^ r ichosr iikew[i(d vbar AHfiotie ^ \res this Ad- 
vantage to xhe^Oaict^ng as ta biiitg ia the Mannefs and 
Sfntimerrtr kit6 it ; yet thus fbrtify'dj he makes it infi- 
likely inferioBr to the I)vA^ir, Fahle^ or Hot. 

Sothat I think yoa mutt allow that theFahie retains 
flil]* itr exalted and' principal Station, and is frjt and 
fhiM CO i}e coni(ftier*d9 before die Langf^age^ unleii you 
will contend thae^orhar is iHDt of Pos^rjr is the principal 
P^n.of ia^.w&ickii^bidsiy a)bfb0d; 

- K 6 Well 
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Well (aflum'd* 'Tyto) granting ail you have laid oa 
this Head, for indeed I can find nothing to an(wer to 
it, I have yet an Obj^dion to your Defiaitton, I do 
allow that the Cant o£ fine Language is very trifling, 
and that thofe who are fond of ity teem not to know 
what it is for they call a folemn, umform wty of Di«- 
tio»ffm& Lang9fage ; whereas that ought to be peipetual- 
ly vary*d, according to the different PaiHons that are 
repre(ented; fince that which is fiite in one Pai&on, 
would be intolerable in another ; as Botiue^ Bothan^ 
and his Grace, have obferv'd* He only therefore can 
^ {aid to write fine Langusgf in a Pby, who varies it 
fo, as to expreis the different Paffions )aftly, and accord- 
ing to their Nature. 

. But I think that your Rules put the Author under an 
unneceflary Difficulty, when you oblige him to the Uni' 
ties o£ AShn, and Flaee ; tho' I own, if you 

' gain the Pomt of the TJnhy of Action, you of Confe- 
quence obtain the other two* By this Seventy you de- 
privie the Poet of many beautifiil Scenes, whidi a gm* 
ter Latitude would funii(h him with. And fince we are 
evidently impos*d on in the moft regular Remfentation^ 
I fee no Reafon but that we may fbetch tne Dmit for 
the Benefit of the Pleafure* To infii^ on this Jt^uU" 
rlty^ youM cut off half the charming Scenes of Shake" 
j^eofy and Beanmant and Fieidfer^ and indeed of ail 
who write. 

If we mufl take a Btf fry for a Livm^tf, and a Gm^m« . 
for an Alexander^ or deitrpy thic Repni&ntatiQn, I think 
we may as well admit other Impofitions that equally ad- \ 
vance and enlarge the Pleafure. If we may flippofe that 
while we fit ftiU, our Stage moves from Place to Place, 
tho' the different Places be never (b contiguous ; as for 
Example, out of one Room into another of i the fame 
Houfe ; we may with equal . Probability fuppofe the 
Suge may move twenty, nay a jchoiifand Miles. In like 
manner, if we can fuppofe that twentv^four Hours pafi^ 
while we fit in the Th^re nomoi«thaa three or four. 
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i can fee no reafon but that wtmzy as well imagine th^c 
fifty Yean may. have pafs'd in the (ame Time ; and ik' 
fifty, five hundred ; for in Impo/fibilities, there are no 
degrees of more or lefk 

You muft conGder that X«9if«if is not Athens ; here 
.we have not of fo fine a Tafte, as todifreli&an 
Entert^ment becau{e it is not r^lar, and prefents 
us with no Harmony of Parts to compofe one orderly 
Whole. What iignifies a beautiful Pro&ed to the Man 
who cannot fee farther than the end of his Nofe I If 
we have (bme fine Scenes, Wc feek no fiu-ther, and refir 
fatisfy'd with the obvious and prefent Delight^that comes 
eafily to us. 

Ycur Objedien (reply'd Laudm) is what has been 



is but little real Weight in it, yet I will anfwer it. But 
before we go on thus to take in all the Difficulties a- 
gainfi the Rules, rais'd by thofe who are ignorant in the 
Art, we (hall ftretch our Converfitdoa muck beyond the 
Tinie-we can allow. 

• Be not uneafie on that Account {fwd ^tyro) for after 
ypu baveafiiwer'd this, I (hal<l no more interrupt your 
Diredions for formine a complete ^amafie Ytece 3 for* 
thenr indeed you will nave fku-ly remov'd all Remoras 
to your Pi^c>cedure, as having eflablifh'd your iFunda* 
mental Position, and fk'd the Excellence of the JMtiint 
Drama zhavc the Modtmi • ^ 

Wen then (affiim'd JJmdtm) I |hall endeavour: to 
aniwer the Oh^dions you^ propqfe. Firil^ iMgedy is 
not defigii'd to giv& you all forts of Plcafilre^ but cxnly 
that which naturally flows^ from its .Aim and Ut6^h'J 
Next, whatever fkie Scenes you may imagine a gi^ater 
Latitude wouldjgive your Poet, it iscenain they aie of 
a cold and indifferent Nature^ .and muft come prudely to 
the Audience, where they cannot be preparM ; and even 
that celebrated Scen^ of BVufMi^and i^^jU^iM labours un- 
der this Dcfed, being brought in' to no maimer of Pur- 
pofej and ^vnthout ^y Preparatioo to nift xik E^tpeda. 




And tho' I think there 
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tioti of the Audience ; ; wkmas that between IdimUm 
tiad Agamemnon in the Ipbig^ma inLAitUs cHi Emifides^ is 
tdmrtahty^ prepot'd^ and of': evident InmidraiiGe. Nete, 
there is little Regard to be ha.4 to the. CiotapiMnt of 
putting 'th«^ Poet nniier Diffidiltaes, hy r^iriag his Ob- 
fervation of the TJmtUs ; for! to arrive tlifr Perfedioa 
of any Ast, oukh Labour aidN Appbeation k Fe<|oir'd ; 
and hcire.heif obliged to nodiing but what is tSeamH^y 
jU5ce{£iry to tb« Art. 

The <p4anfiers< vai^ as )idi\f make the faiite* Coioplaifrt^ 
wisDore aliutidcl' the:£uileCk>niin0i]ieae,; tlvtb is, the loiic- 
cnion; of on^ ActibnifiDlf in one Piece.; Thus, the pa(^ 
fing the Granicy the Battles of Torus^ of Omfisntkt^ 
the Tent of Ddum^ tke^ JLafi j^i^d^ntnf' AMciael 
Angela, and aid ikt fkce^ ci LtrBnmi JSLubin^i BsM0M§ki 
asBKbtbevoR, are but tof :one Actioir. . 

But who is it asinpldns r V "Vi^hy Pret^ndtrs^ no8 
Maibtr^, diofe wita>would: meddle iirath,whac they, un-* 
deiittuid not^ have m. Genius 6dry .net Aitifisu I am 
fpeakiug of an Art which always propo&s lof arnrwe.ac a 
certain £ad by certain Means ; but as the Dialogue- 
Writers fropofe nof certain Bnd^^fbiby cooAquence tkcf 
can I(now no^certaiii Means. ; 

Now Iragedy in. its very CdnfticntiQiir ^copo&s to 
imitate fome one grave^ prions, and important Adion^ 
to move femr tndjCcmpigJI^.; a8id>:therefbre to obtain* 
this End, makes ufe of certainvM^^. ^ \ 

' Neisq yoir ar^ highily/dfltom'^d tO llittdo tliac ther« is 
tiie lea^Iflipofiiaon 6n.yonrUnderftaading^^r on Truth,, 
initke Sxis^ Hieprefetoiaion,: ibo that.irabf<:fltitelyial&« 
M^hd^yec thao'wenctaXeeia Piajt im^gWd tbit he muft^ 
fmffak Banf^LncreMy or Gp^^nm an AUxanier T 
^>^^^ go to fee the Pidiirtof fome A)diofv«ither of 
Alexander, AebUleSy Lucrecey or others reprefent^ bv 
the Aden.. Wiho&ppofQ^ that the Enures in I^fr^^ 
Tent ofi DoritfiCv^^^^t^^^l^W^ H^belUeny 
figjimBii^ or S^ita ,.or tbai^ tbeyi are rially Jbkie dietr 
Peufons, of :v^bfiy«iim)i';Ailthtf)^^ Im we vjeir 

that 



rim Piece, or aa)r other (I mention that,becaufe knbwn 
hf tbe Ctttt common enoudi io every Paribar 'or Clofct) 
to &c fiich an Adinn m fitaftory^ or EaUe finely reppe> 
ftntae^ by Figures .admiraUy and drawn* < Tbe 

fionciiolds ^ood in the SfirvMtfc I^Dfttnre; 

But you fay fiirther, that if we can fifipore a- Sta^ 
befoce ils moving from place to [^ce while we ^« ftil), 
we may as )uftly.iiippo(e it to tnvcl^five bmdied Mil^ 
as to pafs from one Room into another^ tho' in the £ime 
lionfe. I grant it, and therefore^ all thax can be drawn 
f]»m your Ub)e^oai0, that &ere is a neceffity that the 
Vmty of F lace he pJreferv*d, td avoid (bockii^ your 
fiftafini* For iadeec^ i^yott once ^a& the Bounds of 
itmtb sLhfh^lhiohakilUf^ t iee ttbt wnere foot can flc»s 
and why yoalhoidd^' ftoj any wl«re. sut^ Sir, the 
Atttiencs never were gnucy m t&is Abfardky, bar the 
Pkoe where yoor Flay open^d^ continue to the coii€lt»- 
6on of youF Fdbh.,' ' 

The Kune thing may be feid of «he Onity of Ticfus ; 
and: wihat you obferv*- 1^ certaitily true, you may as well 
extend it to $00, nayfOoaYearv, as io z^Uengs^ But 
o£ AJBSil QxBAl&ff^ the Head of theUnity 

fif Tnii^ .V ■ ■/ • • 

: You conclude, :tliat I muft con&ler that' ii^don is not 
AtbenSi Sec I ct>n&&, our Taile is generally abam- 
doB*d in this- particular Art ; but Ali)ens kfelf follow'4 
the Compofitionf9ofSP^y^ and oehers^ near as irregulan 
m> oun Blayi9 ; iand^vet mhealMfihyfy^;- S^hock^f £ii^ri- 
fides, andot^rs, Had veforii^d the Stage, and birought 
jt, by thbiAfniknceof the Magiibate^ to> a moi'e i^tid- 
nal and ufeful Divorfion, the Atheniam^oott atkn6w^ 
led^d< the Excdlen^el. The Fviimh Stage wa9 before 
the tmt Corpeilh, and theCare and Influence of that 
gr^t Statefinan Cardinal Hi^iblr^, asab^rd as thofe of 
S^ain zi\i EngUndy but (bon took the Advantage of 
lanprovementSj introchic'd-by fo:)uft5a-Regularity as now 
reigns on it» ' 



If 
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If I may not be allow'd to. compare my^Countrymen 
to : the AtimmanSy the PoliiherS' .o£ half Himiaae JCtnd ; 
.yet I prefume I may hope asimich fiom their good Siinfe^ 
as from the Vrtnchy m\s& y6u will grant :chat i we are 
as much inferiour £o .them.in. Wit and Rescfon, asd the 
Force, of the Mindy as fuperiour to themi in firan^ry, 
Courage, and the Force of the Body. But t am too 
much an EngUJbman to give them ib valuable an Advaiv- 
tage over us. • . f . • 

'Having thus ahlWer'd your Objeiftioiis, I fliall pro* 
;ceed to the Difcovery.or the^ Rides bf.thisnoble Art; 
by obierVingi which, a Man of jGemMS.^dumof. &il. of 
writing a Tragedy that fluU pleafe as well, the Ignorant 
as the Learned.- But you mufi confider .that I am deE- 
vering> npt defending the Art in every Particular^ that 
is too tedious a Task for our Conversation ; and (nice it 
is admirably done already by Monfieur D^a^r, in his 
excellent Notes on Artfiotles P^ff/ri,/ which Book, is in 
Englip^ l refer Jthcfe to it who have a Mind to hear a 
DeSsnce of this Divine Aijt. .What I have done here is 
a Workof perfe& Supereroaatiop* ^ ; , . 

Hnvibg thus pd-oi^'d thatjthe F^Me^ Ploty or, ra& ArU* 
totU calls it, the Confiitutlon of the SnbjeB^ is thelirn^ 
principal, a)ld< n^oft impcutant Part of , tragedy^ I will 
endeavour to lay down fuch Rules as, ifoUoWd, will 
make it perfect ; and which, perfedly underftood, will 
render the Wojfk more .eafie ro th^ Poet. 
. I h^ve told yc^u that a f r4^^eiif^ isrthe Imic^ aa 
A^lon perfeft and ihtife^ aind of a juft Extent or 
Length. , That ASion is . entire^ that has a Beginnings 
Middle^ and E§td.^ The Beginning is that Which Hip- 
pofes nothing to be neccflirily befofe it, but rekjuires 
fomcthing to come a(ter it ; the End, on the contrary, 
neceifarily (uppofes fome thing before it, but nothing to 
follow it; the Middle fuppofes fomething gone before, 
an4. likewife fomejching tp cOtoe after it. The Poet 
therefore cannot begin, nor end his Subj^d where he 
pleafesj I^t mufi begin where the A^'m hepropofes to 

imitate 
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imitate beguis> and end it where the ASllon is perfedly 
over. 

All that can be (aid of the )uft Extent or Meafure of 
a Tragedy, i9, thar it takes up juft (b much Time, as it 
muft necefiarily or probably do,, to induce rightly all 
the lucidentf, till the unravelling of the Plot (hows the 
good or ill Fortune of the principal PeHbns ; and ia 
Time (hould not exceed* the Reprefentation. 

But why, you may (ay, do I confine the Pa9# to four 
Hours,when Arifiath him(^l^according to the very ftrid- 
eft meaning of his Words, allows eight or ten Hours i 
1 anfwer, that I follow the conftant Pradice of tho(e 
Greek FoetSy whofe Works, or fome of whofe Workt 
yet remain, wha ob(erved this Rule inviolably, and 
they were the Foundation on which iiri/fctf/ls builc 
his Poetics; and tho* Eurifidetj in. his Svppli<* 
ANTS, h^ bv a too ftrid adhering to this^Ruk in- 
curred (bme Abfujrdity,. yet Sephochs never has, and 
certainly: to obtain jhat Perfedion, which every Ar- 
tift ought to^ aim at, the Poet (hould never exceed 
in his AdiontheTiine of the Representation.. 'Tisjcrue, 
it*s difficult, but fa is ItrfeBion in every other Art. 
Tho*it be allow*d that ;lr^^/(r^ inComplai&hceto the 
Weakne(s of the Poets of hi» Time^ who in .all proba«^ 
bility began to deviate from the drift Rules of theCiui* 
may and To by degrees to lo(e die Excelleace. of their 
Predeceflbrs, who were more fevere Obfervers^ of the 
Rules ; if, I fiy, Ariftotle gave a larger Time to the Ac- 
tion of Tragedy, he always fupppfes^the Poet (hall takeu 
care that the Time which his Adion takes up more tham 
that of the ReDrefenlfc9tiba, fiiould be caft into the Inter* 
vals of the Att$,becaufiK that Deception is not (b obvious,) 
and eafily obferv'd by the Audience, as hap'ning out o£t 
Sights Yet fince the Poet is^Mafler of his Sub)e£i:,. and 
entirely free in his Choice of it, he ought rather to 
chuf^ or invent fuch Anions for his Dramatic Imitation,, 
as may be, n^orejuft, and more according to the nice(l 
RuleroC Alt. Tiut this may be dpne is plaia and evi-' 
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detit from the Aja^^ the EUBra, both the Oedipus^s, An- 
tigoney and the reft of the Tragedies of Sophocles which 
i^ct remain* 

But to proceed -^Thc SubjeO: or A£iion of Tra- 
gedy ought to be oncy ^ad not all the A^^^ions one 
Hero, as ahnbft all our Englijb Tragic Writers have 
choCen % ialfely fuppofing (it they indeed had anv 
Thought of this Unity at all) that tliis Would reach 
the Unity demanded : For tliac is by meatls fufficient to 
conftictite that Unit y, which is abfohit^ly required in 
a good and juft Tragedy. For we tnay wiph as much 
Truth call all the Afhoos that bap^efei in oat Ase or 
Nation^ or in the wbole World ztl t\it difiSrent 

A&ions of any one Man. Homer in the Narrative Pcfci* 
try^ and Sdphdclety Euripides^ and the other ONfek Tragic 
Poecs, never oiFend in this Points 

For as in ail other ImhatiotOy what is imitate!, ft 
one, (as particuiaiiy we have feeA in Painting) it is in 
Ti^edy ; iince tlic Fable is the Imitatioit of an ABM^thtl 
Adronmuft be<>;ltf and entire ;aiid whofedifierent Psifts ar^ 
link*d together^ that if ydti traft^sAofe them, or tak^ on- 
1^ one away, die whole will be entirely chang*d or de- 
ftroy'd. For whatever qib be added or left oUt, without 
cfluhng k (enfible Change, eannot be a Pd»»# of th^ ABhit. 

But I have already faid^ much oh the Unitiiss of 
Time, AQion and Place, that there is no 6f 
dwelling any longer on thofe Points. t( I have repeat- 
ed any thing in Explication and Defence of them, tht^hr 
Laportance in the Tragic Performance will make a fuffi^ 
cient Ezcufe. 

In the next Place, which kdeed feems^ fort 6f t 
Confegtience of what I have (aid, it iis not the Poet's Bufi^ 
nefs.to relate Things^uft as i^hey cafne to pa(sybat ^ they 
mtgiitor ouglitneoellarily or probably to happen* Ferthd 
DiSerence between a toet and an Hifioridn^ is not that 
theibrmer writes in Verfc, Mrtd the latter in Profe ; f«r 
were my Lord Cl^rendon^s Hiftory put into Verle, it 
wou'd be ^ an Hifi^tjx SpeHfer put into Profei 
/ L the 



the Ftfify Qttein would iioniiFithftandifi>g be a loem : 
3ut the r^al Difference is,- that the Hiftorian is ohlig'd 
to fct down Things as they really come to pafs ; but the 
Poet J as ihavefaid, as they.m^t or oii^i to hippen* 
And this njajfcei^I^oetfy infinitely more Grave and Moral 
thanHiilory^ /that dealing in X^m/r/i^ this in P^f//Vii- 
isr^ ; a QenftalThirvg is that wiuch 'evtfy Man of 'Aidi 
or . fech a <^imi£ter nece£&rfly. or probably ought to do 
or fa^y v^ich is always tbe jittt ^fta ufeifel Aim of Poefyv 
ev'n when it impefes true Names tm the Perfbns it iri- 
troduces. A Fwticftiar Thinj^ is ^ Esatople^ what 
any particular PeHoB, as (uppoiS AJtibiMdef has done" or 
fijfef '4* or fiud. And it is for dils n'f»6dn'{(kyk Afifietle) 
tb^t J^tryis more Solid and Mdtal than Hifioty^ 
. Th^t the Mthfx^ftitr vxA ^n^ic ^^^ ildtantagft 
Poef^ , will appear more juft ffOnl this Confidera^- 
ti^my that Hiiiory can inAfud no ^artlier^ than the 
F^Ss it i^lates an opportmnky ; and as thoie 
Fa&s are FartiaeUr:, it very ra«!y iiappen^, that they 
are fuitable to thofe, who read them, and thalt 
there tis not one of a thooiand to whom they agree; 
9sid thofc xo whom they do agree, have not oer- 
hzpk fin, all thcar lives two OdcaSot^^ <yfi Which tiiey 
cad 4rs»r any Advtitt^e' ffom what they^ h^fe read. It 
innot (b wich' Poetry^ itkac 4Be^ dofe to <jtmf^h^ and 
iris fonxucfa the more Inliamidive and Moral, as Genera! 
Things furpafs Particulars. Befides It IS not the Fad 
that inffra&s,bttt lihe Caufes of thofe Fa3s. But thofe are 
generaB v, if ^yrvjt kept fecrct trt tlie firerih of 
Sloitartfas, StatafitieB, and' other firft Movers of ^htm : 
But the Poet ^ewig Maftcr of his Matter advancc$ 
aodiing' for whidi he doet nd^ g?ve'a very good 'Rea^ 
fon ; nor the^e fo muth as aTfmall Incident, of which 
he kys not open die Caufes and 'Effeds. - 

Thirdly, Hiftoty only employs a bare Ndrrd^hn, Pi^- 
#ry makes u(e or AUion^ oecaufe it is an Imitation of 
one J and aviery 'thing Is animated m^ttigedj^ now what 
is oiily related^ of barely to be underftood^ afiedsti 
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much lefs, than what we fee with our Eyes; Fourthly, 
Hifiory is cold, and as I may lay folitary \ whereas Poe- 
try joins Philofophy, Theology its felf, and makes its 
advantage of the Pagans. . : 

This IS fufficient to (how that the Adioa imitated by 
XrageSbf muft be general, and not ^rticttlar^and that it is^, 
notwicbftandin^ the linpoiition of true Names on fome . 
of the Dramattc Perfons, which (bme Poets have done> 
to give their Fable the Air and Authority of ^tuthy by 
ufing known Names, yet that Influence is but narrow, 
fince in an Audience there are few fo well acquainted 
with HiAory, as to difiinguKh between the real and 
feign'd Names that a Poet' makes ufe of > but the Fable 
touches equally the Igndrant land the Knowin^^ ^and 
therefore both the Modern and Antient Poets have often 
been equally tlie Authors of the Namesi and the ^kbtei 
Hence it is apparent, that .the Poet ou^t to' be rhe~ 
Author of his Subjed, as much as of his VeHe, e^«^ 



ImitMim^ . He. has the lame Right to t^ Name, wbeil 
he prefents us with trq« /iri»i20fi^/,^f rovtded tlmt theft 
true Incidents haye the Poetic iQpaUtte^ of Verifimiiitildei 
and that Po£bility which is requir'd by the Art, ! which 
indeed are yery> rare; and therefore a Fable wbetiy 
titious will generally, be more Poetic, as well as iBore 
eafily adapted to Nature and Art, than any that Hifiory 
does afford. " 

I mufi here adraonifh the Poet of one grofi Error,' 
lyhich mofl, if iK>t all of :0&iir St^lffif Bfioiatic Writers 
have been guilty of, and that is., .o£ i^ under Thts tt 
th^y, call jchem, which . (^Idom dr n^er ace of s' Piece 
with, a^d^0 link'd t<^ thftW!»i'J>5fi8h, lajinot tomake 
the Adion double, r and for deftl-oyst tSgLt) U4ity, > rwitbout 



from this, that you may cut off tlie under Plots i'rom 
Qur Plays witliout the leaft niaiming oif the Sub)ed. Be-* 
fides, by intnoducmg ^jui^defrPk^t^ you lUftradtbe Ac- 
t^i9p>ji5 of the Auqiejqj:^ v^iiy pften enpigc ihcm; 




which a juft Tragedy 
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in a greater Concern for the PerfonsoFthac^thanfor thbfe 
of the princ^l DefigiuThe Wrkecs,who have been gnilty 
of this Pradice,very mreakly pretendythat a Play without an 
under Plot is too naked, too thin, to give a fkll Enter- 
cainment to the Audience ; if that be ever true, it is 
becaufe the Poet is too ignorant of Art and Nature to 
-giye a (ingle Plot thoCb j^auties^ and chofe hiilions, and - 
Incidents, that fliould render it "agree^le, nay trah- 
iporting. fiutL wse have (iifficient Proof even here of 
the FalSty of this AlTertion, <fince weiind that th6fe 
which 'haye no under Plot have taken- more, and are 
much more lafting than the contrary. I need only in- 
iUace in Air for Lm, The Orpbamy and Vmicg prefirft*4. 
*Tis true indeed, that in the laft there isimi(erable Farce 
mnder but then, you muft remember^ that this 
Farce has been left out ior^many Years. . 

la the iiett Place, I deilke that ^ you would remember • 
that iraget^ is the Imitatioo,onot only of an entire Ac- 
thfty but of (kich an Adibn, as moves 'terror ^2x16. Cwn^ 
fnffon \ it excites any other PafGon, it is hoc ac- 

cording to our Definition, and contrary to the Defign 
of tragedy \ for it is certain that there can be no 
gedy^ where "Fear and Pil)f are not excited. And there- 
fore all thofe Plays (for I will not call them ^ragidies) 
which aim only at die railing Admirsnlot^ are exckded 
by d/lrijhtle ind Reafon ; tor that way ^of i^efining the 
PafHons by Admiration (which Corneilie in France, and 
(everal in EngUnd have attempted) is not at all the Defiga 
of )ufi 'tragedy ; for that Paffion is too foft for (iich a 
great EfFed. ira§edy only employs terror and Comfaf- 
fioet, and leaves Admiration to the Efic or Narrative 
Poem, to . which it is more neceflary and proper, and 
where it has more time to z6l on liabi^tides and Man- 
ners. Not but that the Tragic Poet makes ufe of J>oy^ 
Iav09 Htpe, Anger y Hatred ; but then it is in order 
from their Operation to produce the Aim of Tragedy, 
Ensr and Tity* Thus if theft Gentlemen would mean 
by Admirationf the Gmty the Marvellous^ and the 
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Wond<Hr64 <>£'th6 Xt^k Ihcideticsy we. fhall eafily al- 
lour chat PdflTioa Place in tkis Poenv 

Now th^te t^o PafSLotts of Fei»» and T'tts/^ lays i^ri/- 
/(^//e, come t by (Urpaze^ whea foms thiags are produc d 
by others coatrary to our Eiqxedatibns, as in the OfW^- 
fsa Safhoflfi {mviXo ht &eti'm Efi^ifi} where the 
C^4ptjfiafi M^^si wiiich. (eems totpromifeaii £nd of 
the F^ar^ of/thait Prbce^ quite contntry taour JExpeda-- 
tio^is^ makes himrfintirely tinhaj^y ; hot it if* not every 
Accident that fiicpiisBes. that is Tragical Foit Exanople^the^ 
falling of adoufennay cruOYia Mda to Dcathvor thekilHnga ' 
Mati by the mddm cafi of a Stoine; tlie (brprize thatiuch 
Accidents cau& is by no means proper to ivfihe the Paf- 
fions ; becaufe tliece: being no feniible Cau£b that pro- 
d^^Vi (hem I .we impute them to blind chaaoe, nor* 
know how to make any Application of 't&emr Batothd « 
Snrpriss^ that ^4(^ei/requiiX3, k thtt ix^hichOiowsift- 
vecal incidents, which: are produc*d of one another, 
contrary to the £xpe^tion of < the Andienoe. For the 
M^fVtlhns or Wonderful k much more evident in 
the(e> than in fiich as happeni without Dsfign and by 
Chance; becaufe thefe Accidetits'>arc purely fortuitous, 
have not the Matrvtllms et J/fvndifful^ which we 
find in thofe ths^ are produced by^foregoiiig Incidents. 
For there is noehitii^ very inronderful iif a Man*^ being 
kiird by theLfall oFa Hou(b,t^e Spedatbr's Mind (earches 
not into a Caufe which is hid the Breai)? of Provi- < 
dqixe, and has no other* Coaasrn^ for biiii> than what 
common Humanity obliges him to. But when any Sur- 
prize comes from mofe things which are produc'd by one 
another, this certainly has the^ Wonderful required to 
*l!^rageiiy\ for the Spirit of the Audience is ftricken and 
filled with the'' Ob)e£l, he fees at the fame Time its 
Qufes and Efifefb, and *tis &bm thir double Priofpeft 
that the Wonderful is produc'd; Not but there are 
Accidents nrhich are the £fle<^$ 06 Fortune , which ytt 
fecm to be conduced with the De(tgn of a particular 
Providence, as in the Fall of the Statue of iM^/ onthis 

Mur- 
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Murderer, infian€*d by AflfietU. This iltfi^i was aa 
4TS^^^y kiU'd in a Tumult, at a Public Soknmity^ 
his Brazen $^.atue fell pa hk Murderer and flew him ; 
thp* the f'all might be by Accident^ and that it would 
bavp &rti if he ha4 not been under it ; yet the Spec* 
tatQr i^rho joinsi- tb^ and the Effeft tc^ether, ii 

eafily perfu^dedr that it was done defignedly, that is^ by 
? judgrncjt £r<m th^ Gods q>r Providente. There arc 
many Accidents of the like Nature to be met with in 
Hiftory^ Thus in a Mpdem Play call'd Luduj or Tb» 
Chrififan King, pf Bri^mn , Lucius intending to 
th^ JR^vilher ot his ftftiArefi) kills his fuppos'd 
Fathers yet in tb? midil.of his Terror, finds that he has 
kiU'ci hi?.5atfej5c'^ Murderw^. and not his Bather.' 
. But %s D0fier, a ,(cruple may here arife, and thai 
very remarkatde^ and that k to know whether ^ Poets 
(hould endeayoiir' to make tt^eir Surprizes by Incidents^ 
vhich have nothing of Ci^ance. in them,, and which na^ 
turally proceed op^ frcjnx another , or wiiether thev 
(]K>uld.try tQ:prQdw;€,tb» Surprize by Accidents which 
may feem to happen defignedly, and yet may be im- 
puted to Chance^or Fortune, i l ihould (fiys he) declare 
myfelf for (he latter, f(Mr that;(eems to me much more 
Wonderful ch^n the former $ ^ it is ior^ this Reafbn that 
Ojedipvs is the b^ft Subjlift' far^ Urage^ thzt &rtt 
W4S. For whatever happened to that unhappy Prince, 
has this Cbara^er, 'tis manag^'d by Fortune, bnt every 
Body may fe^e, that all the Accidents have their CaufeS) 
and fall out a^cprding to the Defign of a particular Pro- 
vidence. But with Monfieur Daciers Pardon, (ince 
Arifictie has not decided in his Favour, I am of Opi- 
nion^ that the Incidents produc'd by one another, is as 
tlie left difficulty fo the more beautifiil. However this 
i^ left entireljr in the Bi caft of the Poet, fincc both dif- 
cover, a pecuji^r and happy Mafl^y in the Art, 

The Yahlts or Plo/j of a Uragedy are divided into 
two Sorts, viz* Simple and Cnnfoumded, for fo are the 
hJStkotis which th^ Fables imitate. The SmfU are thofe 
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A£tions which arc united and continue to the End, 
without any Change of Fortune or DiTcovery in the 
principal. Perfbns, Of this kind in the Englijh Tongue 
ss Cato ; for there from the Beginning Cato is id Dif- 
tr^fe. and the Play ends with his Death, without any 
Chaise of Fortune at all ; the Ajax of Sophochs is 
of the fame kind ; but I cannot , with Monfieur 
Dacievy put the Antigoni of the fame Poet into this 
Number ; for there is a very great Chaage in the For- 
tune of Creofiy as well as of Antigone^ and that pro- 
duc'd efpeciaJIy in the Part of ^reoftj by all the forego- 
ing Incidents, from the very beginning of the Itr^gedf: 
There is indeed no DiCrovery, but the want of that 
does not make it of the fimple Kind. For the Cwnfouni- 
ed Fable is diftingui(h*d from the former, by having ti- 
ther a Change 4ff Fortune in the principal Perfbns, or by 
a Bifcoveryy or by both; the latter is the moft beautiful, 
and of this kind is the Ifbigema 'm ^tauris of Mn Den^ 
nisy and his Liberty averted ; in both which the Difco- 
very makes a Change of Fortune, fi«om Mifery to Hap- 
pine& 

In both thefe forts of Fahtes, all ought to proceed 
from the very Conflitution of the Subted, in fuch a 
Manner, as that what precedes them,(hou]d produce them 
either necei&rily or probably. For there is a very 
great difference betwixt Incidents which arife one froin 
another, 9nd diofe which only come one after another* 
For as Dacier juflly and appeffitely obferves, the latter are 
like Numbers which fubuft by themfelves, independent 
of thofe which went before, the firf^ neither induces 
the fecond, nor the (econd the third, 8^. but tho[e In- 
cidents which anfe fi'om one another, are as Parts of 
the fame Body, which cou'd no longer fubfifl, fhould 
we take away or change one Part only : For that would 
diilblve the Connexion, and break the Continuity* 

This Change of one Fortune into another, that is 
from good to bad,' or frtMB bad to good, ought to fall 
«ut <ontrary to expe&ation, either neceflariiy or pro- 
♦ bably. 
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bably. As in the Oedipus %ii Sophocles \ for he» who 
comes to tell him agreeable Hew$> and which ought to 
deliver him from tho(e Fears into which his Apprehen* 
fion of committing Inceft with his Mother had thrown 
biim^does the quite contrary^ in telling him plainly what 
he is, and putting his doubted Birth beyond any doubt; 
and (howing him that he is both a Parricide, and an 
iQceftuous Per(bn, Arifiotle gives yet another Inftance 
of this kind from the Lymeus of ThgodeBes an AibenUn 
Poet, which I (hall mention tho* the Tragedy is periOi'd, 
the Philofopber's Account of it being fufiicient for our 
Purpoie : hyncens^ who was led to die, and Ddimaus his 
Father in Law following to ofier him in Sacrifice, both 
chang'd' their Fortune ; for by a Series of Incidents it 
came to pais that Vanatfs (uifer'd the Death that was 
prepar*d for Lynceus, and the latter was fav'd. Thus in 
the Ifhigema of Mr. Dennis , the Queen thinking to ia- 
tufy Oreftes and Wades that the Godde(s Diana de- 
manded her Death, diCcovers her to be the Daughter of 
Agamemnon^ and bad by the Art of the Father and Mo- 
ther efcap'd that Fate, tho* (he had been demanded by 
that Goaded at AmUs. This made Or^fies find that the^ 
Pnefbrs was his Sifter Ithigeniay which removed the Bar 
CO the CJueeu's Love oi tlut Prince, and fixes the Hap* 
pine(s of the whole Company, that is, of ev'ry one of 
the Principal Charaders which entirely de{>endeduponit. 

The Difcovery in this Place does not mean a (implp 
finding oilt ady thing, that is not known, but a PafTage 
from the Ignorance of a thing to a Knowledge of it^ 
and which is attended with a Rei^embrance, as the Greek 
Word imports^ as will be plainer from Arifiotle*s Defi- 
nition of it, and. yirhit follows i a Difcovery therefore is 
a Change, which caufing us to pa(s from Ignorance to 
Knowledge, produces either Hatred or Love in thofe 
whom the Poet has a De(ign to render either happy or 
mi(erable. 

The heft Difeovery is that which is followed immedi- 
ately or accompaoy'd with the Change of the Fortune 

L of 
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of the Prindpal Perfons^ jH k is in the Oed^M. Therrf 
are indeed many oth^ Vifcoveriei , as by inanimate 
Things, and fuch as are moi\ comtDon. We may lik'e-> 
wife by a Difcovery come to remember what any Ferfod 
lias done or not done; thefe us*d ifrithL Judgment, 
and to pr€>dtice the more importaiu;, are not contemp- 
tible ; but the other is die mod propel fpr Fable and. 
Adion: For that Difcovery, accompanied with the 
Change of Foftunc r^quirM, will infallibly produce 
•^cher CcniipaiKon of Terror^ of which Tri^edy is an 
Imitation, as is laid down for a Fuadamental ; it will 
al(b produce the good or ill Fortune ^ the Phnc^ 
Perfons; 

Since therefore the W/c(H>ery iiickides the Remem- 
brance of certain Per{ons, ie «itift be either (ingle or 
-double.' The Angle is when one Perfoa is remember'd 
by one. whom he knows ; zs Oedifus is remember'd by 
Jecdpa^ whom he knew J The Ihuhie, when two Per^ 
foils who know not, do vet -come to remtoiber by cer«: 
tain Circumdances each other, as in the fyhig0mAia.^aif^ 
rls of EHTtpldeSy where Ifhlg$nia is d&over'd to Ow/- 



abd of which Hie had told him the Contents, that if the 
l^etter (hou'd chance to be lofl, he mig(ht deliver whit 
fhe had written by Word of Mouth, which difcbvers 
lier to Orefies to be his Sifbr IpMgems; on the other 
Hand, at the fame time he is difcover'd to her . by ccr- 
tain Prefents which fhe made him. In the of 
Sophocles, the Difcovery is likewift double, for EleStA 
k ttrft made kfiown to Orefies , and he afterwards to hcr» 
Befide5 thefe Parts of the Fable whidi regard the 
Subje(fi, there is yet another whicb ilri/o^/^^aUs thepn/- 
florf, that is, the Snfferings, which he explains to be an 
Adion or Incident which deftroys feme PerioiV) ot 
cau(es {bme ^^iolellt Pain,as an evident and certain Death, 
Tprmeii tSj W ounds, or the like. And tho' thefis muft 
never be given on the Scage, yet a Ferlbn may come 
and die therej ot.giv^'evidiat Mar)scf his-SufiSsrings^ 



Us by a Letter which (he 




w« 



without eipofiing the Atrocity of the it(elf to ti^i 
AudietKre..; ' ' - . li . ■ ' ' ^ . * 

ffle ISO fliW what arc. the proper Ci^^Aets fyr Tragedfi 
Bttt a .great ]heh> to Jthii,. will fpp.tkefPoet to keep 
ahrays his .Mind «tht ijDe&iiifcioa already given of 9 
Tr^ical A^bn, that js» that it is ever to oe fuch ast 
fliallirai&' Fear and Pity. . - 

Since therefore. Tragedy, to have all the Beauties of 
which it is capablb> ^ug^t to^h5.<tfmJ^0M|l^f^» and not 
fmfl» \ aal tuit as I have oftdn Slid, it ought t5)^«xdte 
^[errpf^^ and whidt i9> the' Property ipf thk: 

Sort of itnitaitioA, it neceffiitily . follows thut w^ Qughl^ 
not to choofe k. iCharafi;|U^ of K p^rfeftly f ood: M4n, t^ 
make him fall £rom Prd^erity into AdverGty i for bf^ 
that, ioftead of Fiair nki Fity^ we Oiou'd give Horror^ 
which is decefted by all. 

It is equaliy evident that he ouglit not .to jctke an ill 
Man, tamak&him.'fniin.mi(erableh^y, aod e%(y[;-6>r. 
there is nothing le(s Tragical, fince in that wo iwd not 
any: of tlu> £&as of 1^^/ ^ mo- 
Vinff either Terror or CompdHiatt, ft affords )us n9t the^ 
katt Pieifure. Nor ought the Poet to entertain ub 
with the Misfortunes of a very wicked Pcrfon ; for tbo* 
it be certain that fuch a^Heptefentatioo may asflPord fbme 
fort of fatisfadion, yet it cannot move either Fear or 
pHy ; for the ' £r& ts produced by thoC^, who are like 
oudel^es,' and the latter by the Milerie&of fuch who de* 
ftrve better! hack, Snst it appeah chat the Puniflunent 
the wicked is jieither terrible n<Mr pityftil. 

There remaiks thpre&rr/only that Charader, which 
is between thefe two j and which bein§^ neithei- fuperla- 
nvely giwi or bady, doe^ not djcaw his Misfortunes oa 
him by his Wickednels or his Crimes* Let him tliereforiS 
cho^r^ his Principal PerCbii ffom among thofe who are 
of emtneht (^tality, aud great Reputation, one who is 
become miftra^e hf ^fhtm ivmimAarjf FsMby d>at is^ by 



144 Cmplete A R T 0/ Po eVu r^" 

feme Fault which immediately proceeds frbm his yield- 
ing to a violent Paflion, as Oed^us^ and Thifies^ znd, 
the like.' I mufi here adveftiife the Reailei^ (hat it is 
not neceflary that this Perfou be a King^ zs O^difus «ras, 
i>uthe muft be at kaft a Nobleman or a Perfon of high 
Station* ^Tis tfu^e, that in all the Greek Ti^agedie^, 4& 
Principal Perfeti^ are Kings : ^Bui-then firftwe muftre^ 
member, that they were but Petty Menarchs, and fcarce 
attended with the Magnificence of our Noblemen. Next 
it is plain Sy the Orphan of Otwayy that this latter is ful- 
ly as moving, and afiedingof the Audience. 

Hen<Je it oecef&rily follows, that a Fable that is well 
and artfuir/ccmipos'd^ ought to hcfin^i.vA not JMte^ 
^at it bu£ht rather to end with the iH Aaxi gped For« 
lAiue of the fnncipal Vetfins^ pro>^iied that Unhap* 
pinefs he the or Coniequence of fdme great Fault, 
and not of a remarkable or fcandalous Crime. In (hon, 
it ought to be the Misfortunes of a Man neither had nor 
goodi Thie fuiefk tragedy therefore is, that which is 
^coiiding to the Rules of Art, in whidi thit Conduft 
muft WbbftnrVJ. • ^ i 
- *Ti9fof this reafon (iay^s iffi^0l/e)thQfe whoi>laxiie&r 
i^^)</d^ fotifoilow«ig thefe Maxims in his Tragedies, 9xA 
th^t moft of his Piecces have an unfortunate End, are 
very much deceived, (ince that Conduct of his is perftdly 
good> aiKl thus he was the moft tragical of all die 
Poets. 

As for that Fable which has a double End,, one fortn- 
tiate for the good, and unhappy for the wicked, tho' 
it may afford fbbe fort of Pleafure, yields not thtf 
which is proper to Tragedy ; it may do wdl in Come- 
dy, where the greatefc Enemies go otf good Friends, 
without one Scratch, or the leaf); Blood(hed. It is alTo 
allowable in the Narrative Poem, as in theOiyJiri of 
Momery and the ^neis of Virgil. 

The Terrible, and Pitifiil in Tragedy, muft be pro- 
duced by the Series of Incidents, for that is a Mailer- 
firokd. Bei:auie the Fable mufl be compos'd in fuch a 
~ / - ; ' Man- 
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Maitnerj that thcT^the whole Fa^ is not fi^ httfbfe the 
Eye^ of the &)edat;ors, they (Hall tremlile and be fou^h*il 
ia die ikiif (ciififcle degrise by'the R^kal of theni, and 
feel ti»& Hone Cbcapaffiort ^nd^TerrofV A^hkh none can 
hin<{er\henifelve$ from feeling at the Tragedy of D?d!i« 
/ifi. BulS ico endeavour to excite the(^ Pailions by the 
S^t, that is^i>y~the Means of the Scenes and Propertiet 
(as the^ call them) is what the Poet has no concern 
with, fmce it more depends on thoCe who take care of 
the Decorations. Thus in that wretch^ Play :of *{itu§ 
AndronUus, by the cuttiiig olF the Hand^ .and maimixi^ 
hamnha^ and the hto&dy Heads y S^. the iVritei* hop'd 
to obtain this ESsA^ and yet iail'd) foir fuch :aiocking 
Sights difguft a curious and humane Spedator. 

But to come to the Incidents that are the mofi pro-r 
dnftive of Terror and Compa/Hon, and by confequeace: 
are the mofi fit for ^tragedy. Whatever happens, is 
either between Fflends or 'En$miet, or indif&rent Per^ 
fons* An Enemv, who either kills, or is kiU'id by 
Ibis £nemy, ei^cites no other Pity, than what proceeds 
Irom the Evil jt(^lf. It is the^ame with indifierent Pei:4 
fbns, who kill onb another ; but when fuch a Misfortune- 
happens among Frieocis or Relations, as when one Bro- 
ther kills or is kilFd by another, or a Father or Mother 
their Son^ or the'Son*the Father or Mother, or do any 
Inch like thing, thefe are Inddents that the Tragic Poet 
fliou*d endeavour to feek after or feign. 

Thefe laf idetits are more or lefs artful and fhining,. 
as they aK )udidouliy manirg'd, eKethey Io(e all their 
Beauty. Thefe Adibns may be reprelented, as done by 
thofe who aft with a full and entire Knowledge of 
what they do, as Medea in Eurif ides kill'd her Children^, 
tho* at the ^me time (he knew them to be fo. Others^ 
may be reprefented, who do not know' the Heinoufndft 
of the ASion which they commit, and who, after it is, 
done, come to know the Relation and Friendfhip be<- 
tween them, and tho(e on whom, they were fo feverely 
reveog'd, : Tim 0$dif9^s knew not that L4(/nx was hif 
L 3 
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Father wl^ he kiir.d him,.l3io' tha( iiid<^qd doci noi 
liappetr in .th^ Aftion of thap Tragedy. But fee 
i&LysMpth) theDcath of ttiphyle by her Spn^/<raweo«, 
mi the woAUiding of U/;/jr^J $y *ril^pvt$s ia. the Bodjfi 
thofc two Tragedies. Now neither AJcmeon tiot 
Telegpnus kae^ their Relation to the Perfons they kil- 
led or wounded. The manner of the IgnQraiice of Al^* 
meen is not left us ; but the Cafe of TeUgonus is this : 
Kc was the Son of UJyffes by Cir«<^ and being, grown up^ 
kid a mind to go and find his Father ; l>eing ai:riy*d and 
^nded on the Stand of Mm, he tookJon^e Sh«i.^ to feed 
fcis Retinue ; the Sbq^erds put themfelves Into ^, Pofbirf 
of Re(cuc> and \%ffe' cOni^ with ^ Son gihmaihus KH 
repel the Infuk q£ the Stranger ; but pglfgonu4 in hit 
own DefetkeVounds TJlyJftSy not knowing who be was. 

Or laftly, the Pcrfon who is going to do this Crtiuc; 
may be prevented by coming to the knowlistige oC t|i< 
Relation bttwixt him and thei>chtr» whom he is going 
to wound or kill. 

f"' The firft Manser iias fi>iiieching eoo>orrib}e» and uofl 
fit for 'Jragedyy tho' it ha^ been by. both . Aoitift^ts aad 
Moderns made ufe of. - 

The fecond Manner is preferable to this, I mean^ 
when he who commies the Crime commit^ it ^oranc^ 
Jy,but comes to a Knowledge of it afterjt is iomi Foe 
then the Aflkmi has nothmg in it that ia fldgit^i^^ oif 
barbarous and inhuman^ and th^Difcoyeny it fhe Re^ 
kttion till then unknown is extreamly moving* 

The third is very beautiful, and prelerdbki to tbe fe^ 
^nd in Tragedies that have u double CoDcluQon or 
£nd ; but the Cecond is beyond Controverfy the fineft 
for tho(e which end unfortunately, which we h«ye 0* 
l^abliOiM as the beft. B\xt xkc Thirdy if weU manag'd, 
afi^rds an abundance of Pleafure ; but the Poet muit ib 
contrive it, that the Audience kndw from, the Begin« 
ning, the nearnefs of the Relation betweeflt the two* 
PerfonSf that are like to do or fitffer ib ftyere a £«ce» 
In this the Antienahad the bett^ec^f uain tUeir.iS^Q^ 

I . ries. 
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rkSi fince the Aodaence adl al^og knew thzt OrtJi^s wa? 
the Brodier of Iphigenia^ who is to o0er himin Sacri- 
BcCi xho* he and file, know hot one afi^her tiil xk^ 
Difcowry^ which makes thcm both, ham^y, and delivers 
|ier from doine ib criieL a Fasfit. . The Ume mty be &i4 
&f M^ne and others in thoii: Hay5, for then Fear 
Pity agitafied the Audience thcoi^h^ tii^ whole Piece* . ^ 
. This is fufiicient to (ay of the Q>9fiitution of th^ 
Subje^ at present,: till I ligveXaid. a few Words on th^ 
Manners (as Arifidtle has done) for what ejfe..i5 
come has 4 Dependakice on .the Knowledge of th^ Man- 

' The Maimers are Habits, Qualities or Paffion^ of thr 
Mind, wiikh influetue. our Anions, aqd indeed g^ne»> 
rally, if not always produce . them.; In the Poetical 
Draught o£ tkefir, tshere aee four things to be ob^rv'd.^. 
the hrft andmroib important is, t^at they begcpd^ I 
mean inot virf MMi, . but weli andluliy mark:'4.; wr th^ 
Maiui^Vxfaix iU' Off vicious ^m may be poetiqallyj^o^^^ 
that : is, well, mirk'd or plainly expre^*^.. ^or knjO^ 
ihese aiie Mavtrnf a E^iftouidQ^ or a^ whl^ 
tksy make known the Indioatibo br R9(olu^on, 
ffver it bfi) bad i£ badi, ani good if godd* 
* The lcco«d .thi»g -to be DbferY*a .in wr Praught .of 
the Mdmms as^ that they be agrfe^bU ; thqs FiyA^/^r i9 
properly a. inoijalM Virtue, hut it is extremely dif^gi^ear 
ble to a W*mtWy for that Sex oiught neither to be B^lds 
nor VManL Cbafiity is agreeable .tor. Wom^a, ani- 
i^t 'Pioet whQ robs die ^ex of it in any Chai adrer fi^ 
for Tragedy, gives'. Mannm to th^m, which are dif^ 
agreeable, and fo o&nd ^ainA this Rule. 

The third Thinff tp be ob&cvU in the Manners y i%, 
that they be /il^. This third Qpality is 0<ily for knpwf| 
Charaders, for 'tis from the. Story that, this l.ik.9nei^ 
mufi be drawn, for we niuft de&ribe them as wp find 
them tlierei. If we find fudx a CharaAer in HiAory» 4$ 
a covetous En^eixu-, as the Emperor MaufittiS^ to r«<f 
prefen; .him jGeaeiious^ ivou^d be to % ilg^o^t thi^ 
L 4 LiAV- 
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Uhnefs of the Manners here requir'd i and yet to 
srire him that Avarice which Hiftory ha^ donie^ would 
be to fin againfi the AgreeabUnefs the Manners, 
fince there is no Quality fo unroyal as Avarice. H 
therefore we make u(e of this Charader in a ^ragedjf^ 
us Monfieur Ctmeille has done, we muA like him fink 
flur over hisCovetoufnefi^withoutgiving him the con- 
trary Virtue of Liberality. Hence I hope it is plain, 
fcoMT the JJkenefs of the Manners differs from the 
Agreeahlemfs. 

The fourth Condition of the Manners is> that they 
he equaly that is, that th^ be the (ame in each Charac* 
ter through the whole nay ; elfS they can be of no 
U(e, fince they cannot prepare^us fti^r the Relblution, 
Which that Charader may take, or the Afbons he may 
4o. But fince in Nature, there are Charaders which 
are nneqnaty to pre(erve the LikenefSy we mufi keep to 
the Original^ and make them ecpaliy unequsU Yet af- 
ter al), it is iny Opinion, thAt t\it£e unequal Oi^inals 
had better be left, than made ufe of^ fince they Teem 
more agreeal>le to Ck>mcdy, as being foinething Hu« 
mopous ; befides if the Uni^ oF Time < be iftndly ob« 
fervVl, there is but little Scope for the {Howii^ of this 
Inequality. At leaft I can lee no great 'Advantage to 
the Poet in making choice of fuch a changeable Chi- 
ra^r ; I do not find bv our Engfijh Tragedies^ that 
any ojie of them, whicb has taken its Rife from Uiftori- 
cal Giaradei's and Adions, are cqm^atable. to ^ofe 
which are only built on FiBion; as the. 09j^fi4if,«nd'( with 
fome Allowance) Venice freferv d;, Liberty ajferted^^o 
For indeed, ^hen the Poet makes his own Story, he 
may eafily, at leaA with no very great difficulty , model 
it (b, as to make it capable o£ the fined and moft en- 
gaging Beauties of this Poem. 

In this it muft be confe&'d,that the^Gmib/. had the Ad- 
Vantage of us in the fabulous Pait of their public Hiflory. 
For their Cottntrv being divided, and cut but into pet- 
ty Govermnents^affordcd moce frequent Ad v«ixturesaithis 
^ - kind. 
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fcind, tlian mbft of our true anct Modern Hifioriej. Be- 
fides, the double and various Traditions of thefe Fables 
left room for the Poets to chufe which Tradition they 
liked beft, and the Power of fometimes alteilne what 
they caird the Faft into the Verifimilitude or Proba- 
bility r as in the Story of Iphigeniay Eur^ides follows 
the received Story, ^oiyides the Verifimilitude, when he 
makes the Difcovery by Orefies cxcWimiwg at the Altai*, 
As mj Stfier ^as famfcedy dm I ioo^ which let^ 
Ifhigenia into the knowledge that lie was her Brother,. 
Thus Eui^'fdes altered tWe S66ry of Medea at the Ilii- 
ftance of the (^ifitMans.^Mh6n he "was writing it, by 
making Medea kill hrf* own Children, who were flain 
by the Corinthians ^ iri revenge of the Death of the 
Daughter of Creon their King. Our old Saxon Hiftory, 
and our Heptmhy might afford Subiefls of the fame 
kind ; zx\^ Milton tells us^ that he Wri^ it forrthe Ufe 
ot' the* Poets^ Ani iheA we fftould'not rian into fudi 
Abftttdities, as thofe Authors do, t^ho place^their Sienes 
in hot Countries, and yet give the Per{ons, th» Man-, 
ncrs of the Engiifi. 

But to proceed, we ofiend againft the Qoodnefs of the 
A^^ffner/, when they are not necejfary ; that is, when 
they do not tend or incline the Perfon they inhere in 
to loUdw (uch ahd iiich Aims^ or do Cvkk and fueh 

" tions, but, ■ when the Perfon afts contrary before the 

;J£iid b£ the Phtyi to what the Manners he firft appealed, 
ivii^' promised. And if they are not ^neieffavyi they can 
xveitiier be agreeabir not equal \ for we cannot bffetidv 
againfl the Goodnefsy without finning againft the other 
three, of which this is the Bails and Foundation. A plain. 
Example of this Error i^ given by AvificiWm the Manners. 
olE Menelaui 'm the Qrefies of EurtfideSy which for your 
better underftutdingthe Matter, I (hall exprefs a( lar^e. 

Menelaus arrives at Argosy juft asthey are going to* 
condemn Of «/fi to death for killmg his Mother, tho' by 

- the exprefs Ordir of the Oracle. Grebes hopes that the Ar- 
rival of Us Uncle would, deliver hmi from that Dange'i ; . 

^mi uuly the M^nneri which £Krc((cC«i ^n«^\x>ssw^\v 



his firft Appearance, p^dbade 11$ that he would not jbrl> 
fake his Nephew : For he lay$, tthat his C^^ty a|id 
Piftrefs obliges him jto takQ thp more Qare of ibim ; tud ' 
when Tyndarms prefs'd to have the Prince execUt^,, 
that he might revenge the Death of his: Daughter C/f r 
femtufira^ he tells him, that his. long fiay among thf 
Barbarians had made him one too. Memlaus reply'd, 
that he aded ill that a<:cprdine to xh!^ GT4UiAn Educa* 
tion, for the.Grffiur always had a very tender and zea- 
lous R^arcl to their Rej^itions, and the Ties pf iQIopd; 
imd thought that they were hpund toid'o them 
Service in their Pow^r ; nay he wa$ (b far traniported^ 
as to tell 'Tyndarus, that Anger, • and old Age, had made 
him a FooL Thus far the Manners of Menelaus are 
well denoted and plainly made appear, to the Audience9 
and :aU that he (ays, is what the Poets .call a Moral 
jSpeech, fhat is,, a Difton^te direfieds hy t^h^ Manners^ 
rand the Fffeft of theto i and feem to af&ire us that ke 
will take a Refoliitioit agreeable to them. , But this is 
-cootr^iift^d the nrxt Mpmcnti for MtMlaus being tcfi- 
rify'd at the Threats of Tyndarus, become^ at once verjT 
fearful, and in a Cowardly manner abandons his Ne- 
phew. So that tht Vkitmrn Enr^idesgzwt Men^lap 
were not ntceffArjly as producing no £&& agreeable to 
them. This I think is fu^ctehtio eiplaih this Point.. 

We ofieadagainft the A^^ahk^efitot the Manners, 
when we make a Man of Spiiifand (^otftagedoDiloriag 
and lan\entifi2 his Misfortune in ^an jonexpea^ ^ 
dreaded Death i or ^en we introduce a Woman, tf- 
guing on. Phyfical Notions, unfit for her Capacity, and 
unbeieeming her Charader: That is^ when weeiv^a 
Hero Cowardice, and a Woman Impudence, . who hjf 
the CharaSer of her Se^ is Modeft, oc abfimfe JKaow* 
ledge, which the lidies areby nomeaasieAeem'd af$^ 
of Arifi^k inilances in two Examples, fii^ of the 
Lament;ations of Ulyffei, for fear (as MonGeur I>aeiir 
fiippofes, for the Piece is Io£b> of Death from the M<m- 
&ir Stjils. And of MenaJifpay perfiiadidg Ifter father 



7> Ca«^i2» 4^t^r^^FQBTRTv »fr 

p(^|to bi^ifn or 4^firoy two lafaots fbut^d in hi^ Stables^ 
which he took to be fi^n^ie monilrous. Pro4u£lioo; ojf 
^is Gattif., For (he draws all lie^ Afgumems, as Trar 
ditioa goes^ frpm the.^xiatural i}hii^r9P^^ 
fas y but the Subjed Qif treats of, which is that of th^ 
Generation of Animals ; aud the Leaning (he makes \i£p 
piiW^re both againfi what was ^f<ii^Z^ to her CharaQer. 

We olfi^nd agfiinfi the E^tMlity -oi iht Mannas ^, 
wh&n jirc give the Ppetial Perfbn certam well denoted 
Ii^Uplprs at the Beginning of the Tragedy zxki before^ 
^f^t tW £ti4 Manners that are quite contrary* t am 
obliged to tgl^ Examples from the Antients, fince the^ 
Mpdern Trag^: PpQts of our Nation, have fekipm any 
thixig in thf(9i .that is; regular or accprding to Aj% ^ 
nay few have any Manners at all. I fhall thereforer 
fr^ Afifiatle^ and Co from Eufipides nks an £xamt>Ie:r 
of this l^rrory (for ArifiotU never hi^d it fater.into his> 
ll^d diat rit! was an ill natur'd thing to find FauJts>^ 
^o' in thegre^teft of the Greek Poets) Ifhigettia at Afi^- 
(// appf^ri^ ^t ^rft fea^rfiil, and p]|ea4s;for her Lite with. 
Vfer F^fk^t ia ^ moA Pathetic Manner; but j^t the £i;i4^ 
^f the Play, the moft couragious Hero could not ioo$ 
Qeath in the Face with greater Refolutipi;! ai^d Bravery. .. 
_ As in tijie pkppfi^n of the SuhieBj, Qo likewise ia 
theaiM^f^HW rWe, ought al^^ys to regard^n^ /eek.th|B. 
Iff^JfPtX a|id xhp VftiJimilitujU or Probability ; tliat is^^ 
WfifiUght tp uke care th^t whatever qomef i;o {fifs, doe^ 

f it^ j^ieoeiQ^Uy or probably, for this is the tp- 
;iv^^dUil»the Errors in the M^^^i^^^ • That is^ w(t ought 
always tpfn^ake tJ>e Ii>ramatic Peiions &eak aiid.aQ: as iii 
ij^ty they would nccef&rily aad probaU^ 
Cir^umftaqces, apd. on the like Occahpn. A. young Niuv 
o»)pht , npic to (p^^k and aft like: one in; Years^, iioi; aai. 
old Map, li^:;eL: a youpg Man^ It may happen that % 
^p\u^ v(^y have thie lnaluiatioos^ of Age, afidan^ 
o|4: !^t^ ^hpfe Gi Youth ; the» this Nece^y Uils^ at^d^ 
^^.;muft have ^ecpur^, to thft.Verifi^litude of P/oba* 
biiity^ ; f,^ h^ii^.^hA& r'w^l Ottlf-l^Wuip,fome: 



1^ i T'he Complete Aiir of f/on tx y. 

known Story, and then the Likene(s c^Iiges lis to l^k 
only to the Probable, Yet in my Mind the Rarity of 
this in Faft ought to determine the Poet againft fuch a 
Choice. What I have laid here only of Age, ndflf be 
extended to Sex, Quality, and Country^ and all thole 
other Things which diflinguiffi Mankind. 
' Since the Miners ou^ht to produce the AdUooSj 
and that thcfc Adioos ought to anfe one from another, 
it neceffiirily followsj that the UnraveHing the Plot,' 
which is al(b an Aftion, ought to arife either neccflS- 
Tily or probably from that which goes before, arid 
which the Manners have already produe'd- Thus the 
Unravelling of the dedans arifes from the Manners 
which produe'd the very Beginning of the Adioa of 
that Tragedy. 

There are a fort of Things in uft among the antient 
Poets, which they calFd Machines, and which th«y of- 
ten made ufe of in die Unravelling of tlie Plot. Ok this ; 
kind is Medea's Chariot, in which flie flyes away from i 
Corinthy when fee had reveng'd heifelf on y^/bir. The 
fhiloBetes is unravell'd by the Def^ent of jiercttles^^hta 
Tyrrbus and TJhJfes could not prevail with him to go 
with them to 'prcjf^ which coukl not be taken till Pibi/^r^ 
tetes brought the Arrows of SircuUs. Here the Occa- 
lion was important, and worthy the Prefence of the God, 
both to cure his old- Companion of his naufeous Difteoi* ' 
per , and alfb by his means to compleat the Deftrufiio!! 
of ^Troy, Thus in the Helena of Ekrifides^ ' a Deity is 
forc'd to defcend in a Machine, to hinder 'TheHlpnenei 
from purfuing Menelaus and Selena in their Fl%ht. 

This Interpofition of the Divine Power in Human 
Affairs vifibly appears in many Events, and we have 
feen a devoted Nation refcu'd plainly by Providence 
from a Defiru£i^ion that the fucceflive Meafiir^ of the 
Managers, or thofe who had the Power had render'd 
all other ways unavoidable. It muft alfo be confeG-d, 
that the iirft Appearance of Gods on the Stage wias 
ibundf»l cm the Opiaion that the <jois (aw alt Things, 



It he Cdkj^ete Atr (>f Px51b^ R iy ^ 
and took cjlrc of Mankiha, coiitraiy to the.fflljr ^nd 
e?<Jiiaily 'inrok>us Notions of the Atheifts or fipkuteam 
ioi thofe Times ; for to ddrty the.Beiitg of a <jr6d,^ and 
to-deny his Omnifciimcc and Carfj'bf his* Creafuresi ai*e 
equally ib« • . , . • - 

Yet (peaking of the Art of Tragedy, thefe Machines 
are but Botches, and very uhartftri^'for they do not de-" 
^nd on the fdregoirig Incidents, 'hor are heccflarily^i' 
probably prodfuc^ thitfi, btft kidfeed *re generallf 
quite cpntrai^ to theii, arid' diQi{>p6Jnt all itteit they hii 
prepar-d the Audience to etpcd^.^ If the Stwy Fabre 
ablolutdy require^ fome M^tAie-,^ the Potft-fllbtild ^kd 
care that k be thrdwn out bif tfcfd A^dh arid* Rep^ 
fentation, and only told; for indeed our Players can 
make but a (curvy Repre(Wicati6n ot a licavcri?y or di- 
vine Being. . , * 

1 hus all thofe Iikidcnts whi6h' 'b«Ion^ tb thit Fable 
i^hich are hoc i-eafonable, that isj which' do not per-^ 
fefily agree tky-the Probability^' ffiould be oiit o4; the 
Ad-ion of the Fable,- and whkh' is^ prudent If dbfe?rvM[ 
by Socles in his Oedifus^ (at M^^ehiamf^tt icShi^ 
ferv'd) for it was not reafonable, ehit is not ajgreefablcf 
to Probability, that O^^fij^fhouM-be (b longinarried 
to ynafidy and not know in what manner Lotus was 
kiird; and Vtrkhout making Enquiry after the Nlurde^ 
re^ \ but as that SubjeQ^ wMch 14^ otl^er^ife the fiheft 
in the Worlds couM not fotlfHt Wittidut th^t^^^^^^^^ 
did^^ hot thittk fit to oihk 'it, btatyft has'plac'd h of 
the Aaten of that Piefci. - Th<ft 'Ih<rjdehc*is delated is 
a THtng already dond,; ^nd^ wlikH ^^edfe th^ Dav df 
the ASion; and the Poet is ortly anfwerabi'fr foY tho(c 
Incidents,' whkh enter ihtb the Cpmpofition'of his Siib^- 
jefii and hot for thpfe whith ga before or follow it. • 
' Since !ft"4tg^iy (fays, iiijlfelfe^ ^'t^^ ^"* 
whicb is raSl ex^dlient' aniong Men, :th<^^ Fo^t? ou^ 
tofbHow the Method of gockl Paintxtsy who, in givmg 
to every one his true Fohn and ttkcnefei do-always^ or 

leafi moil toaiiii^iy dnfw thenvmc^eh^ridTome and 
^ beautiful 
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keautiftil thaa feaUy tli^y arc. The Painters hayi&g 
^t ^the Lin^ and CharadEeriftic Strokes of the Origi, 



theft additional Beauties cpnfpicupuss and omit nothing 
ihat can encreafe the Beauty of the Perfon, Without 
cl^ngii^g the. Features or Shape of the Face pr^ Figurei 
iUd thu« th^ Tragic Poets ei^ht \q a^ft, aod fp much the 
fiore ^as they imitate Per^pn^ pf lii^ xnpft illullripus Dib^ 
grees aad Q^jitys as Kiags^an4 Pfint^efs-; aa4 they may 
9jJke,th,em much, the fi^er^ a^^hey ^re exalted abpv^ 
Other Men..; for tl^oTe CharaQe^^.a^e capabl<^ pf all the 
^mbeliiOiments that can 1^ given them^ if they are 
agreeable to the l^ruth^ if they do not deAroy the Re- 
femblance. 

Thus i^ th« Poet/Vifould i^tafir a,paffionate cho- 
leric oi* fi^t p^er Ch^u'a^iie'^ k]^p ti^t, ^ by (^ttipf 
betbfc oqr£y3K,i|^^^ what fuch aji;Aj3i§^ 9iight probably 
prodMCpj than ref^lly. ^hat it; did. That is, ^e ought 
ra;ber tq instate iT^Hlf^) whp.is the ^ue Ocigi«ia), thaA 
to amuCe himfeif ly^ith any iartifuIaiUf which gi,ve us but 



eba( thft Poet ought ' to aypid i& . If e Poet ther^pre 
.\RP<^'4 draw a^hokric, unjpft ,aj?4 Mjw, he is 

plilig d 150 l^cp tJ^e^Jtift; Dr^w^t |pf( tl^tt::^^. his;Ci«A»'i 

t^i^fi'^i fhis;Pf#««ri..butia.preftrying ..^^^ 
ie the liberty ly^irflii Paintt?rs Iju^vej .fce ^^aj^ flaijtet 
end,et9bel]iPi ^^^.aEd^at^^;fi}^ tjb^c,. h^ ought 
m>t to fix on anyTp(i^^cul|ur,Man of. that Cliafa^er i^ 
Uifiory, fa#],t ought to co^fujt ^ture, |fid borrow frpm 
her thofe Cc>lours that may rendeif. I^^ Pi&ure fii^e, 
without dcflrpying the oTLe '^pery of 

jhojeri^ Man,.piay.b^; im9}tl^fi^^ 
^jt jif d^e Ppe^join.;hefe.,Qiii^li^ tphis Char^^, ^he 
wi}l j&pil inlie^-P^ V^utjfying of, l^is.lfi^aure let. hiip 
^reio/e ftftkj 9tk«r Cplouf^s,! a^ NiW^, W W I ^ay is * 
the 'tr^e Qfig^nAk.K^A^ ^9>^y^..\m V^^Pm 

' pcrfcaij 





rader, and confequently he iha«M.^^w hi$ Hero a 
Jajrgff fcftDC of it* • Tios ffcas d^^vt^iik Ac H i l- 
X* s, jfefiiy the Brillaniirof thu w-ond^rfiij Valow ible 
i^as givea hioi, he has almofi hid) at leaft he h^vory 
much obfcur'd sh9^^.. Ykes which the Fable hsld .fyxioa 
bm, and winsh Hmer could not ilw:^ wkhout d^Aroyt- 
,i&gt)ie Rtfi^biance, ^ 

c Sofiochi ift Us Qidipur fimp Condud ; he 

•ira$ tQ I give, us ^he Ini^e ofi 4 Man Mffionate, . i^^iokAt 
4ii4'ra^^vhich Jie ipreferves through ;tte whole Cha- 
ilraS^ ; thg< he eipMlifkes it, b-f making him a^ good 
,and avaliaac King, who omics iiothiikfi; that may <ofi- 
tribute to thp ffood of his Peo{>le. And th«$ it is, that 
the Poet fet betoi-e us^what according to Probabitity fiidh 
a Gharader might do^ rather than panticalair hhatt. tf 

. The Poet ought to take tute of ; ffle^tng the! tw» Sta- 
Xe^ibf Seeing. and Hearing, and eo.£bQclQ neither 0f 
cjdueni) for;0n theic Decifion the Fate:of Jbi9)Perfi>niiaa€e 
depeiids. Tbat is, be mnft repifefent all lacidpnit xlii 
.the Stage, which wiU be agreeable to tkie Eye and £ar, 
but he ajtift take ^re to keq^ al) ilich Inecidents^ behind 
the Scenes which offer any thing (iiockbg to.tiiher, 
iweA' that ar^ < sot highly ceniifienc wi^h ^j^fcsibability* 
{Tkmi cxm\^^t8^ eugbti to vbe hid^ that^ of ikfk- 
j4fal*Mnurdering her Children^ and al^mifsa<{ulou&£KQot5> 
-^othfr; Tr^fisfonmtions lOf Mcn/xu! ..Womeq ' ituatother 
Cr^atifrtiS^ whether Ajtinial oi*j Vegetid>k \yte £eaut^I 
I!)!e(mpt}Oftr 'of thefe dojsierl^rith Force abdviife will 
plec^ the Ear,, and the Mind, which feekg hot the F^fi-^ 
never exandne^ into its Credibility oriGrueity ; but this 
already plainly exprefi'd in what I quoted to you from 
-the Art ojft Votary: of Jiora€^ Olixv ^gHffiSQCt& have 
fekksxi'.takeft lany mannerpf careb ^irpdrticttkr, :biit 
■ have, heeiieraby taken * easel to ;r0pre^t the iboft l^rba- 
. fbus 'A^chdries on .thei Stage.' Xiwill not £iy it has been 
;'<bi^iwaxitJof £io9i4h^ tuc WMi tiFstcical Foisceiof 
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Imagmatite; by whkh tlvejr might ^five a fi^ 
I may fiiy an-aftive NarradotiJ 

Thtirc areicVcWl forts of Difcoverle^ of which tbe 
-£n«ft ami mbft artful is that vbliich arifes frcto the Inc^- 
'<ieiit$^ as that of the OetUpuSy and the Difcovery (^(Ipht- 
'gtnia \ «hat PriQce64>y writings Letter taOrir/fXj^^hicb, 
-Ijsr fear of its b^itig loft, (he gives the Contents of 
by Word of Mouth to Oreffes^ is'dif(!Over'd by himfd 
Keiik 3ifter$' whonihetiad moughd (krifeU at AnVuio 
lAdfiM. - But the n the BiC:o^^ of ^Or^Jfei- to hfer is ftt 
lefi^aut^l; fotit iffdoneby tdlitrg hei^ federal Parti- 
i<^m4n the:WomenV ApaitBient ic^Cljftmnep'd^ whkh 
•mdetd n^ne know but a Child of the Fatnily ; 
bat the Poet wai not confitf d to them, ^nce h^ mig^t 
have given any' odier ; and thefo, not^arifkig from the 
Incidents or Reafon, muft be Jefsartfurand toucldng. 

Tokens, therefore, is another fort, but they all labour 
under this fame 4i(jldv4U«cage,^d have ii6thing in- 
^emdus in^^KiB, be^ufe they are nbt the nectary £f- 
feds of the A&ion. Another is certain Marks in tbe 
Body, as the Companions of^Cadmur^ who ipr&ng 
from the Earthy h^ all the Figure of a Lance on their 
Breafls, and thi like ; thcfe are better than the fcrmer, 
the Scars of Wounds, ©»r. Thus the hlurfe of U/#i 
in tht Odyjfes, difcovers bim by the Scar oftlie WcSmd 
m his Tbigh, ai (he wadies ills Leg^, whi^h^WoUild lie 
tecwPd in his ' YoutE by huhting the Boar: 'on Moofit 
' p4«iMjr»/, and theferroay'be made u(e of either rftofc or 
1 le&srcfttUy ^ as «be laMe is by fiAvr^ when UiyJfes ikiiA' 
; ielf ihehvs this Scar ^ the &he(^erds,totoniirmin'the£atfie 
r Belief of what he had told them as to his being Wyffesjiot 
the latter has nothing ingenious nor (iatrprizingjth6'* rarc, 
and therefore of little or no uft. The Difcpvery for- 
merly mientio^^d in J^^/yiir/y of Ore/9r when at tftc' Al- 
: tar hccry'd out, Ai^my S^m wr facr^ed to DkcAy 
- fi fiiaU I $00; for trhis aiaturally and neeeffiinly diT- 
. covered him to be dre/^M, #hich ftv'd his. Life. All 
r Tokens,. s^Scarve% hhJ>ilimfln|Sy QrotfDftances and^^tlie 

Eke, 
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}ike^ are oC t&e wc>r(e' kind, ^the beft of wiiich that I 
remember, is that of the I o h in Eutipidei, where the 
Prieft deliveriiig: to Im the Casket which wiis-found 
with him, where he wa$.expDsVI, by the Things in it 
diicovers him to his Mother, who had fled to the Tem- 
ple for San^ary, that he was her Son, on which Hie 
^ttits the Protedbn of the Altar, and flies into hi» 
Arms, and ib is fafeironi her threatned Des^h* 

There yet remains another,, which is eflCbded by Rea* 
finingi in t|ie Ex^sctka of MfihyluSy where that 
Princefi reaibns in this Manner 'J'hei^e is om a¥riv*d 
fvha is ItkM me, but then is none Itkg nm hut niy Brother 
Qrefles; he mufi therefore he ceme to tlns Citf. < 

There is yet another Way, that wants not its Beauty 
if well managed, and that is eSed^d by the Memory. 
Thus, when Wjjf^s was at the Coun MdneuSy Kii^ 
of Thdocia, his Mufician Demodocus finging, at a Feib-^ 
val Entenainment, the (everal noble Adiohs done by 
Ufyjfes in the War, XMfu coiM not reftabi 

from Tears ; by: which it was difcover'd by Atcinms^ 
who he really was, being not Ihbwn tili ihatOifcovcry;^ 
The %ht of a Pidwe, or of fame particular fatal Place 
may have the ianvB £&d. 

To pafs from the Theory to the Pradice, that is from 
obfervmg and pointing out the Rules which the Poet 
ought to be Mafter c», before he'prefume to think of 
fetcing Pen to Papery to .what he mii(l do,' anipf hbapo^ he 
muft order hnsCelf when he (ets him&lf tto write r and- 
in: this as well as in what I have (aid, I fhall <idliow' 
Jbrifiotle as clofe as I can. . : . , u ; : 

1 he Poet therefore, who refblves on a ^r^edy, 
muft in the firft place draw a Plan ol'his Subject, and to 
write it as exadly as poifible ; and this he miift be fure 
to look ail over (everal times : For by thus cari^ully^ 
viewing all its Parts, as if weiwerecooccrn'd kiJ the^ 
AiSbon, or were indeed a Part of the'Audimce, we- 
fluU certainly dilcover a& well what iis proper aiui coh- 
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m»f in the Writiiig have jefcaj^'d :aA \ 
J When the geneml Plan is ibrmViy the Pot^&ould en* 
dfavottf^ before he. (ets to write, at any time during his 
Moning fj£: the. whde Piece, ta imitate wkh his own 
jiody tUe^GcAum and A^ons o£ tho& Dsaroatic Per-^ 
Q>ns, tot whom« he is about tx> give Words and Semi* 
ments proper .to the Pai&oas they are here pofleis'd with; 
t9 whichi muft add^ that he fhould likswife imiute the 
Voice, and the Uttcraiicff ;^ ail whkbijoia'd togcthd 
will fix ia .hk Soul the Paffioa and Chattders he is wri» 
ling,, and byvthae aieaQ* het cti^ Jievar . mis drawing 
them according to (>(atiiiek Thir wos tbeJf^i^hod thii 
Qtmf^ follow d,. as I haxre biOen aiEir'd. by an imimate 
Ac<)uaiilta]iiceofhis ; and to this Method Imuft in gceat 
meafii^e aetribute his admirable touching the Pamoa& 
Jrifi4tk z&msy that, let twD Poet& oi an equal Geoios 
vcittt: on tJite Janae Sahjed^, hfti who w^^ifies when he has 
ViBDiightohiiiilaalf itifei^ che Pa/fioiiv bjtii^icacing cheiGeG 
tpxe^y&k* ^iilfiiooeed owch beetto, than , bsi who &a 
4owo» > an4 salmly aonfiders^what 3« piDper fior fiich or 
fitdt a CharaAer to dofOt (kf : The. Reafea is, rhatfac 
who is touch d himfelf with a.PaA6% tile more eafiif 
moves tbeiaipe Pai&oa in another. : 

B^t this is a Task that every^iScribler tm't perfbna^ 
the .Poet cfBuft; as the. lame tiiiie ^ve' a .cot^ammate 
W^oitidedj^t o£<the fifieds Qffiick a PaiEon^ a;Perj(bnaf . 
(iich % Qhtfafiben; for ithcL Manners ofiMen giure a difn 
f^^rent A&efi: Ho lihc Paffibiis,. as well as to the Proofs o£ 
things ; he mufl likewife have a mod extenfive, wariri» 
and htx^t lmaginiHi»ny raised' with a fort o£ fierce En- 
thttfiaiiQ, which i^ems to be what, my Lord Rofiommm 
i9ean& by Fury : 

Write vfitb Fury y and amreBvfith Fhhgm. 
But hare remains yet i DiiSculty, whcdi Arifiotle \ivonSt]S 
has no^takeo nockex>4^.nd Whichis yet iiot to i^cavoided. 
. kmay^iiot £ban (bihajxi for a Man to put onai Paffion 
l^ .thft /Force of Imagination^ which may carry him 

through 
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^|ireug]& the^j^M-effif^ pf itindi4p.w]|62e Plays but then 
the PraiDati^ Pa/fioAS not M.Qnf Per(on» two are 

fjeoeraiiy conferA'd ia.then^ romqtunies ihrite ; and ^ 
'ciet, in the, height <^f his Kafitoa (m QedifM^ fof t^mk- 
mU^ <^S,.M^ go t«> what Ter^iu fays, wh# 
IS of quite a di^ereni: Charaflef ; and uot only thaty but 
muft in this $cene perhaps thus fiart from one Chara^er 
ito the other^ and be perfedly Mafler of them both. 

Is this a Task for overgrown School-hots, who 
Imow no more of Manlund than thev-can learn from an 
Ap^deoisc Coc^veriation, i»r at: moA freoi a fliort; Eloper 
nent .to hBrndon^ where their Companyy gesuerally 
forking, is none of the mofi i^tirufiiv^ | la this thfi 
Work ed .TttUntiy who are fo hot in the Chace of 
Words and Expreffious, that they never will underfiand 
Art,, or know ManJdnd ? Is this Toil & for the La- 
dies ((UppoGng them capable of the Qtalifkations, of a 
great <^eoius> to difcoaapofe ]3»e Senenicy of thesr Looh^ 
G^xssi^.tnAJSaditk Httxts with olhef P/a^iM 
than their own i 

But to draw towards a ConcMon of what I have to 
lay. on this Nob)^ Podto .<^'d fr^M/, dHsJhtvSing 
the Plan of. the SubjO^^ whieh Arifit^t jprefcrihcs; is 
confirm*d by the Excellent Essay on Pobt&Y ; and 
dierefore I OijiU his Grace's Wocdfr 

Fhfi i>n M ejnpJoy ihj cmejul fEbougitSi ^ / ^ 
: VTmth, it 9Pttb Time a. thoufand diferenf Wofu ' 
. Bfifides the mnn i>$fign compos* dkvitb Arty i : 
. . Each ftt$virfg Seem trntfihe a Iht afMi > 
' Cojttr'miafh lktkTwrny ma^evety Flatey ' 
, At takiUrsfrft chMlkout the f$aur9 Face t 
Xet be not f§fiSy your owf^ Sla%e for this y 
Bat change hereafter what off ears atnlfs. 

Thipiis eiadly according iff Atifioth^At^ Rei(^, fpi» 
hece in- the Ulan the Poet Mk fohns his geuei^l 'i>ekgn^ 
or the main FaUe^ and either With oj without^ Names ; 

^> - ii' 
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if the latter, when tfie geneial ?iot is d&nn'd^ he -ad^s 
hk Namefr to the Peifohs, and i^h circumfiftnciating 
locidentt, as make it^dnly agree 'with tbofe Hafiies; 
and thetl proceeds to all tl^e other Incidents in their na- 
ttunl and fucce^ve Of dery till they produce tkeimnM- 
veiling of the Plot, eitJier by a Change of the Fortiuic 
of the principal Perfons, or a I>i(covery, whfich is the 
inoA beauti^l^ ^^y^ and which I would always adrift 
the Poet to make it his Endeavour to do. It is phin^ 
that all the Particular Scenes depend on ^thefe Inci- 
dents ; but then there atfe in : Nature many I>eaiiti6il 
Turns in Scenes, wbich a iudicious Poet will find ; and 
theie Turns are what my Loi d Dul» fays muil he a Plot 
apart ; hot that they are to be difUnd from the main 
Defign,but entirely dependent on it, el(e they would be 
moniirousy and not ot* apiece with the Subjed but, 
that the Poet (hould not content himftlf in drawing his 
Plan, to iet down only the general Fable, but ev'n all 
<riie TtB-ns of- the Pa/Sons and Incidents made u& of te 
iUufiratc this Fable. 

Yet he not fcMdfyjfour cvm Slave fkr ttts^ 
Bm$ cbangi hereaftet nuhat affear^^ amtfs. 

This is the very Reafoa why Arljlejfk advifes tbe Pott 
to form a Flan ; that is, that feeing the whole Condud 
together, be might find out the D'efed^, and alter them 
before h« proceeds to the finifhing the Piece, and of 
putting it mtd that Garb it is to wear to the Audience. 

There remain two Parts of tragedy not yet '^ken 
to ; the the iv/imif 1^,. the fecond the Vision. The 
Sentiments make the . whole Matter of the Difcourfe, 
and they confift in proving^ ^^fatlng, in exciting the 
PafSons, as odity^ Anger^ lear^ Love^ and all others 
to raife or debafe the Value of any Thing. Hence it is, 
evident ((aysvlr/yft>*/e) that the Poets in the Sa^eas of 
3^^^^ ! ought to make x& t>f thfe fame Reafbns wiiich 
the pfji;qr> flfl^ . ivhen tbey woidd.xaake Thiu^ appear 

worthy 



worthy of Fifyy or or Griat, or FrdhaAU. 

This indeed ir wy juft iti that part of theDiCcouifc 
which is not iimnediately concern*a in a violent Paffian; 
but th^%; the Poet miift, by kntming . eke Qualities br 
Manners that forar Jiis Q^nt^fi ^nd the Nature p( 
that Pa/Gon which there Jprevails) put fuch $fentime^ts 
ast juftly arift^ ftom the OccaSoa 4nd ^olevocher men* 
ti^n'd Caufes; . , 

'JrifiotU refers the Poet to J^Ktoric te be informed in 
the Sentimei^ts in>gener4» and I thfnk^ caonpt ofier a 
more reafonaBle, Fount^io of^Pifcourfe. 

All I (hall fay of thCiDi^^on, is, that it ought tobe^ 
pure, without fain^ ck'aouw, oftentimes elevated, and^ 
(bmetiines diredly the contrary* ^ger h^s a Language 
peculiar to it(e1f,vpneF another, and (o of die reft, as is 
already exprefi^d from Morace. But to be a Mafter of 
DiBhUy a Man muft be a Mafler of Rbitoricy fo £vr is 
the DiBion from being a principal Part of Poetry. But 
enough'of this.' \ • 

I &Ly&heen (b lpng en Tragedy, that I Hull be dbflr> 
fhorter on Comedy j becaufe it is more known, and « 
that we have the bcft in our* own Tongue of.ar>y 
either Ancient or Modem, v * ^ ' 

I (iiall begin with the Effay on Voftryy Co ofteti 
quoted. 

'Think not fo much where Jhimtig Hhonghts iopUce^ . 

As tvhat a M^n would jfay infuch a C^fe* 

Neither in Comedy ivUl this fuffice^ /r . v 

^e Pl^er too mufi he before your Eyes ; ^ 
' And tho*^ 'tis Drudgery to Jloop fo loWf " 

iTo him you muft your fecret Meaning fiow, 
Expofe no firtgle Fop ; but lay the Load 

More equally^ and fpread the Folly broad. ' 

^he other Way is vulgar \ oft we fee 
■: 'The Fool derided by as had 0s he. 

Hawks fiy at nobler Game ; in this low Way 

Aifery Q'fif;! m^proife ^ Birdof Frey* 
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lU Tms fo ADiU ^nepoor devour \ 
^ B»t4(t^hBj like EeeSy^fr^m^vryfFlm'tf 

Which firee^ihe1^Mft»Fle4M mdlftrnVpfy . 

Une^hw'^FMHl^i 4uhiih'^'^ '=T' 
J/, the Wit offome great Toet fiall > 

S6 ovefh)4vi 'thdt is^ n^e at'aili'^ 
Itiai^afi'Ms Bofs^/pe^ Senfij as ^pojefi^^ 
And each by Infpi^i^H'nhredks iWi W.- ■ - ' - 
■ Ifeneeim ju^fs'bf eddh P^rl fcV Wi ' ■ * - 
' Weir^may^'dfe^Uulfiiy ¥kP afi^he feefj Gdjti ' 
' iChAt fiUy lii^Ji^n cdU Shdet^fy awid^ 
/Wttb kt/Bch W Age^ fo riofffeimjlf h i/f/A ' ' ' 
HumoitT h ally Wh jhouid he eniy btokghf 
"^p tu^n d^eeaUy foTne^fcfper*ThougMi 

Theljb MaxioB are mpft worthy of our Comic Writer^i ' 
ISnoiis TiioUghts; and ouij^t al#ay!9l>y h^-ta 
lacmTjcFd/ becatire! they are Rtdes -^ittmt any Ex- 
ception. ^ ■ ' - " •' ' ■ • ■ 

Arifietle affords me no A/Ilfiaiice in bbmedy,- there be- 
ing fcarce any thing left on that Poern^ but the t^fioi- 
tion ; which therefore I will give you. Comedy ((ays 
lie) is the Imitation of the v^orfi JAen (that is, the mean- 
er and more vulgar (brt.) J mean not (fitji he) the 
noorfi in M forts of Vices, but only in the Ridicul^?. Br 
the Ridicule is froferly a VefeB^ and Veformitf^ 'onthout 
Tainy and which never contributes to the DefirnBion of 
tbeSubjeBinwbichitis'. 

We may obferve here the Difference Arifloth makes 
between the Definition of Comedy y arid th^ of^fagedy\ 
this he defines to be the Imitation af an ABiony that of 
M^n. But we miift remember, that Art Both had an eye 
only to the Old or Middle Comedy ; and tho' he might 
have feen the New Comedy introduc'd by MenandoTf 
yet it feems plaii^ that his Defiaitioa .dpcs iiot^rtadi : 



¥or MenamUr, we > may judge. by ^Tmiv^f, and the 
other Authors t^t ioJlQw'd lus F.Tawlplo, as, We fkd hy 
tlas0tus, ha4 ^ CmM Admt ia viewj as ^ much as. «he 
Tragic Poets had one that was gcayeiacid impoftant^ > ^ j 
Comedy ^ therefore imsMts coiniBAa L& iir its^ ABkm 
and Mufnms, laughii>g at,, and iendring Vice^and. Bollv 
ridicuhuSf and r<;coinmeQdmg Virtue by tfab Ssccols it 
always does or ought to give it. It is mdeed (as^ a Mo- 
dern Author Giya) the fnitatioii of Xife, the Mirroor 
of CuAopiy^ai^ :tb6 Image of. Truih. ; and whatever 
Comedy foUows^notjdiis Path^mnofc sw^^ 
The beft, ^k&ft, Qf.Jfeif. .>fe^s, = areifi).. i ; . 
r Comedy has )Pacts cMlf. Su^wtitf^ W Pam ^ \Qus^ 
Uty* Of the: J?<ires:ef j^M2iiiy thec« are four wkick ai^ 
eiiential ; th^t , is^ . t\tt,faffl$^ ,tk% M^»p§mU A^.Sfp^i" 
menU^ ftid the IfiQion ; .and ivi^hout ^hefe four Parts 
no Comedy can he juilly writ^^n. For thfe Boep mjull ne- 
ceflarily invent the Suhjeily on which h^ writes, and 
that4S wh^^y^ fall the/Faiilr,.or the^/a#. iBut ^nce the 
FMe is an Jmiatifim^^t wii^ hiVQ thft^J^n- 

mors : that is, the ^^4>niic Pp^ muf^ nicQ^y and )uii%, ex- 
pre(s thd^ Tettipers, Huniov^s, afidM^ of the fi^ve- 
ral I>r497»4^/Vp.er(onSy that are reptefiented in. his 
iffei(x* 'T^^^ Sentiments are added, becaufe we muA diT^ 
covef by them their Sen^ and Opintpn in Words. And 
becau(e there is no other .way of^ doio^ this bnt by 
Word^, the Di^on is admitted into tjie ;p!Uint»,er of thefe 
four EOential Parts.' - : . , 

The Difference of the Perfoi^ very i^^ct. altf rs the 
^nners, and di^ingui(hes them from oiQie another ; 
For- thofe Manners wnif h are worthy of Praife in pnc, 
are far from being fo in another, as being i^t at all qon- 
venient, or agreeable to his Character. This is plain 
even in (bme Arts ; it is a vali|able Qualification in a 
vulgar Perfon to play finely on the VioUn, the FlutOy 
Satitbcyy but this in a rrince or Statefman would 
be ridiculous, and wiiolly ttnwcocthy of and difagreeable 
to his Dignity. A Woman deferves Admiration iind 

Praife 
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Praife for beine a great Mirtr6& df her Needle, but tfiit 
Jbeing no Qiialification of a Man, ia iiim would be ridi- 
'culous.i The Manners muft therefore be agreeable to 
every Maa*s Station, and Age. The Conunon Life is 
:the b^ fiook to ffaidy the(c Points, when we are once 
Mafien of the Rules of Art. In the mean while, the 
following Verfes out of Horace y will be A very great 
Help -to us ; ibr they exprefs wfaAt is agreeable to the 
ieveral Ages and Stations of Man. Thus the Lord Ros- 
coMttoir gives them to us in Blank Verfe ; ^hich indeed 
I ha^ already quoted, with the whole Context, in the 
beginning, ot this Ddlccntrle ; but they here beki^ per- 
iectlynecei&ry, andjnore, iii xnyOpinionj relating to 
<}Dmedy /than Tragedy, IfliallVepeattheai. 
' ^"^ti^e-tbat has lately horned fojpeakand gp^ 
' toves childijh Ffajs, is fion frtioFd and pleased, 
' And changes evryUimf his wavVmg Mind. 
A Xouth., ihatfttt cafis eff hit Tutor's tolUy 
Loves ibrfeSy BtmndSy and -^orts^ and Exerclfe; 
tronetoallVice^imfafientefR^oof; 
Frondy carelefs, fondy inconfiant; andfrofnfe. 
Gain and Ambition rule out riper tears ^ 
Md mah us Staves ta Infetefi dnd Po^'K 
Old Men are enly wlking Hiffttalsy 
Where allDifeftSy dnd aHDifeafeiy croud 
With refilefs Fain, and more tormenting Fear^ 
Lazy, morofe, fuU (f Delays and BopeSy 
Ofprefs'd with Riches which they dare not ufe ; 
Rl natter dCenfors of the prefentAgey 
And fond of all the lollies if the tafi, 
' ' Thus ' all the Treafure of ourfomng TearSy 
Vur Ebb of Life for ever takes away ; 
B(^s muft not lave th* ambitious Care of Men, 
Nor Men the weak Anxieties of Age. 

Ob(erve the Charaders of thofe who ^eak. 

Whether an-HoneJt Servanty or a Cbeaty 

Or one whofe Blood boils in bis youthful Veins ; 
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« Bofides thefO) ^oet muft have r^rd to icb« fi»r&- 
ral Clicnates of the Worlds and give his Perfons Man- 
Jiers agreeable to the Country he loajkcs dim o£ 

Tho* thofe are t^e general Rules fofs thofe Chaeadets 
ihat (ail linger them> yet £»gli(h Qtrndy haviog JIm- 
i jwflK^ fpr its ^hiei^^Objfift, it will he n€Ke(&i7 to fay 
ibmethin^ of it. Tho* the Authors and Critics cantie^ 
;F l^gree ia its DefinietQo, but feem to ovdce it, like Wit, 
*^ kxKX^AAc of a Definition ; yet kt ua hear thofe who 
iroiild brii^ it to a greater Ceitainty. Hummf k 
therefore a (iiborditiate or weaker PaAba, and (hat in 
Persons of a lower Degm than tbofe that are admitted 
into ^tAffdj. Every Paflion haa tw« Faces, one that 
is iedousy ^rel^) £(deqm» terrible> and tha^ ijifor irr4- 
gMhr ; and bother, thatisloW) comka], %nd ridic^)oM5^ 
ana tUs is call-d Smmmr^ as will appearHpEom wh«t 
J have to % at the end of this Pir<;ourfe. 

Affeftation is likewift ihought to be 6t for Comedy, 
as having a great deal of the EUdnukus in it, and wh4t 
may be very wdl corrected, by this fort of Poem. Your 
Charactets muft maintatn the fame^irmwf > Afie^a,tion> 
£R6< throVtht whok which they (how the A^idA- 
•eftce at the iOpeniag ti tl«p ve^y firg 
T\\t Pasts of SjunHflf ^ t CM<4y ai^ likewiTe four. 
The EuHMweti which five^ tight oaly ,cir chiefly to 
tfae Chan^bvr, and malces noigreac Pfogrofs into the Ac- 
tion, edly. The. vmrkhtg 9f ^ Rfot, wh«rc the 
Play grows warmer, ;md the D^fign er A^ic>n of it js • 
dnwing on^ £b that yoM difcover 6>mething promising. 
3dlv» Thc/ifl/ Grm^ of the tk$i which we may pro* 
perly C9^ the :Cmnt0i^Ttfrn i which deftrpys the Exr 
pedation, and embroils the Action hi new Difficulties^ 
leaving jyov far diAant fnoin the Hopes in which it found 
you. 4thly, TbrDi^Qcn^ i>r Umr^^flmg of the fict ; 
when you ftc -all things fettling again on their firft 
M Foua-^ 
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Foundation. Tbe'Obftacl€$ which hinder'd the Di^^ 
or ABion'^' the Piay, one* remotM, it ends with the 
Kefemblance of Trttthy and Nature, (b ;dhat the Audi- 
•enciB retire perfectly pleased and latistyM wiih the Poct> 
Conduct in it. 

But to make this yet plainer, I (hall con&ler the Di- 
?^ifion of our Plays into five Acts ; which Number has 
heen.fix'd at ieaft tWefe feveaieen hundi^ Yean, and 
condemns our Farces and all ihe^5jp«in}^ Plays^ in this 
-Particular. : . ; 

The firft Act contains the Matter or Argiimenc of the 
'Fable, and the introducing the principal Cnaracters ; and 
this is admirably done bv^Sey? yohnfon^ m his Alcbvmifij 
where the -Audience is let into the De(tgn and Charac- 
ters, by a Q^uarrel between and Face, who are 
the chief Managers of the whole Defign. The feamd 
brings the Affairs or Bufineb into Act. The $bird fiir- 
jiifhes Oytacles and Difiiculties. The -frurtb either 
Ihews l><^W^ere Difficulties may be remov'd, or finds 
new in t^^ttempt. Th^ fifth firts aii End to them all, 
.in a fortunate Dilcovcry, and (ettles the- whole Matter 
'according to Reason and Probability* 

As a Proof that Humour is the ridiculous fide of Faf- 
ipofty and to affift the Comie Fpet^ I "would recommend 
iiim to the perufal of the Mufti L^Mffg-Gf^fy written 
by Mr. Randolph^ on« of the ad<ipipe(r Soai of :the Yi- 
mous Beti ^ohifon'/'wiiert ht ulrtHfinist ail tlto.Hamours 
in Nature in theit Source;- many ^f' their C<»mpofitions, 
and which by an artful Hatid may bcixompounded in m- 
finitum. To be particular, would be^^ither too tedious 
' tor th« Time, or too Imperfect. 

Thiis I have given you the Rules of the Art of the 
Stage^ which if tollow'd, I am perfwaded, would give 
another Air at kaA to our 3V4t^/ef,' than they have 
ever (he wh in this Climate. - 

Here Laudon made an End ; and having recf^'d the 
Thanks of the Company, we ail parted. 

He End ^ the Fourth ViaIogi^». 
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T'he Rules of the E Pic cr Narrative 
Foem, the Peetk Di£iion or hm^iiaff^ and 
of Eti^iQi Numbers. * 

THE jCompan]r i>emg met according to the Ad- 
Joummenc^ and tiow left to themfej,ves. Lav* 
DON thus beean. ' 

Breathlefs alpiofi m afe kf ldfiQ»t ' * 

Farnafius Bill'y on whofe brighi ahrj T^ : " 

l^e Epic Poets fi dmnely^ow^ 
And witbjiffi fride beheld the rejl \>e1ow* ' 
Heroic Poems have a jufi tretence 
2V he the hlghefi Re^ch of, humane Senfe ; _ y 
; A Work of fucb inefiimahle Worthy 
l .^here arMput tvfo tffe World has yet bron^ forth, ' 
['[jB^omcr and Virgil ; wii^ ' ' 

* ^ Vff fhofy^ meer' Sounds jhe. World's Attention dravt! 
\ ' f ^l^ff&iin^ fiems below the tefi 

\j^Of ^n,%'fai}Jir Uia iw^leg d Bedjfi 

M ft So 
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So theft Gigantic SouU^ amaz*d^ m fnd 
As tnuch ahove the refi ef humane Itmd, 

' J^atures nvhole Strength united ; endlefs Famr^ 
And univerfal Shouts attend iheir Name, 
Jtedd Homer once^ and you can read no more^ / 
F(w all ^things elfe.afp^^ Jo duU and poor, 
Verfejwitt feem Trofe ; fe$ often, on him look. 
And you will hardly need another Booh 
flad Beflii nee^ee theJV^ bad fiifl, J 
tjhe rnctian?, vievfd th^ <a^'inus^ft^ ^ W^i 

* Arfometiing'^ Vhhte the Work adikk^, - - 
ilot hefd to he inflruBed^ bat infiir'di 

. ButJte, difckfing fdctel lAyfinieu ^ . 
Has fi)evn where all the mifiJty Magjick lies, 
Defcrib'd the Siedt, and, iny;ha$ Ofderjfo^, 
"^hat have to 'fuch a TYfSfonton'gf^i6n.^ ' 
Sure, fropi feme An^d pe^ this Secret knew, 

, Who thro" hfisj^ahyrinri^ 'has-^^ 
^twhatyal^s!^»falhi$f^orMa 
'^0 ffB this promts d Landyje^^^ tghindf . i • 
If he Way is Jbewn; hut who has Strength to go? 
^hat skilful Bard does^ ev'ry Science knowl , . 
Wbofe Fancy 'flies leyond ^eak heafm^s Sight, 
And yet has Judgment to direB it rij^> ; . 
Wbofe jufi Difcernmentj ViigiWi**, 
Never to fojl top little^ <v too mufhf. 
Let fuch a Jli^n begin without MdV, 
But he mufi dd beyond wiat I ckn fay J ' 
Mufi above Milton'/ lefty Wghtspri^Tttl^ ^ 
Siscceed where Sptn(eT and Torc^ii^tO f^m 

I have Hegtra my Diftourft 6a t^i$ (bit <)f 'P(iem 
With tbi; kigh Eulogy Uj^on it, fpoln that ffre^at aiVlfi- 
dicibiis Critict the pretent Duke dP BudSiighaifs iai 
Normanby \ yfho hajs. fonurti'd u*. witS to majiyftio 
Remarks an<i Inftruaipni oVi the 6tlier Pkrts of Pbetlry. 
But the <vcry .deafen he ^ivcs the ®fiBcafty>^* alul^has 



^tkriU ul Im tWQ oC fli« kwl eytr ignce ch^ Birth of 
Poetry, ajmoft codchicWf nic ag^ti^ fiyii^g .4n^ thing of 
it» for fear tt^OMU ^ in^iir labour ^v€)n% For Iti 
for our judgifig of tb€m> the wm^mm iiipf\$uik0£^ all 
^.Pcdtte W^U ev^ fiott t^iiH:/ Ji|>pw^^ 49ci4«i 

oodcr dtft Tfttk th^ QlteehitfiA xk^it^^m^tiy^ky 

Sentence x» loiig fincq paft, aai ihejr utterly Qs^Iuded*. 
Umdeed noefai0g <tiftiQguiQx*<i ai| . Heroic P<!(ef fH>ra<i 
edhen, but osi9P«r o/ foct of V^fe,, as Geaar^* 
Vossivs tutf ivtry w^lkly ^fenPHa,'4 the Nfam^w 
would vaftly wms^l^i^. by ^4«aiti(i8g^ alt ia^ t6ai 
Rank who have «|r ritten in Heroic VfirAo v But fin^f 
Ae DiftkiatoiiL oC A««Jkw*is« n**^ thtir .S^biea^ 

s plwi tMt wong the/ AtttM»\tft we cml^ Ho^ 
aiid V i^^ii** .an4.anvM)g ibje McrfwJi not one; 
wadtfs w« ihoMU »ll«wr Tomq^^tiAto Tasso^ a44 
Mixtjom; rThe latief; iniitfiri ti«^ t9liA'4>'if skk^x^ 
ctf d tlie GiMft ilod IpiMfii; JIqs)K% in ina^y Xhii^ ; aai* 
I( knifi fo liir r t^vi9 ^kh At G«AtlM8A> who in tb^ 
SftBiem hiadtt hik lUmttrkt m Potm ot P4Radi€« 

that if >>fiuil id fcMtie Par^uiars ihro^gk the 
tafity of thje Sttb|afiv <Mtr: Uioii Bar4 hai difeover'diyi. 
«dier TUi^s a Citnius wortl^ di the Fm^mity of 
UpjaBXand Vinaiu 

A2I lor tfaofe ftther Tbingi which bftvt ;€ein« 0»t» 
f ither ta\&ialf ori Fr^m^ m^^^ ji^ in Ffli||sl#Mif :tQp> 
thejr have np Pretence to b^ lUftoi lip t0 this aiiy Top • 
^IfamAfiiSi cSomorJtttlo liefleAions will not tberer 
fercrb^ amiify whtlftilhpife ase Men who havr Vatucf 
•nongh to fiuic|f< tfaemfliWes Epic Poets ^ntd haVf tte 
Jkiick of a,.tnn^eat.BfloeptiQa of their Wibrka in %hi^. 
kifkl We b4i^e feen jEksp^lcA of tbit more than oacej 
and it is yecy^likeljitM^einayEhttte.mQipe Atteinptl 10 thf 
fiune fcindy firbn JMbui, wto^ and immfrite^^ 

Appiaufe of the unjudging Town, may itovgine. xhtmr 
Bmks equal to this arduous Task.^ 

M . $ Y^^- 
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I pcrfedly agree feirh you,'rty ieafFiittid-M V » oK, 
(faid I) Co thit> a$ there feetos to a»i<^ benoe a tteceffity 
iof laving' femetiiing of the' Nafi^aftif^ Fo&mj we need 
m^etch-odr Ruks tb all^ tiiat hait>een <>ffer*d l>7 that 
admirable Critic Monliear Bos iv^ ' but nouch the Heads 
i>f Things ifi genera! j efpecially -fiike -what hai been 
laid oi 'I^^t^^ win afbrd a great if not conapiete 
Help to our Jtidgmefit on the Epic Performance. 

Aristotlb (afiSim'd Laudon) difttnguitties Poe* 
§f into thtee kinds of Poeabs; the EHfk <or that which 
iregards oar Maluierf)4hli ivvgiey ^nd thtCcmk.' 
raee rddiides thefe'to twoy one coniftiiig^in AUipny the 

r The SjWr* or NafrMthf9'?eftt»^ is> itf the Optnion'of 
Vdsiritil s^ i^f^if^) W the I>ake of Bmckin^fn^ die 
greateft and m6ft nobk isC foefy: It is, &yS'i?4r/i0, the 
grcace(l Work chat humane Wit is ^apable o^ - All the 
Nob]ene(s, and all the Eievatioii «th« moft ^ pexieft 
Geifiiri can-hardly fi^e to Ibrm^dne flicit as ir f>eqili£b 
for ail Heroic 9^ : The CiSUufty fcididg «og^to 
FiW^ and yudgntittt^ HioTat' of^ Imagjiiatidn/ ai3j<So«' 
brKty 6^' Reafon/ Frecipif^iOA oF ferity and'SdIidicy. 
of Miild cau(es the raie^ity 4if(4Charader, and^iof^this 
happy Temperametit, which make^ a Poet accomplifhU 
It requires great /m^^ei, and yeta graver Wit to fons' 
thenu Finally, there muft a ^ Judgment (b -fbltd, a 
O^feef^iiienr et<jutflte,: fifth peiftft J&»bwledge'.in 
the LartgiGiigeift Whichriie>wneiS): Tuck) oblate Study^ 
pfdfbohd Medttadon,r ' and ^ vaft. Cmciiy^^^ thsrt Ifcaoce 
whole Ages cati produce one ^ttm^nrSbr zn^^^H^m 
Ai^ 'it is an^ Enterprise Co boid^iHiat itieannoriali intoi 
ITife Man*sl boughts bitl it iniiftij^ight iuin. Yet ho^ 
teahy Poets have we ieen of iatb Days, who^ wichooa 
Cafadtjy^^d without Study ^ have dor'd to iiiiderraktf 
thefd= ibi^ of Poeim,''haiving^*oeher;Fotindado&.fe8. 
irll; but «>n)y the of their ,Iin^inadon,r^w<i 
firtsknt&j^^SpMrift T j . V ■ V. 
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Qui another Hiadrance (faid I). to thk CbaraBit>^ is 
C0 iiavc a Wit too vaft, for fiich a Wit will «iake no** 
thing fx/r^ ia Works of tl^is jktixd, wbofe d^eF Perftc-- 
tioa is Jufinifs. TheTe Wit^^ th^t, ftrike.at all, anc apisr 
to paps the Boondaries ; and t;he Indulgence jap4*« u^r 
hridl^, Swing of their Gmimi hurries tboox to Irr^a.^ 
larity^ for as tjheir Wit is nor, (o is nothing they^.dor 
CKa£t : All they (ay, and all they imagine is vajly fo that 
tbtfy baveneidier P^^oportion in their Peiignf Juflfieft 
19 tb^ TKp^Wy nor Exaftuefs in the'ExpreiUon* , This- 
Fault is commoato* moft of the aio49rn Poets any. 
Figu^^ «(pecially to the ^niar 4s ^ as for Ii^aopeinthe 
Poem pf tlttgf^^ Xtmenes on Cii Rttidyas de Riv^r, , a»id; 
CAtnciem in jbiis Poem of the:Omtj[meft of f he Indians by, 
t\^ionfi§f^fi ; a;id among the Itaifpipih BocordoyAmfi^i^ 
Mof^n^i ;and Cbiabrevay whofe Works are very ill Pat-: 
terns . foe an Heroic Poeip» They are perpetually digrer^.. 
Srig, yet there is always Wit ia tlieir Digrejpons- The. 
"Brencdt (jm Raf 'm a Freiichman ol>(erYes) who pretend, 

Wit^ a^d love it ey'n Trifi[es> let the Poems.. 
^ Aripfk .m^ M^fit^ blindly ipifl^ them, a| oiu*. 
SuP s N ^ B ft has done w^b a muchj^e^ter Genius than . 
aay of our Neighbours, caa boaft. 1 he Beauty of thtir 
VeHe and £xpre/&on, the pleafing Images which they 
fiaake of the Things they treat of, nad fo enchanted mou 

the fucc^eding Poets, that they have not feen thfi 
efp(s Enormities of Judgnieni into whidi the(e Poets do : 
nlL liut this is c6mmoa with Poets of a hoc and « 
lively Wit, and little Judgment. They endeavour. tQ> 
hide .;yhat is irregular in their WorkSj^ by glittenng> 
Faults and fal(e Beauties ; but to fuflain a gnat.VeJtgtt^ 
io the utmoA Regularity, requires great Judgment and. 
Wifdom. 

The Value of 22rm^ P«e/^ (aflum'4.LMrD0N) is, yet 
more exalted by the jV^^^^^r, and by its End, than by> 
it$ Form. All it coiifidQrs, all it diicoiufes of, is o£ 
Xiif^i and Tripcfs i an4 LeiToj^.j^t gives, are to tha 
CMT^C^Meu to govern the People, fetting ieforc'tbeni' 
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tke Idea of * mucK mofd perfeS Paneni of Vitttto 
U^oty m albrd* Fof HiAory »ropo(^ F/ffMv imper.^ 
left as it isliMiBd in YsrtkulmSy but Poetrjr* propolb it 
ftte lroQ> all Ini(>eriedioAS, as it oueht to be in thd Ge^ 
^ aiKl hi die MpraB^ This oiade Atifiotlt deekre, 
'Tbat IV^/i^a better Sckool of Virtue t|iaB thiUfifhf 
nttify becaufek goes more diredly to PetfeftiOft bytbe 
Verifimilitude, than Philo&pky can do by tbe Nahi' 
Tnifli ; and becanft tbe Poet gives not a Rea(<m for 
wlMt.lie %S) as the Pfatlofopher does, but the Reaibtt 
liiiift W peKetv'd without his oftHo^ it. 

fkfj in geiiera] is a Pificn^ or Imttacioii of an Mkm^ 
and ileif^ f is the laiution or Pidure of an Bnmc 
AHion^ as dnfiotle infeiBis to. And he gives th^Qii^ 
htifis to this Adion to be imttared by it, that k ht mHi- 
9odJ$ttfl€, ffuey or what |>afies kr inie ; and that k 
ought to be h^^i coounetidable, and efiffi»#. It muA be 
Mfe zni fimfky to a^mid C^nfufim ; k Auft be lMr#, to 
deferve Credit ; hmy and ^omttiendabks^ to Itrve ior 
a Pattern aiid laftniaion to the QreMM^n^ and to b« 
a ^blk Eatas^e of Vktne. Finafiy^ k jflUI be tmihr^ 
that there be nothing ki k ioi^eried. Theft Cdn- 
dicfOtis are efiential to the AMhn which k to bifr tbe, 
Subjea of an Ikt^U Vmm^ that k k altogether defeftive 
if any one of theft Qpalitiea be Wanting. Bat that thtf' 
Aftion may be entirely perled in a Fdem, all muft go in 
a diitA Line to eftabli^ th« MeHt of the Hero, and to 
d^ingut^ hiift from all ochersi As the I^tUvs in a Piece ' 
^ Bijhry ¥MMn^ ought to have nothing fi» fhibiftg' 
ckher by the Colours or ^ the Lights, as may #veft \ 
the £yesfit>m the principal Figure. ' Inthk, was 
miftaken, who, iii hk Poemof Bkm/ilffM, makes Ri* - 
maldo do all that is (hini^ig ; and Godfry^ who k the 
Hero of the Poem, has nothing todor Bmier, whofe 
Seiife and Judgment were far greater, by a Spirit direfiJy 
contrary, makes AchUhSj who k hk Hero, do all. Tho* 
k may perhaps be £ud that he (bmetimes firays too far 

from 
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ffOfn ij^l. Sh^lI^^ Oi?yci! falls jintp this Error.; 

' The 4M,im vsx& Vfr^er top c^il, tip 
it muft have.ll jwft 6i>e^|:nffs> ju^i wiAi^ natural RrCh 
portian pf 4ft ^<U(! A^fi ^ ^ pcrfed. The Wacv 
or ^i^o of STf thai; vQj)tiap^ ten Years, had been a 
Matter dilproporcion^d ior a Poen ; fo brge an Ob}eJ^ 
Imd tir'd th» fr^, ;h4;)^a nkura;! Mhm ^ the faxne Man 
54 Wt rc^uUrijr bfii (rf' that Extent ^ that is, fuch a Subs- 
j|c& of .nei^eility biye included divers A&ons; 
whereas the Imitgticm ct an U^oxc Pop^i is but of on^ 
AAion, as the Anger of Acbi^* >Jt)ie Return of Wxffet y 
and the Settlement of J&neas^ with his Qods, in Itah^ 
Bwkon the oth^r H«od, th^EpicA&ion mtifl not be 
too much confin'd and lixnited, left it bocom^ de^icabla 
jby tibe liff/f ffe/if 

The Unity of the uiffwii, however Jfw^/e and fcrupx^- 
ilpus it pught to be, is no Enemy to thofe Delight^,, 
which naturally arife from K^m#y, when the Variety is 
attended with that Ordfr^ or that fnfortkn wbkb^. 
mkes XJpiformifp As one Pfilaice q»ay co|itain the va« 
rious Ornaments of )Architeifiturej and a gre^c Dim&f 
of Parts ; provided it be built in >the lame Order^ 
gnd after the fame peiigru This Variety ha« a hre^ 
Field in Bemc ^9efy : The Enterprizes of War, tht: 
Treaties lof Peace, Embaffies, Negotiations, Voyages^ 
Councik^ Debates, building of Palaces and TownSy^ 
Manners, Pafltons, uneacpehed Oinrpyerics, unfore* 
ieea and (Urprizing R<;voiutioAS, and-the different Ima- 
ges of all that happens in the Lives of gre^^ Men, may, 
2iere be employ a, provided they are direded .0, am^^ 
carry on the fame End.. - Without this 0« der, the moil 
beautiful Figures become monArous, and like thofe Ex- 
travagancies that Horacf taxes as ridiculous in the oegiii- 
ajng. of his Book of the Ain 0/ Pm^i^. 

This grcjit Variety Matters, whic^ ^dorns a Po- 
«IQ, are brougbc iiuo-^the principal A^^> diegrea^ : 
of tKe Poet informing his additional Parts,, whicb 
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the Critics call Ep'tjodes. But thete are a t^rt of pigf cC- i 
fion^ frqm the Subjeft, bcin^j AJ^ti^tures^ wholly fo- 
reign, tiat iire added to ^efrt7ij:}f>4l Jt0hn lo.zdofa ii \ 
yet they ought however to li^ive a ftelat'iOil tO theT^^ 
'fal AWiny to make a Work t^at hai (^rd^r'^xxifte^of '' 
iion. And fherefore the 'Dt^orum diP-?erfon, Time, 
aiid Place miift be preftrv'd. Without this Condition, an 
Ffififde is no longer ^ro&^^/r, and there appears an Air of ^ 
'Aftedation whiA becomes ridi^ilous ; which H&rdce oh- 
)t&s to the witlefs Poet, who wbiild ht'gay in grave 
-Subjcfts^ and feek foreign* Ornaments, where only the ^ 
native were proper. Thus, Lucan makd$~ Wng'Scho- 
laftic Differtatioh^ and- Difpdtcs, merely Spetu^^ttive, on 
things that iill in his way, which inows much Con- 
ftraint and Affe^larion. But as xhttfifade mufl be native, 
and never far fetch*d, fo is it to be handled with a cer- 
tain Management and Dexterity, tl^at it haay not be in the 
Way to mik^ iCovfuRony nor burthen the Subjed with 
too much Adi6n, 'Tis in this that the Art of Hctnet 
particularly fhincs, who never confounds * any thing in 
the Throng of the Qjjefts which he reprefents. Never 
was Poem more charg'd with Matter, than the Wad]^ 
yet never any appeared more fimple and more naturalj 
for every thingycre is in its due Order. The moft na- 
tural Epifides^t moft proper to circumftantiate the 
principal Adion beft, that are the Cau/es, the Effeffs^ 
the Beginnings, or the Confequences of it. But we 
do not always find thefe Qualifications in Sf-fjp', who 
endeavours fb oiteh 'to pieafe by Pafl':ge$, that are teo 
glittering. And much left in Ariofoy whoTe Epifif^^ 
arc too aflfe^ked, never probable, never prepared, and of- 
ten without any descendance on this Subjed; as that 
of King Agramarrtey and Marffa. But the Air of 
Knight Errantry and Romance is vifib^e in this Poet 
more than any true Spirit of* an Heroic Writer. 

Tho' all muft be natural in an Heroic Poem, yet Acr 
Order that is,obrerv*d in the Relation of Things ought 
nor to be (o. For if we rcatl it taxm&f andaccordisig 
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to tiie Succeflion oF Time,, it would be a Hiflory, and 
nbt a Poem. And by that means ,we fhould fall ii\to the; 
fame Fault with the impertinent Scribler ridicul'd hj\ 
Jloracey who began his Poem of* the Trojan War, wim 
the Loves 6i Jupiter and Leda ^ znd with the Birth of 
Beleh^ wfeo was the Caufe of the War. For to render 
the Narration the more infinuating, delightful and fur- 
prizing, the Poet mull confound tl\e natural Order of 
Times and Things, tn make of it one purely artiHciaL. 
'Tis by this Maxim, that the Poenr. 6F Siemlns upon 
Bacchus^ the Thehaid of StatiuSy and the Poems of the* 
firA Italians^ who writ before they, knew the Rules of' 
AflfiotU^ and (bme of Spain^ are fo defedive. 

I he principal Chara£^er of zn Heroic Foem c-oniifls in^ 
the Narration ; in this it is opposed to> and diflingui(h*d^ 
from the BramatiCy which altogether confifts in A&ion r- 
But as nothing is more difficult ihan'to relate Things as- 
we ought, the Post muft^ employ all his Art to iUccced' 
in it. The Qualities, which a Narratioft, muft have to- 
be perfeft, are thefe : It muft be (hort and fuccjnd, that 
nothing may be idhy fiaty or tedious \ it muff be lively 
fuic^y JpirituouSy and delightful^ that it may have no- 
thing but what is atiraHive 'i finally it mufi be fimple- 
and * natutah But it requires great Art to know how 
to. relate Things fimply^ and: not let the Simpltcity ap- 
pear. The molt ordinary Graces of a 2^/irr^/w;f muft 
come from the Figures and Tranlitions, and from all 
thofe dchcate Turns, that cany the Reader from one- 
tiling to another imperceptibly, and in this chiefly con- 
fifts all the Artifice of a Narration. It mtft ne^er ex^: 
liauft all ihe Matter, .that fome Place may always be left 
to the natural R^flc^ioni 6f the Header ; it muft like- * 
wife avoid the Particulars, .and the Length of affcdcds 
Defcriptions. Homer, as great an Ofator as he was,, 
amufes not himfelf to cfifcoui Ce of the Tormentf of the ; 
unhappy in Ilell, when Viyjfes xlefcended thitherj tW- 
that was a fiiir Occafion for him to do it. But the Potty, 
viica kc is |ttdicious, makes no l^efetilticnj vkeitly toi^ 
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(bow his Wit, hut Gxch only a$ fcrvc to clear the Mat- 
ter. In Chorty the Narration muft be deligKt&]> not 
only by the Variety of the- Things which it relates, but 
al£b by the Variety ot the Numbers^ In the Moderns 
we (hall Xcarce ever 0cet with Narrations, that are con- 
tinued with the fame Force and the (ame Spirit,as they arc 
in Hemn and Vifgil, except Milton^ and often S^tpfer; 
'tis by tbefe great "Models, that a Poet fhould learn to 
be Patherical in what he relates, without aoiufing him- 
felf with fiibtil and witty Narrations, ty a ridiculous Af- 
fe&acion ; nor can I approve of the Defcriptions of AT- 
Palace in Afiofioy nor of that of Armid^t in 
Xajpiy nor ol* the Particulars of the pleafant Things, 
which both of them mix in their Narrations. By theie 
they degenerate from tlieir Chara&er, and (hew a kiiii 
oi^ puerility that is in no wi(e conformable to the Gravity 
of m Heroic Poem, where all ought to be Great and 
Maicftic ^ - 

There is nothing more eiTential to this Poem, than 
FiBhm this ought to reign throughout, for it is the ve> 
ry Soul of it. By this the roxAi common Things take 
a Chara&er of Greatnefi and Sublimity, which renders 
them extraordinary and admirable. Jriftotie gave but 
the Shadow of this Precept, which Pefrcjiijw has drawn 
«nore fully, 'Tbt free ^irit is ta h frecifitated hy the 
4^bag€S, and tbe Mivifify of the Gods. Thus the 
meanefl: Things become noble ; f^ffi/ tlms, mHomtT^ 
throws herfeif at the Feet of j^ufitet ; the Gods, aflem- . 
bie in Council, where arife Debates, their Spirits grow . 
warm, and all Heaven is divided jinto Parties* The. 
Caufe is, that the MiArc^ of Achilles is taken frbm him, 
which at the Bottom is but a Trifle. *Tis by this great 
Art that ail the Voyages, and indeed every Stijp that 2i» 
hmachus ttiskd^ in the Od^es to feek hi^ Father U/;^ef, 
became conCdeia^Ie, becaufe Aii«m;4 is of hisJRf/ii7M, 
«n4 of his Councif. And all became remarkable by the . 
InQpreffica tb^y recelv'd from tlie CoildiiiS: <^ ap^ity>^ 
that ^efides over WiJRiowk 'Tb by this, In fine, iha 
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Vifgit gives Greacnefs and Idufire tq the meaneid Things 
he delivers. If JEn^as break a Bougli in the third o£ 
the Mneids to pay a pious Duty to a Tomh, that he findc 
accidentally in his Way, the Ghofi of I^dwus^^ks 
to him from the bottom of the Tomb* tx Jkuns draw 
an Arrow in the eleventh Book, it is by the Dh-ediqa 
of At^lh^ who takes an Interefi in it by that Means ta 
kill Camilla^ la (hort, a]! that has Relatiot) tath^ Ood%, 
and th^ir Miniftry, ev'n to the kaft A^^ions that are de^^ 
(crib'd in this Poem, to heighten the LuAre of all that 
is done there in tHtt marveUons Way, of which iri/* 
iotU gives tuch admirable LelTons, 

But it is of the lafi Importaoce (as I have ob(erv'd} 
that this admirable be probabk by a }ufi Mixture and 
Temperament of pne and the other. For the HerQig 
ASfotti which the Poet propoles to imitate, mud be* 
render'd not only worthv of AdmifatUny but aUb of 
Credity to attain its End. The Poets are ordinarily 
carrie4 to ^eak incredible Things, while they too much^ 
aim at the Admirable, whidi they in^rudeotlv thrufl into 
the Fable, without minding the Truth; becaufe they 
would pleaie, without takmg care ta perfwade ; and 
tbey fcarce ever thmk of die Preparations, and all the 
G>loiirs of Decency that muft be employed, on which to' 
ground the VerfimUtude. And it is thus, that by a taife^ 
Idea, which diey have of Poefy, they place its Beauty 
in the n]^a(ant Surprizes of fomething extraordinarily^ 
Wondertii4 whereas it is not in ReaKty'^to be found but* 
in what is maitural and frobMt. For the fui e Way to', 
the Heart, is not by furprizing the Spirit ; and all be-^ 
comes incredible in ?oetr^ that appears iticovifrehenfbUJ 
Few Poets, befide Vhr^il and Eamery had the Art by. 
the Preparation ot Incidents to manage the Probability 
ia all the Circunniflances of an Heroic Aftion ; and , 
»«pjiimrelf indeed cannot be. own'd altogether fo fcru^" 
pulou^ and regular as {Tlr^i/, in his Coat ivances. His^ 
MacUnes are kis )u{l, and all the Meafurcs he takes tO' 
filvc the trobabilitj are Jefi eia& "Many RefleSEions 
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tnay made in the Works both of the-^wiww^i and^ 
the jkddkrns on . the SubjcA of this Obfervatiom For 
the necfcfrit;y of TrobabVfty ik a grear Chick to the.Po-* 
tis,y Who think, to inike fhe Incident's ttc niore JSteri^c,^ 
hj how' inttchu the more wonderfiil and more furprizmg; 
tfiey be,' without fegarding whether they be naturdl or 
nor. • ' 

*'The fovereign Perfcdion of an Heroic Toem^ in the 
pinion o{ Mfiotle^ cqv£Ai in th^ jufi fro^ortion of all 
iUTartt. The Mofoelhus is that perfe^ Connexion, 
that j(uft Agreementi and the admi§ible* Rektibn, that 
the Parts of thiis great Work hfve to each other ; as tjie; 
Perfedion of a. great Palace confifts in the Uniformity" 
of the Defign, and in the Proportion of the Parts. It 
is this Symmetry that Hotaco fb much recommends in 
the beginning ot his Aft of Foetry ] where. he taxes the 
Ridiailoufnels of the extravagant Difproportions.in the 
P'idures he (peaks of. As when Dolphins art put intpjor 
rejts, and Bears inito the Sea^ And this Proportion which 
^ijlotle requires, is not only in the j^^ntity of the 
Parts, but alfo in the Quality. In this Point, iTtfj^tf is 
very faulty, who in his t'oem mixes the Light Charadcr 
with the Serious, and all the Force and Majefty of the 
HeroiCy with the Softnels and Delicacy of the Tajtorat 
and Lyric Foefy. For the Shepherds Adventures with 
Herminia^ in the Teventh Canto j and the Letters of her 
Lover's. Name, whiclr flic carv'd in the Bark of Riys 
and BeCjihes ; the Moan (He made to tlie Trees and* 
Rocks,^aiid. purling Scream^f ; thecnibroid<^r'd Meadows,^ 
the finging of Birds, in which the Poet himfcif took 
(b much PJcafure : The enchanted Wood, in the thir- 
teenth Canto ; the Songs of Armiia in rhe fourteenth^, 
to infpire BSnaldo with Love, the Careffcs this Sorcer 
reft made him, the Defcription of her Palace, where 
nothmg is breath'd but SOTtneCf and Ffeminacy^; ind 
thofe other affefted Defcriptions, have nothing of th^it 
Grave and Majeftic Charaifte.r, which is proper for an 
Heroic Poem. Thus SannAZAnuf and Qamoeni have 

- mingled' 
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mingled the Fables of Paganifna. with th^ Myftwes. pf 
the Cbriftian Religion. It is n6t fufficient that; a^i $c 
great! and magiiificent in this Poem ; all muft fikewife b^ 
juft, uniform^ -and. ptoportipnabfe in the difefen; parts 
that compofe it; ' . ' ' . . ' ' ; * * . ^ 

Tho'what my Friend L Audon has ofer'd (faid 
may be (ufficient to direct the Judgment in deciding on 
Performances of this nature; yet that there may,' be np^ 
thing 'wanting, give me Leave to add that particulif 
Rules are riot fo necelTary to be dwelt on' here*; firi^ 
becaufe thefe forts of Poems afe very rarely attempted i 
and next, becaufe whoever can judge wdl qf' ^tdgedy^ 
a^d deterriiine whether it be gobcfoi* ^d;, ^,^tialify*4 
to judge of an fferdic foem^ (ovW\ the l^ahs of this arc 
to be found in 'tragedy yhvLl all thoft 6f the Tragic 
Poem are not to be found in the Heroic, iThis Maxim, 
is true in all Arts^ ffnce to- judge aright cflt' any Work, 
we ought perfectly to know all the parts of whicli it is 
compo&'d* According to this Principle then, anyMai^ 
who can judge well of ^^Trage^^ is capable of judgii^ 
fb of the Jiereic Toefhy for the to mer contains all that is 
in the latter* Thus in Tragedy y there zrc thc Tahle, the 
tdannerSy the Dtctio»y and the Affeetlom^ or 1 ajftons. 
But then he who is a good Judge of th . Heroic Foem^ 
may not have Knowledge enough tO be a good Judge of 
Jlragedyy becaufe there are in this fome things whicfii 
are not in that, as the Unity ofpmey and Place,, the 
Vivacity of thePaflions, and the Action itfelf, , the Heroic 
Poem being only a N'-tfrr^^/Vj/. 

The Jiefoic PUm lias farther this in comboh w ith ^r^i- 
gedyy that it is a Difcourfe in Ver(e, and an Imitation of 
the Adions of the greateft Perfbns. ' It is not neceflary 
that the Aifidn, which is the Subje^ of either the Heroic 
or *Xragic Toenty be illuftribus and important in itfelf^ 
but it muft bcJ fo by the Quality of the Perfons who aft 
the Anions of Kings and Commanders, as Hcrace fay$» 
This is fb true, that*the moft notable and excellent Ac^ 
tion of any of a low Rank or Degree Can never be thb 



Tie C<mfkt& Akt ofPoETur. 

Subjc^ of an Ser$k or Jr^j/V Poem, when the m<^ 
d^rent one of i Kin^ or a Geaei'^l wiU be (bcbj. an4 ' 
feceiv*d wi^ Appjaufe. 

. iliey disei" m this, that the Beraic Teem is a pir^^ 
Vf4rr^m0ni the fr4!^ir. is nil A^^ion* F^r there is no* 
thing \m AHfcn^ which can qsiakc a lively Repref^n- 
tation of the violent PafGons which reign in VTiragedu 
while the other makes \]re only of a fiiople Recital with- 
Aftors it is indeed a Poem more Cody and moJC" 
tate^ and nuide for Morality. Nexj^, it has a larger £xr 
tent ; hwt this dificrence Droceeds from the faaje Cawfe, 
I have jufi mentioned. The Pafllons reigu in ^^ffgefy^ 
ib that Poem ought to» be always (liort^ fince nothing 
that is violent enoures long^ iBut Manners and CuftomSt 
which are not begun and nnifli'd at once, belong to the 
Uerm Toem^ and by Cbnfequence its Adion ougfit to 
have a larger Extent than that pf Itage^^ For JVtf- 
tei^ oug& to be confined , at the utnroft to twelve 
Hours, whereas there is no certain and determin'dTim^ 
fix*d.for ^he Duration of xh^ Uerpic teem. And thi$^ 
length has been djSerent» according t« the Nature of 
the A^ion which it choo(es to imitate.. Thus th^ UUs^ 
which is lull of Violence and Pailion, continives but 
forty-fevcn Days ; the OdjJffS draws Wifdom and Con- 
'dud, and therefore to that the iame Poet allows eight 
Years aiid a half- 

, 'Kirgil knew very well this Prudence and Wifdom of 
the Greek Poet, for to tlie Aftion of the MneidSy whofc 
Charad^rr is f iety and Cpo4 N^tsu^ he gives fevea 
Years. 

But to come to a clofer A^licattoh of the Rules of 
tragedy to the Metoic foem i The latter is particularly 
difiinguili'd from the former, as being a l^drtaiipw 
where the Poet generally (peaks bimftlTiU not but he 
frequently interrupts the (imple JJatraticn by making his 
Perfons (peak, as is plain ftom Homef and YifglU Bi|t 
tho' the general Char.ider of the Poem be thus different 
irom the Tragic, y«t ia this they agree. In both. 



tiiere ^tt t fMe, Mamfetfi Semtiments^ ^xATbiBhtn 
An^tkttRik]^ tlMitiiifcdiisintliefbrmkig a Dramatic 
Fable, wttlKoM ^ovy^ in the fortotng riiat of an Heroic 
PoMo. Thai rf tm lafi W;bt tl> jniitate titly Atr-^ 
ffnti Entire} toerfc^) and fint^'d, add ^t6i vbhrc-' 
^eddy1ijRlaB4^iN«a^, MhhHe, trdilgtnl. Irmuftfee^ 
aftivia) lilce rfiat of fVar^til)^; «wJ tht only^dillertiKfe' 
litcwecn the Aai\^ncft <rf' thefe two Pocm^j is, » t have 
oWcfV'd, that ^fagedf imitates without J^Tifmrfi^, and^ 
the Bmit Poem with its AflUknee ; that is t6 fay;, that 
it does not ki'ii^ Adors^ bfeftwe the^aato^; h is the' 
Pdtft onfy thae:^il^ks ; «nd^the ^ief re^foii'^at ht of-^' 
tenmi^k^s his PdrfoDS'ai^ and ^afe themfdvc^y h, that 
he may gi^e that A^-ioh to ki^ Poem 'which k naturally:' 
and hj its Dieftiiti6n i-eqnifes< Fof thir reafim the Poet 
cmj^ht at firft to form hi^ Plan or Fafeje fd, -as to ttialc^ it 
ttftive; and thtttfore \iriJf^ )tt(lly dmdemns tho^e' 
who feardi Kiftory for a Theme, before they have thtit^ 
fbniiMthd'FidbK ^ 
I have Aid, that the Imitatkm of an Jftvafe Panvr 'ii^ 
thit^ ^a AHien only, and not of a' great many f6t[ 
flMMtid iricMcate many AftioAs, it >rte]d be a Hiflor^r, ' 
and not a^ Poemi So that the Q»npofition' df the Inti- 
dttAii the Connexion whkh^imites the Parts that ttaikBi ' 
zsk flinie F$em:y ought not to be fiice that which tmites.^ 
the Pi*ts of an Hiitory. For in Hiftor^ Events 
al>e cc^Qeded together, which have only a (ortoltous.^ 
GortttbS^n, and debend not on one another j bat only - 
by thrTane » which they hanpeh^d ; whereas the inci- 
d^is <drthff Pdem oo*ht to be feltfikfd together, and 
iiicoi^iratti Ont iirfb^e ot^, thiat they make oife and 
^ fMme AffML If a Foet fliould make ufe of any Bi- 
cideat which was not a natural Part of his Fable, nor 
Matter proper for this fort of Poem, it muft be at ieaft 
necei&ry to give an Account of fome Part of the A8:]on.. ' 
This is entirely owofite to tht Rttles of Hi^^ and ^ 
cftTjfics itJioiN^nfcvfiUncec " \ 

But 



. Beit toiUuftrate.chisy. I (hall bprroigir ati STtn^I^ %tm 
Arifotth qn this Head, tha( n^o di^ereii^ A^tonss . that 
have DO Coooecciott but o^* tjhe Tmie.iiiiivhich they hap- 
pepi'dy' ^nnpt make om. ,^<fays h^ if. th^ S^A-fi^ 
M Sdi^ism^ ftf^ the Battle wi^ fbejCmk^oi^isM: 
~&cil^, vib^cb ^ere ah^ut the f^nu ^im^t Im^ po rtkh 
ti0n to ihejam€ E»4y mu(i> Ufs Jkdil tjsoff 'Thkft%s whk^h 
fall out at digerent ItMeSy and after- 09t flmthett^ teni 
/^W .i^^figP*. This Coraparifoo. is fu^&ieat to 
make us uaderAand theDi^ereace y^hich.is bet^eea the 
lucidents. which come iata ^ Uttoic^Teeifi^ and thofe 
^hickhav^ place itijs^ jliftpfy. Among the )|t W» thoic; 
whifli^ (^eepi mod ^likCy and are very near oqe ^another, 
are yet- very ^di&ret^t, aud ^et^d not ^o the^i&me End* 
As t)ie Ia{bance.given of ^heSea-£^igage0^fi£t at S^lia^. 
miruy where the Grecians hezt XerxeA '% «^nd die Battle, 
which GeJan g^ d ia oyer xht Catt^iigini^nSy, 

€<>oiipaudedv hy JlmiUaty which are Ciid to have boHi^ 
happen'd the fame Day ; yec is there uot)isqg 4aK>re diffc- . 
'^n<^«4^-^xtji^}f HaT^ c^^boch^oftheo^thjs (ipoe Cau^, 
io do they not concur to t(ie (anie^End. . . .^tu^ there- 
fore, tkere '^yto^v^ f d^£r«irence betWj^i:j^i^i_ which 
cgm^ tq paGi tn. the iame Hour, what muit there hi- 
tweeu thofe which happen . iu feveral Ages? Farther 
give me leave to add, that if, the falling.out of two Ac- 
tions at the (iime time, made them one, theu all the Ac- 
tions which cooae to pafs in the World ia ooe^-Dny^ are, 
the (ame, which would he .highly ridiculous.^ta aJtert. 
However, they all 4f admitted into Hiilqry, wi^^^ 
does, not confine itfelf to , r^ate only (One ; A$o» i^^hut, 
this would he^ahfurd in ani2pr<^/£ Pf«jn, iiitfii whicjiihiQiic. 
Incidents can only ejiter, . which when Voin'd toig^tjiuK; 
compofe only One vthoh^ and ajm at the Ume Defigo, " 

I have obferv^d that the AQioci o^zn Heroic Foems » 
that of a Tragedy, (hould be. entire, and a perti^ 
Virbtje, . But tms ooei not- hinder out the f ist pt f^e 
pairticular Hiftory iuay afford this Wholi^ ^9 Pocfo, i 
tnd ^rifiotU ftuCQS Ibmet as hmne m Comparifbu of 

, ; ^ the 



the other ?txxs} who life attempted this fort (tf Foebr ; 
that when he )m6 a War hefore^m, which had a' Be- 
ginning and ian £ndjy he did not pretend to tir^^o^ it 
^tirdy/ For the An^ o(jkMhs^ which tluir'gi^ 
Poet has taken for the Sub}e& of Ui Po<in, is^a^ilifviitt 
refpect of the 7rijf4rif jVltirr j aod the HS^y^^f^ 
it is drawn , yet is it bitireaitid tfifiitS^diiti the Fahleaftd 
Foem which he has fomiM upon it. Nay, had hel taken 
in the whole Itojatt War, as the Aiuhof ofithe littlar 



AaioQ, which is eilehtia] to this Poem* ; 'u « >, 

The Poet may take the . entire Acdod of an HSftoij; 
(DtF ohe Part .only, as ic>,caA he brbugWt to i^ee: wish^tM 
foceiaid' Unity. bis he is always .cmigU to . nit . m tdt 
tire Action into his Poem, and not a ih^ .Thtis >Ho4 
MBR iu his OdyJJer, ioA VMI in his JEkeitby havetakea 
an eimre Action* The &ft ^opofes the Return io£ 
Wyfisy who, after'the Deftrti^xon of ?f^^ aiiires in his 
own Gouhtfycj ViROCL pFop^fe^ the Change of a >S:ate; 
which w4s rained in . Sm^ a^^^ re-efia)>Ii^'d in i^«?^'by 
Mntas. Each of ihcfe iiflUbii/ ift a^Fl^ii^ at well in^di^ 
Uiftoc)' (rom 'whence they^are tak^n,* as in' thr Fables iii 
whjj:h thtjjr'are tnade^idfe 'oft ^ Butit is not the &ziexn 
cegard of the Adion of the IHds^ for that is 6nly ono 
Pift of the Hifloey of the* jVar ^ jCi^j but it becomes a 
r^ular Whole in the Poem, bv the good Managemient 
ot :he Poet ; for that Anger ot Acbiltes has its Caufes^ 
iife&y arid End* Aod^tb thew that the W^ir fwy 
45^ not th^. Subject ef the; //iltXy the Poet ends his l^eoi 
with jHif^afj Funeral^ belbre* the tweke Dty<s of the 
Truce are expired, and the F^h^ng bes^ agaiii.;. ' 

Bat then he draws many dfficndent ^orts, which adorn 
his Poem, from that. War ; bac fa incorporates-thera ; 
that they are a part of the) Aption he haichofen forbid 
Subject..' ' ' ^. :ti. r. ..J. ' . - 

i^Qther Po^tS) ittBMiag^bo Antienis arwell as -Modems/ 
have difcover'd their Ignoraocciof ^tbeiri^Art,: and uhd. 
Want of this adniirable Judgment Co confpicuous in Ho» 




MSI 
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feUBinff dieinielvef to the Afilonsi of one Man oi^Iy^ Af 
ltmhwy^n^rhtJhM$IMdtiX^li0foids AchiiUid^ 
■rhp.liure fuQg all tlMi hd&om di MirntleSy &efBmsj nA 
'^lafhs ; but we hiYt abreadf Aen the Adjom of 
enc^Mati are asdifirentifromcacfa otber, and no' more 
one, than dlthe Afiiont in the World cookl be, if cram'i 
int».theiifne Piece. . Othen Kave gone wkh an equal 
ibbCurdity jeoi write «f all the Adions ah^ happeu'd i& a 
certain ({nee of Tine ; but itmeeds no Wbrcb ta proves 
tkat .thdrecaft be no llraxy m tbefe &vc of Poemt, and 
bif GonfeqiiOBcc^ that they mertt net tKe Nafse ol^^ Ikrtk 
f^wuy 'and ve-eflenually, as weU as the Jfirama, Imita* 

4: >f oqgive aliB«bttr Light to tiiis Matter^ by which 1vt 
aoay^duoefn i^ether the Adbioa ^refcrve its Uoic^ ot 
not ; MfAU telit tiiat .tbe Plan oi' rfkbk of aa 
Herok BKa|;canJfim^ hit pneroPitwo ftiblea for a- 
^ragedy^ «acimoft ; aad infianfitt iSbe /£«r aad O^ci of 
Uemwi : It aauA be ionfefitd, that there 'ia Aotbing hb 
the Plan 'drltho V&ai bttt: any ho vcif w«ll |mt into a 
ir9gdb/y if we do but (hortsen cthe iTime. AU the (Jre* 
ciaif Pirftioes, thof^ iodepeiident of one another, wfre 
iHiked «iail the ^j>var. ^ Jgom^mmtfy wbom ^ey 
bad .ekcted their Chie^^ iii&ka AckilkSy who waa the 
po(lValiaiit<o£ all the Confederates. That; Frince be^ 
kg o&odcd, reckes witb^his j^)rioisiV«vJ) andrefufts to 

lha Mt&ndeiiland»ii|gL gav^^^^ 
tft tho Enemies. . Achiiies£3il&i bit Friend tsfnilkf t€i 
zffid the. AiUes^on:a very (preiTmg Occafoa \ that l^ieal 
ia^ d by HfiM^f , and bia Deatb in^ires AcbiUit WiA x 
very eager Defire of Rmnffey andib incUnei him te be 
aecoaieii:d» t<0 i%i9»meo«;/he then goes to the Battle, 
and rc-eftabliihes the Grecian Affairs, gains a Vidory foi^ 
;bem, and revenges his : Friends IdisKfa^ killing ^of 
Ar#ar with bis CLWA Haad«^ 



This 



' ffeis/isr ndtMtig but wfcfit tMycnteir into a fh^ed^. 
And by'ilivi^ng t!K- Mattar^ we my eafily 
Subjeffts fefir. a Tabje* For nOiy bring tin the S«ge 
onlytbe fii* Part of the Fabte, that Amhhian and 
lHfc0td mine not onlf the f$opfe^nt alfi the Wincesihem^ 
jyhfstvbp art Hnnd^d* And thus I (heuM ouly handle 
8he (parrel betwixt Agamemnon and Achiiksy and ^e 
difixid Eftds ^f«, in ruining the GrwMW Affair^, and 
<Stufing die Death « f atrofhis^ Wc may likewife makcf 
another Tragedy bn Ae fecond Part of thi^ Fabhy which^ 
(ftewa^ that vHien a MKlmderflandingwaj remor'd, a good 
£itel!^nce had Tc-eftabjifh'd tvhar i^t Difcord had 
min'd, ... 

1 might thus go throng the (X^^, and fhew the 
6me thing; but this is fiScient for your undcrftandtng 
4»y 'Meanuig. But I wodA have you obferve thin by 
the way> that when 4rip0th firysi the IJias and Odjfjftt 
MrilA aftbrd but One or cmy Stibjd^i for Tragedy, he 
Ac^ks-of ttiePJyoroif thefihtoteFaMes ctf 'i^^ Poems, 
(trtpt of titeir additional aha oniamentall^^rts;' for by 
thote, thcfe irrtry l»be!fas trill afFi^rd many . 

The Nature ^fTtijtgtify and ih^ n^athe ot tkroic 
hfem being fo near femc^ irfolloin^, that there arc 
fbur Tortf t^'the fetter, as welf as of ihtribrmer. Thus • 
i^ may 1* ^i^t Jhnfit "or csi^^ or intficate^'ht 

,gittVh fiM no^ The: 
iftfirf^ !Pi!rt» has'fittther ill- thd Parts ofTiigeJjr, t^xcdpt 
thc'Mufit>nd'I)beo¥«ionr, l^^hKh^n o«# ifeys tht ' ?tfct 
hat fittlci» do-wiehyfoir it ^as ^tf/drky ManntrSySen- 
thntntSy and J^Bhn y its d^^it^i tittttney m Vifee^ 
vetksy its Pajpont, that is to fty, Vounds, violent 
Deaths^ f ahtSy Grft/f, andthe Bke, vWch areinchided 
imffer Ae Word p/r/)?w. 

If therefore "we mould examine' fWf t^o Poems of 
wi* Care andBtaOtyefi^ we muft, with; Mft&tle^ 
aflovf , that' the [Has is S?»»f and f^JfonatCy 'or (td ufe 
a: TpFm of Art, now pretty tvelP known) Futbetici and 

the 
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tbe QUrr S4fii Comfound ^fA MorM, The lUas^ vAstxt 
^n^er and Fury prie\»il, is Single and Prathetic, It it 
plainly PaJftonaU or Pat^etk, becaufe we. find every 
wherein it Wounds^and Death; *tis5/M^le,becaufe there 
is uo Cfionge of Fortune contrary to our Expedations, 
^or any Difcovery, ' Two Lea4ers of the fame fide quar- 
rel> who, after they had fu|Eer*d much by their Divffion, 
* are reconcird again i one of thefe revenges the Death of his 
Friend, by killing with hi5;,ow^Haiv£, the JPeiibn who, 
flew hini. *Tis evident that there is nothing in thif,- but 
what n plain and ^mfle. I know it has b^n urg'd that 
thet^e .are Chat^tf of BorUfne in the J/Mij becaufe the 
Face of A^iirs often altered ; the Gr^^ib- (bmetimes, and 
(bme times the X^i^^' bearing off the Yidory. But 
that which falls out according to the ordinary Courfe of 
the ^orld, is never called a fceticai CbattgejifForUinfi 
fyr eife this would, be in all Accidents. . 
. JhQ O.DXs sis h Comfot^^ bec^u{eic is 

a pqre Csiiifi j^ fi^w ?QQm, than that ef the /^iU ; 
being ; made Ipr a Model or. Example of Wifdom, Mo- 
deration and Con^n^,, .F^u* it has maiiy Poetical; 
Cbangts of Fortuity' a!nd pi/caiaries, and its IJero is an 
Bxompie; of Virtue. I aip not ignorant but that it may 
here .be obj^^^fid, th^^ the Op r sscs is likewi(^ Pf#^'. 
n^e pt i^^eijfy Gnce the Cpn^nions jpit* U 
zvfi, .loftjj'Jifi^ jhimf^Iif. .^u^^^ 

af , ^ft d^^ ysr^is fit^e^f^ ^ ^ Jn apf^^ r. tp this ; give jpe,. 
leave to pwt.yovjinjjim tj^tf in tj^fij, |as jii^i Thicgs 
elf^ ithfl . piii^^aimup^ k ^^Ice^^ ftp^n^ wljit i is, the piin- 
cipaH an^^ .moft eQje^tkl Na^ur^ of lea/ch^ 
Simpiifhjl kni^.tafjion ajije the . CMnStcrs of jchc 
I X I A s, becaufe .rfey^' ^^fgn it from one End to the 
ofhcf. - 'Tis Jfk^wrife contefti that this, Poem h^s a Mo-! 
ral, as well as the other; but/ic is not'ca^'^ A^<»rii/, 
becaufe- the lyipralitj. is.Jcfi .freqpent knd more hiddeii. 

. T he Poptical CW^e^ of TorU*nfi ^ha Difioveries and 
Jidfiralityj jire tHe eflentiiil Chaj;a$e;s; ol the .Oo YssB.s^ 
and for this Reason 'tis call'd Compound ti\d Moii;ai\zwi 
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tho^tbere be Slaughter, violent Dt^th^t atid^Wcfands^'iz 
if fiot dalUd Pathetic^ Biecaufe ti)0(»'TI)ing9'take up bMt 
a very fmali Part of the Poem^ arefdUdd (athbr^hi 

• die adveutitiocs Parts, than in the principal A^on. 

This I think fufficienrto^iiiy bf' tilis Poen ; A>t by 
.this, and a Recoiled ion c£ wliat wasfaid tihe lad Time 
met on ^ragBdy^ a Man may form a right Judg- 
ment of the Heraic i^oem. «ny of you have a Mind' 
to hear it more an^y di^cufs'd, B^is'in the Eng^ 
Tongue, and the. only Critit iwortB peruiing on this 
Sabjed. I had (bm^ Thoughts of comparing the Htfoic 
aad ^agU Fbems, ' and : oi iliewing wbidv is the moid 
valuable. Bat MfiftU ha^ giyen^it to ^tagedy^ ^nd I 
am of Opinion,, that QtfUfdVoJfius is fkr from anfwer- 
ii^ the Reafons of the Ti>ihfofbery who had much -a 
moreiiae and; jok TaAe o€ Poetry, than the Dutch At- 
•thot has ^iicover'd. ' ictniiA be allow'd however^ thlt 
:Vofp$n was a Mttxo^ Merit, and a kbo^icmr Searcher 
into ithe Writers J t>f Antiquity, bach as to JP^^^and 
: Rbe^it^ Andv that r to : his Labour^,. Xonae more happy 
: Wi^tesY hiv«^ Qwti fome vahiable Diiboverier; ' 

I had-likewilb ibme Thoughts of diftourfing oh the Ex- 
cellencies, and DefiaSi of Sciiej that is, of the Language, 
-or Poetic Didion m all its. Extent. , But ilnce to come 
i to all ixke;, Famtuiaiv^f'tiiat^ weidiould not only t«ke 
tip too much Time, but'al(b>iic|rad# ocfaisroAtts coi^dVi 
; ift .tt^ . a^ \QBaifiiMat rzMi -^hittm ; H Ofaill teontentf my 
fdf i»ri 'Ji^ith foioe .imieral 'Reb»U'ks9nndaoh''iia 
^diffident targuye inr|p^riWor G«nim^^^ ; 
,tnd foi^ odrcxs, I lutow-of noth&g'bhey have to do with 
Poetry at ill. . \ / ° » < 

. The £^pe(&on therefore, ^r Language ought to 
liave> five Qualicies,» to ol^atn all thei PerfeUion, iifhich 
•Poeti^ demandsl It muiO: be^4/i^ ^ar^ naiufmU fikm' 
Md rndi numerSui^.^ It mu6in^e firil:plact be4p#, and 
. have nothing itnpure or barbarom. Forfhoufd we (peak 

• what is gfVMHy »$bi9 and admhakk^ all i&^d Jj^able and^ 
odious if the Parity be waating^ The greateft Thoughts' 



that tre^ left tb«'iti^B(t£li«re.c£ thfik Gr^K^y if tfae 

oufi be dbu*, that itt sia^ be iotdligible, for one of the 
greateft Faukt ia tbe Didkia is Gblcimif^ In cfaisC^ 
eife0ir» wlkHn. tfae Iwlm§9tn0 am tbeir ViRiftiL, is 
citable ia the Ufide^ee; fiir his Vcrfts areiboMbirf, 
that they mwf pafs ibr Myfteriei or JUdcBei ; and the 
Thoughts of J>awU ate lb [uwfeundy that tbey are not 
to be penetraitedy wii^out a great deal of Arc We 
aaay add Sir WHUsmDmvenMnty (if he he wcuthy our 
^Ifotict) who, by the Frec^oeocy lasT^emtb^M^ ht* 
monies vefy much peiplex'd tad ohfcttre. fbecfy dcmattdt 
.aa Air iu«chaiQse dear, and left ia^mpr^enfiUe. 

The chir<l QiKiitcy is;, tbtt it he jMter^f, wkhoit 
Aflbdatioii, aocordtog to the Jlules of Decoram, and 
good Studied Phrafes, and a tooJItridJUIty fm 

tfvr^i and .Terms fitftinM and remote, and all extn- 
ordinary £x{arefiQns arCy tw&pportahk in tme Poetry; 
.S kn f M ijf onh fileifes, provided it be fiiftain'd ^srith 
Qnatmfs and IMj^n Bnt this Simpkei^ is net 
known taany, but &iuls truly elevated and great; 
UtUi WHi knovr nothing of it; 'tis indeed a Mafier- 
. piece in Poefy, ^ J&W9er, and VkgS; and 2)ryd!r« o(- 
,ten, and Mdt§My diftin^ufb thenfelves by ic The 
JfaM^ hunt afor aod /M lTttiyf' (a^xhay ca^ 
ihcm>'bef3ailbehey an igoonuit. < . . 

Fottsihly, the X0 i%mi^ ^jskuih9iL^^ Sj^l^ML; 
fer the. coiamon and iordinary Jemsiof the B4oi, the 
fUsniMv ate j>yi:no /Maaiis|ii«M:£ara:Batt he rnuft 
■lake mA of Words that nartatojBOthineoif tht ^tfih 
and the Vulgar: They muA be Noble and Magnificent; 
the Ei^remou £jx>n^, and the Gcdours lively, the 
Driangbt Cold ; his Dilcourfe fiioold he fodi^as nay rife 
up to, aodei^ual theGreacoeft of the Ideas of :a Work- 
flaan, who is theCremr of his owA Wock. I mean, 
iHK by ^fiich gouty' Twoln Words, whi^h are full of 
Sound and Koi(e, bitt .fixh as jk^ at the .Amc time ex- 
p^eiUve^ hanaoniouSi and fiiU of Energy; 

The 
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The fifth Quality is, tha( they be Namerw^ to 
hpld that Greatnefi aiid MaieAy, which reigns every 
where in Poetry ; and to exprefs all the Force mi Dig- 
nity of the great Things it fpeaks. They rouft not Ce 
hatidi, uncouth, and unht Ibr the Fluency of Verf^, but 
filch as may derive to that a mofi agreeable HarQiony» 
Words that go^ roundly from the Tongue, and .at 
tho fame time fill the Ear, arc thofe which will render 
all Things admirable, as Poely requires. But it is nOt 
tnotigh that the ExpreiHoos be Lofcy and Great , they 
liiud alfo carry in them a cnrdcular Heat and Vehemence*. 
And above alf, there num (hine through the whole DiA 
cow^fe or Didion', a certain Grace and Delicacy, which 
forms the principal Ornament^ and moil obvious and. 
Univerdl Beauty. 

; But this ^blime Stile, i^ the ROckon whicKthe Mean 
Wits aiwsrys fpUt, they fly out into too vail and boiilrou^ 
Tetim from what is natural^ where they aim at being 
diblime and loifty^ For tkis high and pompous Kind of 
iS^ch becomes vain and cold, if not fupported with 
g^^at Thottghtf} atid the. great Words which are affec^ 
ed to heighten the Didion, moft commonly only mak« 
r Nolle. The Emperor Nw,-who feucy'd himfetf a ^ 
tfity ran into this Charafter tofach an £xtravagatKe> 
that he became the Subjed of Railerv to the Satirifts of-' 
that Age. Statii7I^ who had a better Genius, was 
fond ot this Way in his Poems, affeding great Words 
and (welling Expre^ons- But as he fwelk int6 F#»/i4i»9 
he fills the Ears without touching the Heart. The moll: 
eflfendal Virtue Of Speech, next to Clearnefs and Perfpi- 
ctiity, is, that it be chaAe and mode(l ; that is, there 
muft be a Proportion between the Words and the 
Things ; and nothing is more ridiculous than to treat a 
frivolous Subjed in a fublime Stile : For whatever waiitf 
Proportldn^ is either altogether falfe, or at leaft trifihg 
und cbildifi, 

I (hall add but one Thing more to this Head, and 
that is from AfifictUy and what it would be well if 
N fome 
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fome of our Tragedy-Writers would very well conHder, 
and that is, the XJntformity of Stile, than which nothing 
can be more curious. To have a fort of Scribblers (1 
will not a\\ them Poets, how fuccelsfiil foever they may 
be) who are fo very ibnd of what they call fine Lan- 
guage, that they croud their pompous £xpre(&ons equal- 
ly into all Parts of their Poem. Boileau has juAly cen< 
fiir'd this, and the truly great Poets of any Country were 
never guilty of it. 

We ought, ^zy% Arlfiothy to refervc all the Orna- 
ments of the Didion for the weaker Parts of the Poem ; 
for thofe which have either good Sentiments, or Man* 
nets, have no occafion for them ; and I may add, that 
when they are obtruded on the PaiTions, they deftroy 
them. I remember Mrs. Barry has told me, that (he 
never pronounced thofe three Words in the O R p h a k, 
Ah ! foot Cafialio, without Tears. The Words arc 
plain, iimple, and natural, and therefore touch and move 
in that manner ; whereas, had fome of our more Modern 
Tragic Writers been to draw that Place, we had had 
half a dozen pompous Verfes, if not a Smilcy to have 
iinocher'd the Paflion. 

Brilliant and Noble Expreflions ((ays Avlfittle) are de- 
trimental to the Sentiments and Manners, and only hide 
and obCcure their Beauty. In the Infancy of Poetry 
((ays the Excellent Bacier on this place) they did not 
perceive this Truth, that the Ornaments of the DiBion 
offended the Sentiments, and obCcured the Manners. 
For the firft Poets were dazled with the Beauties of their 
Art, and prodigal of them without any Re(erve ; they 
were always fiorid, and never (aid any thing in a flam 
manner ; and for this reafon, there are fcarce any Man- 
ners in their Fieces ; Mnd the ^thoughts are fo loaden mtb 
the Ornaments of Didion, that they hide them fo much^ 
that they ate not without very great Difficulty difiin- 
guijh'd. The Poets who came after them, perceiving 



to a more fimple and natural way of (peaking. I muft 



this Fault, quitted that elaborate Lanj 




and .kept 
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needs fay, that we have had but few taking 'X'ragedief^ 
where the Perfons {peak limply and ordinarily according 
to the Nature of the Scene, or the Paffion repre(ented. 
Our Poets endeavour to u(e all the Flowers of Rhetoric, 
and Co become rather Declamers, than Poets or ASors, 
From hence it proceeds, that we. find fo much falfe 
Luftre, and the Manners (eldom well mark'd ; for there 
is nothing more contrary to Manners,and the Sentiments^ 
than a fwelling and lofty Stile. 

There is, indeed, a particular Rhetoric for Toetryy for 
which we (liould confult the Antients, fince very few of 
the Modern Poets at all uaderfland it ^ this Art conHAs 
in difcerning very preciftly what ought to be figuratively 
/ exprefs'd, and what Jimpfy ; and in knowing well wiiea 
Ornaments are required, and where they are not of ufe^ 
and add no Beauty. Tasso did not well underftand this 
Secret f he is too gay, and too polite in places where the 
Gravity of the Subjed demanded a more fimple and fe- 

rious Stile. As for Example Where I'ancrede 

proaches the Tomb of Clorinday he makes the unfortu- 
nate Lover, who came from flaying his Miftrefs in a 
mortal Duel, utter Pw>/j,' inftead of expVeflinghis Sor- 
row naturally : And this Fault he is guilty of in fever 
other places. Thus Guarini, in his Taflor Jidoy and 
Bonarelli, in his ThilUsy commit often the ftme Blun- 
der, always employing their Invention how. to fpeak 
wittily, rather than naturally. This is the moft ordi- 
nary Rock on which the mean Wits (plit, who fuffer 
their Fancies to purfue the pleafing Images which they 
find in their Way ; they rufh into Defcriptions of Groves, 
Rivers, Fountains, and Temples, which Horace juftly, in 
his. Art ^ Foetryy condemns as childifh. It is. indeed on- 
ly the Talent of Great Men, to know when to {peak, 
and when to be filent ; to be florid, and to be plain ; to 
be lofty, and to be low ; to ufe Figures, and to (peak 
fimply ; to mingle Fidion and Ornament, as the Subjed 
requires. Finally, to manage all well in his Subjed, 
Without pretending to give Delight where h^ (hould on- 
N a iy 
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ly inftruft, and without rifingin great Tfioughts^ where 
natural and conunon Sentiments are neceffary. A finapl* I 
Thought in its proper place, is of greater Value than all 
tliff moft exquifite Words ^nd Wit out of feafon. Fan<Jy, 
which is all the Wit of" tommon Writers, apprehends 
not this ; for this Difcernment, and this partiailar Rhe- 
toric, which is proper to Poetry, is a pure Effeft of Judg* 
nient. 

This is what I had to offer on this Head. I hope 
I have made my (elf underftood by the Company, and 
given fufEcient DircAions to Hearers Co fenfible. I can- 
not conclude without fome Refledions 6n the Verfifica- 
tion i for tho* there be nothing (b coitiroon now a* 
finooth flowing Verfe ; yet even that Smoothnefs is not 
without its Enemies, as lireeding, by the perpetual Same'^ 
nefs of the Sounds and Quantities, a fpeedy Satiety, 
which Men truly skill d in Numbers, will not be guilty 
oK Let us firft hear what his Grace of Buckingham fays 
On this Head, whom we have heard (peak Co admirably 
on all the more important Parts of Poefy, in his incom- 
parable EJfay Co often quoted* It is towards the Begin* 
ning. 

Ntimber and Rime^ and that harmonious Sounds 
fffhich never does the Ear wthHar^nefs woundy . 
Are necejfary^ yet but vulgar Arts. 

The Essay, before it proceeds to the particulaf 
Rules of the feveral Branches of the Art ot Poetry, 
tranfiently touches on tho(c Things which arc common 
to air, as Number y and Rime^ &c. which with the ut- 
moft Juftice he calls Vulgar ArtSy becaufe, tho" in fome 
meafure neceflary, yet confining in Sound more than 
Senfe, are far from the Excel ence of the eifential Parts* 
Befides, thefe may be obtained, and we find are prac- 
tis*d in oiu* Days oy Men of little Genius in the more 
imporunt Parts of this glorious Art. 

Th'c 
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The Defign of Poetry being Frofit with fhafure^ k 
omits nothing that may contribute to that £nd, and 
therefore makes u(e of Numbers and Harmony , becaule 
they are naturally delightful. 

Give me Leave (faid Manilia) to ask what you have 
to do with Numbers in the Eifglijh Tongue ? fince fbmp 
who have undertaken to write on this Art, afTure us, 
that there is no (iich thing in our Language. 

Pray, good Madam (affum'd Laud on) what wife 
Teachers of this Art have you met with, who cou'd ad- 
vance a Portion as falfe as fooliOi ? 

Ah ! dear Mi*. Lau&on (reply 'd Manilia) have a 
care of what you lay, becaufe the Art of English Voetry^ 
which has fold a great many Impreflions, (hews you how- 
to make harmonious Verfes^w^thout Numbers^ or Qu^n^ 
titles^ which he pofitivcly denies to be iti the Englijb 
tongue ; and yet he affirms, that his Rules are drawn 
from the FraBice and Example of the Poets, that are 
jaaolk celebrated for a fiuent and numerous Turn o£ 
V^rfe-. 

. L A VD ON couU not forbear laughing at the obviouf 
plunder oE Numerous Verfe^ without Numbers. Bat 
((aid he) this AfTertion of his is fo plainly abford and 
£il(e, that there is (carce a Man who ever wrote a 
Couplet, but mufi be fenfible of it. He, indeed, endea- 
vours (tisr I have caft my Eye over this notable Soriftion) 
to refolvc it all into Accent, (of which there is now ve- 
ry little uCe in any Language but Greeks not even in the 
liMtin itfelf ) but on what Ground, I cannot di(cover, 
unk& it be on his own Miiapprehen/ion of a Verfe in 
my Lord Roscommon's EJfay on irafi/lated Verfe ; or 
rather from the Me(Oeur$ ot Ft^t-Reyalyia their Rules o£ 
French Poetry, from whence he has borrow 'd. all he ad- 
vances, and applies it very ignorantly and fal(ely to that 
pf the Englijh. But the very Infknces he gives at die 
Attempts made at Hexameters^ or Verfes of (ix Peet^^ 
composed of long and (hort Syllables, after the manner 
of the Greeks mi LatinSj and other Mod^s of th^ 
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Verfificatioii of tho(e Tongues, deftroys his Pofition : j 
and Jet any one but look into Sir Philip S i d n e y's 
Arcadia^ and he will find, that tho' the panrcular Man- 
ner of Greeks j and the Romans did not prevail into 
U(e, yet that it was not for want of Variety of Nuyn- 
hers in our native Tongue. 

Does it follow (aflkm'd I) that becaufe common UTagc 
has neglefted thofc early Attempts for their Difficulty in 
the Practice, and obftrve not the very fame Pofitions of 
the Jhort and the long Syllables in the Feet, which the 
Greeks and the Romans obferv*d in theirs, that, there- 
lore we have no Quantities, ^nd that an Englip Verje 
may be made without any regard to the Length or the 
Shortnefs of the Syllables \ This would banifh Profe en- 
tirely, and make every ten Syllables an Heroic Verfe, 



He fliould (affum'd Laud on) have let us know 
what he means by the Word Accents^ when he makes 
it a Term of Art, and lays fucb a ftrcfi upon it. The 
Crucians had three Accents y the Aftitey the Grave^ and the 
Vircumfex', the Acute and the Circtfmfiex rai$*d the Voice i 
tho* in a different Manner and Degree, and tht Grave 
lowered it. BeGdes the true and the antient Ufe of Ac- 
cents is now (b little known, that nothing of certainty 
can be ^id of them ; but if our Knowledge of them 
were equal to that of the Romans^ when both Greek 
•nd Latin tirere living Languages, we could be no more 
able now, than Q^uinti^liam was in his Time, to 
give Rules for them to the Eye ; fince they chiefly de- 
pended on the Ear. It is true, we retain the Names 
and Signatures of them in Latin^ but we have not in 
Englip Co much as that u(e of them. \ 

If the Art of Fronnnciation was brought to Perfec- 
tion, perhaps there might be a Means found out to teach 
the houdnefSy and Siftnefs of the Voice (fo neceffary 
to the harmonious and pathetic Way of Utterance) as 
well a« the high and the /<w, which is exprefs'd in the 
Notes of prkkt Mufic, as well as the and the Jfcwt, 



than which nothini 




be more fslCt and abfurd. 
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a$ in the Marks of the feveral Quantities in our common 
Trofodias, This Author andecd feenis to run into an 
Error common to fome ethers, who confowid the Va- 
riating of the Voice ; of high, lowy hng^ porty loud a^^d 
foft \ tho* they are all of a different Nature and Effed ; 
as may be feen i|i the following Example of a very learn- 
ed and very ingenious AAithor. 

" They are as different ((ays he) as the Beats of a 
" Brum are from the Sounds of a Trumpet ; and the 
" reading in ane^ equal and unvaried Tone is from (ing- 
*^ ing. All the poffible Diverficy of Toetic Feety and 
the Changes of hud and foft are to a Wonder ex- 
" preft'd by the Drum ; but while there is a Monotony 
or Samenefs of *Tone in the Sound, there can be no 
place for Accent. This plain Inftrument does indeed 
flioW us what a Power there is in Mufical Num^ 
bers, and in the various Movements of Foetic Feet ; 
*^ how the Ear is allefted with the fudden intermixture 
of hud and foft Notes. But let the "Trunrfet. reU 
how far fhort ailthele are of well tun'd, and rightly 



•* plied to well chofen Words lead alhhe Paflions captive, 
*^ and furprize the Soul itfelf, in its innermoft Rcccffes. 

But tho* this tranfportine Harmony of (peaking be 
Joft, yet wc may fee from hence, that it is plain, that 
Accents belong'd to the reading or fpeaking Part, but 
Numbers to the Compofition that the Rule_s of Accents 
are ob(cure and uncertain ; but thofe of Numbers 
known and agreed on. Hence it is likewi(e plain, that 
your Author of the Art of EngUfi Foetry knows nothing 
himfelf of what he yet pretends to teach others. 

As to the Feet (fays the forequbted Authbr) that moft 
prevail in Englijh Poetry, it is obfervable, that tho' 
our Words in common faking do generally run iii 
the Meafure of the Trochee^ DaByly firS P<e<?i», of Tra- 
cbe<firtric, all ^hich move from hng to quicker Time ; 
yet in Verle, we mofl q£ all afFed the contray Motion 
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of the Iambic : and tho' in moft of our Cpm[>o(inoni> 
other Feet are commonly intcrmixt, yet the brisker Ca- 
dence of ,the Iambic Co over-rules mem all, that they 
fcarce become perceptible. 

You now do like a Critic (interrupted Ma nil i a) 
confound us with Words, which we do not under- 
fiand ; for you might as well talk to me in the Jargoa 
of the Gypfies, as in this of the Schools. 

Pardon roe Madam, (reply*d L aud on) you may aH* 
fiire yourfelfj that I defign'd to explain the Meaning ts£ 
thofe Words to you, left I fhould mifs of that Glory I 
propofe to myfeif, of rendring my Convidion of yota* 
Ladyfhip complete, and of giving you diat Tafie o( all 
Parts of true Criticifmy that you might not be only tii« 
£tireft of your Sex, but alio the moA knowing in an Ait 
fb much preteiided to, and yet fo little unoerflood ia 
ear Age. 

Ahl Laudon (afium'd Manxlia) you are the 
moft complaifant of all Mei^ living ; but I have this Sa»- 
tis^dion, that how much (bever I do fall (hort of the 
r^ft of my Sex in Beauty, I (hall not be behind many 
of them in Knowledge, if I retain and improve your 
Inftrudions* But Compliments ap^rt. I pray proceed in 
your Diicourfe, which will be more edifying I am fitre^ 
and if you will believe a Woman declark^ againfl Flat* 
tery, more agreeable likewiiie to your humble Servant. 

The Antients therefore (continud Laud on) you 
mufi kuow> Madam, out of the (ingle Di&rence of a 
hmg and a (hort Syllable, produced iuch a Variety of 
Numberiy that gave their Verdfication the moft agree- 
able, I may (ay the moft delightful Sound in the World*. 
To this End they made their poetic Feet confift not of 
two Syllables only, (as ours are thought to do) but 
(bmetimes of two, fometimes of three, and in Com* 
founds of four, which were thus diverfify'd ; a Jb^ 
and a long ; a Icngi and a fiwri ; im fiorty and t^w^ 
long ; one long jLnd. two Jborf ; two Jb^r/ and mf long i 
three Jhorh Ipng ; Qnejf^prt }^\wiii6j^jw0 (ong'^ 
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cne long in the midft of tvfo Jbort ; one Jh<frt and twa 
long; two long and one Jhort ; four Jhort ; four long ; tivo 
fifOft and two long intermixt, the firft being fhorty and. 
she lait long. This again inverted the firfl and lail, but 
one being long^ the other two fi>ort 'y the firft aad"laft 
lohgy and the intermediate two jhort. But, Madam, it 
would be tedious to you to hear a bare Repetition of 
^efe Variations, which amount to no lefs than twen- 
ty eight in the Greek and Latin ; I fhall therefore con- 
fine them to your Eye under Mufical Notes, which you. 
uaderfbuMi, adding their antient Namies to each Foot« 
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All thefe Variations of a Ibng^ and a ihort Syllable 
the Application and Ihduflry of the aatient Poets 
find out, to give an agreeable Variety to Aeir Numbers; 
But it being evident, that the Langu^^e, as 

as the Greek and Latin, contifis oblong and fiiort Sylla<^ 
bl^ ; it is. as. evideDt>.th^t oui-Poets may^.if they wou^d 
be as curious in this particular, make near Approaches ta« 
$his, wopdcJT&l Yaricty of the Verfifeation, to that 
Antiquity,^ 

But, Madam, to (atisfy yoii in the Meaning of (bme of 
thbfe hard Word^ I have made u(e of, as being^the com^. 
iBOn Appellations of thofe Feet in the Original Totfgues, 
firom whence we derive the. noble Art itfelf, I miift in- 
form you that 'ifrochee confiding of a long and a fliort 
SyUabie, i$ dcdv'd from a Greefe: Word^.whiek figfiifiss 
ft? rutij, from the VoJubility^qf the Pofition of jthe long, 
and (liort Syllable. ; the Tongue moving quicker from. 
hf^ to party than ftom fih'i to hpg. A.^^^/, being; 
composed of one long and two port Syllables, is deriv'd' 
from a Greek Word wliich fignifies ia Finger y which has 
one long and two (hort Joints. Tdon confifling of one 
long and three fliort Syllables, is: derived from, a Word; 
which fignifies to JtrlJtey as it were a ftriking Foot, as, 
ftriking the^ Ear. with.one longhand three ihort Sounds. 
t^mhicy. yhkh ccmfiAs of on$ port and one hng^ Sylla- 
. ble, is,deriv*d. from a Word, wWch in the Grewfe figni-- 
Ss^tobtrif. it being, invented by AnhiloAHSy and fitted: 
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by him to his biting Satires. But enough of there Dc^ 
rivations of little ule to us or to you. 

Wo might here add (aflumM I) at leaft twenty five 
various Mixtures of thefe twenty eight different kinds 
of Feet, each bf which gives a different Denomination 
to the Verfe; either from the number of the Feet, as 
Hexameters 2Lnd pentameters ^ that Verfes confining 
of /ix or of five Feet ; or from the Name of the Poet 
that invented them, as AfiJepiads from /fclepiadeJ ; Qfy- 
conic from Glycon ; Ahmanic from Affmannus ; Alcaic < 
from AUdus; and fo of the reft, confiding of five, four, 
three, or two of the before, enumer^ited Feet ; which v 
gives that ftrange Variety of Niimbers to their Verfes, 
that: yields fo great a Satisfadion to a vice Ear^ and- a 

. Harmony without any Sitiety from the too frequent re- 
turn of the fame Numbers and Cadence. . 

But I fear we have already tir^d.your Patience, Ma- 
damj. jn letdihg you into a Country wholly iinknowa 

. to you ; acid where to find the Way, and take any Plet- 
fure, you muft lend (b neceflary an Attention to what 
may perhaps feem, very trifling to a fair Lady, who has 
more gay Thoughts to entertain her, efpecially when 
we remember that his Grace calls this when obtained, 
but a vulgar Art ; yet the neceffary which he adds, inj-, 
plies that this alfb ought to be ftudied, and perfefily 

, underilood, to arrive at that Perfedion in.Numbers of 
which our yerfification is capable : la which, if ^ve 
cannot come up to the Excellence that the Antients had 
by the Advanta|ge of their Language, becaufe the Na- 
ture of ours has fo intermixt the jhort and the hnp: in 
Words of more than one Syllable, that we fcldom find 
two Joffgj and not frequently two port together. .But 
yet I believe that this may in fome Meafure be fupplied 
by. the number of our Monofyllables^ which in Verfe 
generally fpcaking are doubtful, and by Pofition or Em- 
phafis become long or fliort; tho* fome ire always fliort, 
aiwl otfacw always long. 
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Mr»DRYD5N has made the greatefi Prqgnefi iit 
this (aflum'd La 17 don) of any Poet we have yet feep>, 
junJcls Adilton may be allow'd to be his Rival iothat 

gniculftr) both in his Heme and Lyrh Coropofitions. 
lit firft of his Heroicsk It is a general Rule, that an Hcr 
Eoic Verfc in Mn^ij^i fliould confift of fiye lamhics^ thjit 
is. Madam, of hve Hiort and five long Syllables inters 
mixUand divided into Feet, of a /hort and a long Syl- 
bble each Foot ; yet Mr. DRr B>JEN has freqoently de* 
viated. with wonderful Beauty from, this Rule, mi by 
ihat gainU » very confidcrablc Advantage to hi? V^- 
fication*. 

Of the firft. (brt, isthis-^ - 



Biy fajfton cafi a Mifi before bis Senfi^ 

But this he varies, by beginning the Verfe fometimesv 
with what they call a trochee or Icm^ and (hort Syll^le-^ 



Raging with high Difdain r^ais ib^ BMp. 

Or with a Spondee or tm long Sjdlables, fellow *d 
a Fyrrifb or Foot of tw& ihcM-t Syllables, and the 
Jb*rnbics ; as. 



Jitfge Cantlets of his BnckUr firsw the Qroumtk 

Sometimes with an Jamkk in the firft Place^ and ^ 
tynkt in the fecondy and in the fourth ; a^. 



jM. Cba-^ir^tj it, Jelf «k/ijl in bu Bicek. 
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Next «s t<^ his J^f j^i^ I Aall (kcfw a muoh gn»ter V 9-^ 
riecy of Niunben , or Change, or Intenukture^Qpan- 
tities, as in his Alexander s Feaft« 



ffTarhe fimg mas^oil and *tfouhfe^ 



Bmonr bnf an mp-ty Bubbh, &c. 



Bacchus fv-^ fair and young. 



Drinking Jty^ did firfi ar-^ain.^ 



Bacchus BfcJ/ffigl aw a ^rea-furey 



Vrinhng ii SoUdim tUafurt^ 




Afutttclhafun af-teiL Iain*, 



i 
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^htfe are the Grecian Gi5»//, thdttv BaU-tle uerejlaihy 



BmiaXlJ B lilMlB 



Bfibo/i j&w thijf tofs their 1'orcbes 'on hl^hy 




JETow they point to the Per--fian A — bodes ^ 
And the glit^ter-ing Temples of ththf Haph Gods^ 

The frinces ^-^-flaud with a fu — rious foy^ 
Jbd this /l^ilt^feiz'd A^laniheatLmth-ZiaU^^ de-firay* 




Thiis led the Way, 



To light lim to:J:u.Freyi 

tnXLxrmnxoxLaL 

And like 4i-if^ ^i&rr.Hc— lea frd a-nO'-ther Troy. 

I miglit do the fame witK the Chorus's of Milton s 
Sampfon Agenijfesr, but this is. fulBcient to (how that 
there are Numbers, and that in a great Variety in the 
Englijh Language- - A more nice Difqui&ion of this is 
not the Bufinefs of our prcfent Enquiry, which is the 
A«t©fiftip*t/, notof .Vcrfifying. \ 
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Here, my Friend Crites^ the Company broke up, and T 
now (end you this fifth Pialogue, which compleats my Po- 
etical Syftcm, and which no Body but yourfelf can im- 
prove.; and- that you^ may do'(b, .is th« Reafoji of my 
troubling you with thefe Papers. 

I (hall (oon call on yeu for yourCorredions; for I am 
at laft per(uaded to publifli tlie(e Di(courfes, in hopes, if 
po(fiblc, to cure our abandon d Tafle of P^e/ry ; and re- 
mo^e that Ignorance o£the Art^ which is the.Caufe.o£ 
tha^bad Tafte., ^ 



J I N J 
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Finding the Inimitable §oakefpear re- 
jeded by fomeModern CoUedors 
for his/Ofcfoiete Language, and 
having lately run over this great Poet, 
I could not but prefent the Reader wit;h 
a Specimen of his Defcriptions, and Mo- 
ral Refle£tion$5 to flxew the tijuftice of 
fuch an Obloquy. I misht have been 
more lar|;e, fpr be abounds in Beauties fj, 
but thete are fulScient to evince the 
Falikood of their Imputation*. 



Shakefpeariana: 

OR 

SeledMoralRefledions, 

Topicks, Similies, and De- 
fcriptions irom 5n akespjelar* 

Confinment for Lame. 

MY Fatbfir's lofs, tU WetkncG wliich I fcrf, 
,Tfe9 Wmk of atl my Frknd^, ^nd this 
<MAn^^ Threats, 
Tq, whpin I am ful^cluM^are hutlig^t tomov 
MigHt I but through my PriG>n once a t)ay 
Behold this Maid .- All Colracrs ^Ifc a* A" Earth 
Let Liberty make ufe of ; Space enough 
Have I, in fuch a Prifou. flwi. in the^en/pejf^ 

Defcription of Svnmmng in a Sturm. 

I faw hiin bejtt the Surges tioder hiin. 
And ride upon their Backs ; he trod the Water, 
Whofe ISfmky fac ftmg afidc ; stnd j>reai(led 
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7 he Surge moft fwollen that met him: His bold-Head 
•Bove the contentious Waves he kept, aiid oarod> 
Himfelf with his good Arms in luftry Strokes 
To th* Shore; that o'er his wave-bora Balis bow'd 
As {looping to relieve him. Sebafiian. Ihii^ 

Humane Nature. 

" Thefe arc Adors; 
As I foretold you, were all Spirits, and 
Areliielted into Air, into thin Air^ 
And like the bafekfs Fabrick of their Vifion, 
The cloud-capt Towers, * the gorgeous Palaces, 
The folemn Temples, the great Globe it felf. 
Yea, all which it inherit, fhall diffolve,, . 
And, like this in fubftantial Pageant fided. 
Leave not a Wrack behind ; we are fuch Stuff ' 
As Preams are made on^ and our little Life 
Is rounded wfth a Sleep. ' . ^ ^^^jji; ibid. 

' Agairifi flighted Love. 

To be In Love, where Scorn is bought with Groans, 
Goy Looks, wich Heart-fore fighs ; one fading Moment's 
With twenty watchful, weary tedious Nights, [Mirth, 
If haply won, perhaps an haple^s Gain : 
If loft, Whv then a grievous Labour wen; 
However, but a Folly bought with Wit, 
Or clfe a Wit by Folly vahqUifh'd. Valeni, iwo'Gtnf. 

Woman s dijfemhled Love. 

Fie, fie; how wayward is this foolifh Lo^, 
That like a Tefty Babe will fcratch the Nurfe, 
And prefently^ all humbled, kils the .Rod ^ 
How churiiMy I chid Lmetta hence. 
When willingly I would have had her here * 
How anger ly I taught my Brow to ftown^, 
Wheti inward Joy enforced ray Heavt to (inile? 



Of 
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Of Love^ , - 
Oh, how thiy Sprinc of Love rcfemtleth 
Th' uncemin Glory oT an April Day^ 
Which now (hews all the Beauty pt the Sun, 
And by and by a Cloud cakes all ^way \ troth, !K 

Contempt of Love funijl/d, 

I have done Penance for contemning Love, 
Whoft high imperious Thoughts have puniQi'd me 
With bitter Fafts, with penitential Gi-oans, 
With nightly Tears and daily heart-fore Sighs v 
For in revenge of my Contempt of Loye, 
Love hath chac'd Sleep from my enthralled Eyes, 
And made them Watchers of mine ownHeart*s Sorrow* 
O gentle frotbeus ! Love*s a mighty Lord, 
And hath to humbled me, as I confefs 
There is no Woe to his Correftion ; 
Nor to his Service, no fucb Joy on Earth, Vaknt, lb. 

Ojpfojltion ^ra^ef. 

The Current, diat with gentle Murmur glides. 
Thou know*ft, being ftop'd, implatientl}^ doth rage ; 
But when his fair Courfe is itot hindered. 
He mak^ fweet Muffc with th' enamerd Stones, 
Giving a gentle Kift to every Sedge, 
He pvertaketh ia his Pilgrimage : 
Andib by many winding Nooks he ftrays. 
With willing Sport, to the wild'Ocean. ^uHa. Ihid^ 

Gifts win TVmen. 

Win her with Gifts, if (he relpedr^ot Wbrdr ; 
Dumb Jewels often in their IHent kind. 
More than ^uick Words, do move a Woman's Mind. 

Val.Ibid. 
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Banijhment cf a Lover is Death. 

And wKy not Death, rather than living Tomeat ? 
To die, is to be bani(hM from niyfelf, 
And Silwa is myfelf ; banilh'd from her 
Is felf from felf : A deadly Baniliment ! 
What Light i$ Light, if Silwa be not (eea i 
What Joy -is Joy, if Silvia be not by ? 
Unlefs it be to think that fhe is by, 
And feed upon the Shadow of Perfe&ioru 
Except I be by Silvia m the Night, 
There is no Mufic in the Nightingale : 
Unlefs I look on Silvia in the Day, 
There is no Day for me to look upon ; 
She is myEflence, and I leave to be, ^ 
If I be not by her fair Influence 
Fofier'd, illuAiind, cheriOiM, kept alive*^ Val. IM 

Hope is a Ldver^s Staff, walk l^enc^with that. 
And manage it againft delpairing Thoughts. Ircfh Ik 

Virtue mufi befeen. 

Heav'n doth with us, as we with Torches do^ 
Not light them for themfelvcs : For if our Virtues 
Did not go forth of us, 'twertall alike 
As if we had themn^t. Spirits are not finely touch^dit 
But to fine IfTues ; nor Nature never leiadi 
The Tmalleft Scruple of herExcellence, 
But like a thrifty Goddc(s, (he determines 
Herfelf the Glory of a Creditor, 
Both Thaafci and Ufe. 
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Merty% 

May call it back, igain : Well, btlieve this, 
tio Ceremony that to great ones belongs, 
h^ot tbe King*s Crown, nor the deputed Sword, 
The Marflials Truncheon, nor the Judge's Robe, 
Become them with 6ne half fO good a Grace 
As Mercy does* ljah% lhti% 

*fhe Vmtty Power in MeH>. 

Could great Men thunder, ^ 
As yove ftimfelf does, ^ove would ne'er be quiet \ 
tor every pelting petty Officer 
Would ufe his Heav*n for Thuntler ; 
Nothing but Thunder* Merciful Heav*n ! 
Thou rather with thy fliarp and fulphurous B<ilt 
Splirft the unwedgable and gnarled Oak, 
Than the foft Myrtle : O but Man ! proud Man J 
Dreft in a little brief Authority, 
Moil ignorant of what he's moft affur'd. 
His glaffie Effence, like an angry Ape, 
Plays fuch fantaftic Tricks beiore high Heav n. 
As makes the Angels weep j who with our Spleens 
Would all themfelves laugh mortaL Ifab. IUdi 

7%e Privitege of Greatnefs and Power. 

We cannot weigh our Brother with our felf ; 
Great Men .may jeft with Saints \ *tis Wit in. them. 
But in the left, foul Prophanation, Ifah, lh'd\ 

On the fame. 

^ That in the Captain's but a cholerick Word, 
trhich in the Soldier is flat Blalphemy, Ifsh, Ihii. 

' Authcritjf', 



^4 yj 
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AutJmity. 

Becau(e Authority, tho" it err like^others. 
Hath yet a kind of* Medicine in itfelF, 
That skins the Vice o* th' top : Go to your Bofom, 
I{.nock there, and ask your Heart wh«it it doth knov 
That's like my Brother's Fault \ if it confefs ^ 
A natural Guiltinefs, fuch as is his. 
Let it not (bund a Thought upon your Tongue 
Againft tiiy Brother's Life. 4fah,Ihid. 

'The Force Beauty. 

What's this ? What's this? Is this her Fault, or mine? 
Trhe Tempter, or the tempted, who fins moft ? Ha ? 
Not (he ; nor doth Oie texnpt ; but it is I, 
That, lying by the Violet in the Sun, 
Does as the Carrion does, not as the Flower, 
Corrupt witb virtuous Seafon. Can it be, 
' That Modefty may more betray our Sen(e, 
^ Than Woman's Lightnefi \ AngeJc. Ibid* 

Simile. 

The State whereon I ftudied, 
ts like a good thing, being often read, 
Grow'n icar'd, and tedious. Ang. Ibid. 

Place and Fmn. 

Oh Phcc ! Oh Form -! 
, How often doft thou with thy Cafe, thy Habit, 
Wrench Awe from Fools, and tic the wifer Souls 
To thy falfc fccming ? Ang, Ibid. 

A 



\ 
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A Simile on the Prefence of the Belovd. 

OhHeav'ns! 
Why does my Blood thus muAer to my Heart, 
Making it both unable for itfelf. 
And difpoflelllng all my other Parts 
"OF neceflary fitnefs \ 

So play the foolifh Throngs with one that fwoons ; 
Come all to help him, and fo ftop the Air 
By which he fliould revive ; and even fo 
The geaeral 'Subjeds to a wcU-wifh'd King 
Quit their own part^ and in obftquious Fondnefi 
Crowd to his Prefence, where their untaught Love 
Muft needs appear Offence. Angela, Ibld^ 

. ff^omens Frailty* 

Aye, as the Glaffes where they view themfelves ! 
Which are as eafie broke, as they make Forn^« 
Women ! Help Heav'n ; Men their Creation mar 
In profiting by them . Nay, call us Ten times frail ; 
For we are foFt, as our Complexions are. 
And credulous to falfe Prints. Ifdh* Ibid* 

TJtiequal Privilege of Pmxr. 

O perilous Mouth<?, 
That bear in them one and the felf-fame Tongue, 
fiithcpof Condemnation or Approdt' ; 
Bidding the Law make Curtefic to their Will, 
Hooking both Right and Wrong to th' Appetite, 
' To follow as it draws". Til to my Brother ; 
Tho* he hath fallen by Prompture of the Blood, 
Yet hath he in him fuch a Mind of Honour, 
That h^d he twenty Heads to tender down 
Oa twenty bloody Blocks, he'd yield thero up. 
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Life md Dmh. 

Reafon thus with Life ; 
tf I do \ote thee, I do lofe a thing 
That ndne but Fools would keep ; a Breath thdu irt, 
Servile td all the Skiey Inftuences ; 
That doft this Habitation where thbu keep*ft 
Hourly afflia : Meerly thou art Dcath*s Fool ; 
For him thou laboui 'ft by thy Flight td fliun. 
And yet run'ft tdwVd him ftill. Thou art not Noble j 
For all th' Accommodations that thou bear'fi. 
Are nurs*d bv Bafenefs s Thou'rt by uO means Valiant : 
For thou doft fear the (oft and tenaer Fork 
Of a poor Worm* Thy beft 6f Reft is Sleep, 
And tiiat thou oft provok*ft, yet grofly fear'ft 
Thy Death, which is no more. Thou'rt not thy felf \ 
iFor thou exift'ft on many a ihdufand Grains 
That iffiie out df Duft^ Ha^py thou art not ; 
For what thbu haft not) ftill thbu ftriv'ft to get, 
And what thbu haft-, fbre^tt'ft* Thou are not certain > 
tor thy Complexion fliifts to ftrange Effefls, 
After the Moon» If thbu art rich, thour^t poor ; 
For like an Aft, whofe Back with Ingots bows. 
Thou bear'ft thy heavy Riches but a Journey, 
And Death unloadetk thee. Friend baft thou none ; 
For thine own Bowels, which do call thee Sire, 
The meer EflFufion of thy proper Loins, 
Db curfe the Gout^ SerpegOy and the Rheumy 
For ending thee nb (boner.Thbu haft norYouth,nor Age j 
feut, as it were, an after-dinner's Sleep, 
Dreaming on both ; for all thy bleffed Youth 
Becomes as aged, and doth beg the Alms 
Of palfied-Eld ; and when thour't old, and rich, 
Thou'ft neither Heat, AfFeflion, TLimb, nor Beautf 
To make thy Riches pleafant. iVhat's yet in this 
That bears the Name of Life ? Yet in this Life 
Lie hid more thoufand Death? ; yet Death We fear, 
l*hkt makes thefe Odds all Even* Vuke. Ibid. 
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Death. 

Dar'ft^tKou Die? 
^he Sen(e ef Death is moft in Apprehenfion ; 
And the poor Beetle that we tread upon. 
In cor|k>ral Suifering finds a Pang as great. 
As when a Giant dies. Ifai. Meafurefpr Mt^fi^^' 

On the fame. 

Aye, hut to Die, and go we know not where. 
To lye in cold Obftrudion, and to rot ; 
This (en(ible warm Motion, to become 
A kneaded Clod ; and the delighted Spirit 
To bathe in fiery Floods, or to refide 
In thrilling Reeions of thick-ribbed Ice, 
To be io^priibn d in the view-lefs Winds^ 
And blown with reftlefs Violence round about 
The pendant World ; or to be wor(e than worA * 
Of thofe, that lawlefs and incertain Thought 
Imagine howling ; 'tis too horrible ! 
The wearieft and moft loathed worldly Life, 
That Age, Ach, Penui y or Imprifonraent 
Can lay on Nature, is a Paradife 
To what we fear of Death, Claud. Ibid, 

VirmeandGoednefs. 
yirtue is Ih*I, and Goodnefs never fearful, pufe. /*. 

Calufmy. 

No Might nor Greatness in Mortality 
Can Cenfiire <capc Back-wornxding Calumny 
The whitelk Virtue ftrikes. What King fo ftrong 
Can tie the Call up in the ilanderous Toi^ue i Duke. lb. 
^Z' - o - y/^ft 
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Place and GMedtnefs. 

Oh Place and Greatnefs ! Millions 6f falfeliye* ' * 
Are ft uck upon thee : Volumes oF Report 
Kun with thefe faife and mo(l contrarious QieAs- 
Upon thy Doings : Thouiandficapcsof Wit 
Make thee the Father p£^their idle breams, ■ ^- ■ - 
And rack thee in their Fancies. "Dulu* Ibtd, 

. '\ . .''^ 
Mans PrehemineHce. . 

There's nothipgfituatc under Keav'nVEye^ 
But hath its bound in Earth, in Sea, and Sky: ' 
TheBeafls, the FiOies, and the winded Fowls, 
Are their Male's Subje^s, and at their Gpntrouls: 
Man more divine> the Matter of a](*the(e,: ' - 
Lord of the wide Worlds «nd wide watry Seas,' - 
Indu'd with intelle&aal Senic and Sou), ; • ^- . ^ - 
Of more Preheroinencc thadFifh >a»d FOT*l ^ 
Are Mafters io their F«maies, and their Ld>nis:. > • 
Then let jour Will attend .on their Accords iLuciMiut. 

Jeatimfy:- \ ' \ • 

Aye, aye AntiphoUSy look ftrange and frown ; 
Some other Miftrefe harfi'f^me Cw^ ATfJpds, 
I am not Adrianay hor thy Wife. 
The (jmei-was ^nce, when d^yOiniflr^thBrtm 
'That never Words were Mufic to thine Ear, ^ . 

That never ObjeS pleafing.ift thii|e Eye, 
That never touch was welcome to thy Hand, 
That never Meat i^eetn^hfi^w^^kWaefSr-a^ \ 
Unlcfs I (pake, pv looWitMyWukViy orxjim'd to tliet. • 

No 
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No FmnJfiip in Love Affairs, r 
Friendfliip is conftatit iw all other Thingj, * • ' 

Save in the OfHce and AtFaifs of Love; - ' ' 
Therefore all Hearts in Love life their otvn Tongues'^ 
L^t every Eye negotiate for it (elf, * ' ' , 

And truft no Ageiitt; for Beauty is'a Wicdi, ' ' \ 

Againft whofe Chafms^ Faitli meltef If in;to Bipod. C/rf/ztf. 

' Mttth Ado dhoUt NotVtftj^ 

Counfel of no weight in Miferj. 

Leon^to. I pray thee cea(e thy Counfel, 
Which ^lls into mine Ears 4s pj^oj^Iefs/ 
As Water in a Sieve ; give hot me CounftI, 
Nor let no Comfort elfe delight mine Ear, 
5ut fuch a one whofe Wron|$ (iotk<(iiit with mine. 
Bring me a Father t^at fo lov'd his Cbil^. , . ,^ 
Whofe Joy of her is ovfrwhelmM likt! rtiihe,' ' • 
•AndW 4iimTpcak of Pati'ence; ' = • - 
Meafiire his Wbe''-the length and breadth of mine. 
And let it anfwer every Strain for Strain : 
As thus for thus, and fuch a Grief for fuch,^ 
In every Lineiment, 'Branch, Shape ancVPorm';'' 
If fuch dfie Will friiile^ and ftrokc his Seafd; ' - 
And halloo, wag, crj he^m, when he fHoWld groiiTj 
►anh Grief with PtbVtfrbs, ttiafc'e MisfoftliW' dhihk, ^' 
With Candle-wafters ; brins; him j^et.f o ipe,, 
M-r«f Wm ViH^i^her l%ti^^^^ ' ^ ^^'^ - 

iut there is no fuch Mao^.f fdr Bttother, Men 
■fn counfel, and give Comfort to that Grief 
fhich they Aeliifeivfe h6f¥ee^ b\Jt?fflrf^Jn4^ttl ^ 
fceir Counfekurbl td''Paffloh. -\<4iK " 
ptxldigi^e ^me^M Kl^dfeit^ .to'I%fe;' "''^^^.t. - ^ 
fker ftroifg il4ii4fttfl'irffal^ > • » 

rn AAwtrtf Air,»:>«d!Agi]Ay<^^ c» ^AT 

no,"Us4& M^nVOffictiy-te^tftii i>a«i6hie»y' " 
UuS^thsiC #fing uiiJer this^bail t^iortloan^';^ ^ 
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But no Man's Virtue nor Sii/Ecij^ncy 

To 1>e fo moral, when He OiaU endure 

The like hixnfeU j therefore .giyq^ me no Counfely 

My Griefs cry louder than Adyertifementi 

Ant» Therein do Men from Children nothing di&r. 

Iaoiu I pray thee Peace ; I will be FleOi and Blood ; 
For there was neyer yet Philotbpher, 
Thar (Could endure the Tooth-ach patiently ; 
However .they have writ the Stile of Gods^ 
And made a pi(h at Chance and Sufferance. A/i. 



V V O L. II. 

Vlamty of Pleafure. 

Why ? alj Delights, are yain,1in(| that moft vain. 
Which, with fain purchas'd, 'doth inherit Pain, fifr«p. 

, Lcve*s Labour /tji. 

Study. 

Stud^r is like the HcavenV; glpripus Sun, 
That will not be deep fearch'd with fawcy Looks ; 
Small luve continual Plodders ever .won, . , 
Save baijs Authprity (from IM* 

T*ht Father s Refentmem againfi Li^^ withwt 
" hit Confinti 
I .'. ' ■ ' '■ ■ ^ . . i * ■ ■ 
StMni f^fb Dismetrius* My nohl^ h9ffl% ' . : r 
This Man hatji jAy CopTent to mar ry.her. i ; : ; 
Stand fcrtif 'Lyfi^i^r. iV^d, my gr4cioas Dujce, 
This hath bew:itch*4 the Bpfom jof my Child -/ 
Thmi, th^H |,j^lirftff^ th^ 
And mtecfihang'd Loxe^t<>^eii«^itb mf : 
Thou ^ by Mooa-ligKtf at h«r Wi^d^w SJuSig, 



Wkb Signing Voice, Verfes of feigning Lovei * 

Aad ftoli n th* ImprdTion of Her Fancalie, 

With Bracelets oi tfey Hair, Rings, Gav^dsy Crthceits-; 

Knacks, TriBes^ Nofegayr, Sweet-meatr, Mefiengers 

Of ftrong Prevailmcnt in unharden'd Youth : ' 

With Cunning haft them iilch'd my Daxighter'ts Heart, 

Tui-n'd her Obedience, which 'is ^due ia> nicj I ■ 

To ftubtbdm Hahhiie&. Egeus. A Miifmm^r's mightn't 

"The Authority of a Father* 

. To you your Father (hould be as a God ; 

One that corapdsM yt>ur Beaucids ; yea,; aiiijl i^ne 

To whom you are but as a Form in Wax 

By him imprinted j. and within his Power ^ ' » 

To leave cne Figure^ or dispute iu * ^heftuKWitl 

A Nun. ' 

< ■ ■ ' ' 

Know of your Youth, etamine w^H ybur Blood, 
Whether, i£ you yield not to yblxr Father^ Choice, ' • 
Yott can endure tbe Livery bf sNun, - 
For Aye to be in (hidy Cloyfier mew'c^y * ' * ^ ' 

To iiv6 a barren Sifter all yo«tf Life, ' ii' c; . > : 
Chancing faint Hymns to the cold iruitlefs Moon^ 
Thnce blefied they that mafier fo their Blood, 
To undergo (uch Maiden Pilgrimage* 
But earlier ha^y is the Rofe dillfird, ; 
Than tibat wHkK withering on the Virgin' Thom^ 
Grows, lives, and dics^ in fingle Bk^nefsr fbef.'lb^ 

Thfi Pate pf true Lmje. 

The Courfe of true Love never did run (niooth. 

But either it was different in Blood ' ' ' 

Hit. O croft ! too high to be enthralled to Love* 
Lyf Or elfe mifgrafFc*d, in refpeft of Y^rs t ■ 
Uer, O Spight! too old to be engaged coo young* 

: • Oj tyf. 



Lyf. Qr elft it flood, upon the choice of Merit^. i 
Her. O Hell I to chufc Lonrc by another's Eye. ^ | 
Lyf. Or if there wc;re a Sympathy iix Chiwcc^ : 

War^: J)each}' or Sickncfi, Aii^Ly Si^e toWt '^ 

Making it momentary as a Sounds \ a ' ' 

Swift at a Shadow^ (hore as any Dreani, > : 

Brief as the Lightning in the colii^d N^ht, 

Tbac it d 5|»keii unf^ids both Heaven andlEarth; . ^ i 

And ^e a Man hath Power to fay, Belfold, 

The Jaws of. Darknefs do deyoiiTit'wp i . . 

So quick bright Things come to Canmfion. IhH. 

^ Tife Lovers Oaths of Confiattty. 

I fwear to thee^ by Cufi£t ftrongeft Bow^ 
9y ^is beft A^row witb tiie Goldea Head, 
By the Simplicity of Venus Doves, 
By that which knittech Spojs^ and pro(pers Love^ 
And by that Fire which burnM the Carthage Qieen, 
When ib^ fajfe Tr^jani uni^s Sail, .^sa-^ri^ / 
By alj f he. Vows tit .everrMe«> hayejjrokeij . , - . ' ' 
In number more th^ tt9X Woqieii Xpoke, > ' 

In that fame Pia(;$ thoM; hgft appotntted - 
To morrow truly wiU J miO^ y»kk cb^^ Mermia* Bk 

Love can tranfpofe to Form and Digmtjr :/; 
Love looks h&t iwith Eyes^ but wttk tbe Min^ . 
4;nd %herefoi:e.is tringVl Cnfid painted bluad : . 
Nor bath Love*s Mind of any Judgment taflc; 
Wings and no Byes, ^FfgiM'e uuhe^ 
And therefore is Love laid to be a Child, 
BecauCe in Choke heo6:en is beguilM. : 
As waggiflx Bays themfelves in Game forfwear. 
So the Bdy^^Loye is per jur'd tvitrf where. : ~ \ 
For -^f^^mHirim. looi^c on H^tm0\: Eyiie,: r \ 
He haird-dpTOOvghjf .tbac.he was oaly.miiei . . ^ 
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And- ^htfa thisi HM feme Heat from' Hermia felt, 

So he diffolv'd, ind Showers of Oaths did melt. H^/./^. 

. - iS^iy '^^dkufy, and th& ilt Efft£is tf it: 

Thefe are. tjjf Forgeries of Jealoufie, . 
And never fince the middle Summer's Spring, 
,Met we on Hill, in Dale, Foreft, or Mead,' 
By paved Fountain, or by rufliy Brook, 
Or in the beached Margent of the Sea, 
To dance our- Rins^lets to the whiftling Wind^ 
But with thy(Bra'?^U thou hail difturb'd our Sport. 
Therefore the Winds piping to ns in vain, 
h$ i\i .Revenge have Aick'd up from the Sea . - > \ 
Contagious Fogs ; which, falling on the Land, 
Have every petty River made fo pnoud. 
That they have over-born their Continents. 
The CXi hath therefore ftretch'd his Yoak in vain* 
The Plougluoan lod Ikis Sweaty and ^lie green Com 
Hath rotteds er« his Youth attaia'd a B^rd, 
The Folii (lands cmptj^ io^ the drowned Field, 
And Crows a<e fac^d with the Murcioa Fioek^ 
■yiie^Hitte-meii^-iporris is fiUdu^ with Mud> 
And the queint Mazes in the wanton Green, 
For lack of tread are undiftingu ((liable. 
The human Mortals want their Winter her©, 
Now Night is witb no Hymn or CjutoI bleft ; 
Therefore the Moqh^ the GQ^envels o^ Floods, 
Pale in her Anger, waflies: all the Air ; 
Ti}4t Rheumaticli Difeafes; do aboOod. , 
And thorough this Diftemperarure we (le 
The Seafons alter ; hoary-headed Frofts 
Fall in the frefh Lap of the Crimfon Rofe, 
And on old j^^mVChin and Icy Crovwi, ' 
An odorous CThaplet pf fwect Summer Buds 
Is as in Mockery fqt, The^Spring, the Summer, , 
TTJb^i^cljilding Aiitvimn, angry Winter change 
Their wonted Liveries, and the amazed World, 

O 4 Bt 
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By their iacrea(e, now knows not which \% whiich ; • 

And this iame Progeny of Eyil comes 

From our Debate, from our Difiention ; 

We ar% their Parents and Original TttanU j^- Ik, 

Lovers Prefence exclude SpIiHtde. • 

Your Virtue is my Privilege ; for that 
2t is not Night when I do fee your Face, 
Therefore. I think I am not iu the Night. 
Nor doth this Wood lack Worlds of Company, 
For you, in my Re(ped, are all the World. 
Then how can it be faid I am alone. 
When all the World is here to look on mel Beh th'tl 

A Fairy B(yiver. 

I know a Bank where on the wild Time blowi^ 
Where the Oxfiips.and nodding Vm]tt grows. 
Quite oV^er cannopy'd with luuious Woodbine, • 
With fweet Musk Roies, an<!l' with Eglantine, 
There flcept ^iMiiw, (bme time of the Night, 
Luird in thefe Flowers, with Dances and Delist. 6be^» 

■ ' Ibil 

Similes. 

For as a Surfeit of the fweeteft Things, 
The dcepcft loathtne to a Stomach brings ; 
Or as the Herefies that Men do leave, 
Are hated moft of thofir that did deceive. Xy/. Ibil 

Night. 

Dark Night, that from the Eye his Fl^fiAtoftfakts, ' 
The Ear more quick of Appreheblidn makes. ' 
Wherein it doth impair the feiSing Senfe, ^ - . ' 
It pays the Hearing double rccompencCi ' ' Hen lbld^^, 
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T'he Force of FMcyi. > 

. Loycr; and Madman h^ve fo<^ (ectl^iag Brains^ . < ; 
Such (hapiiig Phaiitafies, that appreiiead more 
Thaa cool ReaCbii ever. ci^njprchcnds;. ; 
The Lunatick, the Lover, and the Poet, 

Are of Imagiaation ail compa^ : 
Oae (ces more Devils thaa vaft Hell cau hold 
That is the Madman*. The Lover, all as tr^ntick. 
Sees Helen's Beauty in a Brow of I^ypt. 
The Poet's Ejre in a fiae Frenzy rowline;, 
Doth glance from Heav'n to Earth,from Earth to Heav'ii! 
And as Imagination b^di^sibrth - . 

The Forms of Things unknown > the Poet's Pen » 
Turn? them to Shapes, and gives to Airy Nothing 
A local Habitation, and a Nam6« 
Such Tricks hath ilrong Imagination, 
. That if he would but apprehend fbme; Toy^ . , 
It comprehends fome Bringer of that jfoy : ^ 
Or ill the Night imaeining fome Fear, 
Hpw cafy \$ a Bu(h luppos'd a Bear f / HifpoUia. liid.. 

Defmftim of Night by the Fairy. 

Now the hungry Lioii roars. 
And the Wolf beholds . the Moon : 
WhiMl the hegvy Ploughman (hoars, . - 
All with >yeary Ta$kiore-done. ! 
Mow the wafied Brands do glow, , 
WhilA the Scritch-Owl, fcritching loudj 
Put^ the Wretch that lyes in Woe 
In remembrance of a Shroud* 
Now it » the tisnp of Nigjht, 
That the Graves,' all ^pmg wide. 
Every one lets forth hi^ Spright, 
lu the Church- way Paths to glide; 

O 5 And 
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And we Fairies^ that do run 
By the triple HtcateW Team, 
From the Prefencc of the Sun, 

FoUowiogDai^kne^iikeaDreanw TttchlhiL 

Jmfrudence of toi much Cart in: the Whrld. 

You have too much Rei^>ed upon tht World : 
They lofe k that dfo bii^ it with much Care. Graiiam. ' 

' in the Merchant ef [ Venice^ 

7 he true Vatui of the ffkld. 

I hold the World but is the W6^rld; Qirdtianoj 
A Stage where every Mah niuft pky his Part» AnthoJB^ 

^^he Advantage of the J^diufk i» Fortune. , 

And yety for ought I fee, they afe al flck that ftirfeit; 
with too much, as they that flarvewiih notJiiug^V Aerc- 
fore it is no final! Happinefs to be featetHn the Mdan i 
Supcffluity conies fi>ofief by whke Hail's, but Compcten-' 
cy lives ionger. IfertffknUidi 

E^erto kttffw than dtf. ; ^ 

If. to dOy were as ea^e as to km>w t^hat y^rerd^t^ 
to do, Chappels had been Chuirc^e^, ^d pobr. Meti*^ 
Cottages Princes Palaces : It , is a ^'(kid'pklhe tliit f<Jt-^ 
lows his own Inftru^tons ; t caii,eai(yp tiich tweiity 
what were go<Jd to be done, thart to, be one of the 
twenty to follow mine own teaching. The Brain ihay 
devife Laws for the Blood, but,a hc$ Teteper'leap^ over 
a cold Decree; (uch ^ Har'e w 1ltliine(s^ Voudi', tii^ 
«lcigj)'er the MeQies of good C^ftl theCfipple. 

• Not 
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"Not to chufe by Appearance. 

Tfcat M^ny may be meSiii 
By the fool Multitude that chufe by Show, 
Not learaing more than the fond £ye dptli teach. 
Which pryes not to th* Interior; but like the Martlet v» 
Builds m the Wettber on the outward Wall, 
Even itt the, Force and Road of Cafoalty, Tnnce of 

Afragcn^ lb, 

' Mufic. 

And what is Mufic then ? Then Mufic is 
Even as th^ Floucifh, when true Sub}e^s bow 
To a new crowned Monarch ; Such it is 

are thofe dulcet Sounds in break of Day, 
Tha( creep into the dreaming Bridegroom's Ear, 
Jf^nd IjiauaQn bini to Marriage. F^rtia, IhU, 

s : • l^Jje Deceit <f Ornamnty 

S6 may the outward Shows be lead themfclves. 
The World is (till deceived ^itb Ornament. 
In Law what Plea €o tainted and corntpt, 
Bitt being (eaibn'd wkh a gracious Voice, 
Obfcures the Show dt Evil i In Religion 
Wim damned Error, burfome (bbtr Brow ^ 
Will bleft it, and ; apt>rave it witli a '■ TeJcr, 
Hiding the GrofsheG witb fair Ornament ^ 
1 here is no Vice fo fimple, but aiTumes 
SomQ Mark of Virtue on his outward Parts ; . 
How ma&y Cowards, wbofe Hearts are all a9 faife 
AiiS^ittof Sand, wear yetf upon theip Chth» ^ • 
The Beards of UtrcuUs and frowning A^^irj ? 
Whoinwi^rd featchr, have Livers white «$.JWiiK# . 
And thcfe affume but Valour's Excrement, 
To render th^ redoubted. Look on Beauty^ > 
Aad you ihall &e 'tis purchased by the Wci^€> . 

O^ 'WUidk 



324 SHAKESP EARIANA. 

Which therein works a Miracle in Nature, 
Making them ligkteft that weir moft a£ it : 
So are thofe crifpefbfnaky golden Locks, 
Which make iuch wanton <3ambols with the Wind 
Upon ruppofed Fairnefia often kiiown 
To be the Dowry ot a (econd Head ; * 
The Skull that bred them in the Sepulcher. 
Thus Ornament is but the gilded Shore 
To a mofl dangerous Sei ; the beauteous Scarf 
. Veiling aft Mian Beauty ; in a Word, 
The Teeming Truth whidi cunning Times put on 
To entrap the Wifefi. Baffanlo. IhU; 

T'ranfport of Succefs in Love. 

How all the other Paffions fleet to Air, 
As doubtful Thoughts, and ra(h embracM Deipair, 
And Ciuddring Fear, and green-ey'd Jealoufie''? p<v. 0. 

<■ ^ 

On an excellent JPiSiure of a Lady. 

Fair Tortia's Couoterfcit ? .What Demy-God 
Hath come (b near Creation ? Move thefe Eyes? 
Or whether riding on the Balk of mine 
Seem they in Motion \ Here are fever'd lips ' ■ , 
Parted with Sugar Breath ^ fo fwcet a Bar 
Should iiinder ftich fweet Friends: Here in her Hairs 
The Painter plays the ^ider, and bath woven 
A eoiden Me{h t'iotrap the Hearts of Men 
FaSer than Gnats in Cobwebs : But her £yes. 
How could be fee to do them ? Having made one^ 
Methinks it (hould htve Power to fieal both bis. 
And leave k felf uii&ii(h*d. • BaJfi lUd. 

An excellem Smile^of PMick Affltmfe, 

like one of two contending in a Prize, 
That thinks he hath done well in Peoples Byes ; 

Hearing 



Hearing Apiplau& and univer(al Shout, - 

Giddy in Spirit, ftill gazingfih a Doubt, 

Whether thoft Pcark'of Praifc be his or no ; 

So thrice fin" Lady* fbrnd^icyen foj , - ' i , 

As doubtful \^lictKer wkrt L fte biB tnse, * ' 

Until confirm'dj %n'd, ratify'd by you. Baffanio. lh» 

Only my Blood (peaks to'' you k my' Veins, ^ > 
And there it Aich Confufio» in my' Powers, 
As after (bnie 0>aition fairly l^olce : . /. 
B/a beloved l^nrice, there ^h > appear ' \ 
Among the buzzing pleaded Mttkttude, 
Where every fomething being blent together. 
Turns to a wild of nothings favc of Joy 
Expreft, and not eiq^eft. Bsff, IhitL 

* '* Mtrcy. 

The Quality of. Mercy is not ikain-d ; 
It drdp(»eth as the gentle Rata from Heav*n 
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blets'd, 
Ic bleflerh him that gives, and him that takes. 
*Tis Mightieft in the Mightieft, it becomes 
The throtied Mooatfch wtter dian hii Crown : : 
His Scepter (hews the force of temporal Power^ • 
Tke Attribiftc ko Aweianid Mii)efly,: -i^r 
Wherein dbth^^t the Dread and Fear of Kings ; ' ' 
But Mercy is above this fcepered Sway^ 
It is enthroned in the Hearts'of Kings, v, » 
It is. an Attribute to God Kimfelf^ 
And earthly Power doth then (hew likefl God*s, 
When Mercy feafons Juftice„ P^. ft/V. 
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The Reafon is, your Spintt are attentive;^ ; 
Fordo but notes ^ild aad waatoiLHeDd, 
Or^lace of youtkfiil and nnhandled Colts, 
Fetching mad hounds, bellowing and ne^ing loud. 
Which is the hot Condition of their Blood ; . 
If they but hear perchance a Trumpet founds 
Or any Air of Mttfick touch their £arr, : : 
You (hall perceive them malie.a mutual ftaiod ; , i • 
Their favage Eyes tura'd to a^modeft Gaze ■ . t 
By the fwect Power of Mufic^ Therefore: chctPoec 
Did fain that Orpbeus ixe^ Trees^ Stones and Flobds^^ 
Sihce-naught.ib fiocki£h, kud, aad-6xil of Aa^^ 
But Mufic for the cimtf doth <hait^ his Nature: • 

Msai that kath no Mulic iabutfislf> i ; , < 
Nor is' not roov'd with Concord of (weet Sounds^^ 
Is lit for Treafons, Stratagicnp^, and Spoils ; 
The Motions of his Spirit are dull as Night, 
And his Affe<ftioh$ dark tts Efebuu . . ,/ 
Let no fuch Man ^e tr«Aed« l^tui^. IU4» 

A6tfic by Night. ^ - 

The Grow doth, fingiiisfweetly as tkeCjifk^ h . i 
When neither is attended; and 1 thtnb . . - n- . 
The Nightingale, il' fhefflidilWiing^y t 
When evet7X}ooreit^ citcklihg9 M^ouM:beitho^ 
No better a Miificiatitihan .the Wren. ii \l r - 
How many things- by Seafi)^ fea(<ln^d are i - 

To their right Praife and true Perft^ai tl^^UiL 

'"^'^ Bemit). . ?i ^'^-^ - - ^ 

Beauty provoketh Thieves fboner than Gold. 

RofaUnd. As you Like it. 
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Rr Solitude againfl Courts. 

Noir iny jCo-hiaeeis, anS Brothers in l^T^ty 
Hach not old CUft6ito indde tkis Liie mol-e fweet 
I'han that of pilinted Ponrp f - Ai^ not thefe Woods * 
More free from Peril tBan the envious Court \ 
Here feel we not the Penalty of Addm^ 
The Seafbn's Difference, as the Icy Fang 
And churlifli chidw^g dfihe Winter's Wirid ? - 
Which when it bites and blows upon my fiody^ 
Even till I flirink with Cold^ I fnale^ and fay. 
This is no Flattery t Theft are CounftUors 
That feelingly p^rfuade nie what J am. 
Sweet arc die Ufes of Adverfity, 
Which, like the Toad, ugly and venomow. 
Wears; yet a precious Jewel in his Head : 
And this our Life exempt from publick Haunt, 
Finds Xcpoguefin Treoio. fibokr.iit the running Bit>oks, 
Sermons in Stones, and Good in every thing. Duke* 

Tho Worlds a Stage. 

Tiuke Sen. Thou (ecft we arc not ill alone unhafpy : 
This wide and univerfal Theatre / . ? 
Prefents more \^o(\x\ Pageant* thisuithi Scene ^ 
Wherein wcplay, ' ' ^ - ' ' * - 

faq. All.tJie-^oirld'ira Stage, ^ ; l i 

And ail the Men dcfti' W6men tneerfjrPlayerfi- / - 
They have their and their Entrances^' 
And one Man in his time piJaysmany^Parw: ' - 
His Aifts being fevcn Ages. At iirft the Infant^ • • 
Mewling and puktng in the Nnrfe's Arms ' • * >' ' ' 
And then* thewhinirtg^oIWJfli^ith hiJ^«i^^ ; 
And fliiriiiig'Mbrning-fece, creepfiftg lll*.^<3il\ ' ■ 
Unwillirtgty to SchWoi. 'Jihd thbn theLev^iV" ' • ' • 
Sighing like Fiirnace, ' with a wbfiri Blllad • ; * • ^ 
Made to his MiftrcfeV Efyc-btdir^ ^ Thc» a S61*tf*y ^ - 
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Full of flrange Oaths, and bearded like the Pard, 

Jealous in Honour, fudden and quick in Qjiarrelj 

Seeking the Bubble Reputation, 

Even in the Caiion's Mouth* And then the Juftjcc 

In Hit round Belly, with good Capon l^n'd, 

With Eyes fev ere, and Beard of formal cut> 

Full of wife Saws, and modern Inftancfs, 

And To he plays his Part* The (ix(h Age fliifts 

Into the lean and flipperfd Pantaloon, 

With Spedacles op. Nofe, and l^cmch on £[de ; 

His youthful Hqie well &v'd, a world too wide 

For his (lirunk Shank, and his big manjy Voice 

Turning again toward childidi trebble V^fy 

And whiAles in his (eund. LaA Scene: ot a)l» 

That ends this Arange eventful Hiftory, 

Is (econd Childifhnels, and meer Oblivion^ 

San^ Teeth, fans ^yes, ians Tafte^ fans every thing. Ih. 

■the Duty of the IVtfe to her Huskand. 

Fie, fie, unknit that threatning unkind Brow^ 
And dart not fcorMul Glances from thotc Eyes, 
To wound thy Lord, thy King, thy Governor. 
It blots thy Beauty, as Frpfts bite the Meads, 
Confounds thy Fame, as/Whirlwinds (hake fair Buds> 
And in no S^ii^ is ixiee:t or amiable* 
A Woman mov'd is like a Fountain troubled, ^ 
Muddy, ill Teeming, thick^ bereft of Beauty ; , 
And while it k r<s inpne fo dry or ^th^fty . * ^ 
Will dain to fip, or touch ft drop of it* 
Thy Husband is thy. I,.ord, thy Life, thy Keeper, 
Thy Head, thy Sovereign ; one that cares for thee 
And for thy Ma^tenancei Commits his Body 
To pMMiil' Ubour, both t>y Sea and Land y 
To watch the N^t in Storms, the Day in Cold; 
While thou ly'A waf m at home, Cecure and (afo^ ^ 
And craves no other Tribute at thy Hands, 
But Loye^ ffiir.Lopks. aod true Obedience; . 
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Too little l>aymienb" for fo great a Debt. V 
5uch Duty as the Subjeft owes the Prince, , . , 
Even fuch, a 'Wotaan oWbh to her Hu$b3n4'* , 
An4 when is frowiiyd, peiividi, fuUen^ '^Wfr,. , : i 
kxA riot obedient to his hoiiefl Will . ■ ' ' 
What is (he 'But a foul cooteading Rebel, 
And gracclefi TraitoK tocher loving Lord ? 
I am afhani'd that Women arc fo limple, . , > 

To offer War where they fliould kneel for Peace ; 
Or feek for Rule, Supremaqr, and Sway, 
Whea ttey arc hound to icrvc, love, arid' pbiy^^ \ ' > 
Why are our Bodies' foftj 'and weak anjl (111601^ " , 
Unapt tO'ibfl and trouble fii the World, , ♦ , ^ .r 
But that our fbfi: Conditions, aiid our HeArtt^' ' \ 
Stould well agree with our external Pirts f 
Come, conie, you're frowafd and unable Worms, 
My Mind liath been as big as one of yours, 
My Heart ar great, my Rcafoii haply more^ 
To bandy Word for Wor^, and Frown for Frown ; 
But no^K*! fete <5Ui^ t^iUfices arlftljtt^^^ 
Our Strength is weak, our Wcaknefe paft cpi^^re, 
That (ceming to be moft, which we indeed icau are : 
Then valrj^^ Stomachs; fo^ it rs nof boot,' . : ' ; . 
And place your Hands 'beloTV y ouf Husband's foot : ' " 
Ih^ken of which Dtffcy, if he plcafe, 
Mf Hand is r*ady, may it dd him Eafe. Katherina. th 
. :li o\ anting oftheShnw^ 

,r^-M.' --U "'V '.) >. . :) ■ ' 

Our Rfic>d|piofcini^r .^^^^ < : 

Which weVcriU to HeavV- T*^ 
Gives us free Scope, only doth backward pull . 
Our flow Defigns, when our fclves ar^s dulj. tJtUnd^ 

* ■ • • • t.; ■-■ rr^' :o 

Virm the rru^ Rife q/ JOiffii$jf.'. - 

jFrom lowcfVplace, V/h&te Wruous things pfoceW, 
The Place is dignify'd by th' Do«d« D^cd. ^t^^^^ 
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Courage and Hope.bocb toachkg him tltt Pradke, 

To a itrong Maft thac liv i upon the Sea ; 

Where, like Ori^^ on th« Dolphin's Back^ 

I faw him hold Acquaiotaai^etwith tbc 'Wavtf, 

So longas I could Uie« i ' t ^ C^u thtd^ 

Di(gui(e, I fee thou art a ^irickedners, 

Wherein the pregnant Enemy doe» much. - - 

How cafie is it, for the proper lalfe 

In Womens .waxen ^earts toiifet .their FpI'ms ! 

Alas, oar Frailty is the Canfb, n^t'we,* 

For fuch as we are made, if fuch we be. Vt^la. Ibid. 

True Love. 

Come hither, Boyv if ever thou (halt Lovc» 
In the fweet Fangi of at, remember me ; 
For (Uch as I am,^ all true Lovers afe^ 
Unfhiid and skiitiih in all Motiohreire, 
Save in the iconftant Image of the Creature 

In Loive Wman ought to be yowigefi. 

Duke. Too old, bvHeav'n; let ftill the Woman take 
An eldei- than heriel^ wesirs ihe to him ; 
So fways (he Jevel in her Husband's Heart; 
For, Boy, however we do praiftouir (elves. 
Our Fancies arrmoire^ddy and uniinn, 
More longing, ivaven&g, footer loH and worfx. 
Than W omens are^ : 

Vio. I think it well, my Lord. 

Dnke. Then let thy Love be jtounger than thy (elf. 
Or thy AiFedion cannot hofd thy bent: 
For Women are as Rotes, whofe fair Fiowfer. : i- 
Bemg once difplay'^* dotH taU that v^ry Hotir. / IhhL 



Mans Uyue. 

Tlierc:b no W<Hiiatt*$. Sides 
Can bide the beating of (b ftrone a Padion, 
As Love doth give my Heart : No Womaiv's Heart 
So big to Fold fo much ; they lack Retention. 
Alas, their Love may be call'd Appetite : 
No motion of the Liver, but the Palate, 
That fiiffers Surfeit, Cloyment and Revolt ; : 
But mine is all as hungry as the Sea, 
And can digelt as much ; make no compare 
Between that Love a Woman can jbear me. 
And that I owe OlhU. Duke, Ibli. 

IVman^s Ijfve* 

Too well I know what Love Women to Men may owe. 
In faith they are as true of Heart, as we. 
My Father had a Daughter lov.'d a Man i 
As it night be, perha^, were I a Woman, 
I niould;your LordOiip. 

Duke. And What's her Hiftory ? ' 

Vio. A blank, my LcSrd; She never told her Love, 
But let Concealment, like a Worm i'th' Bud, 
Feed on her damask Cheekj: She pin'd iti thcmgbt, 
And witfc ^ green and yeUd w 'Mriaiicholyi; 
She fate like Patience On a- MonUmenlt, . ■\ 
Smilingiat Grief* ' . Was not this Lovt indeed ? . . 
We Men may fay more, fwcar more, but indeed 
Our fliews are more than will ; for ftill we prove 
Mci^k ii^ jo^t Vmr$x. but little in our Love, lUd. 

.1^^^ lim. "\ 

Cefsrh^ b)! t|if floiCb of the Spring, 
By Maid-hood> ilQtim^ Truth, and every thiiif » ; 
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I love thee fo, that maugrc all thy Pride, 

Nor Wit, nor Rei(b(i can my P/cffiion hide. 

Do not extort thy Reafons from this Claufe, 

For that I woe, thou therefore- haft nb <Caike : 

But rather Rea(ibn thus with Reafon fetter ; 

Love ibug^y is good ; but given vn fought, is better. 

' Oh^a. f b. 
*' Art, ' - . « 

Per. For I have heard it feid, , - ^ 
There is an Art, whick in their pidentfs /hards 
With great cteating-N«urei 

Tol. Say there be, ' » 
.Yet Nature is made better by no Mean,- ^ • ' 
But Nature makes that Mean ; fo over that Art, 
Which you (ay ad^s to J<Jature4^i$ \k Art 
That Nature makes ; you fee, fweet Maid, we marry 
^ gentler Sc^on to .the "^vildeft Stock j . i - 
And make conceive a Bark of bafei) kind . > 
By Bud of Nobleif4Uc». Tbig is Ah Art - 
Which does mend^Matuiie ; Change it >ratb€r ; hm ' 
The Art it felf is Nature. The JVint^'i tal^ 

^ ». . . '. 

T<^^tlteF!witliiihaa:ip»l^, that Mitt^faifci'SHore, 
-Whole Foot fpdrnk baciitheOcetii'-s roai-ing Tides, 
And coops from ochcr Lands her IfkrtdetiSy 
Even till tiiat iSngktfldy hUgd in M^ith t^fr M^id^ 
That water-wallid Bulwark, -ftiJlftcttfe' • — ' 
And confident from fbi%ign Purpofes; AftfiriA*' 

Defer iptiai- . On jpoigliSlh Army^ 

His Marches are'ieipcditnt to tfife 1r*#n,^ / =• . " 
His Foroes/ftfohg, ihi* Soldiei* <^nfg^l. J v i Ui - i 
aurith him along is come the Mother Qitcen; 

An 



An Ate flii ring him to Bipod and Strife, 
With her Neice, the hsi^'&mih of Spain ; 
With them a Baftard of the King deceased, 
Aiidallth;.uiirettJe*»ftiimbW<3rthel^^ - 
Rafh, inaoiifidii'affei^ fiei^ Voluntaries, . 
With Ladiw^^acesf and- fferce Dragons Spleens, ' ' 
Have fold their 'For'tUne's at ^their liarive Hotnesj 
Bft»h»^th^-*Jrt^iH|ht'pr6ud)y,<Jn^ • ' ) 

To make a Hazard of Vi^ fortunes here ; ' / ' *' 
In brief>:a bfaWrthb^ee of dairnt1e(k;S{iirits,' ' ' " . 
Than nbW' the SE^^rjii BotWjmshave^ ' \ 

Did never float uj^oni the (Welling Tidei, 1 ' ' Choi* I6,^' 

J}e/crrptm (jf a Battle^ 

Rejoyce, you Men of Jf^jgietrJ j ring^^yp^r!^JlJs * . ^ 
Kingfohfty your^Kilig^ and ] 
Commander of thfis hdc itialicjousp^ ' -/ . *,j !, i^' : 
Their Armours, thsrt m^'riK'd hence Td ^Silver W^^^ ; 
Hither «ietifrri MiUTr^etrTiett^^^^ ^'J.^ .\ \ 

There fluck i^oPluftie i^^^ry l£ngl0y'&^^ ... ,r , " 
That is remefv*d by a Staff of Vranc^^, ' . ' . . . . . ,- ^ 
Our Colours do returii in chofe fame Hahds^ . . . j / / ; 
That did difplay them.wh^n we fi^ft •r^iarch'ij j^iS^lfA v/ - ■ /. 
And like a jolly Troop if^'l&dtfei^; coma ^ 
Our lufty i^W^-"^fl'V«1urpl^^ ^ • f 1\ r ' 

Ojen your ci^?^ dn^ 

If lufty Love Oiould-'^iv^in^^ Beauty, 
Where Oioijd he find it f*i|Mg>J ,±han in jK(»l?«i.?,'3,isr i 

Where fliould he find^jJuffef /t|an m''^^ / 
If Love ambitious,iift#itil''Wat^^^ . 

whofe vmwimim^ »• 
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Jmerefi. 

Rounded in the Eapr . 
MiTidi that (ame PuTpofe-chaoger, that fly DevU^ 
That Broker, that Mi breaks the Pate of Faith, 
That daily Break- Vow, he that wins of all. 
Of Kings, of B^gan, old Men, youog Men, Maids^ 
Vho having no external thine to loCe, , 
But the Word Maid, cheats me poor Mad of that. 
That (inooth-fac'd Gentleman, tykling .Commodity > 
Commodity, the Bia(s of the World, 
The World, who of it (elf is poiifed well. 
Made to run even, upon even Ground ; 
'Till this Advantage, this vile drawing Bia^^ 
This fway of Motion, this Commodity^ 
Makes it take head from all indlfierency, ^ 
From all dire^i6n, purpoCe, courfi, intent; 
And this tame BiaQ^ this Conunodity, 
This Bawd; this Broker, that all changing world, 
Clapt on the outward Eye of fickle Trance,,. 
Hath drawn him from his own dCtermin'd aid. 
From a refolv'd and honourable War, 
To a moft ba(e and vile concluded Peace. 
And whv iiilt oh this Commpdicy . • 
But £br oecaufe he hath not wooed me yet : ^ 
Not that I have the Power to dutch my Hand j . . . v 
Wi^en hit fair Angels woidd Dilute my P*Inaj[, 
But for Thy Han<^ is uiiattcnipted 'yet, ' ' 
i4ke a poor-Beggar, raileth oa the Ridu ^ Bdfisrd^ B* 

Therc*s nothing Jn.thV'Woridi^ , ; 

Life is as tc$lioV,s as.a twice told ^.i ^ V 
VexingthcdulIEarpf adfowficjjaji; 5 p. 
A bitter Shame hath fpoird the (yfeti vto^^tiSit^f . 
That it yields oouglitl^ut Shame and BitteraeTs.' Lev^U* 



\ 
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Fmunes Frcwn the befl. 

No, no ; when Fortune means to Men mofi goods 
She looks Mpon them with a threatning Eye. 

Tand, IhUL 

Defcriftion of State Alurmurs. 

Old Men and Beldams in (he Streets 
Dtf Prpphefie upon it dangerouOy : 
ifoung Arthufs Death is common in tfieir Mpuths, - 
IV nd when they talk of him, they (hake their Jieads, 
\nd whifpe^ on^anoiher in the Ear. 
\nd he that (peaks, doth gripe the Hearer's Wrift, 
iVhilft he that hears, makes fearful Adion 
iV^ith wrinkled Brows, with Nods, with rolling Eyes#^ . 
£aw a Smith ftand with his Hammer, thus, ./ " ' 
The whilll his Iron did on tia* Anvil cool, . *' 

^ith open Mouth (wallowing a Taylor s News ; 
Vho with his Shears and Meafure in his Hand, 
Standing on Slippers, which his nimble Haflc . . 

lad falily thruA upon contrary Feet, 
Told of a many thoufand warlike French^ -rr- ^ 
That were embatteled, and rank'd.in J&wf. 
^aother lean, unwadi'd Artificer, 
Juts offhis Talc, and talks of iir/W's Death. . ' 

Hubert. Ibid. 

K. Jobn^ I, marry, pow my Soul hath Elbow-room j 
: would nm out at windows, nor at Doors, - 
"here is (b hot a Summer in my Bofom, 
'hat all my Bowels firumble up to Dufl : 
am a fcribled Fornii drawn with a Pen 
rpon a Parchment, and againft this Fi/e 
>oI(hrxnkupb _ |, 

p Hefirf' 
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Htmy* How fares your Majefty ? 

K. John. VwXbii^iy ill Far^ « D«k4, (blfook, off. 
And none of you will bid the Winter come 
Td tferuft hi^ Icy Fingert iti toy Maw ; 
Nor let my Kinjgdoms Ri\fet'S fake their toiirfe 
Thf6ugh lEiy burn'd Bofbm : Nor intreat the Nonk 
To make his bleak Winds kiis my parched Lips, 
And comfort tat wifh cold* Ihid^ 

England. 

Lye it the proud tddi 6£ a'Cbnqueror, 
But when it firft did help to w6uhd hfelR 
Now, thete hfef Princes are coftie horhe again. 
Gome the three dbriiers of the World iti Arttis, 
Arid we Aall fliock them : Nought (hall make ut rue. 
If England to itfelf do reft but true. Bajlafd. IbU. 

'The impotence of M>rtal Power. 

But not a Minute, Kingf^ that thou can^ft give ; 
Shorten my Days thou can'ft with Hidden Sbfi o<^. 
And pluck Nights IVom'me, but hot lend a Mol-foMir : 
Thou canft Jidp Titne to furrow me with Age, 
But flop no Wrinkle in his Pilgrimage : 
Thy Word is current with him for kiy Dlfeith; 
But dead, thy Kingdom cannot buy my Breath. 

Gaunu 57* IJft md Death of Richard XL 

Pain m to he cured hj Maxims. 

Oh who can hold a Fire in his Hand 
By thinking on the froily CaUcafus ? 
Or cloy the hungry cd^ of Appetite 
By bare Imagination ot a Featt ? . . 
Or wallow naked in December Snow 
By thinking on fantaflick Summers Heat ! 

Oh 
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Oh no, the Apprehenfion of cbe good ' 
Give$ but tl|t.jp«iter:ieeliiig to die woife ; 
Fell Son ow' s Tpoth doth never rankle more 
Than when it bitps^ but kocecfa Hot the Sore. 

Courting the Peofk. 

Ol^rvU his Conrtfldp to the common People : 
How he didicem nndive tiito their Hearts 
With humble a^diamiUarCourtc^e^ 
What Reverence he ilid throw away on Slaves^ 
Wooing paor<2rafb-mftn with the Craft of Souls^ 
And paoeolt under^bBarin; o£ his Fortune, 
As 'twere to |)ani(h their A^ds with him { 
OS goes his Bonnet to in O^fter- wench, 
A brace oi Dray-men: hid God ^eed him well. 
And had the 7rfl)me has fapt)le Kaee^ 
With'T^fiks, my iCotiiDtrymeit, wv loving FHeinls ; 
As werQ «nr Btipavid. ik RewrHon his, * 
And he our Sdbjfedff iim Degree ki hope. 

/ ^ K. Rich. Ibid. 

' . . . ■ > PiokHcts jboft. 

His rafh ii^iX^ EBasr of Riotcantiot lafl ; , 
For violent Fires (bon burn out themfelves. 
Small Showecs kft long, hut (udden Storms are iliort ; 
He tires betimes, that fpurs too lEift betimes ; 
With eager feedWy ^od doth choke the Feeder ; 
Light Vanity;, ifvmiate Cormorant, 
Cmffiniiing neass^, tibon preys upon4tfel£ 

Gmifit. Ibid. 

England. 

This Royal Throne of Kings, this fcepttr'd Ifle, 
This Earth of MajCifty, this Seat o( Mars, 
This other Eden^ demy Paradt(e, 
This Fprtrefi built by Nature (&r herfdlf. 
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Agaitift Infefbion, and the Hand of War ; 
This happy Breed of Men^ tliis littk Worlds 
This precious Scone fet in the Silver Sea, 
Which ferves it in the Office of a Wall, 
Or as a Moat defenfive to a Hou(e, 



This bleiTed Plat, this £arth, this Realm* this England, 
This Nurfe, this teeming Womb of Royal Kings, 
Fear'd for their Breed, and famous for their Birth* 
Renowned for their Deeds, as far from home. 
For Chriftian Service, and mie Chivalry, 
As is the Sepulchre in ffaibborn 3^vr^ . , 
vOf the World's Ranfom, blcffed jwiiy V Sbn ; ^ . ' 
This L^nd of fuch dear Soiils, this dear, dear huiA^ . 
Dear for her Reputation through the World, 
Is now Leas-d out, I dye pronouncing it. 
Like to a Tenement or pelting Farm ; 
England bound in with the triumphant Sea, 
'Whofe rocky Shore beats back th& /envious Siege 
Of watry Nf^^i^ife, is now boun4 ill wkh Shane^ 
With Inky Blots, and rotten Parchment Bonds; . 
Tiiat England, that was wont to conquer Others, 
Hath made a (hameful Co^quefl of itfelK Gaunt. Ibid. 

Defer iptim of a fublick Entry ^ 

Twh Then, as I faid,. the Duke^ great BulUnghrt^, 
Mounted upon a hot and fiery Steed, 
Which his afpirins Rider feemld to know, 
Wiih flow, but Sately Pace, k^tx>ri his Courfe : 
While all Tongues, cry *d, God fave thee, JBti/Ziif^^ft^. 
You would have thought the very "Windows fpake. 
So many greedy Looks of voung and old. 
Through Cafements darted their defiring Byes 
Upoi\ his Vifi^e ; and that all the Walls 
With painted Imagery had (aid at once, ' 



Whilil he from one fide to the otter mrai^g) . 



Againfi the Envy of le(s hi 





Bare- 
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Bare-headed, lower than his proud Steed s Neck, 
Belpoke them thus : I thank you. Countrymen ; 



Dutch. Alas ! poor Ruhar^i^ where rides he the whilA ? 
. Tofk, As in a Theatre, the Eyes o£ Men, 
After a well-gf-ac'd A£ior leaves the Stage, 
Are idly bent on him that enters next, ' 
Thinking his Prattle to be tedious : 
Even fo, or with much more Contempt, Mens Eyes 
Did fcowle on Richard ; no Man cry'd, God (ave him : 
No joyfuI Ton^e gave him his welcome home. 
But Duft was thrown upon his ficred Head, 
Which with fuch gentle Sorrow he Oiook ofT, 
His Face fiill.combatin|^ with Tears and Smiles, . 
The Badges of his Grief and Patience. Ibid. 



With cozening Hope ; he is a Flatterer, 
A Parafite, a &eper back, of Death, 
"Who gently would difialve the Bands of Life, 
'WMch ialf; Hopes linger in Extremity. Queen. Ibid. 



Hath he that buildeth on the vulgar Heart. 
O thou fond Many ! with what loud Applaufe 
Did*ft thou beat Heav'n with blefTing BullingbroJuy 
Before he was, what thou would'ft have him be \ 
And being now trim'dap in thine own Defiles, 
ThoD, beaftl)^ Feeder^ art fo/ull of him, 
Tiiat thou provuk'ft thyftlf to cail him if. 




I will Delpair, and be at Enmity 




■p J 
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So, fo, tkou common Dc^, didfl thou dtfgorge 
Thy Gliitton^boTom of the Royal Richard, 
And now thou would'ft eat thy dead Vomit i^, i> 
And hawFA to find it. , 

X»K Second fan cfK'mg^nr J J\\ 

On Steep. 

Ha^ many thou&nds of my poorefi Subjeds 
Are at this Hour aiicep 1 O Slea>, O geatJe Sleep, 
Nature's (6ft Nur(e^ tow have 1 frighted: irhee. 
That thou no more wilt weigh my £ye-lids down> 
And deep my Senfes in Foi^tfuloed ? 
Why rather, Sleep, lyeft thou in feaoaky €rib$. 
Upon unealie Pallads iketching tbee, . ^ ^ . 
And hudit v/ith buzzing Night-Flies to thy (lumber^ 
Than in the perfumed Chambers the Greatj 
Under theCanc^ies of coRly Sute, 
And lull'd with Sounds of fweeteft Meiody i 
O thou dull God,, why ly% thou with the Tile^ . 
In loathfbm Beds, and leav'ft the Kinely Cottch 
A Watch-caCe, oca common Lammrheil \ 
Wik thou, upon the high and gid^ Maft^ i 
Seal up the Shi;>-boy's Eyes, and rock his Brains 
In Cradle of the rndc imperious Surge, 
And in the Vifitation of the Winds, 
Who take the Ruffian Billows byjjjie tpp. 
Curling their monArous Heads, and hanging them 
With deaf /hiiig Clainp^rs io thfe flif ^ 
That with the Hurley, Death Itfelf awakes ? 
Can 11 thou, O partial Sleep, give thy H^^cifo . V 
To the wet Sea^boy iii anliour fo ifude { 
And in the calmeft and moft fiilleft |i{ight» 
' With all Appliaaces and Meana to boot. 
Deny it to a King i Then happy Low, lye down, 
Uneafie lies the Head that weats a Ccovrn^ . : i 

.. ¥i.Hemry. Ibid.. 

iRihtUkn. 



BietelUoH. - . . ; / 

If that Rebelliofi . • 

Came like itftlf, in ba(e and abje^ H^outs^ \^ . . ' 
Led on by bloody Youth, guarded witl^ ^3%^y \ ; 
And countenanc'd by Boys and Beggaf y ;^ . ! ; : 
I {ay, if* damnM Commotion fo appear 
In his true, native, and mofl proper (hape. 
You, Reverend Father, ind tnefe Noblp Lords, 
Had not been here t;o drefi the ygjy Fonu , . . t 
Of ba(e au4 bloody Infiirreftipu 
With your fair Hoi>ours# You, Lord ArcbbiHiopt r 
Whofe See is by a Civil Peace maintain'd,' , 
Whofc Beard ^he Silver Hand of Peace hath touchy. • 
Whoffe Learning and good Lexers Peace hath tutoc'dj^ 
Whofe white Inveftments figure Iianocence, 
The Dove and very bkfled Spirit of Peace ; 
Wherefore do you ip iU tranilate your TeU 
Out of die ipeech of Peace, that bears fucfi Grace^ 
Into tbe harfh and boift'rpus Tpqgue of War ? 
Turning your Books to Graves^ your Ink to Bloody > 
Your Peas to Lamicqs, and your Jpng^e divine 
To g ]pu4 Trumpet, and a Point of "wlx \ ' jVefi^ TL 

Will Fortune never come yiriih both hxt^if ful)^ 
But write her iair wpr4s llill in Omk^t Lef Cf rs f 
She either gives, a Stomficb, and no Food^ 
Such are the Poor, in h^hh ; or ^Ue n F^, 
And takes away the Stomfch fuvh are the Ricft, 
That have abundaoce,^ a^d ^qjoy it i^or. jSenff* ik 

OpolilhMPermr^ionj GoldeaC^^ j 
Tbw k^cp'ft the. Ports of Slumber open wide^ 

P 4 Ta 
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To many a watchful Nkht : Sleep with it now. 

Yet not fo (bund, and half fo deeply (weet. 

As he whofe Brow, with homely Biggen bound. 

Snores out the Watch of Nighr. O Majefty ! 

When thou doft pinch thy Bearer, thou doft fit 

Like a rich Armour, worn in. heat of day. 

That fcald'A with fiifety. ^. Henry. Ibid. 

Gold. 

How quickly Mature falls into revolt. 
When Gold becomes her Ob)eft? 
For tliis, the fbolifh over-careful Fathers 
Have broke their Sleeps with Thought, 
Their Bfains with Care, their Bones with Induftry* 
For this, they have cngro&'d and piled up 
The canker'd heaps of firange-atchieved Gold : 
For this they have been thoughtful to inveft 
Their Sons with Art, and Martial Exercifes : 
When, like the" Bee, culling from every Flower 
The virtuous Siyeets, our Thighs packt with Wax, 
Oin* Mouths with Honey, we oring it to the Hive ; 
And, like the Bees, are murthered tor our Pains. 

£ Hen. IhiiL 

Different Degrees of Men. 

Therefore doth Heav'n divide 
The flatis of Man in divers Funflions, 
Setting Endeavour in continual Motion : 
To whi^h is fixed, as an Aim or Butr, 
Obedience ; for fb work the Honey Bees, 
Creatures, that by a Rule in Nature, teach 
The Ad of Order to a peopled Kingdom. 
They have a King, and Officers of forts, 
Wiie.e fome like Magiftrates corred at home : 
Others, like Merchants, venture Trade abroad : ' 

. Others^ 
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Others, like Soldiers^ armed in their Stings, 

Make boot upon the ;Suauncr s Velvet Buds : 

Which Pillage they with merry march bring home 

To the Tent-Royal of their Eniperor : 

"Who, bufied in his Majefly, lurveys 

The fiiiging Ma(bn building Roofs of Gold, 

The civil Citizens kneading up the Honey ; 

The poor Mechanick Porters crowding in 

Their heavy Burthens at his narrow Gate: 

The (ad-ey'd Juftice, with his furly hum. 

Delivering oV ;o Executors pale 

Tte kzy yawning Drone. Cant^ Ufe of Htnty 

^ England. 

O England ! Model to thy inward Grettnr(s> ' 
Like little Body with a mighty H^art ; 
What might'A thou do, that Honour would thee do> 
Were all thy Children kind and natural : 
But fee thy Fault, Frante bath in thee (bund out 
A neft of hollow Bo(bms, which be fills 
With treacherous Crowns. Cborns. IbliL 

. Falfe Afpearance. 

Oh, how haft thou with Jealoufy infe<ded 
The S weetnefs of AfEance ! Shew Men dutiful \ 
Why fo didft thou* Seem, they Grave and Learned t 
Why fo didft thou. Come they of Moble Family,l 
Why (b didft thou« Seem they Religious ? 
Why (b didft thou* Or are they (pare in Diet, 
Free from gro(s Pa/fion, or of Mirth, or Anger> 
Conflant in Spirit, nor (Werving with the Bloody 
Garnifh'd and ideck'd in modeft Cotpplement, 
Not working with the Eye, without the Ear^ 
And but in purged Judgment tnifting neither I 
Such, and (o finely boulted didlt thoufeem: 
Aad thus thy FaU katb left a kia^of biutA 

P 5 ts^ 
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To make thee foil frai^ht Man, the heft endued 

With fome Su^idon, f will weep fof thee. JT- Hemy.. 

Ibid. 

A King but a Man. 

I think the King is hut a Man, « 1 am : The Violet 
fraells to him, as it doth toine \ the Element (hewf to 
liim,as it doth to me ; all hirSenfts have but humaneCon- 
dicions. His Ceremonies laid byj in his Nakednefr he ap- 
pears but a Man ; and tho' his AffeSionsarehigher mounted . 
th^n ours, yet when they ftoop, they ftobp^witfr the like 
Wing. . .JEfiMwy. 

l^fery tf Royalty. 

O hardCtmdition, twin-bom with Gteatnefi, 
Subjed to the Breath of every Fool, whpfe Senile^ 
No more can feel, but his own wringing,- 
What iiifinite heart- eafemnft Kiniphcgle^J, 
That private Men enjoy \' 

Aad what have Rings that Private^ have not tbOi j] 

Save Ceremony, fave general Ceremony?' - • — W 

And what art thou, thou Idol Ceremony ? 

What kind of God ait thou, that iutfet'A morct 

Of mortal Qri^fs than do tl^ Worfhippers V 

What are thy Rents \ What zte thy comings in 

O Ceremony, (hew me but thjrworth:. * 

What! is thy Soul of Adofarion? 

Aft thou ought eKe^but' PJace, De^^eey anil Fprtti^ 

Creating Awe and Fear in other Mfcn ?^ ^ . • . 

Wherein thou art lefs happy, being fear'di' ' ^ 

Than they in feariijg. . ^ 

What drink'ft thou oft, inftead of fiFomagie fwect,* ' 

But poifon'd Flattery? Q be fick, great Grtatacfe, ' 

And bid thy Ceremony give thee Cure. 

Think'ft thou the fiery Fearer will ^o otrt 

Vilt Titles blown froip Aduiaiionr ' . 
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Will k give place to flexure and low bending? 

^ Can*ll thpu, v^en thou conunand'ft the Beggar's Knee, 
Command the Health of it ? No, thou proud Dream, 
Thpu playtl fo fubtiily with a King's Repofe, . 
I am ^Kiug that find Aee ; and I know, 

^ 'Tis not the dakxi, the Scepter, and the Ball, , 
The Sword, the Mace, the Crown Imperial, 
The inter.ti(fiied Robe of Gold and Pearl, 
The farfed Title runmng 'fore the King, 
The Throne he fits on j nor the Tide of Pomp, , 
That beats upon the high Shore of this "World ; , 
No, not all thefe thrice gorgeous Ceremonies, 
Not aii tM5* iAid in Bed Ma jeftkal, * 
Can ileep fo (oundly as the wretched Slave : 
Who, with'a Body fiU'd, and vacant Mind, 
Gets him to reft, cram*d with didre&ful Bread, ^ . 
Never fees horhd Night, the Child of Hdi : 
But lil^e a Lacquey, jfrom the Rife to Set« 
Sweats in the Eye of fh^btts ; and all Night ^ 
Sleeps in ; next day kfcer dawo, - . 

Doth rife and hel{Kj£)rpm«;r to his H<^rfe^ ' 
And follows fo the 6fv6r-running Tear ' ^ 

With profitable Laboitr to his Grave : ' ' \.' ' .\ 
And, but for Ceremony,' fuch a Wrctchi' * * 

Winding up Days with Toil> and Nishts with Sleep, 
Had the fore-hand and vantage Of a King. 
The Slave, a Member of the Country's Peace,. 
Enjoys it ^ hm in jpoTsBraifB lktle wots, - ^ ' 
What Watch the mng keeps to maihtiiin thir Peace ; ' * 
WhofeHourscthe?e&htlUft a^vjmtages/ 3t^ ^ . 

Defcri0m (f a pej^ 

- Why do.you^y to long, myiords of France \ 
Yon Ifland Carrions, defperate of their Bones, 
Ill-favour*dly become the Morning Field : 
Their ragged Curtains poorly are let loofe, 
And our Aic {];^ikts them paifing fcomflilly* . 
\* .1 3 V ? 6 \ 
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Big Mart feems bankrupt in their b^gar'd Hoft, 

And faintly through a rufly Bcvcr peej^s. 

'f he Hprfemen fit lik? fixed Candlellicks, 

WichTorch-ftaves in their Hand ; and their poorer Jades 

Lob down their Heads, dropping the.Hide and Hips ; 

The Gum down roping from their pale-dead Eyes, 

And in their pale dull Mouths the Jymold Bit 

Lyes foul with chaw'd Grafs, flill and motionlels ; 

And their Executors, the knavKh Crows, 

Fly o*er .them, all impatient for their Hour. 

Defcript ion caiviot fuit itfelif in Words, . 

To demonstrate the Life of fuch a JBattel, . 

In Life (b lifelefi as it (hews it felf. Gram^fei* Ibid» 

On IVar. 

OWar! tboaSonofHell, 
XVhom angry Heav ns do make their Minfller, 
Throw in the frozen Bofoms of our Part 
Hot Coals of Vengeance. Let no Soldiers fiie* 
He that is truly dedicate to War 
Hath no felf love ; nor he that Joves himftlf. 
Hath not eflentially, but by CircumAance, 
The Name of Valour. Clifford. Setcud Urt AffKJSenYL 

On Mok 

Look, as I blow this Feather from my Face, 
And as the Air blows it to me again^ 
Obeyiiig with my Wind when I do,bIow> 
And* yielding to Another when it blows. 
Commanded always by the greater Guft ; 
• Such is the LightneS of you Common Men. 



y o L. V. 
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V O L. V. 

On the mmmarj Grace and Favour of Men. 

O momentary Grace of mortal Men, ' 
Which we more hunt for, than the Grace of God ! 
Who builds his Hope ift Air of your good Looks, 
Lives like a drunken Sailor on a Man, 
Ready with every Nod to tumble doarn 
lata the fetal Bowels of the Deep. Bafiitigs, Life of JT. 

Rich. Ill 

On TVorix in Grief. 

Windy Attorneys to their Client's Woes, 
Airy Succeeders of intefiinc Jo,^s, 
Poor breathing Orators of Miferics, . . 

Let them have fcopc, tho* what they will impart 
Help nothing elfe,yet they do eafc the Heart. J^eep^Ik 

Againft C$nfcience. 

For Con(cience is a word, that Cowards u(c, 
Dcvis'd at firft to keep the Strong in awe ; 
Our ftrong Arms be our Con(cience, Swords, pur Law. 

K. Richard. IbiJ. 

On Fa/iions. 

New Cufloms, 
Though they be never Co ridiculous. 
Nay let 'ttn be unaianly, yet are f bllowU Sands. Life $f 

7%e Aate of Man. 
Thk is the State of Man ; to day he puts forth 
The tender Lsaves of Hopes, to morrow Bloflbms, 
And bears his blufhing Honours thick upon him 
The third day comes a Froft, a killing FroA, 
And when he thinks, good eafie Man, full (urely 
His Greatness is a ripening, nips his Root, 
And then he k\\s, as I fio* IVoifey. Ibid. 
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Amhkion. 

Cf^mwelly I charge dice, flkgaway Ambinon : 
By that Siii iell the Angels ; how can Man then. 
The Image of his Maker, hope to wia it ? 
Love thy fclf laft, chcnfh thofe Hearts that hate thee : : 
Corruption wins not more than Honefty* . 
Still in thy Ri^ht-Hand carry gentle Peace 
To filence envious TQiigues. fie fi&^ and fear not; , 
Let all the Ends thou aim'ft at, be thy Country's, 
Thy God's and Truth « ; then if thoii O CrommU 
Thou fall'A a bleOed Martyr. Woi lhid.. 

Pride curef Pride. . 

Pride hath no other GlaO 
To (hew itfeU^ ^)ut Pride j for fiiKde 
Teed Arrdgance^ and^ar^ the proud Man's Fees. 

XSifffMS. iCmlus and.CreJftd^ 

Fallen Greatnejii ^ 

'TIS certain^ Greatnefs once fall*n out wijh Fortune^ 
Muft fall out with Men toa : what the declined is. 
He (hall as (bon read in tke£ye$ of o&hers. 
As fceLin his own Fait Achltlis, IbiL' 

Great Anions firgitty unkfs continued. 

Wyf. Time hath, my Lord) a Wallet at his Back> 
'TV'heVein he puts Alms for Oblivion : 
A great-(iz'd Monfler of Ingratitude's i . 
Thofe fcraps are good Deeds paft.- 
Which are devoured as iaft as they are nad^. 
Forgot ai foon as done : Perfeverance, dear myLord^ ; 
Keeps Honour bright ; i To have done, is to- hang r [ 

Qute Qispffaihionj like aruftyMale. ..a 

hi 
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In monumental Mock'ry : Take the inftant way. 
For Honour traveh ja a Scrcleht fo narrow, 
y Vhcre one but goes abreaft ; keep then the Path, 
' For Emulation hath a thoufimd Sons, . ' - 

That due % oiio purfue ; if you give way,.- 

Ot, hedfe a&lefrom the dired forth-right. 

Like to an encred TM e, they all riiCh by. 

And leave you hindmon ; 

Of like a galiant Hoife fall'n in firft Rank,. 

Lye ther^ foriPavement to the abjed, near 

O'er^ruaandtnniif^d on^Tiien whac they do<in'pi'erent,. 

Tho' Icfi than yours in pafc, mufc <^ver^tiop yours ; 

For Time is like a fafhionable Ho^,: 

That flightly (hakes ius parting Gueft by th' hand ; 

And with Arms ouvitretdi'd, as he woikd fly, 

CftaS^ in the Comer ; the Welcome ever liniles. 

And Farewel^ goes out fishing : O let not Virtue ieek . 

Semimetation for ch« shmg:ic was ; for Beauty, Wit, . 

High' Bittli, Vigour of Bpne, Deim in Servke, > 1 

Wc, Frjfii^dflup, ClwriJ^re Stt^ . 

To envious and calumniating Time : . ^ 

One touch of Native ^akes, (ije wh^le ))iroFldKin 

That all with one Confent praife new-bom Gauds, 

Tho^ they are made and moulded of things paft. 

And go to Duft, that is^ a little gik y 

More Laud'than Gilt oV-dwfted, • " * 

The prefent Eye pwifts the p^ftt'Olj^& Vtyf IM: 

Honmr iU fmndpd Upon tlie petpk^ \ 

iHfe tiat^ac{>crids- • ' - ^ ' 
Upon your Favours, (wiras with Sins of Lead, 
And hews downDaks with J&Oies. Hancye—trufe ye t' 
With eveiy Minute you do change a Mind, ^ 
And-cail him Noble, that was now your Hate, 
Him Vile* that w«-your Garland. 'Manitfs:QNi>fdttH^^ 
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Againfi Cuftom. 

Cuftom calls rae to't — 
What Cuftom wills in all Things^ {houl<l W€ do't ? 

CmoUnus. Ibid, 
On the Turns of the World. 

OhWorld,*]^ fiippery Turns 1 Fricndsnow faft (worn^ 
VVhofe doubk^BoLpms feem to wear one Heart, 
WHofe Hours, whofe Bed, whofc Meal and.Exercife, - 
Are ftiU together \ who twine (as 'twere) tnXove 
Uiifcparable, (hall within this howv . 
Oil a DiiTentioh of a Doit, break Oiit , 
To bittercft Enmity. So felleft Focsj - ^ 
VVhofe Pai&ons and whofe Plots have broke their Sleep 
To take the one the other, by fome Chance,. 
Some Trick not worth an Egg, (hall grew dear Friends, 
And interrjoin their J0ues. . Cor. Ihld* 
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. ' Lffve. 

Love is a Smoke made of the Fume of Sighs,. 
Being purg'd, a Fire^^ klingin Loyitrs Eyes; 
Being vex'd, a Sea nouri(h'd with loving Tears ; 
What is it clfe \ .\ Madnefs^moft difcreet, , 
A choaking Gall, and a preferving Sweet. ^ 

Rom. RQituoMndyuU^ 

Of Dreams. 

True, I talk of Drijams ; 
Which are the Children of an idle Brain^^ 
Begot o(* nothing but vain ^Phantafic,^ 
Which i( as thin of Suhftaace as the Air^ 
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And more unconftant than the Wind ; who woes 
Even now the frozen Bofom of the North, 
And being angcr'd, puffs away from thence. 
Turning his fide to the Dcw-dr<^ping South. Mer* Ih* 

Beauty. 

Her Beauty hangs upon the Cheek of Night, 
Like a rich Jewel m an Mthitf% Ear : 
Beauty too rich for u(e, for Earth too dear ! 
So (hews a fnowy Dove trooping with Crows, 
As yonder Lady o*er her Fellows (hiows* Rom ^ lb* 

Defer iftion of an Apothecary*s Sfop. 

I do remember an Apothecary, 
And hereabouts he dwells, which late I noted 
Iq tatter'd Weeds, with oyerwhehning Browt, 
Culling of Simples ; meager wei« his Looks, 
Sharp Mi(ery had worn him to the Bones : 
And in his needy Shop a Tortoife hung. 
An Alligator ftuft, .and other Skins 
Of ill-fliap'd FiOies, and about his Shelves 
A beggarly Account of empty Boxes ; 
Green earthen Pots, Bladders, and mufty Seeds, 
Remnants of Packthread, and old Cakes of Roles, 
Were thinly fcattbr*d, to make up a Shew. [bid. 

Againfi violent Delights. 

Theft violent Delights have violent Ends, 
And in their Triumph die like Fire and Powder, 
Which as they ki($,confume. The fweeteft Honey 
Is loathfome in its own Delicioufnefs, 
And in the Tafie confounds the Appetite, Itlar. Ilid. 
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On Cermo9iy or Cmpbmms. 

Ctromony was but devis'd tl firfi 
To fct a Glofs on faint Deeds, hollow Welcomes, 
Recanting Goodnefs, forry ere 'tis (hown : 
But where there is true Friendship, there peeds none. 

Th.Glnryff thisUfe. 

r Like Madneft is ihe Ck»r)i llws life. 
As this Pomp (hews to a little Oyl and Root* 
We make our ftlves Fools, to di&ort our (eive^ 
And fpend our Flatteries, to drink thofe Men, 
Upon whofe Age we void it up %4io» 
With poifoQOus ^pighc and Eiivy, 
Who liy^s, ghat's not de^«vwl, or depr^W t 
Who dies, %}m boars t^i fpux^a %^ tWir Q^ve^ 
Of their Friei)di Gift i J^mmitf* 

Cwrjestf Rage.r 

Let me look back upon the«, O thou Wall,, 
That girdleft in thofe Wolves, dive i» the E^rthj 
And tktifi^MotAtbtns. Matrons, eurn in<;oatineat ; 
Qi;)$^ience&ilitivCbildf9n ; Slaves and Foolf . . 
Pluck the grave wrinkled Senate from the Bench^ 
And miniuer in their 4itads to general Ftiths. 
Convert o' th* inftant green Virginity, 
Do't in yo^r I^areats Eyes. Baifkrt^c?, ho]dia^ 
Rather \h%Ti render back ; put with yovr KnivAS, 
And cut your Truflcri Thro^t^. JSpund ServwHS, fi«d S 
Large-handed Robbery your gr^ve M^fiier^ ar#, 
Aud PilJ by Lav>,..>4wi» tP tby MafterV Jped ; 
Thy Miftrefi is o'th** Brothel Son of'fixteen. 
Pluck the lin'd Crutch from thy old limping Sire, 
With it beat o\it his Brains. Piety and Fear, 
( , Religion 
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Religion to the Gods, Pe^ce, Juftice, Truth, 

Doraeftick Awe, Night-reft, ind Neigh bourhood^ 

Inftrudion, Mn^hers, Myfteries and Traces,' 

Degrees, OblervaftCio^, Caltbitis ind Laws 

Decline to^youreonlpuudtng Contraries; 

And yet Coufuliou Piagues incident to Man, 

Your potent and ilnltdious Fevers heap 

On AihenSy ripe ibr Stroke. Tho^i cold Sciailea^ 

Cripple our Senators, that their Limbs may halt 

As lamely as HtnAt JMUimen; Lufic atui Libc^y 

Creep in the Minds and Marrows of our Youth, 

That 'gainft the Stream of Virtue they may ftriire,* 

And drown theo^lves in Riot* itches, B bins. 

Sow all the JbhenUn Baibms, apd their Crop- 

Be general liepro£e : Brettli infect Breath, 

That their Society (as thek Ffienddiip) may 

Be meerly Poifbii. Nothing Til bear from tbee^ 

But Makcdneg^ thou dfceftable Town. Ilk 

^ . GiU. \ 

Tl^m nktch of thtc, 9^1 Qiake 
Black, White; Foul^Fair; Wrong, Riglit ; , 
Bafe, Noble; Old, Young; Coward^ Valiant. 
}}a,you Gods j why this I what this^you Gods ? w}iT,tlu^ 
Will lug your Priefts and Servants from your Sides ; 
Pluck (tout Men^ PilioVi from below their Heads. 
This yellow Slave \ ' 
Will kitk &d break Religions^ blefs the accm'd, ^ - 
Make the hoar Leprofie ador'd, place Thieves, 
And give them Title, Kne^f, aijd Approbation 
With Senators on the Bench : This is it 
That tpakes the wappsn'd Widow wed again ; 
She, whpm the Spittle-Houfe, and ukerous* Sores, 
Would caft.the goj^e at : this embaifitf and fpi«et 
To th'jl^ri/day iigain. *y[im. IM. 
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What t God's Gold, that he is worfhipt 
In a bafer Teinple, thto where Swip^ feed f 
'Tis thou that rtgTc the Bark, and piowTc the Foani, 
Setlefc admir'd Reverence in a Slave ; 
To thee be woHhip, and thy Saints Ibr aye 
Be crown'd with Plagues, that thee alone obey. 

'ijmm- lb. 

Of Lmlinefsy or Humility. 

But 'ttt a common Proof, 
That Lowlinefs is young Ambition's Ladder, 
Whereto the Climber upward turns his Face ; 
But when he once attains the upmoft Round, 
He then unto the Ladder turns nts Back, 
Looks in the Clouds, fcomiug the bafe Degrees . 
% which he did afcend. . Brutus. In jMlms Cdfof^ 

Ott Cpnffiracy. 

O Con(piracv ! 
Sham^ft thou to (hew thy dangVous Brow by Night, 
When Evils are moft free \ O then, by Day • 
Where wilt thou find a Cavern dark enough. 
To mask thy monftrous Vi(age f Seek none. Conspiracy, 
Hide it in Smiles and Aiability : 
For if chou path thy native Semblance on. 
Not Erebus it felf were dim enough. 
To hide thee from Preyehtiola. firnbtf. lb* 

Sleep. 

Methought I heard a Voice cry, fleep no more ; 
Ai/><^^efi^ doth murther fle^, the innocent deep. 
Sleep that knks up the raveird Sleeve of Care, 
The peath of each Day *$ Lil^e, fore. Labour's Bath, 
Balm of hurt Minds, great Nature's fecoxid Courle, 
Chief Noarifher in Life's Feafi. Macbeth 

Uft. 
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Lifers but a walking Sbadoir, a poor Plajrer,' 
That ftnits and frcxt his Hour upon tbe^^ge, - 
And then4s4»eard no more. It is a Tale 
Told by an Ideoi, foil of Sound and Fury 
Signifying nothing. M^bitb. 

Ptrtue an4 Lufi. 

Out Viitne^ as ft never will beiniiv*d; 
Tl^o* Lewdnefs c«»ik^t h in a lhape oF^He^v'a ;i 
So LuA» ^o* to a radiani Anigel liiik'd, • 
'Will fate it felf in a Celeictal Bed, and prey on Garbage* 

' On Man, 

Whzt a Piece c£ Work is Man ! • how nobk in Rea- 
fon! how infinite 'in Faculty ! in F^rm and ^Moving, 
how exprefs and tdiairable I in-A^oti,*liow likeaii Ah- 
gel ! in Aopreh^nfion, bow 'like a God ^ the Beauty df 
tbe World, the Paragon- of Animals ; and yet to me» 
what is this Quinteffence of Dufl i Man delights not me. 

Hamlet, [bid. 

On Players and Plays. 

.'. J Jitv©.heand, that guilty Creatures fitting at a Play, 

Have, by the very Cui^i^jng' of tl^ Scene, 

Been ftruck unto the Soul, that prefently - . 

They have proclaim^ their Maleteftions, Ham. Ibidi 

Deaths or to Did, 

To be, or not tobejeth^^ is the Qpcftion : 
WhfCther, 'tis nobler in the Mind, to fuf&r. , ; 

The Slings and Arrows of outragious Fonune, 
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Or to take Arms againft a Sea of Troubles, 

And by oppodng, end theai,. \To dye, to fleep 

No more ; and by a fleep, to uy we end 

The He^Mcli; arnd; the dtfiiiai&4 tu^nl Shoiks 

That FJefl^ M lien- -CO.; *tis.a^tsiifa : ' 

Devoutly to be:*!«rifli'd* :iTot^c ttJiiibep»i4-i4-4-. ' . 

To fleep, perc^ianCe to df em ;. ay, diere V the Rub 

f oi'.iA ttat Sleep of Death, what Drews juy qaiae, , 

When wc have ftiuffled oflF this mortal Coil, 

Muft give us Paufe^ >, Th^.rfi's £ke Itefpeft 

That makes Calamity of lo long Lite : 

For who would^bcttr rh^ Wjhip§ afMl :SQQtri>s«£Tim^ 

The Oppt^fibrV Wto^r die ^Poor lAio'f Cobtonaelyi . 

The Pangs of de^tsiiiitaTe,, the/Lanr'is Delay, 

The! Itilblence of Dfice^ aindielle Spurns . . 

That patie^ Mevitof the iinw6rtby takes, 

'When he bimfelf might his Quietus make 

With a bare Bodldn ? wp^ld Fardles bear 

To grunt and (weat under a weary Life, 

B^tfcfttrtfceDr^ealdiErfito^thiBng^V^^ / 

3!*be<ttidifcovef*4C«iiint3ryy:-f^iti whoi« Borne . 

iloT^aycakrjtt^ms|>4iu«zfc$the WHJ, . . . 

And mkes lis i1ather> bear ith^ Ilia: w^ bftve^ 

Than fly to dthcrr that we know mnntl Sdm. Jfc- 



Calumny. 

Be thou as chatte as Ice, as pure as Snow^ thou (halt 
norefcBpeCaJnntiy. . ) ^ . / Sm9iU Ih. 

On Man. ' 

What is.a ^fen, • j 
If his chief-Good and Market of h5« Time 
Be but to fleep and feed \ A Beaft, no more; 
Sure he that made us with, (udi iatge BtifcouHe, 
Looking before and after, gave us not 
That Capability and Goft-like HdCloit . : ■ 
To ruft in us unusM. Ham, RUL 
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The needi of lift fiw. 

O reafoa noc tke need t Our bafeft Beggirs 
Are in the pooreft thing Itifjerflacms ; ' * ' ■ [ 

Allow not Nature inore than Nature need?, ' 
Man's Life is theap as Beaffs. T4Ttm art a liady ; 
If onl^ to go ♦farmnrei-e gorgeD"0S5 V • 

Why Nature needs hot what thou gorge^tts welar'ff, ' 
Wkich fcarcelj keeps thee wafm. L«4r. JTiTtg Le/«r. 

T'empefiums Night. 

Things that hSVe Night, 
Love not fuch Nights as thefe : the wrathful Skies 
Gallow the very wanderers <yf tfie dark, 
And make them keep their Cav^es: Since f it^as Vhthy • 
Such (heets of fif<t, fnch btirfis of horrid Thunder, 
Swell groan? of charing Vind, and Rstiii, I nevcf 
Remember to have heard. Man's Nature cannot carry 
Th'AiBiaion, not the f eit. . . Kent. Ibid. 

0H Man: 

Mjttt fib more than thii^ -Gonfid^r hrm wdl. Th<M 
ow'ft the Worm no Silk, the Beaft ao Hide, the Sheep 
no Wool, the Cat no Perfiftn*. . Ha! Here's three on's 
are fophifticated- Thou art tte tiling it felf ; unaccommo- 
dated Mah is nii tiiOre bttc^ ftith a po6r, bare, foi^ked 
Animal aaUiM m» heat. Ibid. 
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Defcriftitm of Denver Cliff i 

- How fearful 
And dlzxy 'tis to cafl onfe's Eyes fo low ! 
The Crows and Choughs, that wing the midway Air, 
Shew fcarce fo groG as Beetles. Half way down 
Hangs one that gathers Samphire ; dreadiiil Trade! 
-Methinks he Teems ^no bigger than his Head. 
The Fi(her-nien that wallc upon the Beach 
Appear like M-tce ; and yon tall Anchoring Bark 
Diminilh'd to her Cock ; her Cock, a Buoy _ 
Almoft too fmall for fight. The murmuring. Surge^ 
That on th'unnumher d idle Pebble chafes, . 
Cannot be heard fo high. Fll look no more, 
LeA my Brain turn, and the deficient Sight 
Topple down headlong. Edgar. IhitU 

Prefermm. 

•Tis the Curfe of Service ; 
Preferment goes by Letter, and Affe&ion, 
And not by old Gradation, where each fecond 
Stood Heix* to th' firft. j^agiu Othello Mfior of VtnUu 

Cmem in Riches . 

Poor, and content, is rich^ and rich enough; 
But Riches iinelefs, is as poor as Winter, 
To him that ever fejirs he (hall be poor. • j^ago.lbii. 

Barge. 

Eno. The Barge (he (at in,.like a burni(h*d Throne 
B^rnt on the Water ; the Poop was beapeii Qold» r 
Purple the Sails, and fo perfiuned, that 
The Winds were Love-uck. 
With them the Oars were Silver, 

Which 
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Which to the Tune of Flutes kept ftroke, and made. . 
The Water, which they beat, to follow faflcr. 
As acnorous of their Strokes. For her own Perfon^ 
It beggar'd all Defcription ; (he did lye 
In her Pavillion, Cloth of Gold, of TilTue, 
O'er piduring that V^nus^ where we fee 
The Fancy out-work Nature. On each fide her • • 
Stood pretty dimpled Boys, like finiling Cupids y 
With divers-colour*d Fans, whofe Wmd did (ecm 
Tojglow the delicate Cheeks wliich they did cool, 
V And what they undid, did. 

Jgr^d, Oh rare for Antony. 

Enobarbus. Her Gentlewomen, like the Nereides ^ 
So many Mermaids tended her i* th*Eyes, 
And made their bends adornings; At the Helm, 
A fecming Mermaid fleers ; the filken Tackles 
Swdl with' the Touches of thofe flower-foft Hands, . 
That yearly frame tjie .Office. From the Barge 
A ftrange invifible Pcrfiimc hies the Senfe 
Of the adiacent Wharfs. The City caft . 
Her People out upon her ; and Antony . 
Enthron'd T th' Market-place, did fit alone, 
WhifQing to th' Air ; which, bur for vacancy. 
Had gone to gaze on Cle^atra too. 
And raadc a Gap in Nature. Antony and Cleopatra* 



Fortune forms our judgments. 

I (ee M^ns Judgments are 
A Parcel of .their Fortunes,^ and Things putward 
Do draw the inward Qjiality after .jhcm„ 
Tfltfuffer. alWikc. Eni>* Ihid. ^. 

Loyalty. 

Mine Honefly, and I, begin to (quare ; . 
The Loyalty wel^held to Fools, does make .. 
Oiir Faith* meer Folly ; yet he that can endure . ■ 
To follow, with Allegiance a fall'n Lordj 
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Do*s conquer him that did his Mafter conquer. 

And tvnas a Place i* th* Stpry. - Eno. Ibid^ 

On Qoll 

' TisCold 

Which, buys Admtrtance, oft it dotii, yea, and makes 
Diana's Rangers falfe themCelves, and yield up 
Their Deer to th' Stand of the Stealer . And 'tis GoM 
Which makes thfr True Man kiird, and fives the Thief ; 
Nay, fometimes hangs both Thief and True-Man : Vfhtc 
Can it not dp» and undo i Cjmbetiwe* ChHm^ 

Stotticr. . 

No, *ti$ Slander, 
Whofe Edge is (harper th^ the Svoni, whoft Toi^uc 
Out-venonii all the Worms of Why vho& Breath 
Rides on the poftingWin4S) aiid doth belye 
All Corners of the World. Kings, Queens, an^ Stales, 
Maids, Matrons, nay the Secrets of the Grave, 
This viperous Slander enters. fi/4jnV», Uii' 

Oh Melancholy I 
Who ever yet could found thy SoMm ^ Find) 
The Ooze, to (hew what Coaft thy OiafgiQ^ Caiv. 
Might ea£lie(t harbour in ! Thou bMp Thing. 
7m knows what Man thpu might*^ have made; but ab I 
Tj^tt^dy'dfi, a moft rare B<^, of Me'anchoIy» 
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